13 urons 1023 roga no umMnepckoMy KaneHgapro. Kpenocts Bepr, okpyKeHHas IyCTHHEH,
niepexuBana 00bIYHOe JIETHEe MEKIIO.

«Xupo~!»

U mocpenu Bcero 9Toro, B IIeHTPaIbHOY OalllHe Ha TPETheM 3TaxKe CJIOBHO 3aJIMBUCTHIE KOJIOKOJIA
TTPO3BYyYasl 3BOHKUY NEBUYUHN TOJIOC.

«['me ThI~~~7?»

E€ noBeneHre HAIOMKXHAIO MaTh, UILIYIYI0 CBOEro oTOuBIIerocs pebénka. Cenus ScTpesna
Onu3abert ¢oH ['paHl, mecTas npuHilecca Benukon umnepuu I'panil. E€ yToHYEHHBIN 00/IMK HE MOT
He MPUBJIeYb BHUMaHue. M3-1of anoi manky BOJIOC BEIPHEIBAIOCH IIJIaMsI CTPACTH, a 0e3ymnpevyHoe
JIALIO 3aCTaBJIsAIO aXHYTh OT BOCTOPTa.

«Xu~~po~~!»

[ToMHMO BHEITHOCTH, OBITIO €II1€ KOe-4TO, UTO MPUTSATUBANO K Hel B3TJISAbl. TO OBIJT KpAaCHBEIM MeY Ha
e€ mosice. OOUH U3 MATYU JEeTeHOAaPHBIX KJIMHKOB, BHIKOBAHHBIX ITIEPBLIM UMIIEPATOPOM, OCHOBABIIIUM
Bemnukyto umnepuio I'panil. Camblil TI0OMMBIM MeY ITePBOT0 UMIIEPATOPA, U3BECTHHIM KaK « OTHEHHBIN
MMIIEPATOP».

«['me oH?»

I He€, KoTopast Oblyla y BIACTH HE TaK HAaBHO, KPenocTh bepr Oniya cIoBHO TabupuHT. ITosaToMy e
OBLIIO TPYOHO CaMOM pa3bICKaTh KOro-mu0o0. HeynuBUTENbHO, YTO OHA CTUCHYJIA PYKH OT mocambl. 1
3TO NIPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO KOHBEPT B pyKax JIu3, elle€ HegaBHO O1eCTeBIINi, MPpUHAI 6e300pa3Hyio

bopmy.
«XMMM... YYUTHEIBAs, UTO 3TO XHPO, S AyMasia, YTO OH OyIeT Ha TPETHEM ITaxKe».

Ha TpeTheM 3Taxe IeHTpaIbHON OalllHM B OCHOBHOM paclioyarajcs CKiaf. 3[ech XpaHWIUCh KHUTH,
MHCTPYMEHTH ¥ IuoMaTepHansl. Celidac 3To Ovina 6epiiora OeJbIX BOJIKOB, KOTOPHIX Ha3hIBAIN
Llepbepamu. BriBanu ciaydau, KOrfia Ha TpeTheM 3TaxKe Ha CONfaT Hamafanu 3Ty LlepOepkl, ecnu Te
3apaHee He OKJIUKAJIU UX.

«MoxeT, MHe BEPHYThCS K XUPO B KOMHATY...?»

EnBa JIu3 mpo6opMoTaja 3TH CI0Ba, KAaK B KOHIIE TYCKJIO OCBELIEHHOTO KOPUAOPA OTKPHIIACh 3aHSS
nBepb. OTTyMma BHIIIEI XO35TUH TPETHETO 3Taxa, Llepbep, Oeblil BONK, a U3-3a HETO — MaJIb4HK C
YEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMHM, YEPHBIMHU T'JIa3aMHU U CTPOTOM IOBSI3KOM HA I'1a3y, KOTOpasi He COOTBETCTBOBAJIA
moOpomy nuily, — Xupo, KOTOPOTo ucKaja JIua.

«Xupo!»

JIn3 nogHsna pyKy U I03Bajia Majiburka 110 UMeHH, XUPO 3aMeTHI €€ U MOAOIIET.
«4To ¢ To0OOH, T0YeMy Thl TaK CIIEIIHIIH?»

«CpouHBIZ Bompoc. {1 Te0s uckama».

«BoT Kak? {1 unTam KHUTH B CBOEM KaOUHETE».

XUpOo IOBEPHYJICS U IOCMOTPEN Ha KOMHATY, IIePEIOIHeHHYI0 UCTOPUEN 3TOU KPEIoCTU. «XMM».



3aTeM B3rsn XUpo METHYJICS K ABEPH, U JIu3, mom00YeHUBUINCE, CKa3aa:

<<Pa3yMeeT05{, 3aMeYdaTeJIbHO, YTO ThI TadK CTapPAaTEJIbHO 3aHMMa€EIIbCd. Ho Bcé-Taku HYXKHO
mpenynpexnaTsh, Kyaa Thl HAIIPABIAEIIbCA».

C Tex 1mop KakK y Xupo Hadanuck Ipo0IeMsl C T7ia30M, JIu3 cTajia HEMHOTO Ype3MePHO ero OmeKarTh.
HaBepHoe, npaBuibHee OymeT cKa3aTh, UTO OHA CTajla 0€CIIOKOMHOM, @ MOXKET, BUHOBATO TO, KaK
Xupo OT 3TOro CTpagaer...

«Temeps g 6yny ocTopoxHee. Tak YTO CIYUYUIOCH?»

«Jla. [Ta. BOT-BOT-BOT, 51 HAKOHEII-TO MIOJIy4YUsIa OTBET Ha TOT IIPOTECT, KOTOPHIM 0TOC/Iajla paHbIlIe».
XUpo C IOA03peHreM ITIOCMOTpeT Ha MIUCEMO, KOTOpOe NPOTsaHyna JIus.

«Bcé B crubax ¥ MOMSITOE... HO 3TO XK€ ITUChMO, BEPHO?»

«OTt Mmoero ota. CMOTpPH, 3TO UMIEePaTOPCKas MOOIKUCH».

XHUpO B3I BHITSIHYTOE ¥ CMSTOE MMMCHMO, pa3BOpayvuBasi ero C KaKMM-TO YTPOKAIOUIAM 3BYKOM.
«IlouyeMy 3TO BBHITJISAUT KakK Mycop?»

«f1 mna B morcKax Xupo ¥ Hallla 3TO... 4 He xoTena Tebst 00uaeTsh. IIpocTH, XOpoIo?»

OHa CJI0XKuJIa PyKd BMECTe ¥ MMOHsIA Ha Hero B3TMA. Eciyu u3BMHEHUE ITPOU3HOCUTCS TaK MUJIO,
XHpo HUYETro He CMOXKET BO3PA3UTh. XMPO CIIBIIIAT, YTO KEHITUHEI — 9TO CYIIECTBA, KOTOPHIM
KpacoTa UOET Ha MONb3y. Y TYT OH IOHSJI, YTO 3TO IIPaBHa.

«...Hy, He To 4TOOHI 1 HE MOT 3TO IPOYUTaTh. BCE HOPMaIbHO».
Korpa Xupo B3I/IHYJ Ha IUCHMO, TO...

4 BCE y3Haun u3 muceM Moei fouepu. MHe TakKe CTaJjio U3BECTHO O TBOel OUTBe MPOTUB KHSAXKECTBa
JIuxTteH.

4 xouy moxBanuTh TeOS 3a TBOU JOCTUKEHUS, HO g 60/bIlle 00eCIIOKOEH KOe-4eM APYTHUM.
4 X0uy MOATBEPAUTE, YTO THI IEMCTBUTENIHHO SIBJISEIILCS TIOTOMKOM BToporo MMmepaTopa.

Kak ToipKO MBI yOemIUMCsi, 4YTO 3Ta HHGOPMAIMS MIPaBOuBa, MBI 103a60TUMCS 0 TOM, YTOOH [1epBhIi
IPUHI] ObIT HaKa3aH HajexalnuM 00pa3oMm.

Mexny TeM, 51 XoTen Obl, YTOOH! BH, 3aMHTEPEeCOBaHHOE JIUI0, MPUOLITH B Benukuit UMepaTopcKuit
TopofI.

Wwmnepatop I'perixeut Copok BocbMoi.
"TIpubeiTh B Benukuit IMmnepaTtopckuii ropof, aa...?

B 6ymyuiem, Xupo gymMaeT HaBECTUTH JIOPAOB U JIEOH, B TOM YHCJIe U UMIlepaTopa. TeM He MeHee, OH
OOJIXKEH IMMOMHHUTL O TOM, UTO awaits him tam...

"Torga maBaliTe KaK MOXKHO ObICTPee IMMOATOTOBUMCS K 0The31y B Benukuit iMmnepatopckuit ropom!



[To Kakoii-TO mpu4rHe JIu3 CYaCTIMBO CXBaTU/Ia XHUPO 3a PYKY.

"Het, B 9TOM mucbMe HUYEro He CKa3aHo O TOM, 4TO JIU3 TOXKe mOoNKHa NprexaTh, BepHO? Tak 4TO THI
He MOXKeIllb T0exaTh, J1agHo?"

CaMmoe riaBHOe, €C/I¥ OHa TOXKe MOoeHeT, TO 3To OyHeT yxke Oosbias Ipymma. B oTnudue 0T IPOIIOro
pasza, umnepaTop OyAeT MPUCYTCTBOBATh, TaK YTO BpazxKAyiolue ppakluuyu He CTaHYT NPeANPUHUMATh
KpalHUX Mep, HO Xupo Bce elle OymeT 4yBCTBOBaThL cebst 6onee KoMGOpPTHO, ecnu JIu3 OCTaHETCS B
Beprckou KpenocTu.

"993X... 1 HE MOTy mmoexaTn?"

Ee MumbIi XKecT MpoTecTa, KOTja ee MIeKy Cerka Hagylnuch, HEMHOTO PacTporas ceppaie Xupo. Tem
He MeHee, XMPO PeIlu OTTONIKHYTh CBOe Cepille.

"O06macTb BOKPYT beprckoi KpemocTu Bce elle HeOe3omacHa. Eciiu 4To-TO mongeT He Tak, OymeT
HEXOPOIII0, eC/IM KOMaHyIoIero, Te0s, TaM He OymeT, He Tak nu? M TaM CKomuiochk MHOTO OyMmar. ThI
TOXKe IOJIZKHA MOANKCATh HEKOTOPhIE U3 3TUX OyMar... BepHO?"

"Mymywmy, Tpuc coenaet 3TO 3a MEHS.

"Tpuc-caH, {ga.... BUguUINb ¥, y HET0 MYCKYJIEl BMECTO MO3T0B. He X0uy HMUero roBOpuTh, HO OH He
TIOOXOTUT M7 0UCHOM pabOTH UM YETO0-TO B 9TOM POTIE.

"9TO TOXKe He MO KOHEK, 3Haelllb JTh?
"Ila, s 3Ha0... 1 3HA0, HO IIPOCTO JaBal ImocTapaeMcs. Thl TOpa3mo aydile Tpuc-caHa.

Xupo ToxKe He 0YeHb XOPOIl B OyMazkHOU paboTe. Beprckoi KpemoCcTy HYKeH OTIUYHBIN CITyKallui.
Penko KTO 3ax04eT IprexaTh B TAaKOe OT[aIeHHOE MeCTO, HO, ECJIU IIPEeICTaBUTCS TaKas
BO3MOXKHOCTb, XUPO IOAYyMaJl IIOMPOCUTh ITOMOIIY Y UMIIepaTopa.

"Hy, a ecyi... ecju 5 3aKOHYY CBOIO paboTy U BCe, 5T MOT'Y IT0€XaTh C BAMU?

I'ma3a JIu3 yBIaKHUINCE, KOTHa OHA ITIOCMOTpesia Ha XUpo.

"K-xoHeuHO. 4 nymaro, 4To He OymeT HUKaKUX [Ipo0ieM, eCiy Thl 3aKOHYUIIEL CBOXO PadoTy.
Xupo He MOT He KUBHYTH I'0JI0BOU. JIn3 BCKOYMIIA U 3alphIrana, yCIbIas 3TO.

"Bce B mopsinke! 910 obemanue! A cobupaiock GLICTPO COeNIaTh 3Ty OyMaxHy0 paboTy!
"Ara, ga. Ho THI ke 3Haells, YTO 3a OOUH [JeHb CTOJIBKO --.

CroBa Xupo He [oIIny [0 Hee. Bece motomy, uTo oOpamoBanHas JIM3 yiuia ¢ MOpasuTeNbHOR
CKOPOCTBIO.

"Hy, 51 u3BEHIOCh II03K€e, ¥ €C/IH S KYIUTIO el CYBEHUD WM YTO-HUOYOL B 3TOM pofe, oHa OyHeT B
JIy4IlieM HaCTpOeHuu".

Ha Bcsikuit ciydait, Ob110 OBI Iy4Ille YUTH IIO3OHO HOYBIO, ecyid JIuad Ovl 9T0 3aMeTusa. Ha maHHbIH
MOMEHT XUPO IIOBEPHYJI CBOU CTOIIEI K CBOEH KOMHATE, YTOOK IIOATOTOBUTELCS K OTHE3TY.

[Tocne Toro, KaK Be4depHee COJIHIIe MATKO CKPHIJIOCH 3a TOPU30HTOM, BCE, KPDOME KapPayJIbHBEIX COJIgaT,



OTIIPABUIIUCH CIIaTh. XMPO HAyall AelCcTBOBaTh. [Ipexkie BCero, OH HApPaBUJICS Ha IEPBHIHM 9Taxk
IIeHTPaIbHOY GAIlHY, 0CTOPOKHO IIPOILIENT II0 KOPUIOPY ¥ OCTAHOBUIICS TIePEN CBOUM KaOUHETOM.
3arnsiHyB BHYTPh Yepe3 ABEPHOU TPOeM, OH YBHUJEN jexkalnyio JIn3, IOXOPOHEHHYIO B Kyde Oymar.

Korga Ha ryf6ax Xupo mOsIBHIACh yIIbIOKA --.

"1, 4TO THl TaM Jejlaelb?"

X¥pO MOCIEeITHO OTOoIIeN, KOTfa IM03agy Hero pa3gascs roioc.
"THl... THI IBITAEIIBLCS HAMlACTh Ha MpUHIleCcCy!?"

C nuia cTaporo coipjaTa, JepzKaBIIero B OOHOW pyKe JIaMITy, UCUEe3JIU ITOI03PEHUS U CMEHUIUCH
HEerogOBaHUEM.

"H-net! Her, aTo He Tak! [Toxkanyiicra, Oygs notuie! JIud npocuercs!"

Crapblil confaT, OCBETUBIIKY UCIIYTaHHOE JIUII0 XUPO CBOEH JIaMITOH, Haayl I'yOH.
"...Myx, 4TO TaKoe, 9TO XK€ Thl, fia, HapeHb? YTO THl Aefaellb 30eCh TaK II03JHO HOUYbK?"
OH nmoMoIHuK, padotatomuit Ha JIuz, Tpuc ¢hon TepMmbep, oduilep TPETHET0 PaHTa.

“T®l 3Haels...."

Ecnu 6wl 0H nokonebancs, Tpuc mor 65l yTBepKAaTh, YTO XHMPO IOJI3aET 10 HOYaM MJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM
pofie, mo3ToMy Xupo OBICTPO Bce 00BACHUT TPuUCy.

"®ymy. THl UMeellb B BUAY, YTO XOTeJ yUTH, yOeOUBIIKCEH, YTO IPUHIlEcca ycHyna?"
"Ia. A He Mory B34Th JIu3 ¢ coboi, He TakK Iu?

"1 B camoM pene. 4 Toxke xouy, YTOOHI ITPHHIIECCA OCTalack 3meck. Ho TH XkKe MOTOMOK BTOPOT0
MMIlepaTopa, BepHO? U 5 yBepeH, 4To y Tebs eCTh IPaBO Ha KaKyloo-TO OXpaHy. Pa3Be TH He
BO3BbMEIIIb UX C CO00MH?"

"MHoOTHe OpOH ¥ OBOPSHE, BKIII0Yas UMIlepaTopa, OyAyT CKeNTU4YeCK: HacTPOoeHHl. [1oaToMy s
pemlu, 4To nmy4ine He OpaTh UX ¢ COOOM, ITOCKOIBKY OXpaHa MOXKET BHI3BaTh HEHYXKHOE
paspopaxeHue".

[Toka uMIepaTop He MPU3HAET ero, OH HUKe MPoCcTomoarHa. OH HoKeH OBITh KaK MOXKHO THIIE,
Ecnu oH xo4et, 4ToOb MeuTa JIu3 cOlIach, UM IMOHAMOOUTCS GOJIbIIE COIO3HUKOB, YeM BPAaros.
Pasmepimiss o OyayieM, OH He X04eT ITPOU3BOIUTD I1JI0X0€e BIeYaTIeHue.

"Pa3Be TH He CIIMIIKOM 0eCIIOKOUIILCS 00 3TOM? KpoMe TOro, TeMHBIE BOJIOCH M YepHEIE T'1a3a
TOJIBKO ¥ T€0S, MaJiblll. OTOTO MOXKET OBITh JOCTATOYHO".

"OHHU MOTYT IPOCTO CKa3aTh, YTO TEMHEIE BOJIOCH X YEPHBIE I'JIa3a - 3TO BCETO JIUIIL BOIIPOC
MaCKHPOBKH, TOHUMaeIb?"

Xupo pmymaet BunycTuTh "HebecHoro Mmmnepartopa", Korga mpuaeT BpeMsi, HO TOJIBKO €CJIA y HETO He
OCTaHEeTCSI IPYTUX BapUaHTOB.

B crydae aymueHIUH y ©UMIIepaTopa eCTh O0JIblIasi BEPOSITHOCTh, YTO TaM OyHeT IPUCYTCTBOBATh



nepBrlit mpuHll Ctobenb. Ecnu oH Br3oBeT "HebecHoro MMmepaTopa' nepeq UMIepaTopoM, ero
HA30BYT yOuiilel, ¥ Ha Hero HamagyT 0e3 mpemynpexaeHus. ITo OymeT BePHHIH MyTh K KaTacTpode.
Cto0enb cTaHEeT repoeM, 3alUTUBIINM UMIIepaTopa, a JIn3 Ka3HAT 3a TO, YTO OHa Iocjasa youmy.

MecTo, Kyaa HampaBiseTcst Xupo, - UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOPeEl, TIe BOKPYT BUTAIOT BCEBO3MOKHEBIE
JKeJlaHHus, - HeT HUYero CTPAIIHOr0 B TOM, YTOORI CITUIIKOM 6EeCIIOKOUTHLCS 00 9TOM.

"YT0 XK, ITOCKOJIbKY Y MEHS 3aKaH4YMBaeTCs BpeMs, 1 CKOpo yuay".

"OueHb xopoIo. Tr yBepeH, 4TO TeOe He HYKEH TeJI0XPaHUTENb?"

"Tla, 9TO He IOHATOOUTCS".

"Ho THI Ke He yMeelllb e3[0UTh Ha JIoagy, BepHo? UTo Thl coOMpaembcs AenaTb?"
"Bo-mepBHIX, 1 COOMPAIOCh MENTKOM HaBeCTUTh Kropka-can".

B JIuHKCe momkeH OBl OBITh AuIUXKaHC. [103TOMY XUPO IMOgyMaJl, YTO OTIPABUTCS B Benukuit
HWmMnepartopckuii 'opog UMEHHO Tak.

®ymy... Tpuca GHBIpKHYTa ¥ COelana BUA, YTO 3agyMasiack.
"EC/IH 9TO CTOUT TOr0, YTOOHI IOMPOOOBATE..."

"YT0 TH UMeEEIIb B BUY?"

"V MeHS ecTh KOe-4To I TeOs, Maseil. Moy 3a MHO#."

C sTuMHU CJIOBaMH TpI/IC TIOBEPHYIIACh U YyIIIJIa. XI/IpO TocjenoBal 3a Hell, HenooyMmeBasi. Ero IIPpUBEJIN B
KOHIOIIHIO, Ha CaMOM [eJie 3TO He KOHIOIIHA, da IIYCTEIPh Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOAHHUH.

"Bor aTot".

Tpuc mocTydana 1o IPOYHOM KJieTKe. BHYTpH YTO-TO 3allleBENIUIIOCH ¥ U3[iall0 CTPAHHBIN BU3T.
"Jt0 310?"

"ITO-OBICTPHIN APaKoH!"

Ha Bonpoc Xupo Tpuc Mep3Ko yarbHYyIach C YXMBUIKOM.
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