28 mast 1023 rogma mo UMIIEPCKOMY JIETOUCYHUCIIEHUIO, Yepe3 [IBa OHS Mocje 0e3bIMSIHHOM OUTBEL B
nycTolnu. I'pynma Xupo 6exkaja Ha BOCEMb ss4eeK (OBaAIaTh YeThIPe KUIOMETPa) OT MOrPaHUYHOT0
ropopa JIMHKC.

B Hayane IMyTEemeCTBUA UX COIIPOBOXKOAIA TPHUCTA COJIOAT, HO IIOCJII€ MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX CTBIYEK C
MOHCTPAMHU U Cpa}KeHI/Iﬁ C KHSAKECTBOM JIMXTHUH UX YHUCIIO COKPATHJIIOCh IO MEHEE JECATH.

Haxe mpu 3TOM Tanus JIM3 MpopoKala ABUTaThCA BIepe[, a Xupo oOHUMAJ ee PyKaMu.

«Korga Mer mobepemcst 7o kpenoctu bepr, s 00y4yy Xupo e30UTh BEPXOM Ha JIOIIasIX>.

«HerT... {l He yMel0 e30UTL BEPXOM».

Haxe THICSIYY JIET Ha3aj IepPBL uMIepaTop Antuyc obydast ero JeHb U HOYb, HO JaXxe HeCMOTPS Ha
TO, YTO OH MOT CHII€Th BEPXOM, OH HEe MOT laXke 3aCTAaBUTh UX MATH, U TIOITOMY OH He HOOHIICS
HHKAKOT'0 IIPorpecca.

HOCKOJ’IBKY OH BCer'[Ja MCIIOJIb30BaJI IIOBO3KY Ha II0Jie 0051, OH HUKOI'Ta He UCIIBIThIBAJI HGYI[OGCTB, HO
€My, BOSMOZKHO, CTOUT C HETEPIIEHUEM XKIOATh 3TOTO.

BrIsI0 IBe MPUYKHEL, IT0 KOTOPHIM OH IPHIIEN K 9TOM uaee. OmHa U3 HUX 3aK/TI049anach B TOM, YTO
mutio Tpucc 6BIT0 yKacawoouM. Bropas 3akiodanack B TOM, YTO MATKas T'PyIb BPEMS OT BpEMEHHU
yoapsina ero. [TocnenHee ObI710 0COGEHHO TPEBOKHBIM BOIIPOCOM MJIsT XHPO.

TrIcsiuy €T Ha3afd OH e3[UJT BepPXOM I103afy IIepBOro UMIIEPATOPa, HO IIOCKOJIbKY APYTOM CTOPOHOIM
OBLT My2KUMHa, 3TO He BLI3HIBAJIO ¥ HETO HUKAKUX CTPAHHBIX YyBCTB. Ho Temeph mepen HUM Oblsia
JKeHIIuHA. XOTs KaXeTCs, YTO ee TPy HeIOCTAaTOYHO TIOJIHE, B OyOyIneM oHa OymeT U3BeCTHA MUPY
KaK HeoObYalHO KpacuBas XKEeHIITHA.

(TTouemy oHU Takue MATKHe... HeyxXenu moToMy, 4TO OHa MMIIEPCKas MpuHIecca?)

I[Toka oH gymarn o riymnocty, Tpucc, HabmofaTenbHINa, Togbexana K HeMy Ha CBOel JIoImay.
KoneuHo, oHa He 3a6biBaeT 6pocaTh Ha XUPO 37Ible B3rJISAAEL. JTO HA3hIBAETCS IPENaHHOCThIO.

«ITpuHiecca. [laBaiiTe HEMHOT'0 OTIOXHEM, KOT[Ia HEMHOTO TPOUAEM BIIEped».

«JTa. MHe x0Tenoch Ok 3HATH MOJIOXKEHKe JIuHKCa, a LlepOep, KakeTcs, UCIILITHBAET TPYOHOCTH, U 5
X0Tena Obl JaTh IEPEOOXHYTh CBOEH JIOIIaIM».

LlepOep, KOTOPEIN OeKUT PSINOM C HUMH, CKa4deT, 0€CCUIIBHO OMYCTUB SI3HIK.



«$1 oTIpaBIIIO Tapy YenoBeK pa3BenaTh ropod. He mo3mHo OyOeT OTIpaBUTHCS B TOPOM, KOTHA MBI
YCIIBILINM JOKJIATbI».

[TepBoHAYaIbHO OHU YKe HOJIKHEBI ObIM OBITH B KpenocTy bepr. Ho HeoxXunaHHbIe COOBITUS
CJIE[OBAJIA OJHO 3@ OPYTMM, TaK YTO U3JTUIIHSS OCTOPOKHOCTh HE MTOBPEMHUT.

«JlaBaliTe crejlaeM IepepsiB MPUMEPHO Yepe3 ABe s4yeiku. Tebs 3To ycTpauBaeT, XUpo?»

<<,'[[yMan, MBI 3aCITYKHUIIN IIEPEPEIB IIPAMO cerygac».

He moToMy, 4TO OH yCTas WM YTO-TO B 3TOM POME; MIPOCTO y HETo O0NUT 3afHuIla. [10 CpaBHEHMUIO C
Xupo, JIuz, moxoxe, He CTPafgaeT U BHITISOUT Oojiee cBexkei. [laxke IPU TOM, UTO ee 3aHUIA
BBITJIAUT MATKOM... OH IIOUTH IIPOBEPUJI, TBEPHAs JI OHA, KOTJa eMy B rj1a3a 6pocunoch He4YTO, U OH
3aKpuyar.

«JIn3! Crou!»

Oun Cpa3y CpearupoBajiv, U JIOIaau PEe3K0 OCTAaHOBUJIIUCE. TpI/ICC " COJIJAThI, KOTOPHIE CIIEOJOBAJIA 3d
HHUMH, C OIIO30aHHEM 3aMETHIIN U IIPOEeXaJIi MUMO HHUX, IIPEeXOe 94eM OCTaHOBUTLCA.

«YT0 cny4uunoch? Tel IPUKYCUTT I3BIK?»

«He B aTom meno! Tam HamagaoT Ha peOeHKa!»

OH 3By4as HETepPIEeNuBO.

«3Jto mnoxo! I'me aT0? KTo HanagaeT?»

JIn3 B maHUKe OTIsggena MEeCTHOCTb.

«TaMm!»

YBUpeB KOHYUK yKa3aTeJIbHOTO I1aJiblia XUPO, HAIPSAKEHHOCTH B Tesle JIu3 cpa3y Xe crasia.

«3TO0 He peOEeHOK».

«XM? [Toxozxe Ha 4eyoBeKa, HO...»

MoxeT, 51 omubaich? OH HECKOIBKO Pa3 IMOTEP BEKU MIPH 3TOM MBICIIH, HO KpaeM Ijia3a 3aMeTus, 4To
Ha 4YTO-TO II0X0XKee Ha pebeHKa HamagaeT ITUI[A pa3MepoM BHBoe Oosiblie rpuda.



<<TpI/ICC! 4 3Ha10, 4TO IMOKa paHOBATO, HO maBauTe caenaeM IIePEPRIB».

«Xal»

JIu3 mepBoO# CIEIINIACh C JIOIMIAAK U MPOTSHYJIAa PYKY XUpPO.

«3Haelb, TO, YTO BHITJISOUT KaK IITHIA, Ha3kIBaeTCs ['eIgeMoM, a To, 4YTO IT0X0xkKe Ha peOeHKa, —
TOOJIHHOM>.

Cryckasich ¢ moMoInbio JIu3, Xupo HAKJIOHWUII TOJIOBY, YTOOR! B3T/ISIHYTH HA rob6uHa. THICSYY et
Ha3aj OBIIM MOHCTPHI, HO, HOJIZKHO OBITE, He OBIJIO TAKUX MEJIKUX MOHCTPOB.

MarneHbKUH POT POC Ha €r0 TOJI0Be, 3a €0 KPYTJIBIME T'Jla3aMU 1IBETa KOXKHU CKPBIBAIOCh TUYUKO
pebGéHKa, YTO MpUAaBajo eMy O4apoBaTeNbHbIHM Bu. Ha HEM OBl 3€JIEHBIN KOCTIOM; BEPXHSS 4acCTh U
100Ka npefncTaBisaau cobol Hepa3menumoe 1esoe. B ero pyke Ovlna BeTo4ka, KOTOPO# OH
pa3maxuBain nepeq I'enbgeMoM.

"MoxeT, HaM eMy IIoM04Yb? MHe CTaHOBUTCS He 110 cebe OT MPOUCXOMSINIETO..."

Iaxke Ha PaCCTOSTHUM OH MOT BHIETh, YTO TOOJIMH B OTYASHUM. TaKON MaJIeHbKHH, [0 BEPIINHEI OH
IaXke IONPHITHYThH HE MOXKET, a OT BparoB OH HE CMOXKeT OTOUTHLCS, eCJIU Te HallafyT Ha Hero
BLICOTHL. XMPO, KOTOPHIY C 6€CIIOKOMCTBOM Hab0gaeT 3a MPOUCXOASIIKUM, BOT-BOT PEIIUTCS TTOUTHU U
IIOMOYb, HO BAPYT JIN3 cXBaTHUIIa €ro 3a MIeYo.

"Ecnu MOmouOen s CIUIIKOM 0IM3KO0, TO TOMaf€eIb Mo pa3faydy, Tak 4To He OecloKoucs".
"Hy nagHo, BUIMMO, IPUAETCS MHE BMeIIaTbCs".
"HeT-HeT, He ceryac. Trl 9TO MOUMEIL, KOTTTa HEMHOTO ITPHUCMOTPHUIIBCS ",

3areM JIu3 cejla Ha 3eMJII0, COTHYB KOJIeHU. TpUC OTAana cojigataM npuka3s: "CTynaiTe U IPOBEPhTE
ropom".

OOGe momagy OTIPABUIIUCH B IIYTh IO IIYCTHIHHOM, 3aPOCIel peKoi TPaBOi MECTHOCTH. XUPO
HabJioman 3a aTakKoBaHHBIMU TOO/TMHAMH, HO KaK TOJIBKO OH UX XOPOIIEHbKO Pa3TJIsAfiell, ero JUIo
nobemHerno.

W3-mom 3eMu BHICOBBIBAJIOCH MHOXKECTBO T00MuHOB. OnuH ro0nuH B306pasICcs Ha CIIHHY CBOEMY
TOBaApPHIILy, a 3aTeM CBepxy 3abpasics emie oguH. TakuM 00pa3oM, IOJIy4YHuICs 3TaKui CTON0, KOTOPHIN
c6un 'enbeMa C TIOMOIIBIO BETOYKHU.

"Yto 37O OBLIO..."

"ToOnMMHE U3HAYAJIBHO SBIISIOTCS AyXaMu 3eMJd. [IoBeuTelNb 0yX0B, BUOUMO, pacCepOuics Ha HUX
3a TO, YTO OHU yCTpauBaJii MHOTO ITAKOCTeH, ¥ IPEBPATUI UX B AYXOB 3eMJu AneTun. ['06IUHBI
XOpOIIIO NafgsaT C THOMaMH. f uX 4acTo BUOEN B Ky3HHUIlE, Te OHU IOMOTAl0T THOMaM".

Kx 3pemnuine, KOrma OHM CPazKaloTCs C BParoM, KOTOPHIHM BABoe 00Jblie HUX, BnedaTnseT. OHu
UTrpajy CO CBOMMHY ITPOTUBHUKAMH, ORICTPEIM OBUKEHHEM He HaBas UM KOHTpaTakoBaThk. Ho, Tak Kak
BETOYKa IPOCTO Kacasach ['enibaemMa, eMy 9T0 MOTJI0 ObITh pa3Be 4TO focamgHo. Ha camoMm fmere,



[CenbeM MPOCTO BHITIISIAEN Pa3OpaxkKEHHBIM, HO HE UCIIBITHIBAN 60IH.

B nmioboMm cnydae, Xdpo pelinsi, YTO TOOIUHBI MUJIHL.

"Ecnu OBl TH TOO€XKaJl M Ha IIOMOIIb, TO, BEPOSITHO, TOXKe ImocTpaman 0wl BMecTe ¢ ['enbmeMoM”.
"... Xopol1lo, 4TO g He MOIIEN. BHrnsaauT Tak, 6yTo 3TO 0OYeHb pa3apazxKarolias aTaka".

"®ydy, ara. Ho ro6uHEl CTAHOBATCS CTPAIIHBIMY, KOTHa IEPeCTaloT UCI0Ih30BaTh BETKHU".
"TToueMy ThHI TaK TOBOPUIIL?"

"XMm. Tpuc emBa He orub us-3a 3Toro. HeKoTophle faxe Ha3bIBalOT aTakKy ro01nHoOB "MeTeopom
cmeptu". OT OBIBIIETO AyXa MHOTO U He OXupjan".

Yoap, criocoOHbIH TUIKUTE TPUC KU3HHU, 3TO ImyraeT. Korga oH MoYyBCTBOBA, KaK II0 €0 CIIHHE
npo6eKas X0JI0M0K, TOOIMH 0TOPOCHIT BETKY ¥ Hayasl aTaKoBaTh.

OmHaKO 3pefuille COMPOTUBISIONIErocs ['ebIeMa Ka3amoch elé 6ojee myraioumM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB,
OWTBa 3aBEPINMIIACH, KOTMa I'elbaeM, He BHIepKaB aTaKy roONMHOB, IIOMHSICS B HE6O.

"KcraTty, 3T TOOIUHEL - TOJIBKO CaMKH",

OH ycrbIlIan CI0BO, KOTOPOE IIPUBIIEKIIO €T0 BHUMaHUE, HO COIIATh, OTIIPABUBIIKUECS TPOBEPUTH
ropof], BEPHYJIUCH KaK pa3 BoBpeMsi. X compoBoXaasn MaleHbKIHE ONPSTHO ONETHIN 3PeJIhii
MyX4YHUHa.

OTOT YemoBeK GLICTPO CIEIIUICS, ITPUIIOKUT PYKY K TPYAH U BCTANl HAa OJHO KOJIEHO, He obparmnas
BHUMAHHUS Ha I'PA3b.

"Bame BricouectBo Cemnust IcTperisi, pap Bctpede. MeHs 30ByT KypT ¢on Tepmbe. B oTcyTcTBHE
Mapkrpada ['puHAB S UCTIOJHSIO er0 00513aHHOCTH YIIpaBIISoIIero”.

JIu3 BCTa/la ¥ B OTBET TOXKE IPUJIOKHUTIA PYKY K TPYOHU.

"Mens 30ByT Cenus Sctpeiiss InuzabeT Gon ['panTiy. MiMIepaTop yAOCTOU MEHS 3BaHUS TeHepal-
Mauopa".

[TocKOIBKY OHA SIBIISIETCS IIECTOU IIPUHIIECCO, €€ U3SIIHOE ¥ UHTEPECHOE JINII0 TOCTOMHO
BOCXUIIIEHUS.

"WUcnonHsomumi 00s3aHHOCTH jopaa Tepmbe, rae Mot gsaasa?"

"Mapkrpa¢ I'punpa sHaxonutcs B popte bepr. YeTwlpe oHA Ha3a[ KHIKeCTBO JIMXTUH Hallalo Ha Hac
yepes rpanully. [1o moHeceHu1o, uX ABeHaAIaTh THCAY. TeM He MeHee, Onaromaps [eBe BoiiHE,
CHTYyall¥sI OCTAETCS B COCTOSHUM IATOBOM CUTYalluX MeXKAy HaMu".

TepMbe IPOTAHYI €l ONUH KOHBEPT.
"OH cKa3saJ, YTO eCJIM ero MJIeMsSHHHUIA KOTrga-Hubyab OCTaHOBUTCS B JIMHKC, IepemaiTe ew 3To".

JIus B3si7Ia ero, copBaja Cypry4yHylo edaTh U Ipo4ia TUCTOK Oymaru. OHa KuBaja, HECKOJIBKO pas3
IPUKYCUB T'yORI, ¥ TTOCMOTpeJa Ha Tpuc.



"... Tpuc!"

“Xm!”

[ITecTs TAXKEIIO0 BOOPYKEHHBIX IIEXOTHUHIIEB, BKIII0Yas Tpuca, TYT XKe ylaau Ha KOJIEeHH.

“Mu1 HanpaBuMcs B ¢opT bepr. Ho cHauana gaBaiTe 3aufgéM B “PrICh” 1 HEMHOTO OTOOXHEM”.

3a CIMHOM HEeCKOJIbKO CPaXKeHHUH U OHK J0OpaIuch J0 3TOT0 MeCcTa Ha KOHSX, He CMBIKas ria3. Kak
OBl He OBIT BEIHOCJIMB COJIIAT - a Ha JIMIax TpHca ¢ TOBapPHUIaMy IIPU3HAKOB 0CO00# BEIHOCITMBOCTH
He HabiogaeTcs - yCTaJoCTh aeT 0 cebe 3HaTh.

“TBI TOXKE XO0YeIllb €€ IPOYUTATh, XUPO?”
“JIN4HO g He AyMalo, YTO €€ MOXKHO IIPOYUTATh MPOCTO TaK”.

OH ynuBNEHHO CMOTPUT Ha JIu3. ITycTh comepxkaHue y HUX pa3Hoe, HO MOmo0HbIe THYHEIE THChMa He
IIPUHSTO ITOKA3bIBaTh KOMY II0TIAJIO.

[To xpaliHeu Mepe, Tak CYUTAIl XUpO.

Ho meByImKa J1eTKo KMBaeT, IPOTSATHBAs MHCbMO XUpOo. B HEM... HalIMCAHO:
Mos Bo3mo0neHHas Imu3aber.

4 pap, uto TH Graromony4yHo goOpasnack fo “Pricu”.

Ho nmompo6HO 1MoroBopuM, KOTfja CHOBA BCTPETUMCS.

4 6yny xmaTh Te0s1 B KpenocTtu bepr.

“Ucnionuswomuit 06s13anHocT HaMmecTHrKa TepMbep. KakoBa YHCIIEHHOCTh BOMCK B KPEIIOCTHU
bepr?”

“...Becw Tpetust Umnepckuii JlernoH, npuBe€HHLIN “BouTenpHunein”, HacyuTeiBaeT nopsamgka 3000
yenoBek”.

“CHOBa ruraHTCckas pasHuna”.

[TpoTHB Tpex THICSY YeJI0BEeK OBITIO BHICTABIIEHO BOMCKO B IBEHAAIATh THICSY. Huuero
YOUBUTEIIBHOTO, YTO JIU3 XOOUT TaKas MpadHas. XMpo W30 BCEX CUJI IIBITAETCS CKPHITh B3[0X U
o0myMBIBaeT fasibHelIme nencTusi. Boobie-To, B 3ToM Mupe y Xupo HeT ocoboro craTyca. Ecnu yx
COBCEM [IOCKOHATbHO BHUKATh, OH U IIPOCTOJIIOAUHY yCTymnaeT. He BcTpeTh oH JIu3, mpomasn Ob Ha
ynuiiax. Eciiu 4esoBeK ero moIoKeHus: COCTaBUT KAKOM-TO IJIaH, TO er0, KOHeYHO XKe, He IPUMYT BO
BHUMaHHE.

KpOMe TOro, OH FGPOfI THICSTYEJIETHEN OaBHOCTHU. [laxKe eC/Iy OH 4YTO-TO CKaXKerT, €My HUKTO He
IIOBEPHUT.

(JIu3, MOXKET, ¥ TIOBEPUT, HO BCE XKe...)

Tak unu nHave, OH PpennI BeI2KOaTh, II0Kd He pa36epéTc;{ B CUTyalluH. A xKorga BpeMiA I'IpI/IJIéT,
ImogyMaeT; He IIO3OAHO PEIInTh TO, 4YTO 6YI[eT JIy4quie.



Korma Xupo mogHsm rinasa, OH YBUAE YHUCTOe Ia3ypHoe He00, KOTOPOMY He ObIJI0O HUKAKOTO0 fefia 10
JIIOOCKUX BOJTHEHUH.

T'opop-morpanvyHUK “PrICH”, CTPaHHBIMA TOPOM, TA€e MYCTHIHI MUPHO COCEACTBYET CO CTEMbIO, MOJeIeH
Ha CeBEPHHBIU U H0KHBIM parioHbl. KOXKHBIM, KOTOPHIM IIpegHa3HauvyeH [AJ1s BXOAa B TOPOJ, HAaXOOUTCS B
IyCTHIHE; 0OBIYHO Ha YJIHIIAX IAPUT 0XKUBJIeHHE Oi1aromaps TOProBIlaM, HO ceryac, B IIpediBepuu
BOMHBI, HUKTO He OTKPHIBAET JIaBKU. [{axke XKUTENU HUIIINX CII0EB, KOTOPEIE TaM KUBYT, 3allePIUCh Y
ce0s moma. B rocTunuIlax 1 6apax u3peaKa MOXKHO YBUAETh HEMHOTOYNCIEHHBIX IIOCETUTEIEHN.

CeBepHas ke 4acCTh TOPOMA IpefHa3Ha4yasIach OISl TOTO, YTOOR! MBOPSIHE MOTJIM TaM IIepececTh Ha
nunuxkanc. Celiyac e TaM TOJIUTCS apUCTOKPATHS, KOTOPAs MOCIeInia co6paTh MOXKUTKHY,
cracasiCh OT BOMHEL; aTMocdepa TaM yapydarolas.

OrTyma mopora Befi€T B moMecThe Mapkrpada ['purabl. Ha mepBoM 9Taxke 3maHus, BO3JIE IIPOX0aa K
0aHsM, eCTh KOMHATa, B KOTOPOU XPAHUTCS UCTOPHUS TOPOMia ¥ UMIIEPUH.

KomHaTa KBagpaTHO#M (opMEl OblNla 3aCTaBlieHa CTe/lJIaXkaMM C KHUTAMU CO BCEX CTOPOH; Ha HUX
pacronaraiauch ToMa Kak JpeBHUE, TakK U CBexXHre. Te KHUTM, KOTOPBIM MeCTa He HAlIlJIOCh, CII0KUIN
Ha IoJTy. Y OKHa BMECTO CTyJIa yiexan Liepbep, KOTOPSIi cefiyac He MOXOAUIT Ha BEeIMUECTBEHHOTO
6eJloro BOJIKA, @ IPSTAJICS U TPSICCS KakK ILIeHOK, BEIMOKIINY 1ox moxkaéM. Ha crose nmexarna 1enas
ropa KHWUT, a 3a CTOJIOM, ITOAIJI0KHUB cebe oy 6€mpa MOAYLIKY, CUOEN U YUTaNl KaKOM-TO MapeHb. ITO
ObL1 XUpO, YepHOT a3kl ¥ Y4EPHOBOJIOCHH IOHOIIIA C JIMIIOM, KOTOPOe MOXKHO OTHOBPEMEHHO
OoXapaKTepu30BaTh U KaK KaJIOCTIUBOE, XU KaK KPOTKOe.

“IX... KaK HEJIOBKO".

Xupo Opocusl KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YKTall, Ha CTOJI, @ 3aTeM IIOKPYTUII €€ B PyKax, 4YTOOHl pa3riaguTh
cKnagku. EMy Ka3asoch, OyOTO OH YHTAET 3alKCh O TEMHOM IIPOIIJIOM, KOTOPO€ OH OCTaBHUJI ITOCIE
ce0s1 B BOCBMOM KJTacce.

B xaxpou kHure ynomusascs I[lepseii UMnepaTop, a ¢ HUM, eCTECTBEHHO, U €r0 - TOTAa eT0 3Bajlu
[IBapu. s Xupo 3To OBUIO TPU rofa Hasaf, a [jig 3TOT0 MUpa - THICAYy JIeT Ha3ap. Ero naxe
002KecTBOM CHeJajny; TOJIbKO IoayMalt 00 3ToM, U rojoBa 3aboena.

“OmgHako CcTpaHHO...”

Tpu roga Ha3af, B TPMHAALATH JIET, OH JOJIXKEH OB BEPHYTHCS Ha CBOIO POOHYIO IIJIAHETY, 3€MIIIO, C
Aneetuu. OgHaAKO, BCe MpeAaHus TOBOPAT O TOM, UTO XHPO MPOKUBAET CBOIO €CTECTBEHHYIO XKU3Hb
Kak Bropoii UMnepatop.

(Ko, BO uM$ BCexX IeMOHOB, 3TOT llIBapi?)

B ronose y Xupo BO3HMKIIa OOHA BO3MOXKHOCTE, HO OH TYT K€ [TI0Ka4aJsl F0JIOBOM, YTOOH IPUUTH B
cebs.

— HpOH.U'IO YZXKe ThICsA4a JieT. YTo OBI OH Ceruyac HU CKa3aJjl, 9TO HUYero He U3MEeHMUT.

YT0o0OHl OTBIIEYLCS, OH OPOCUTI B3TJISAN B OKHO. 3aKaTHOE 3apeB0, PaCCTUIAIOIIEECS 110 3allaflHOMy
HeOy, UTPAJIO C COJIHIIEM, MTapSIIUM Ha 3afiHeM IIJIaHe.

B cBeTe, IpoHKKaIEM Yepe3 3TO OKHO, OH BHITAIINI KaPTOYKYy U3 BHYTPEHHEr0 KapMaHa CBoel
¢dopwmrl. Ee man eMy epBeIY UMIIEPATOP ANTBTUYC, IPEXKe YeM OH BEPHYJICS B CBOM M3HAYaAJIbHBIM
MUp.



"Hy, oHa o4eHb 110X0XKa Ha OyXOBHYIO KapTy, HO..."

B KHuUTe OB CIIUCOK M300pakKeHuil MMOX0KUX KapT, HO OHU He ObUIM OOBIYHBIMU U He ObUIH
TOJICTHIMU. OH MOHATHS He UMeJI, YTO 9TO 3a IITyKa 4 KakK ee UCI0/Ib30BaTh.

"TToxoxe, 9T0 He "Hebecurit MMnepaTop"..."

Bnarocnosenue Kopons [Jyxos - 370 "BHewmHAg" cuia, KOTOpas CYLIeCTBYET 3a IIpefejiaMu
yenioBeyeckou MygpocTtu. Korma Xupo mocMoTpes Ha IIyCToe IIPOCTPaHCTBO, pa3falics TPecK, U
MIOSIBUIACh TPEIIMHA.

bemasa PYKOSATH BEICKOYHMJIA OTTYAd, CJIOBHO MENJIEHHO BBIIIOI3ad.

OmycTHB B3TJIAM Ha Tanuio, pykosith "HebecHoro MMmepaTopa" ucyesna, CJI0BHO ee YUCTO OTPe3alli.
Korpga oH cxBaTuni napsiyio B IpOCTPaHCTBe PYKOATE U BeITamunl ee, "HebGecHrulii MMmepaTop" ucyes
C ero TaJIuu U IOSBUJICSA B pyKe XUpo.

—— Tul cuuckan pacnonoxenue Hebecuoro Mmneparopa.
Y Torga oH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO CKa3asl eMy ANbTUYC, KOTZIa IT0Ka3all ee.
(...Y myxoBHOr0 Meda eCTb CBOX pa3yM.)

ITo Bone "HebecHtiit FiMmiepaTop" MaTepuanu3yeTcs yepe3 BpaTa Mexkay AjleTuei u TyXOBHBIM
MupoM. Kak TOTBKO OH BHIIIYCTHII €€, OHa KCYe3Jia B BO3AyXe, He [0oJIeTeB A0 3eM/Id. B KOMHaTe
TIOBHCJIA TUIINHA, 0€3MOIBUE pPacTeKanochk, KakK psob.

ThMa THXO BHIIIOJI3alia U3 KOMHATHI. 3By'KI/I I1aros HpI/I6HI/I}KaHI/ICb C 'POXOTOM U BCIBIMKOK. HemMHOT0
II032Ke OBEPH PE3KO0 OTKPEIJIACH, ¥ BOIIJIA PBIZKEBOJIOCAA OEBYIIKA, THEBHO I'JIAOA Ha.

"LlepOep! 4 3Harw, TH 3mech!"

IIByq)yx! n

[ToBepHYBUIKCH K Hel, XUPO B3TPOTHYI OT 37100HO-YAUBIEHHOT0 Bo3riiaca. Llepbep crpsiTancs 3a
CIIMHOU XUPO, HaBOCTPUB 3a0CTPEHHLIE YIIIH.

"91u! Unu croga. Unu xoTs OBl HOMOHU Jiamnbl."

JIu3 npubnMu3uIach ¥ IPOTSIHYyIa PyKy Llep6epy, HO BOJK TOJIBKO I'PO3HO 3aphiyall. 3arfIsiHyB B €T0
r71a3a, OHA YBHUJIeNla B HUX OTOHb, CJIOBHO OH BCTPETHII CBOEro 3j1eiiero Bpara. OH ObIT TBEPH B
CBOEM XKeJIJaHWW He COBUHYTHCS C MECTA.

"Yept! [IoyeMy THl TaK HEHaBUOUIIb KynaTbCs!"

"9M... mpocTH, JIu3, u3BUHHU, YTO IepebrBalo, HO y TeOsI eCTh MUHYTKa?"
IIqTO?II

"Hy, M, moueMy THl 6e3 ofgexKmbr?"

"UrtoOrI 3aTamuTh Llepbepa B BaHHy. {1 ObI HAMOKJIa, ecu ObI OCTaBUIa OfleXay. BoT mouemy 5 ee
CHANa. M 4 Kak cienyeT IpUKpPEITA [IOJIOTEHIIEM, TaK 4TO 9TO HEeBaXHO."



"HeT, moHMMaeIIb 4YTO... 3TO HEXOPOIIIO."

Ha camoM pene monoTeHIe IIPHUKPBIBAJIO TOJIBKO CaMO€ I'JIaBHOE€. Cy,]II/ITb OBITIO KpaﬁHe CJIOZKHO, HO
XI/Ipo OTBeJI I'J1a3a, YTOOB! KaK MOXKHO MEHbIIIe CMOTPETH, K COCPEOOTOYHUII B3TJIAO TOJIEKO Ha €€ JINIIEe.

2Karnb, 94TO OH yIyCTHI 3peNHile, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 y Hero He 05110 BEIOODA.
"Llep6ep-caH, He MOT OBl THI OTIIPABUTHCS B BAHHYIO BMECTO MEHS?"

OH momxeH OBITT YTO-TO CHENATh 10 TOT0, Kak npuaeT Tpuc. Kak u 0XKumanoch, Oy TaKOU CUTyaluu
HET OIpaBOaHUs.

[TpocyHYB pyKy BOKPYT TeJla BOJIKa, KOTOPHIM JIOBKO MOTaJI TOJIOBOM, OTKa3kIBasiCh, XUPO Mepenas ero
JIns.

"9u! He cxopmu ¢ yma!"

K3-3a crpontuBoro LlepGepa ee MOIOTEHIE OIYCTUIIOCH BHU3. Bpome OBl OHa 3TOTO He 3aMeTHIa 1
IIPOCTO Pa3BepHYIach.

X¥pOo He MOT HUUYEro CKa3aTh, ero NpHUIlypeHHbIe Ila3a MHUPOKO PacnaxHyIucCh. [IpUIuB CUIIH,
KOTOPOM OH HUKOTMa He oIylan faxe ¢ Medom [Iyxa, cobpascsi B ero HUXKHEW JacTu Tela. B To ke
BpeMsI OH 3a0BI1 BIOXHYTh, ¥ €0 JIUI0 BCILIXHYIIO.

—— Kucnopog.
ITO caMoe IJIaBHOE MJIsA Mofmei. MoXHO cKa3aTh, UYTO 3TO He0OX0OUMO IS XKU3HHU.
IIByxa! n

Haxkonerr Xupo cMOT TIpUATH B ce6st, BCIOMHUB, KaK [ABIIaTh. M U3 OTKPHITOTO ABEPHOTO IIpOeMa 3a
Xupo KTO-TO HabIromar.

—9T0 Onlna Tpucc.

Ha ee nutie Obl7T0 He THEB WK TIeYalb, @ YTO-TO OUeHb cTpaHHoe. Korga Tpucc MenneHHo
puONIu3uIach, XUpo Cpasy ke IPUHSI PeIlleHre W OMyCTUJICS HA KOJIeHH.

"TloxkanyiicTa. d TOMBKO IpoIry TeOs CIacTy MO0 KU3HB".

"Manbll, s I0JIKeH Koe 0 yeM Tebs CIIPOCUTh".

"¢ coemaio BCE, YTO cMOTy, 4TOOB TOMOYE Tebe... TaK 4TO, IT0XKaIyICTa, OIIagu MO0 XKU3HB".
"Kuzub? YTo 3TO... UTO THI BOOOIIEe UMeelllb B BUIy?"

LAY

"Tel crylIaems MeHsa?"

JIuno Xupo ompauusiock. OH HOHSJ, YTO PA3roBop OBUI He cocpenoTodeH. Bunumo, nosisnerue Tpucc
He OBUIO CBSI3aHO C TeM, 4To JIu3 Onlna oOHaxkeHa. OH ObUI paf, 4TO MOHSI 9TO BoBpeMs. Eciu Obl 0H



IIPOZIOJIZKUJI PA3rOBOP B TOM XKe JIyXe, OH OBl IIPU3HAJICS BO BCEM CaM.
XWpo TOOHST B3TJISIM, Ha €ro JIHIle MOSBUIach HAaTSAHYTas YIROKa.
"U-yeM 51 MOTy Tebe moMoub?"

Tpucc ¢ coMHEHHEM IIOCMOTPEN Ha CTPAHHOe MMoBeleHre XUpo, HO TOT Cpa3y xKe 3aT0BOPHII, C
TPYIOM YTO-TO IIPOU3HOCS.

"Hy... H-HeT. Ha gHAX NPOU30IIO CTOJIBKO BCET0, YTO 1 HEMHOIO 3amyTancs”.

Kak oH u npepmnosnaran, 9To 661710 He CBsi3aHo ¢ JIu3. B rinyOuHe OyuIy OH B3[OXHYJT C 00JIeTYeHUEM U
CTaJl CIIyLIaTh cjioBa Tpucc.

"¢ 3amam Tebe MPOCTOM BOIIPOC, Masbill.——KTO THI TaKO# Ha caMoM fgeje?"
"“YTO TH UMeEeIIb B BUAY..."
Cnalblfi CONMHEYHHIHM CBET OTPaXKaJCs ¥ IepeiuBacs, a Ha ero Inee 0J1eCHYI XOI0IHbIH KITUHOK.

"B 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT TBOETO OTBETA, Thl MOXKEIIb ITIOTEPATH TOJIOBY".

OH BHUfeN B r'ma3ax TPUCC, YTO OH CEPhE3EH.

"¢ Bepto Tebe, Masbiil. f B mory mepen ToOOM 3a TO, YTO TH CIIAC HAC OT cMpana cMepTu. Ho g He
MOT 3aKpPBITH I'JIa3a Ha TaKy JeMOHCTPALUI0 CUJIbL".

"Hy, T pas".

"$1 OBl TOMHSI PYKY Ha cBoero OnaropmeTens, eciny Obl 9TO HaBpeguio npuHiecce. Tak 4YTo mogyMai
00 aToM".

Xupo CTIIOTHYJI CIIOHY U MIPOYUCTHUII TOPJIO.

4 BTopoit umnepartop. Ecnu 6B OH CKa3asl 3TO, ero rojioBa HaBepHsKa IMoKaTuiack Ol 1mo mony. Ho
9TO He 3HAYMT, YTO OH MOXKET CKa3aTh, YTO OH Toxke ¢ 3emnu. ETo ronoBa Bcé paBHO O yIasa, eCiiu
OBl OH CKa3aJ 3To.

[Toka Xupo pa3MBIIUIAT HAMl TeM, KaK OTBETHTh, B KOMHATY C ITOPa3UTeIbHOM CKOPOCThIO BOEKa
Lep6ep. OH BHITIAMEN TaK XkKe, KaK Korga ero Beltamnwia JIu3. Kopode, oH HaBepHsIKa cOexarl.

"Bcé B mopsigke. 4 mepeofenack, Tak 4To 0osblile He myIny Tebs!"
B xomHuarty Boma JIu3, Bopya U XKaiysach, i—.
“Tpucc! Yro TH genaems!"

OHa 3ameTuna, 4yTo Tpucc HampaBUJl CBOM KIMHOK Ha Xupo, u nogbexasna K HeMy. U TyT xKe oHa
o0HsIa meto XUpo U [T0Baxja ero Ha II0JI, 3aTeM OHSATIa B3TJIsA U CBUPEIo TocMoTpesia Ha Tpucc.

"$1 He 3HAIO, YTO MIPOU3OIIIO, HO 3TO HEHUCTBUTENILHO Yepecyyp!"

"Bamre BricouecTso..."



"Momnuu. Y y6epu cBoi Meyq".

Tpucc 6e3 Bo3paxkeHU OYCTUIICS Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, CIIPSATaB Med B HOXKHEL. OT Tena JIu3 UCXOmu
ca0®Il clIagKUH 3alax.

"Tpucc. O0BSICHM MHE TOYHO, YTO IIPOU3O0ILIO0".

"JIus. THl KakK pa3 BoBpeMs, YTOOH KOe-4TO yCIbIIaTh".

XUpo TOXKe CeJl U BCTal Y HUX MeXKOYy HUMHU.

"qro?"

"——O TOM, KTO g Tako#. { yBepeH, Thl 00 9TOM 3aTyMbIBaJIach".

"Ecnu TH He X04ellb MHe TOBOPUTH, 3TO HOpMa/ibHO. MHE BCE PaBHO, €CJIU Tl HEe X04elllb".

Bups, Kak eé riasa HaluBalOTCS cle3aMy, XUpo HEMHOTO TIOMEMJIXT, @ 3aTeM IIOTpena eé 1o
rojyioBe. Xupo ycMexHycst JIu3, KoTopas BHTJIsAfeNa YOUTOM ropeM, Kak pefeHOK, pa3lydeHHbIN C
PONUTEIISIMU.

"Bce B mopsigke. [IpocTo MHe 3aX0TEI0Ch 9TO CKa3aTh".
"... Hy napno. 4 mocnyia, 4To CKaxeT XUpo".

"9TO0 He Tak CJI0KHO, KaK KaxeTca——".

Yepes cekyHAy Xupo mpobopMoTal.

" motomok BTOpPOro MMmmepartopa".

LAY

"... H-my?"

Ecnu OvI OH X0TeJT OBITh MOJTHOCTBIO YEeCTHEIM, MY IIPHUIIIOCh OB PACCKA3aTh UCTOPHUIO, KOTOPAs
IIPOM30IIIa THICAYY JIeT Ha3afd. Ho 3aBTpa UM IPeCTOsIO0 VHTH, ¥ OH HUKAK He MOT O00BSICHUTh 9TO
3a TOJIIHS UK OKOJIO TOTO. [I09TOMY OH PEIIHII IIPOCTO CONraTh.

"ECu THI CIIPOCUIIIb MEHS 0 JOKa3aTeNlbCTBe, 51 ObI CKa3all, YTO 9TO IIBET MOUX BOJIOC U I'a3. 9TO
IIPOCTO TeHEeTHUEeCKOoe Hacegue".

X¥pO MPOJOIXKal, YOIUBAAACh UX MOJTYAIUBOM peakIuu.
"Kcratu, s gymalo, 4YTO MeHs BIyCcTUnu B Jlec AHQaHT 13-3a KpOBHOM TMHUM BTOpOoro MMmeparopa".

"... Xupo. Tsl mOHUMAaEIb, YTO 3TO 3HAUUT?"

Xupo CKJIOHWII TOI0BY HaOOK, TnsiAs Ha JIu3, KoTopas 3aiana BOIIPOC C CEPLE3HKIM BEIpaXKEHUEM
M.



"OM, 4TO TH MMeelllb B BUAY?"

"Ecnu 3T0 mpaBpaa, To Xupo Oblsl OBl HACJIeMHUKOM IIpecTosia’.

"9T0 He Tak. d BCero muillb ero IOTOMOK".

"Ts1 uMeenns B Buay BoernHoro 'epos?”

“...Ila. HaBepHoe, HO..."

"Torma Th Oymens mociemHuM U3 MMmepaTopckoit ceMbr. Bo3MoKHO".
"Tlouemy?"

"TToTOMy 4YTO IIePBBIY UMIIEPATOP OCTaBUJI IIOCIEHEE 3aBellaHue".
"TlocnenHee 3aBemianue?"

"Ila. Kakoe cTpaHHOe XKelaHue, He TakK JIn?"

JIn3 mocMoTpena Ha MOJTYanuBoro Tpuca.

"Ecnu KTO-TO Ha3oBeT cebs motromkoMm IlIBapiia, ybemuTech, 4TO 3T0 B XpaMe [[yXOBHOT'O KOPOJIS.
Ecnu 3T0 Tak, fgaiiTe eMy CTaTyCc, KOTOPOTO OH 3acilyKuBaeT. [lyXOBHEIM KOPOJIb IIPOKJISHET TEX, KTO
HapYILIUT 3TO [IOCJIefHee XKelaHue. 1-"

--AnTtuii... Yto TH memnan?

OH yMHBIH 4yenoBeK. Bo3M0OXHO, OH TOA03peBat, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. MoxkeT OBITh, OH 103a00TUIICS O
TOM, YTOOH HUKaKUX HeyHoOCTB He BO3HUKJIIO, KOTa XUpO BEPHETCS B 9Ty 31oxy. OgHaKO OH OBLI
y2KaCHBIM 4€eJI0BEKOM, pa3 IIpefcKa3asl, 4To X1upo Ha30BeT cebsi IOTOMKOM.

"HTak, TH MOXKeIIb IPHHAIe)aTh K IMnepaTopckoi cembe. CuacTinup?"

Vnribka mosiBuach Ha ry0ax JIus, korma oHa oOHsIa ero. Ecnu 651 Xupo He OBIT TaKUM
06eCcyyBCTBEHHBIM, OH MOT ObI IIOHSTh, YTO OHA B HEro BoOn1eHa. OH MOT OBl ITOHATH, UTO 3TO HE
m000Bb, BO3HUKINAS W3-3a PA3HOTO COIMAJIEHOTO IOJIOKEHHS.

Ho Xupo yXMBITbHYJICS HEOXKHUIAHHOMY ITOBOPOTY COOBITHM U morpocunl LlepGepa o oMoy,
IIOIIPOCUB COBETA, KOTOPHIM TOT MOT OBl HATh.

CrnoBHO OH OBIJT YKOPEHEH B TOM, YTO IIPOM30IIJIO paHee, OH OB IIPOUTHOPUPOBaH, Korma Liep6ep
HAOYJCS U OTBEPHYJICS.

"...OyMy, 1 gyMar, 3TOTO JOCTATOYHO Ha AAHHBIM MOMEHT".

C HeNnpuUHYXKIEHHBIM BbIpaXkKeHHEM Julla Tpuc BCTaeT ¢ YyBCTBOM HeomoOpeHusi. HeyauBUTENbHO,
YTO OTBET Ha €ro IIPOUCX0XKeHNe He 00BSICHSIET 3arafiku ero CUIIb, Ho ¢ JIu3 mepen coboi y HEro
HeT BEIOOPa, KPOMe KaK CMUPHUTLCS C 9TUM.

"Ho onsiTh XKe, 1 He 3HaJI, 4TO XUPO IIOTOMOK BTOPOTO uMIepaTopa. Hy, s mymaio, HeMHOT0 00UIHO,
YTO TH HE AyX".

OH XOTeJl IOAKOJIOTh €T0, YOUBIASCH, COOMPaeTCs JIX OH BCe ellle TSIHYThb C 3TUM, HO ObLIM [ieia



IIOBaXKHeEe.

"OM, MOXKeIIlb, T0XKalyylCcTa, HIKOMY He TOBOPUTH, YTO s IOTOMOK BTOPOTr'0 uMIiepaTopa?”
"9 3Ha0, g 3Haw. Cefiuac MHI HE B TOM IIOJIOKEHUH, a ¥ MeHS Koe-uT0o OeCIIOKOHUT..."
"Ta... Cnacu6o".

XoTsI OH caM BUHOBAT B 3TOM, €r0 JIOXKb elre 00JIbIlle YCI0KHUIIA CUTYalui0. Bo3M0oXKHO, 3TO TO, YTO

HA3bIBAIOT XUTPHIM UHTPUTAHOM, TOHYIIUM B COOCTBEHHHIX KO3HSIX. OH B3[BIXaeT OTTOT'0, YTO B 3TOH

aMbTEPHATUBHOM PeaTbHOCTH Y HETO HUYETO He BEIXOOUT. MbICTU XHUPO OTYATHHO KPYTHIIMCh BOKPYT
MBICTIeH 0 OyAyIIeM.
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