“Koneuno, [llapnu3 BoymHOBanachk Obl, ecnu Obl Baille BenuuecTBo mpomnyckanu emy.”
“Xopotto, s moobenao.”
HMnepaTpuiia HEOXOTHO B3sj1a BUJIKY.

Crapimrast TopHHYHAs, HaOIogaomas 3a TeM, KakK UMIepaTpUIla eCT, BHe3alTHO BCIIOMHMITIA UMS,
KoTophIM [Ilapnu3 Ha3biBaja UMIIEPATPHUILY.

“Po3za.”
HacTosimee uMst uMIiepaTpuibl ObI7I0 O710M34a, a ee mpo3Bullle 6w110 Po3a.
“TONIBKO CeMbsl UMIIepPaTPULIEL MOTI'JIa TaK ee Ha3bBaTk...”

He ctourt 336BIBaTb, YTO UMIIEPATPHUIIA OJaXKe ITepeoaeiaCk B TOPDHUYHYIO U IIOIIJIa HAa TaKKU€e MEDHI,
YTOORI CKPEITE CBOIO JIMYHOCTE.

[Toxoxe, uMIepaTpulla DeNCTBUTENBHO 3a00TUIach 06 3TOM pebeHKe.
[ToaToMy CcTapiiias TOpHUYHAsS pelnuia yoensaTs [llapnu3 60sbiie BHUMAaHUS.

WimnepaTpulia, COCpefoToOYeHHAs Ha efie, BHE3AIIHO [IOHA YTO-TO, TIOHSAB I'Jla3a Ha CTapIIyIo
TOPHUYHYIO, U cIipocuia: “Pa3Be s He mpocuia Bcex 0THOCUTHCA K lapnus ¢ gobpoToun?”

“Ia, Baire BenrdecTBo. 4 TOMHIO Balll ITpuKas.”

“Torga moyeMy HEKOTOpPBIE TOPHUYHEIE [TOCMeIH IIpuaupaThes K llapnus, Korga oHa BOIia BO
oBopen?”

‘O, HeyXkKeJu UMIIepaTpulla YBUela II0TaCOBKY MEXKIY TOPHUYHBIMU?’

Crapiast ropHUYHas 00peYyeHHO B3[OXHYJIa, HO BCe XKe IJ1s1 Hee ObIsIo OBl IPECTYIIJIEHUEM CONTaTh
UMIIepaTpHIlE.

“OT0 mOTOMY, YTO TOPHUYHEIM O4YeHb He HpaButcs lapnus.”
“Yto BBl UMeeTe B BUOy?”

“Tak Kak [Ilapnu3 OblIa TPOCTO TOPHUYHOK-CTAKEPOM B 06pa30BaTEIbHOM IIEHTPEe, TOPHUYHBIE
IIBITA/IUCh €€ YHU3UTB.”

“Qro?”
I'maza uMnepaTpUIsl Cy3UIUCE.

HMnepaTpuiia IoJI0XKuIa CBOXM IPHUOOPHI Ha CTOJ ¥ IPOCTHO IIOCTyYasla IajbleM 110 IOIJIOKOTHUKY
CTyna.

“Kak oHM CMeIOT Tak ce0s BeCTH B MOeM ABopIe?”
“9T0 13-3a Moero ynyuleHus, Baue BenudecTtBo. B Oygyinem 51 Oyay X XOPOIIO AUCUUANINHIPOBATD.”

“Onu 6btu 3716 K [Ilapnu3s, HO He K KOMY-TO Apyromy.”



WMnepaTpulla peoko BEIXOAUIA U3 cebst, HO ceiiuac oHa Oblla JEHUCTBUTEIIBHO 3J1a.
Ha 3TOT pas crapiuas TOpHUYHAS MyIPO Pelliuia JepkaTh POT Ha 3aMKe.

“¢l maxke MTMYHO CKa3aJjia BCEM OTHOCUTHLCS K pebeHKY mo-1oO6poMy, HO OHU ITOCMEeNIH OCTyIIaThCs
MOero nmpukasa?”

“Bamie BenuuecTBo.”
“IToxokxe, MHe IPUOETCA HAYYUTh X, KTO X035MH 3TOr0 ABOpLa.”
['ma3a uMIepaTpHIlE Topenu THeBoM. Ee ryObl U30THYJIUCH B JIeeHSIIeH YTy yibOKe.

“MHe He HYXHEI JIFOOU, KOTOPLlE HE MOT'YT CJIef0BaTh MOUM IIpaBuiam.”

X X x

4 He Morma cmepXkaTb CBOET0 CYaCThA.

[Touemy?

[ToTomy 4TO efa, KOTOPYIO S TOIBKO UTO 10efa, Oblla IefCTBUTEIbHO BKYCHOM!
Korpa s BCIiOMHMIIA ey, MOU BKYCOBBIEe PELIENITOPHL 3afp0OXKajy OT BOCTOPra.

‘9o Onlna nyyInas efga, KOTOPYIo s Korpga-nubo ena! B cyme maxe O6v110 Msico! M oBomm He OBIIH
cyxumu! Cyn He GBI BOOSHUCTHIM, OH TIOYTH IIOXOAMII Ha pary, a xiaed Toxke He ObUT 4EpHBIM!’

Tak KaK paHblIlle g ela TOJIbKO TBEPABIY XJIe0, IMBIIIHOCTb 9TOT0 XIeba 3acTaBuIa MEHS BIIIOOUTHCS.
...MHe 0BOJIbHO HEJIOBKO TaK BOCTOPTaThCA KaKOW-TO €[I0H.

‘Ho aTo OBITIO TaK BKYCHO...’

4 B3pporHyna, KOrfa 3aMeTuia 3aMHTePeCOBaHHbIE Tla3a CTaplled TOPHUYHOM.

OHa gaxe OTJIOXKHIA XJ1e0, KOTOPHIH JepKaa.

“0, 60xke, s CITUIIKOM MHOTO Cchejia? MHe oueHb XKaJb!”

‘Yo, xak HenoBko. HaBepHoOe, 5 ena xKagHO.’

Crapiasi TOpHUYHAS IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPesIa Ha MeHsI, 0CTaBUB CBOIO €Iy HETPOHYTOM. Y CIIbIIIIAB MOe
M3BUHEHHUE, OHA MaXHyJla PYKOM.

“HeT, He B 3TOM feno...”
Ee méxku 3anunuch pyMsHIEM, U CIeAyIOIIKe CJI0Ba OHAa ITPOU3HECTIA TEIIEIM TOHOM.

“Illapnus, mouyeMy TH TaKas Munasa?”



“Y 1ebs Takue nyxiaeHbKue meuky! OHU KaXyTCcs TaKuMU MATKuMu! Mory s ux norporars?”
“[I-ma, moxamnyicTa, fejanTe KakK XOTUTe.”

Crapiasi rOpHUYHAS TYT K€ BCKOYMJIA U TKHYJIA ajabllaMy B 00e MOH LIEKH.

Kaxpeii pa3, Korja ee najblibl Kacaauch, MOM IIEKU HEBOJIBHO JEPTrajiuch B OTBET.

Yepes HEKOTOpPOE BPeMsi OHa paccMesiiach.

“O, mocMoTpuTe Ha 3T0! OHU MOX0XKU Ha MOJIOYHBIY IyAUHT!”

‘...9TO Tak Heso0BKoO. [ToxanyiicTa, I03BOIbTE MHE 3aPHITHCA B 3eMIII0!’

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs CTapiliasi TOPHUYHAS CeJla, TI03BOIMB 3TOMY ITOCTEIHHOMY MOMEHTY ITPOUTH.
Ho Kak TOIBKO CTapilas TOPHUYHAS Cejla, OHa MOJI0KKJIA Ha MOIO TapejKy BCEBO3MOXKHOU €[IHL.
Iaxe y MeHsI yM 3alI€N 3a pa3yM, KOorfia s yBUOesa, CKOJIbKO efibl OHa MOJI0XKMUIa MHE Ha TapeJiKy.

OHa 1moJI0KKjIa TON00POHOK Ha PYKY ¥ MOCMOTperNa Ha MeHS C JIIOOOMBITHEIM B3TTISIIOM.

“Tebe HpaBUTCS OapaHnHa? A KaK HacueT 3TOTO THIKBEHHOTO nupora? Xouelb, g BEIOepy s Te6s
pEIOHBEIE KOCTH?”

“MHe HpaBUTCA BCE.”

Crapiasi ropHUYHAS CTPAHHO Ha MeHSI CMOTpeJia, CJIOBHO Ha0ofasna 3a MHOM BO BpeMs efihl.
— Heyxenu s omubaoch?

— T-TyT Tak MHOTO €[HL...

Iazxe s1, mycKaBIIas CJIIOHKYU Ha 61roma, Obla MopaxkeHa KOJTMYeCTBOM e[k, KOTOPas I'POMO3IUIACh,
KaK ropa.

— Bce B mopsimke, MOXKeIllb ChbeCTh CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO 3aX0Yelllh!

Crapuas ropHruyHass BemOep roBopuia ¢ yIbIOKOM, ¥ B UTOTe ST HEMHOT'O ITepeera.
JlagHo, Bce OBIIO OYeHb BKYCHBIM, TAK YTO HUYETO CTPAIITHOTO.

ITocne YXKWHa CTapliasd rOPHUYHAA IIPEeOJIOXKujia IPOBOAUTE MEHA B MOIO KOMHATY.
— Xe-xe, — pPafloCTHO PacCcMesyach .

BEI7T0 HEMHOTO CTPAHHO, KOT[a KTO-TO TaK 000 MHe 3a00THIICS.

4 mompoianack CO CTaplled TOPHUYHOU y ABEPEU CIIaJIbHMU.

— JloxkuCh CETOIHS CIIaTh IOPaHbIe. YBUIUMCS 3aBTPa.

— JToOpoi HOYM.

HOHpOH_IaBIHI/ICB, S HaIlpaBUJIdChb B KOMHATY.



— JTO Ha caMOM [fiejie MOsi KOMHaTa!

4 Ovina Tak CUacCTJIKBa, YTO TOYYBCTBOBAJIa JIETKOE TOJI0BOKPYKEHNE.

4 3anpeIraysna Ha KpoBaTh.

MaTpac mofcKo4YuI U MATKO 00XBaTUII MOE TeJIO.

— CeropHs g 6eCIIOKOUIach, 4YTO YBUXKY €€ BO JBOPLE.

Ho croBHO Ha3/10 5 faxe He MeIbKHYyJa B TEHU UMIIEPaTPUIIBL.

4 noxarna nnedamu: «M mpaBfa, 3aueM UMIIepaTPHULE BCTPeYaThCs C TOPHUYHOM ?»

— MHe nIpoCTO HYXKHO Kak clieflyeT felaTh CBOI0 paboTy. Temeps, KOTfa S BO ABOPIlE NMIIEPATPHULIHL...
Moe cepalie cTano TSXKeJbIM, CJIOBHO K HEMY IIPUBSI3ajid KyCOK CBUHIA.

4 cobupanach n3berath 06enx KeHIMH. Ecny g BCTpeuych ¢ UMIIEPaTOPOM, Mbl OKazkeMcs BMecTe. 4
He X0TeJa, YTOOH 9TO ITPOU3OIIIIIO.

B Moeii TonoBe pousuch 0€CIIOKOWHBIE MBICIIHM, HO MO€ TEeJI0 OBbIJIO CIIMIIKOM YCTaBIIUM.
CeropgHsi IPOU3OIIIO MHOT'O PA3HEIX COORITHM.

— ¢ mepeexajia B HOBHIH IBOPEI], IOTOM 3TOT UHIIUAEHT C TOPHUYHLIMY, a ellle s IepexuBaa, 4To
BCTpeUy UMIIepPaTPHUILY.

—VYb-ob...
4 momkanma HOTU U 3€BHYIIA.
— OX, MHE HY2KHO YMBITBCS.

Beky HaJMIUCh CBUHIIOM, OTKJIIOYAasiCh caMy C000#. 4 yxKe IOYTH 3aCHYJIa, KOTAa YCIbIIana CTYK B
IIBEPE.

OT HEeOXKUAAHHOCTHU 5 Cpaldy XKe cejla IPSIMO U COCKOYHUIIa C KPOBaTH.

— Kto0 Tam?

— Bui criute?

Korpma s oTKphina OBeph, Iepeno MHOM IIpefcTaa CTapiinas rOpHuYHas XeugeH.

OHa MATKO yIBIOHYTIach ¥ CKa3asa: «f codupasnach IMYHO MPECTaBUTh BaC TOPHUYHKIM, HO,
KaXKeTcs, cTapiias ropHuuHas BemOep yxke 000 BceM 1103a00TUIIACh>.

— Ox, cnacu6o. He 6ecniokoiiTech 060 MHe!
— Kak Bce npomto? Crapiias ropHryHas Oblla K BaMm goopa?
— Ila, oHa OYEHb MUJIasi, — KUBHYA 5.

— 910 Xopo1io. Ha camom gerne g IIPpHUIIlJIa KOe-4TO BaM O4Thb.



— Mmue?

— Ia.

KuBHyB, cTapiuas TOpHUYHAS BIOXKHUIA MHE YTO-TO B PYKY.

Korma s oTKpEIIa ee, Ha JIafloHK OKa3ajlach MajieHbKas 6aHOYKa Ma3H.
— Ma3sp?

— Ee BenuuectBo HMIIEPATPHUIIA BeJjieJla IIePeadTh €€ BaM.

4 pacTporanacs, yCbIlIaB ee CI0Ba.

Heyxemnu oHa BCIIOMHMIIA IIPO BOJIABIPY, KOTOPHIE Y HAC TOSIBUIMCH, KOTTIa MBI MBIJIA KOPUAOP?
— V¥ Bac OpLIM IOTPECKaBIINEeCS PYKH, X OHa ITOIIPOCUIIa IIepefiaTh BaM 3TO JI€KapCTBO.

— IMoxanyiicta, mobmarogapute 3a Hee Ee BenuuecTBo uMIepaTpuily 3a ee fo6pOTy.

— IIa, HETIpEMEHHO, — OTBETHJIa TOPHUYHAS U ITIOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHs MoJida. B ee riasax, Ka3asoch,
OLLIIO MHOT'O MEICJIEH.

— Ee BenuuecTBO Bce BpeMs clipaliuBaja 060 BCcex Bac, IToKa obemara.

— 3aueM?

— Kaxertcsi, Ee BenuuecTBo 04eHb 0 Bac 3a00TUTCS.

...3HAQYUT...

Moe cepflie KOJIOTUIIOCH B TPYH.

Crapiasg ropHUYHas OPOTSAHYJIA PYKY U ClerKa IoxJiolana MeHs I10 TOJIOBe.
— He Ttoneko Ee BenmuecTBo K BaM XOPOIIIO OTHOCUTCS, S TOXKE.

— Ax...

— Tak 4To maBaiiTe B OyAyIeM XOPOIIO JaguTh, TagHO?

Kak HU CTpaHHO, ClI0Ba CJIOBHO 3aCTPS/IM Y MeHS B ropiie. {1 Moria TOIbKO KMBHYTh B OTBET.
Crapias ropHAYHas CHOBA YJILIOHYIach MHe, TIpeXke YeM Pa3BepHYThCA.
Korpga oHa BhIIIsIa U3 KOMHATHI, 5 KPETIKO CXKaJla B PyKe TIOOMK C Ma3bio.

«IToueMy uMnepaTpuila Tak godpa ko MHe? Heyxkenu cectpa Po3a HUKOTTIa HE BEPHETCS...»

X X x

Ha cnepgymomuii feHb...



¢ MpoCHYyack C pemUTENTbHEIM BEIPaXKEHUEM JIHUIIA.

HOCMOTpeB Ha HACTE€HHEBIE YadChl, 3aMeTUuJia, 4YTO 6bIJIO BCEro IIATh yTPa.
Oxel, 3HQYUT 51 IPOCHYJIACh HE CIUIIKOM IO3THO.

4 cxkarna Kynaku.

Ceropnnsi cobupasnach yiTu nopaHblie.

— IIycTh BCTpeYaThCsl C TOPHUYHBIMK BCE €Ille HEMHOTO CTpaIIHo. Ho s He MOTy I03BOIsAThE cede
omrmbaThcs. Tem Goriee, KOrma TOPHUYHEIE He JTI00ST MEHS.

[TpuyecriBasich, 1 HEPBHO I0XKaJsla IiedaMu.

['opHUYHEIE, [T0-CBOEMY, OB II0X0XKM Ha TOPHUYHEIX B 00pa30BaTe/IbHOM 3alle.

OHu OBITM HaMHOTO CTapllle MeHs, U... OHU OUYeHb MeHSI HeHaBUIelIU.

«HeT, — 51 mOKa4as rojoBoy, OTTOHSS MpadyHble MBICTU. — Temneps 5 opullianbHasg TOPHUYHAS U

Ha4aJIbHUIId TOPHUYHEIX>.
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