— I'maBa CuMeHb TaKXke CYHMTAEeT, YTO Tak OymeT nyulie ajs Bced umnepun Cesaroro [IpakoHa. B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae, OH He cTajl Obl KepTBOBATh CYACTheM CBOEH BHYYKH... — B3IOXHYJ UMIIEPATOP
JlyH.

B utore, bait FOu Xao HaxMypuicsa 1 3amoida.

JIro FOHB Croans u JIyH Croo3 AHb 3ayM4YuBO ITIOCMOTPEIIU Ha IHOLIY.

— Jlyu CroaHb, T He 0OJIKeH 000 MHe 0eCIIOKOUTLCS, — CIycTs napy MuHyT, FOHL CroaHb
IIOTIBITaIach PemuTh IpobieMy. OHa IpeKpacHO 3Hasla uYTo OH 0053aTeIbHO IIPUMET BO BHUMaHUe eé
yyBcTBa. OMHAKO C TOTO MOMEHTA KaK OHa CTaJla ero XeHIMHOM, 3Hajla YTo OH He OyneT
IIpUHaexaTh el OOHOM.

Baii FO#1 Xao nmocMoTpes Ha CBOIO XXKeHY, a 3aTeM fiajl 0TBeT UMIlepaTopy: — f maM OTBET II0 TPEeThEMY
BOIIPOCY, KOTa OH Oy#eT 00bsIBIIEH.

VimmepaTop JIyH yOIUBUIICS, Belb CJIOBA IOHOIIM OBIJIA OBYCMBICIEHHBIMU. OH He Befial UTO TOT
IpPUIyMal.

— JIyn Croans... — B rna3ax JI1o FOHb CroaHb IPOMENIbKHYIU UCKPHL PACTEPSHHOCTH.

— Pa3 370 BCE, 5 moiay o0BABUTEL TPH BalllUX NIpHKa3a, — CKa3asl I0HOIIIa, HAPaBIAsiCh K ABEPIM
KOMHATHI.

— Hmnepatop JIyH, Kak gymaete, JIyH CioaHb cornacutcs? — cmpocunia JIio FOub Cioanb, Habmomas
3a MCYEe3allUM 3a OIBEPhI0 I0HOIIEH.

— ¥ CroaHb 9pa CBOM MBICJIHM Ha 9TOT CYET, IIyCKal pelaeT, — MOORITOXUI uMiepartop JIyH,
COLIYyPUB TJasa.

JTto FOub Croanb u JIyn Ci03 SIHb meperIsSHyIUCh, TIOCTIe Yero MOCIeoBaiu 3a IHOIIEeH.

B ator momenT bau FOu Xao Hanpasisiacs K BEIXOAQY M3 II0KOEB, 3a HUM IocnienoBanu CuMeHb TSHD U
My HUHs.

— Kus3b Yu Croanb, UMIIepaTOp paccKas3asl BaM BCE 4TO xoTenn? — cupocun CuMmeHs TSHb.

HOHoa KUBHYI B OTBET.

— Torga 4To B peu_mnn? — CIIPOCHUII MyXK4YHHA.



Ha ato baut IO Xao Hu4Yero He OTBETHUJI U IPOCTO BHIIIEN U3 ITOKOEB, ABOE T€HEPAI0B IIPOIOIKUIA
CJIefoBaTh 3a HUM.

[Tepen MOKOSAMU BCE €Il€ CTOSIM IO UMIIePaTOPCKOM CEMbY U OCTaJIbHbIe BaXKHbIE JIMIA CTPAHHL.
Korpa onu yBupenu Brimenmero bau 0 Xao, u3HavaabHBIY IIIYM Pa3roBOPOB Cpa3y YTUX.

— CnymaiiTe IpuKa3 uMIlepaTopa... — ckasan bait FO# Xao, risigs Ha TOMIy mepen coOox.

Bce TYT K€ HAIIPATJINCE, 00MEeHHBasICh MexXny coboii BOIIPOCHUTEJIIbHBIMHU BEIPAKEHU MU JINII.

3a HECKOJIBKO JHEU [0 BO3BpallleHUs UMIlepaTopa 0 CTOJULe y2Ke PaCIPOCTPaHUIIUCh
BCEBO3MOXKHBIE CITyXH. Y MHOTHX ObIIM CBOU JOMBIC/IH U Hanboee BEPOSITHBHIM U3 HUX OBIIO TO, UTO
Bbaiu HOit Xao cTaHET HOBBIM HMIIEPATOPOM.

Co cmepThio JIyH Ao, BacTh UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbu ociabiia, BDEMEHHO IIOYTH BCEM YIIPABJISIIH
Ipyrue NpuHIEL. Ho Bce OHM MPOCTO He MOIXOOUIH Ha 3Ty POJIb, KTO-TO aXke He CIIPABHIICS C
YacThbio 00513aTeNbCTB. Bece oHM Hen30exxkHOo ObutH OB 0TOpOIIeHHl Bait FOit Xao, KOTOPHIN SIBIISIIICS
JIy4lIuM KaHOUOATOM Ha MECTO UMIIepaTOopa.

Kpome Toro, mo cronuile Xogui elle OguH CIyX. Bo BpeMs mpa3fHOBaHUS CTOJIETHEHN TOJOBIIUHEL
co3pmanus KinaHa CuMmens, Cumenb Cio3 myO/IMYHO MOAHSIIA Bompoc o 6pake ¢ mpuHileM JIyH CioaHb,
OHa JaJa Jaze CBOE corjiacue.

B 1o BpeMs CaM IOHOIIA IIOgapPuiI el Kak IIpUOaHHOE MHOZXKECTBO PEOKUX COKPOBHIII.

W3 3T0r0 MHOTHE MOTJIA CYAUTh, YTO B CKOpoM BpeMeHU baul F0i Xao u CuMeHns Cr05 CTaHYT MyXKeM
U XXEHOM.

Y ecnu 3TO CIIy4UTCS, TO Y IOHOIIU MTOSIBUATCS MOAOepkKKa KilaHa CUMeHb, OH CTaHET eUHCTBEHHBIM
YyesioBeKOM B uMnepuu CBsiToro [IpakoHa C IOAAEPKKOM TPEX BEIMKUX TeHEPAJIOB U ABYX
CHUJILHEHIIINX ceMeii!

Bcé 3T0 MOXeT ITOMOYb €My BOCCTAaHOBUTE U CHAEJIaTh UMIIEPHUIO ellleé CUJIbHee.

KoneuHo, ecnu bait FOi1 Xao cornacurcs cTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM.

— IlepBBIM IprKa30M UMIepaTop JIyH pemmsi Ha3HauuTh MOETro ChiHa - JIyH HAHbIIM creqyommm
HaCJIeJHUKOM TPOHA.

Kax TOJIBKO r0JI0C I0HOIIM pa3fasics, Ha JIUIax KaXkaoro nepen HUM MOABUIICSA MIOK. OHU He 0XUOaIu
YTO UMIIEPATOpP He IepefacT HaupsaMyto TpoH Bau I0i Xao, a mpemoCTaBUT 3TO MECTO €r0 CHIHY.



9TOro BCe IBHO HE OXKHUIAMN.

— TTo3BonbTE MHE O0BSICHUTE 3TO pelneHue. [IepBoHaYaIbHO UMIIEPATOP HaMepeBaJICs mepenaTh
TpoH npunny JIyH CioaHto. OfHaKO MIPUHI 0TKa3ascs. MiMmepaTop, g u reHepan CuMeHb TIIATeIbHO
IofyMaJjiy Hafl 9TUM U B UTOTe IIPUIIN K TaKOMY PeIleHni0, — BHe3alHo cKa3ana My MHb, cTogBInas
no3aau bay it Xao.

— Ortkasajcs yHacenoBaTh TPOH?

— OT1oro He MOXKeT ObITh. CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM — MeuTa 0eCUMCIIEHHOTO0 MHOXKeCTBa niofel. OmHako,
KHs3b Yu CroaHb OTKa3acs...

— 4 HUKOTa He CIBIIIA, YTOOBI IIPUHITEI OTKA3BIBAJIMNCh YHACIIEOOBATEL TPOH.

— Moxet kH513b Uu CioaHb 00JIbIIIE He TIpeflaH Halllel UMIIepUun?

— Kusa3ps Yu CroaHb JeliCTBUTENIbHO HEOORIYHEIY YesloBeK! BeposiTHO, ¥ Hero Kyzna 6oyee BEICOKHE
aMOUIIMY U OH HE X04YeT OTPaHUYKBATLCS TPOHOM...

«,.»

Jlromu ¥Mesu CBOM MHEHMSI 110 IIOBOAY 0TKa3a, HO 663 KOHKPETHKHU OHM BCE PABHO He MOTJIH €ro
MOHSTh. VX UMb YOUBUIIA TaKas XpaOpoCTh, Belb HUUEro Momo0HOr0 paHbIlle He CITy4ajioch B
uctopuu ummnepuu Cesitoro [IpakoHa.

Bupumo, mns npuniia CioaHs mJaXe IOI0XKEeHNe UMIIepaTopa OblJI0 HU3KKUM, YTOOH 3aMHTEPECOBATh
ero!

B TakoM KJTi04e IofyMalii MHOTHE U B 9TOT MOMEHT CTaJld CMOTPETDH Ha IOHOIIY C OTTEHKOM CTpaxa.
Bait HO# Xao Ka3ajcs UM B HEKOTOPOM CTeleHHU faxe 0ojee yCTpalllaoliiM, YeM ero OTell.

— Bropoii npuKka3 3aKiIo4daeTcsl B TOM, YTO C CETOOHAIIHEr0 o uMnepus CBAToro [IpakoHa
00OpHIBaeT BCe CBSI3U C KJIAaHOM JIpakoHa.

Korpga miogu YCIIBIIIAaJIA OT IOHOIIIN BTOpOfI IIPpHUKa3, BCE€ N0 €AUHOI'0 IIOTEPAJIX Jap PEYH. Onu ObUTH
COUTHI C TOJIKY, II04YeMYy UX UMIIEPHUA TdK BHE3AIIHO OJOJIZKHaA OﬁpBIBaTI: CBsA3H C KJIaHOM JIpaKOHa?

Bomee Toro, 0e3 OYXOBHOT'O KJIaHa B Ka4Y€CTBE ITOKPOBUTEIISA, UX UMIIEPHUA B I'/la3aX OPYIrUX CTPAH
CTaHeT OOJIbIINM KyYCKOM XKHMPHOT0 MfCa.

[ToHmMas 3TO, YIIEeHH HMHepaTOpCKOfI CEéMbHM U MUHHUCTPEI Ha4YaJIl IOOAHUMATh BO3PazKEeHHU .



— He HyKHO HWYero npepjaraTh Uiu Mpeanojarats. UMmepaTop uMeeT BECOMYIO IPUUYUHY Tak
IOCTYIUTh. Takxke, 06cynuB 9To ¢ uMmneparopoMm, My Uub u CuMmeHs TSHEM, BaM HYKHO
pacIpoCTPaHUTh 3TH CIIyXU 110 BCeX uMiepun, — nprkasan bau KOt Xao B cBOel BHYIIUTEJIbHOU
MaHepe.

JTromu mepen HUM Cpa3y xKe YCIOKouauch. OHY ObITM CUJIBHO HAMyTaHH HEOCSI3ae€MEBIM IaBJIEHUEM,
HCXOMUBIIUM OT IIPUHIIA.

— INocnenuuii prUKa3 KacaeTCcsl MEeHS HaNpAMYI0. f CY4uTalo 4TO BCe yKe CIIBIIaNy 0 Moen
nioMoJiBKe ¢ Mucc CumeHs Ci09 u3 KnaHa CuMeHb, Y Hac Obl1 6pak 110 JOTOBOPEHHOCTH... — KOT'TIa
Baii 101 Xao gomeén mo 3Toro MOMeHTa, OH Pe3K0 OCTAHOBUJICSI ¥ Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMOoJTdall.
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