— Tw1 Toxxe Bxomu, — Bait FO# Xao ckazan Cumens Cios.

IeByllIKa TUXO XMBIKHYJIa ¥ BOIIIIa, HO B TO K€ BpeMs Opocriia MUMOJIETHBIN B3I Ha I0HOIy. Ei
0 CUX TIOP OBIJIO TSKEJI0 CMUPUTLCS C TEM, YTO HUKUEMHEIN MaIb4yMIlKa ABYXJIeTHEN NaBHOCTU
Teleph BO MHOTO pa3 CuibHee e€, 6osee TOro o6afan AByMs HEBEPOSITHO MOITHEIMU OYXOBHBIMU
nutomiaMu. Kyma He TOCMOTPH, HO eii OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO CPaBHUTLCS C HUM.

Korpa Baii FOit Xao y6egumncs 4To OeBYIIKH BOIIIH, OH IIOCMOTPET B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKy/la OHU
TIPUIILIH.

[Tocne monTOro OXUAAHUS OH, HAKOHEI], YBUIE] IPUOIUKaoUMecs Tpyu QUTYpHL.

— BrI B mopsigke? — CIIPOCHII I0HOIIIA HAMPSXKEHHBIM TOJI0OCOM.

— OT0 ObIIM TAUHCTBEHHBIE MYXOBHEIE 3BEPH, CIIPABUTHLCS C HUMHU OYeHb TPYAHO. [[axke Mbl BTPOEM
eBa JI1 CMOXKeM YOUTb OOHOTO U3 HUX, 6J1aro OHM 3a HaMU He MTOTHAJIUCh...» — 3asBUJIa TSIKEJBIM
TOHOM My UHb.

— JlapHo, TOMOEMTe OTOBIXaTh, — KUBHYN baut F0it Xao.

[Tocre 4ero BCe BOLIIY B IIEIIEpY.

Ha cnepytomuii neHb, paHO YTPOM I'PYIIIIa IPOAOJIKUIA MYTh.

[TpeomoeB MHOXKECTBO MPENSATCTBUM, KOMaH/a MpuOblia Ha OKPAauHy TEPPUTOPHUY KilaHa ApaKOHa.
Boiist B rycTOM J1€C ¥ MPOUMIST HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, OHU YBUENTH HECKOJIbKUX XKEHIIIWH U3 KJTaHa
OpakKoHa, coOuparImux GPyKTHL.

— WHTepecHO, OHM 3HAIOT I'Ae Aepxkart otua? — rpynna bau FOit Xao cKpriBanach B TyCTOU JIUCTBE U
BHUMATEJIbHO Ha0II0masa 3a XKeHIMuHaMHI.

— MoxeT cupocuM? — npepnnoxuiia Cumers Cro3.

— Tax MbI TUIIL PaHblle BpeMeHHU NpenynpenuM Bpara, — LI3u Illyans Oblia IPOTUB 3TOTO PEIIeHUS.

— Ho kak MBI IOMAEM T'e ero fepkaT? — IIpPoBOpYaa JeBYILIKa.

— Ecnu Tak He CUIUTCA Ha MeCTe, MU U CIIPOCH, — HeNOBOJIbHO cKa3asa Ll3u lyaHs.

— Bor u nouny, — ¢dripkHyna Cumens Cr03 U IoMYanach K KeHIIZHaM.



Baii O#1 Xa0 u ocTasibHBEIE B PAaCTEPSIHHOCTH II0Ka4Yaid TOJIOBOM.

— C109 3p CNIMIIIKOM HETEpIeNuBa, — CMYIIEHHO MPoOyOoHuI CuMeHb TsHb.

— 3aueM THI €€ TPOBOIIMPOBaia, HeueM 3aHAThCA? — Bbait F0it Xao cepguto mocMmotpen Ha Ll3u
Olyaus.

— [ITa KTO e 3HAaJI, YTO OHa TakKas riaymas... — L3u Illyans 6ecromMoIHo mnoxasna mjaedaMu.

— He Bomnnyiics, renepan My noia ¢ He#t, — CuMeHb TSHb ITOIBITANICS CTTIAAUTh HaKaJISIOIIYI0Cs
atMmocdepy.

Baii FOit Xao mocMoTpes B CTOPOHY, rae crosina My VHb, HO IEBYIIKY TaM yXkKe He OBUI0 BULHO.

B aT0 Bpems, My Uub u CuMeHns Ci03 0Ka3anuch BO3Jie KeHIIKMH KlaHa ApaKoHa U Hadall C HUMU
Pa3roBapUBaTh.

2KeHIMMHEI criepBa ObIM HaAITyTaHBI, HO KOT'7Ia YCIIBIIIAK YTO TeHepan My obpaliaeTcs ¢ HUMU Ha
SI3bIKE OPAKOHOB, YCIIOKOUJIUCE.

[ToroBopuB HeMHOro, My MHb mOCMOTpeJIa Ha I'PYIILY IOHOIIM U IT0OKadasa rojoBoi: — OHa He 3HaeT
rIe mepXkaT UMIlepaTopa, HO OHa CKa3ajla 4YTo II0JIrofia Ha3aj IIPUBEJIU TSIKeJI0 PaHEHOr0 YeJIoBeKa.

Korga IpyIiiia yCJbIIaliad 00 3TOM, BCE CpPa3y XKe IIOHAIIN O KOM IIJIa PeYb.

— Yrto Teneps genath? — cupocuina L3u LlyaHs.

— I'enepan My, BH yke ObIIM B KJTaHE APaKOHa, BEPHO? Y Bac eCTh UIeH, TIe MOTIH OBl YOepKuUBaTh
umneparopa? — CuMeHb TsIHB IOCMOTPENT Ha [eBYIIKY IPOHUI[ATENILHBIM B3TISIIOM.

— ¥V MeHd eCTh NIPeArnooxXeHusi, Ho fobpaThcs Tyaa OymeT mpobaeMaTUYHO, — HaxMypunach My
WHE.

— Hackoneko TpynHo? — cupocun bai FOu Xao.

— Kax TonbpKO MBI BOMEM Tyfa, IIaHCH BEIOPAThCS OUeHb MaJibl. [laxke eclii TaM HaXOOUTCS
UMIIePATOP, MBI OYEHb CUJIBHO PUCKYyeM... — 0TBeTusia My HHb.

bau HOi1 Xao u gpyrue nprusagyMauch Hafi CJIOBaMU T'eHepaa.

— JlaBaliTe CHaydasa JIO6epéMCH [0 TOTO MecTa. ITO JIy4diie, 9yeM OeclieTbHO OLIMBATLCS 37ech. Ha



MeCTe yKe OIpeeIuMCs, TaM OH UJIM HET U KaK OyIeM ero cracaTh... — K TAKOMY PEILIEHUI0 IPUIIETT
Bau O Xao.

Bce cormacunuce ¢ aTUM.

— Xopoito, Ho JHEM MH 00jIee 3aMeTHEI, HY2KHO [T0XKIaThCS [T0Ka CTeMHEeeT, — CKa3ana My HHb,
g Ha Hebo.

— A 410 c Hel genaTh? — Llao Lun JlaHb TOCMOTpesia Ha XEHI[UHY U3 KIaHa JpakoHa.

— Bo3bMéM eé ¢ coboif, MOXKET OHa IPUTOOUTCS, — IPEJI0KIUII IOHOIIIA.

[Tocne gero T'PyIilla HalllJla OTHOCUTEJIbHO HE3aMEeTHOE MECTO mo6/IM30CTH U YCTpOHIIa IMpuBai oo
HOYH.

— I'maBa CuMeHb, MBI MOXKEM IIOTOBOPUTH HaeguHe? — BHe3amnHo, bai FOit Xao momomeén K
MeputupywimeMy CuMens TgHIO.

CumeHb TSHB COTTIACHIICS, KaK TOJILKO YBUIET CePhE3H0e BEIPaXKeHMe JIUIla IOHOIIN. 3aTeM OHU
BIIBOEM OTOIIIJIK OT UX JIarepsi.

— IIpunn Jlyu CioaHb, B 4éM feno? — CuMeHs TsHb cpa3y X&Ke 3aja BOIIPoC.

— 4 xouy, 4TOOHI BBl MHE TIOMOTJIH.

— ITomor? Ecnu 1 cMOTy 3TO CHenaTh, IPOCTO CKaXUTe, — MYXKYKWHE 3arafjoOgYHOCTh I0HOIIN
II0Ka3aJjlach CTPAHHOM, HO OH OBLI TOTOB €T0 BHICITYIIATh.

— XO0T$s1 y MeHs eCThb TO, YTO KJIaH ApPaKOHa XOYeT 3all0IyUYUTh, BIIOJTHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO OHM YOBIOT
Hac, Jabbl UX MPeCcTyIieHue He Ob1I0 PacKphITO. OHU, 0€3YCIIOBHO, HE XOTST TEPSTh TAKOTO
IIOOYMHEHHOT0, KaK Hallla UMIIepus, — IpsaMo cka3an bau FOu Xao.

— ITogo6HOE MOXKET CIYYUTHLCS, HO UTO BBl XOTUTE MPEAIPUHATH?

— Ecnu MBI CMOXKeEM YCIIEIITHO CITaCTHU MMIIEpPATOpPa, 4 HadelCh, BBl CMOXKETE ITOCIIEIITHO ITOKUHYTh
KJIaH OPpaKOHa C MOMM OTIIOM M OCTAJIBHEIMH, — PEHIMTEJIbHO OTBETHII I0OHOIIIA.

— A BBI? — U3YMHUJICS MYKYHHA.

— I'maBa CuMeHb, BB IPEKPACHO 3HAETe CUIy KJlaHa APaKOHA, TaK YTO KTO-TO JOJIXKEH OCTaThCH U
IIPUKPHITE BacC.



— Ho maxe ecnu ceitdac BB CUJIbHBI, BaM OyIET TSKEJI0 CIIPABUTHCS C MaCcTepaMy KjlaHa JpaKoHa.
Jlyuiie yxk, 4TOOHI 51 ¥ TeHepan My ocTanuch IPUKPHIBATh OTCTyIIeHue, — CumeHnb TSHD OB
HEeCOTJIaCeH C IIJIaHOM IOHOIIH.

— BrI 00a onopa uMnepuu u 0e3 Bac IOJIOKEeHNEe CTaHeT JIUIIL XyXKe, 4eM Oblsio. bonee Toro, 4To6H
BEIOPATHCS C 3eMeJib APAKOHOB... TOJBKO BaM IBOMM 3TO yoacTcs. K ToMy e, oKa y MeHs
TAWHCTBEHHOE COKPOBHUILE, OHU MO-00JIbIIel YacTu OyIyT 3aMHTePeCcOBaHHl II0MMaTh MEeHS, — I0HOIIIa
noctapascs 00bSICHUTb CBOU MBICIIH, YTOOHI TeHepaJl IIOHSII ero.

Cumenb TsiHB OBICTPO [OTafanCs, YTO I0HOIIAa BO3HAaMEePUIICS CIIaCTh UMIlepaTopa J1ito6o 11eHoi. Bot
TOJIBKO OH He ITOHMMaJI II0YeMY OH TaK PHUCKOBaJ COBOii.

— TerI cKa3an 3T0 reHepany My? — MOMHTEPeCcoBaJICsI MyXK4YUHa U 1IP0 ce0s TAKeI0 B3MOXHY. B
TAKOM MOJIOJIOM BO3pacTe I0HOoIIa 00jagaeT HEBEPOSITHHIM MYKECTBOM M OTBAaroi, 4To eMy faxke
CTBITHO 3a ceds cTaso.

— OHa, onpefeneHHo, He COTJIacUTCA. BOT moyeMy s XOTel MOMPOCUTE Bac 0 nmoMmouu. Korma mpumger
BpeMsi, BhL... — Baii }0it Xao nonyménoToM o0bsSCHII eMy CBOM IIJIaH.

Bricnymas ero, CuMens TSIHb HaXMYPHWICS, HO BCE XKe COorytacuics, IockonbKy Bant FOu Xao Bce
CIIJTAHMPOBAJI 3apaHee, BO3paXKaTh Y HeTo He OblTo mpuunH. Kak BepHbIH MOONaHHbIH UMIIEPUU
Casaroro [IpakoHa, OH [IOIXKEH B35ITh Ha ce0s 3amuTy uMiepaTtopa JIyH.

— Torga Ha 3TOM BCé, MOXeTe UTH OTOBbIXAaTh, — YJ'IBIﬁHYJ'[CH IOHOIIIa.

— Ecnu npunn JIys CioaHb BRIXKMBET U ONHAXKABI B30MOET HA TPOH, TO 1 ¥ BeCh MO KJIaH OKaXXeM
BaM IIOJIHYIO MOAMIePKKY, — CBOe 00JIbIoN amoHbio CuMeHb TSHD moxiomnan 1o maeuy bai O
Xao, a BCE IOTOMY UTO I0HOIIA BHI3BAJI y HETO UCKPEHHEE BOCXUILIEHUE.

B oTnuuue OT HETO, APyTHe MPUHIIL BHITIISAEN OIIeKIIO.

— JlaBaiiTe ITOroBOpUM O OymyIIeM mo3xke, — rnmporoBopua bai FOit Xao u HammpaBUIICS TOTOBUTHCS K
HOYHOU BbI/Ia3Ke.

Bckope, HEGO TOTEMHEIO.

KomaHpa HeMeqieHHO ocnenoBaia 3a My MHb K MecCTy, rie NpennoioXUTEIbHO gepXKallu
uMIepaTtopa JIyH. [IyTeliecTBre 110 TEPPUTOPHUY KJlaHa ApaKoHa IO TJIafKO, HO OMUTEIHbHOCTh
HUKTO He cOaBJIsA, Be[b CIIYYUCh YTO... OHU MOTYT OKa3aThCs B 3alafHe.

[IpumepHO Yepes [Ba yaca.

OHH X II0 TEPPUTOPHH KJIdHA U IMMOABUIIACE B IIPEeeiaX OOJIMHEBI, BXOO B KOTOPYIO UMETL (bOpMy



KPYTOTO CKJIOHA.

— I'enepan My, ato 3gecs? — cpady ke cupocui bau FOu Xao.

«3JTO JONIMHA CMepTI/I, OHa II0OX0ZKa Ha TIOPbEMY, 30€Ch OePKaT BCEX HAPYIINBIINX IIPABUJIA KJIaHAa.
Bonee Toro, Tak Kak 3aKOHEI KJIaHa OPAaKOHa O4YeHb CYPOBEI, BC€ KTO IIOIIadalOT B 3Ty JOJIMHY
JIMIIAITCA IIPaBa IIOKMHYTh €€ M0 KOHIIa CBOMX THEM, — CKa3alla My W Hb, BCTIOMUHAS HECKOJIBKO
IIPONIIIBIX C06I:>ITI/II;I, CBA3aHHEIX C 3TUM MECTOM.

— Orel] MOXKeT OBITh TaM?

— XOoT4 51 He yBepeHa, HO BePOSITHOCTh BEICOKA.

— Torpma mpuroToBbTECH OTIIPABNATHCSA, — Bait KO#t Xao ¢ octambHEIMU Havyan 06CyXKaaTh MJ1aH
CIaCeHus.

C Toii TOYKH, TTle HaXO[UJIach I'PyIIa, MOXKHO ObIIO YBUEThL 60jiee TPUAATH TyXOBHBIX PaOoB U
0osee mSATH Hag3WpaTeNnel, OXpaHsIomux oy CMmeptu. KpoMme Toro, oHM He 3HaIU I'le UMEHHO
HAXOOUJICS UMIIEPATOp, UM OyHeT OueHb TPYOHO BBI3BOJIMTH €I0 IO HOCOM Y TAaKOM CTPOTOM OXpPaHHL.

— MoxeT cHaudana IIpHBieYh BHUMaHME OYXOBHEIX paboB? Mt ¢ rinaBoii CHMeHb BO3bMEM UX Ha
ce0s1, — npemyioxuna My WHb.

— Jlyuie 51, a BB 3aMETECH IIOUCKOM MMIlepaTopa, — mpenoxun bau i Xao.

— Y4eHUK, TH UOY Ha IIOUCKH, a 1 U apyrue GYIIGM OTBJIEKATL OXPaHY. Kak HaI7IJIéI_T_H: HMIIepaTopa,
386Hp8171 €ro, a TaM yxe 6YI[GM peniaTts 4TO AeJlaTh... — CTAaPHUK Cwo penKo roBopui, HO B 3TOT
MOMEHT OH ORI CepbéSGH KaK HUKOT'Ia.

— Ho... — Baii I0# Xao 3Has, 4T0 OOUH TOJIBKO OTPSA AYXOBHAEIX Pab0B yKe ObUT JOBOJIBHO OMACHBIM.
EcTecTBEHHO, OH He X0TeJl mofBeprath ctapuka Cio, 113u [llyans u Ipyrux TaKOMy PUCKY.

— Jlyn CroaHb, eCIu X04elIb YTOOB! BCE MPOIIJIO XOPOIII0, UMIIEPATOPy MOHA0OUTCST TBOS
CIIOCOOHOCTh HEBUAUMOCTH, — CKa3ana L[3u [llyaHsb.

Baii FO# Xao BCE eIl XMypHUIics.

— He HepmooueHuBai Hac, TH JyMaelllb Mbl C HUMH He clipaBuUMcs? — ¢bpipkHya CumeHb Cioa.

— Moxelllb 0 HaC He 6eC1'IOKOI/ITbC5{, — [lao LuH JlaHb MOMIEITanach YCIIOKOHUTE €ro.



— Otmyctu ux, — My UHb pemuia BCTaTh Ha CTOPOHY AEBYILIEK.

bau KO Xao0 mOHA HACTPOU JII0EH, I03TOMY €My OCTaBaJIOCh JIUIIb COTJIAaCUTLCA: — ByapTe
OCTOPOKHHI.

Bce nocnyiiHo KuBHYIIH.

ITocne 3TOro Havancs MjaH CIIaCeHusd.

Crapuk Cio ¥ TP OEeBYIIKYU IPU3BAJIM CBOUX JYXOBHEIX IIUTOMIIEB, a IOCJIE OPOCUIIUCH K HOJIHHE,
npuBjekas K cebe BHUMaHUe.

,]:[YXOBHBIG pa61>1, OXpPaHABIINE MECTHOCTE, ITIOCIIEINNUIIN K HHUM.

CrosiBuIe B CTOPOHE HaA3WpaTeIu HaCTOPOKUIIUCH, KaK BOPYT MUMO HUX IPSAMO B OoNuHYy CMepTH
IIPOIIMEITHY A Gurypa. OHu ObIIN OpakeHkl ¥ BOSHaMEPUINCh OCTAHOBUTH €€, HO UX TYT XKe
OCTaHOBUJIY [iBE (PUTYDHI.

Bckope, Mexny rpynnaMu JIofgel ¥ KJIJaHOM JpaKoHa 3aBs3aloCh CpaXkKeHHe.

B sTto BpeMsi, B JIEBOM YT'JIy OOJIMHEI 6633By‘-IHO IIOsABHUIIAChH (bl/lrypa, Ha4daBIllad IIOMCKHU BOOJIb
IepuMeTpa. Hapon KJTaHa OPAKOHA Ha4aJl BEIXOOUTE U3 PA3JIMYHLIX ITE€IIeP B JOJINHE, IIBITAACh
IIOHATE YTO 3a IIYM M KPHUKHU PA3daBaJINCh CHAPYXKH.

— Orer, roe TH? — nelnep O6bI0 04eHb MHOTO, 13-3a uero baii F0ii Xao cnerka pacrepsnics. JIyH
Jluns u JIyH Bus nomoranu eMy, HO Iporpecca HUKaKoro He ObLII0.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, €My HMYEero He OCTaBaJIOCh, KPOME KdK Ha4aThb KPHUYAThk.

Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IIPOXOOUJI MEMO OMHOM u3 Imemnrep, B TOT K€ MOMEHT OTTy[ad BbIPBAJIACh
YZXKaCaKiad aypa, KOTOpas CKOBalla €ro.

— Manpuninka, s 3Ha0 roe HaXOJUTCS YeJIoBeK, KOTOPOro TH uinellnb! OgHaKo 5 YAUBIEH, YTO Tebe
XBaTHUJIO CMEJIOCTH TOSIBUTHCS 3[ECh, HA TEPPUTOPUH KilaHa [[pakoHa, — CKa3aJsl XOJOIHBIN I'0JI0C U3
HelepH.

— Brl 3HaeTe rae Mot oten? — bait FO#t Xao mocnenrHo o6paTUics K CyIIecTBY B IeIIepe.

— KoHeuHo, — OTBETHJI I'oJjIocC.

— TonbKO He TOBOPHUTE MHE, YTO B3aMeH Ha HH(POPMAIIHIO 5 JOIKeH 0CBOOOmuTE Bac? 1 Ob MOXKET U



IIOMOT', HO OTKyAdd MHE€ 3HATh, TOBOPUTE BHI ITIPABOY HUJIA HeT? — C IMOJO3peHNEM CIIPOCHUIT IOHOIIA.

— Xa-Xa, KaK MOXKeT KaKas-TO TaM [OoJIMHa OCTAHOBUTHL MeHs? ¢ MPOCTO X0Uy IpeaynpeauTh Tebs,
YTO €CJIU Thl OTIIPABUIILCS K TOMY UeJI0oBeKY, ¥ TebOs 6obiile He OyAeT BO3MOXKHOCTH IIOKUHYTh
TEePPUTOPUIO KTaHa ApakoHa! Tak CTOUT X OHO 9TOTO? — BHICOKOMEPHO U C OTTEHKOM HaAMEHHOCTHU
paspancs rojoc U3 mellepsl.
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