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«Kak st mory? Ecnu Ovl g TeOst yous, To HeOeca MeHs Ovl He mpocTtunu!» OtBetun bait F0it Xao,
TOAIpa3HUBAs JEBYILKY.

«XBaTUT 6POCATHCS IITyTKAaMH, TOBOPH KakK ecTh!» JIo CsSHb HaflaBU/Ia CUIbHEee Ha KWHKAJ, [eas
HeOOJIBIION Hagpes Ha Iee I0HOIIIH.

«JlapmHo, ckaxy Tebe mpasny. Ilyckait MBI ¢ TOOO¥M Bparu, HO IIOCJIe TOr0 MHIKAEHTA CTalu OIuxe.
XOTb 51 4enoBeK 6€CKOMIIPOMUCCHEBIN, HO HE HACTOIBKO XJIafIHOKPOBHBIH, YTOOR YOMUBATh KEHIIUHY C
KOTOpOIi crian. KpoMe Toro, TH He 3aCiyKUBaellb CMEPTH, Be[lb AB/ISENILCS OOBIYHOM IaXxMaTHON
¢urypoi B pykax My JIun Jlo. Ecnu yopio Te6st, KTO-TO BO3BMET Ha ce0sT TBOIO MUCCHIO U ITPOHOJIKUT
IBITaThCS YOUTH MeHs. Tak 4To... yObio g Te0sd UK HeT, OjI1 MEeHS 3TO He UMeeT 3HaueHUs, XOTs
IIPU3HATHCS 10 NIpaBfe, A XKAajl Hallleld BCTpedu. ITO Tak 3axBaThiBawile!» Ckasan bau HOu Xao.

«THI y2Ke 3HAJI, YTO S MOMBITAIOCh HaWTH Te0s?» JIo CsaHb OblyIa IIOKMPOBaHAa YMO3aKITIOUeHNEM
IOHOIIIHN.

«Emé Ovl, 9T0 OBINIO B IIpefesiax MOUX 0XKUaHUM, 0COOEHHO Korfia 5 y3Han, uTo My JIun Jlo mocnana
Te6st momoub UkaH TsHi0. f OblT 60JIee YeM yBepeH, YTO ThI IIOMBITAeIILCS CHOBA MEeHST YOUTh!»
OTBETHUI I0HOIIIA.

«Ho THI BCE paBHO IpUILEN OfuH? f pa3aMecTusna 30ech CBOUX Jifofel, Tebe He cOexkaTh. Korga xe s
IPUKOHYY Te0s, OT TBOEro JIernoHa OCTaHyTCS JIUIIL TPYIEI» 3M0pafgHo paccMmesnack JIo CsHb.

OmHakKo, KaK TOIBKO [JEBYIIKA 3aKOHYHUIIA CMESIThCS, BHE3AIHO TOYYBCTBOBAA, KaK YbsS-TO PyKa
o0BHUJIa €€ Ta/lNio U MpuUxKasachk K TBEPAOU Ipyaou. B eé HOC cpa3y XkKe ymapuil 3alax MyXKUUHH,
OTYEro e€ JIUII0 MUTOM PAaCKpPacHENIOCh, a cepArie 6ECKOHTPONIBHO 3aTapaxTeio.

«OTtnyctu meHs! Mnu s yowio Tebs!» Jlo Csaub B3Oecunach oT rpyosix merctBuit bait FO#t Xao u cpasy
JKe 3aKpryasa Ha Hero. E€ KWHXKaJl, IpUCTaBlIeHHHBIH K Ilee I0HOIIN, IPOoKall, HO He OIyCKaJICs C
HaMe4YeHHOH IIeJTH.

«Ecnu OB X0TeNla MeHsl yOUTh, Y2Ke JaBHO 3TO CAenana. 3a4eM TAHyTh?» KOHOIIa, Ka3alock, YUTall
MBICTTU [I€BYIIKHU.

Bre3zamHo, oH y6pan pyKy JIo CsiHb ¢ KMHXKAJIOM, 3aTeM MPUIIOAHS €€ T0g60PONIOK U COMKHYJI CBOM
r'yOBI C €€ B TIIyDOKOM IIOIIeTTye.

[Toueny# IMOKUPOBa [EBYIIKY, €€ 3payKy CTajIu IIMpe, OHa 6ECKOHTPOJILHO ApoKaja U BOBCE
obmsikna B 00bsTUsX Bait F0it Xao. B ee royoBe BCIBIXHYTH 6€CUUCIIEHHBIE CIIEHEI €€ MHTUMHON
O/TM30CTH C IOHOIIIEH, ITPOU30IIe e B Mellepe.



«Bkyc ctonb ke Maugmuit» bait FOi Xao oTnycTus ryOsl IeBYLIKY U C YXMBUIKOM IIOCMOTpE el B
riasa.

«Thl...» JIo CsiHb Oblna pa3rHeBaHa. OHa CcYuTala, YTO OH OCKOPOsgeT e€. [eBylIKa pe3Ko MOoAHsIa
KWHXKaJ, Ja0kl HAHEeCTH yaap 0 I0HOIIe, HO He CMOTJIa COOPAaThCS PELIMMOCTHIO M OCTAHOBHUIA PYKY B
Bo3ayxe. OHa He MOTJa...

«IToxoxke, K IepBOMY CBOEMY MYyXK4HHe TH Bcerga Oynelns MATKOM. f mpeKpacHO 3Haio, YTO ThI
IIPOIIlIa Yepe3 MHOXKECTBO TPEHUPOBOK, HO PELIUTEILHOCTH TeOe, 0UEBUIHO, HE XBaTaeT. THl
HUKOTA He X0Tejla MeHs yOruBaTh. Tak CKaXu MHe, 4TO Thl 060 MHe OyMaelrs...» bai FOi Xao
IIOIHSIJI B3TJISAN HAa KMHZKAJ, 3aBUCIINHI HAJl ero I0JIOBOH.

Xpymkoe Temno JIo CsSiHb IPOAOIKaNo APOoXKaTh, €€ IbIXaHKWe CTaJo TsXKeJlee II0Cie TOro, Kak I0HOIIa
IIPOU3HEC CBOU TociiemHue cioBa. OHA Havasa MaHUKOBATh, KaXKI0€e eTr0 CJI0BO Ka3asioCh [y Heé
OCTPO¥ UTJIOMN, TPOH3atolel e€ Teno. EIE 1o Toro Kak IpuuTH CIOfa, OHa pelrusia YOUTh ero u
CTepeTh BCE, 4To ObI0 Mexay HuMU. OIHAKO, KOTHa YBUIea I0HOIY, 110 KaKOW-TO MPUYKMHe Havala
konebaTrscsi. OCOOeHHO MOCTIe eTo IOLENyS.

«Bo3Bpamatica u o0gyMaii, IeCTBUTENBHO U 5 3aCiTyKuBai cMepTu. Korga Halfens B cebe OTBET,
30BH ciofia U 51 00s13aTenbHOo mpuay. O, TouHo, YxkaH TSHL HEXOPOIIXH YeloBeK. Byab 0CTOpOXKHa,
nHayde OH TeOs cbecT...» [IporoBopun Bait F0it Xao u yIés, oCTaBUB MMO3agu OLEIEHEBIIYIO NEBYIIKY.

«Mucc... Ham ocTaHOBUTH ero?» MruoBeHue cnycTs, psamoM ¢ Jlo CaHb mosiBuiack HeOosbInas
¢urypa B chepe HebecHoro Tena.

«HeTt» Cka3zana ouyxasmascs Jlo Caab. OHa He oxupana, 4yTo BcTpeya ¢ bail FOi Xa0 3aKOHYUTCA
TEM, YTO OHa He CMOXKET ero yOUTh, Tak eIllé U OCTaHEeTCS YHUXKEHHON UM.

«On 6ecrokoutcs 0060 MHe?» ITomyMmarsa mpo cebs Jlo CsHb, 00myMbIBast ero cjioBa HacuéT KpoBaBoro
Bora.

B TeueHue creqyo0UUX TPEX [HEH, TeBasi CTOPOHa NTMHUU 000poHkl uMnepuu JlecHoro bora Gbina
criokorHo#. Bait FO# Xao npocTto Habmogan 3a CUTyallel U MbITaJICA IPUAYMaTh KOHTPMEPH IPOTUB
HETIOABUKHOU apMUU Bpara.

Emeé ero 6ecrnokonn Jlernon [leMoHn4eckoro [IpakoHa, OT KOTOPOTO He OBbII0 XOPOIIKUX HOBOCTEM. Mx
cpaxkeHUe Ha IpaBoM (pyiaHTe 3alijio B TYIHUK.

B atot momeHT, JIt0 YsH npucnan ogHy HEOXUAAHHY HOBOCTE.

«T'opog MaH, ofyH U3 IOTPAHUYHEIX TOPOMIOB PANOM C TeppuTopuerr OrHeHHOM Llenu, moaBepres
HarnafaeHu co cTopoHsl Mmnepuu CeBepHou Boprl?» Bait IOt Xao nocMoTpes Ha IpUCIaHHOE
IIUCHMO OT FeHepasla ¥ HOBOCTU €My COBCEM He IIOHPaBUJIUCE.



«Mmnepusi CeBepHOU Bombsl — ManeHbKas CTpaHa X HAXOOUTCS Ha CaMOM CeBepe OT TPaHUIIbI
OrnenHou Llenu. Hallla uMnepus ¥ Ux yxKe JaBHO IIOANKCAIN MUPHOE COT/IallleHWE O HeHallafleHuH.
M&I HUKOTTIa He JIe3Id K HUM, a OHM K HaM, ¥ BHEe3allHO BCE MoMeHs0ck. OHM aTaKoBalu ropon MaH
B TO BpeMs, KOrfia MHI 3all/Iv B TYyNUK...» 113u FOUNuHS gan KpaTkoe onucanve uminepuu CeBepHOU
Bopsl.

«Celyac y HaC HET Pe3epPBOB, KOTOPHIE MOXKHO IIOC/IaTh Ha ITOMOIIb, @ TaPHU30H ropofa MaH He
IIPEBHIIIAET AECATH THICSY COJIOAT, OHU He NpoaepxkaTcs goiro. Haubonbias npobieMa A Hac
COCTOUT B TOM, YTO Tropon M3H HaXOAUTCS Ha PaBHUHE U PSAOM C HUM I'YyCTOHACETIEHHEIH paiioH.
Ecnu motepsieM 3TOT TOPOZ, TO BECh PETUOH OKaXKeTCsl B OIIaCHOCTU. TakxKe, eCli OHU 00beIUHATCS
¢ umnepueit Jlecsoro bora u HamamyT ¢ ABYX CTOPOH, TO MBI OKaxkeMcs B KiermHsx!» JIto Oup CroaHb
IIOBOJILHO OBICTPO ITPOAHaIM3UPOBaa BCIO CII0KHOCTh CUTYallUH.

«Ham Jlernon KpacHoro [IpakoHa C TaKUM TPYHAOM [OOUIICS IPEUMYIECTBa, HO KaXK/bli pa3 KTO-TO
nmoMoraeT uMmnepuu JlecHoro bora. Ecnu Tak mMpogonKUTCS, TO HAIIMX CUJI Ha OONTO HE XBaTHUT...»
O06ecnokoeHHO nporosopuna Ma JlaHs.

«B mucbMe reHepas TOBOPUT, UTO yKe ITOCajl T'OHIla B CTONIUIY B HafexXKfe, YTO UMIIEPaToOp IIOMOXKET
¢ mopkpenenueM. OfHAKO Ha 3TO YUIET BPEMS U €CIIM MbI He MIOIyYUM MOAEePXKKY, TO HaM
IpUAETCS oTCTYnuTh» [TogMeTun Bait FOu Xao.

«MBI B OTHOM I1are oT 1mo6emsl, HO Temneps...» JIto FOub CioaHb He X0Tesa, YTOOB BCE TaK
3aKOHYUIIOCH.

«MHe KaxeTcs, 4YTO 3TO COBCEM He coBmnafieHue. BepostHo, My JIvH JIo ©30 BCEX CUJI CTapaeTcs
3aCTaBUTh HAC OTCTYNUTh. C 3TON XKeHIMHOU yTKY mioxu!» bau FOu Xao Bocxuanca My JIun Jlo
U TeM, KaK OHa IIJieJla MHTPUTY BOKPYT PA3HBIX MEJIKUX UMIIEPUH, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO BOCCTAHOBUTH
CBOU CHJIHIL.
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