"Kpsiaaaakk!"

"Ecnu BB He XOTUTE, YTOOH! BaC IMOCTUTJIO 9TO MIPOKJIATHE, HEMEIEHHO 0CBOOOOUTE CBOIO XBATKY OT
Benukoiu I'eprioruau bneun...!"

B aToT MOMeHT MepnuH KpUKHYJ B CTOPOHY phIllapel, KOTophle fepxkanu Benukyio ['epuorusio,
Kpuda OoT 00/, ¥ B3MaxXHYJI II0COXOM, IIPOM3HOCS 3aBepIIeHHOEe 3aK/INHAHNE.

Priltapy, CIOBHO IOJIy4YMB HEIPEOLOIMMY KOMaHy, TYT XKe OTIYCTUIM PYKH, XU Marus, uCXonsiuas
0T nocoxa MepirHa, yaapuia IpsMo B cepalie MopraH, CTOSIBILEHN PAAOM C yIaBIIuM PymepToMm.

Korga Mopras, cmoTpeBias Ha Benukyto ['epuorusio bieliH moTeMHEBIIMMY I'Jla3aMU, HAaKOHEL]
3aKphbliia I'Jla3a ¥ Me[JIeHHO PyXHYyJla Ha 3eMJII0, PhIllapH, CTOSBIINE PAaoM ¢ Benukou 'eprorunen,
OJIMH 3a IPyTUM pa3beKauch.

"o

OcTaBIIKMCh OOHA HA TOM MeCTe, ITie MTHOBEeHNME Ha3a[ CTOSNIHM peillapu, Benukas I'eprioruas brnein
PyXHYyJa, IIOJI0KKB PYKY Ha IIpaByl0 4acTh TeJjla, Ha KOTOPOU OT KOHYMUKOB IaJIbleB A0 IPaBOA
KJTIOUUIIHI OBbLJT BRITPABJIEH CTPAHHBIM y30p, TOX0XKUN Ha BUHOTPATHYIO JI03Y.

C10BHO clioMaHHas KyKJia, OHa 6ecuepeM0HHo OIIyCTHJIaCh Ha 3€MIJIIO, a II0 €€ IeKaM II0TEKJIU
CIIE3HI.

MepnuH MeOIeHHO MOOOoIIeN K ynaBiiel Benukou ['epuioruie u 0oCMOTpeI ee pyKy. K cuacTsio,
IIPOKJISATHE, PACIIPOCTPaHABIIEeCs II0 ee Telly, IPeKPaTUIIOCh, HO OTHBIHE el IPUOETCS BCIO XKU3Hb
HOCUTH 3Ty "METKY IPOKJIATUA".

WHBIMU CIIOBAMH, 3TO 03HAYAJI0, YTO ABOpPsSHE MiMIepuu, MpoKIMHAIINE MaroB 1 HEHaBUSIINE
BeObM, OYOYyT BEYHO CTOPOHUTHLCS U Mpe3upaTh ee. KpoMme TOro, CymecTBoBaj PefKuil IaHc, YTo
HaJI0KeHHas UM Ha MopraH Marusi MOXeT Pa3pyIIUTLCS, a eCIU OHA IPOOYAUTCS, 3TO 03HAYAJIO0, YTO
IPUIETCS XKUTh B IIOCTOSTHHOM CTpaxe Mepe[l IPOKISTHEM, KOTOPOe B TI000H MOMEHT MOXKEeT YKPacTh

ee Oymy.

MeanH OTBEJI TJIa3a OT CTOSIIeHn rnepen HUM KEHIIWHEL U TIOCMOTPEJI Ha YIIAaBIIYIO MopraH, KOTOpas
¢ 00eCIIOKOEHHBIM BEIPpazKE€HHUEM JIMIa Kpu4dajla Ha pbluapeﬂ ¥ IIBITaNlaCh UX OTTOJIKHYTh.

"Jly, JIyuzal!"

"Bame BennuecTBo, BH HE HOJIXKHEI TPUOIHKATHCSA! [IPOKIsATHE BEObMEI MOXKET PACIPOCTPAHUTHCS!"



"OtnycTtute MeHsi! Bbl cMeeTe MeHST OCTaHaBNIKMBaTh! Bhl Bce XO0TUTE OBITh HAKa3aHHBIMU 3a
KOIIYHCTBO?!"

"Bamie Benuuectso...!"

"Jlyusa! Ax, JIyusa! Uto BH Bce menaeTe? HeMenneHHO BrieliTe B Hee 00KECTBEHHYIO CUIY U
HCIIEINTE ee MPsSMo cerdac!”

"...MeTKa IIPOKIJIATHUA YK€ O0TIIeYdTallaChk Ha €€ TeJle. Ilaxke eciu MHL BOJILEM B Hee 60}KeCTBeHHy'I0
CUJly, MBIl HE CMOZXKEM CHSATH 3TO HpOKJ’IHTI/Ie".

"3aTkHucs! Ecnu T nanmapuH, coenial Bce, 4TO HykHO! YepT Bo3bMHU...!"

OTTONKHYB MeLIaBIINX eMy prillapeit, Mmmepatop 6pocuscs K ynasiei Benukoit I'epuorune bneitn
1 00HSJI ee, HETIPEPHIBHO IIPUYNTAS U TPU3LIBAS €€ UMS.

MepnuH nocMOTpen Ha MU0 Benukoi reporudy, 3aTeM Ha Iylavdyiero Mmneparopa, nocie 4ero
TepeBesI B3I Ha MajlafiuHOB, IPUXKABIIUXCS K ee O0KY, BMUBas B Hee CBOI0 O0KECTBEHHYIO CUNY, U
Ha MTHOBEHME 3aCThII CO CJIOKHBIM B3T/IAA0M. BCKOpe OH OBEPHYJICS K yIaBIIUM PymnepTy u
Mopras.

"Cto-cTom! 4 He 3HaIO, YTO TH 3a BONIMIEOHUK, HO OOJIbIIEe He TIOOXOAHX K I'pPelIHuKaM 6e3paccymHo!"

[Tpu Bume 3TOTO OOMH U3 UMIIEPCKUX PHIIIapel IOCIeNTHO OPOCUIICS K HeMY, YTOOR IIperpaguTh MyTh,
¥ 3aKpHyall CTPOTUM I'0JIOCOM.

B oTBeT MepJ'II/IH XOJIOOHO YCMEXHYIJICA XU OTBETUJI HU3KHUM I'OJIOCOM.

"Ecnu OvI He $1, y TeOs1 He ObIJI0 ObI Jjazke IIaHCa Ha XKU3Hb, ¥ THl AyMaellb, YTO CMOXKeIllb OCTAaHOBUTD
MEHS C TTOMOIIBI0 CITOCOOHOCTEMN, KOTOPEIE He CMOTJIX OB CcIlacTy maxke Te0s caMoro? He roBops yxe
0 TOM, 4TO y TeOs maxe HeT 00KeCTBeHHOU CHIIHI?"

"Ecnu Tebe mopora TBOS XW3Hb, JTydllle HE AyMail 0 TOM, YTOOBl OCTaHOBUTEL MEHS".

OcTaBUB 3TH CJIOBa, OH OTOOBUHYJI IPETPAiUBIIET0 €My IIYTh PhILaps U MOMAOIIEN K yIaBIIe
MopraH, IpUOTKPHIB € BeKU U U3y4das ee 3pauku. Ee 3pauku, OTKPHIBIINECS Tepel HUM, ObUIN
pachoKyCcUpOBaHH, MOTEPSITU OOMBIIYI0 YaCTh CBOETO IIEPBOHAYATBHOT0 U3YMPYOHO-3€IEHOT0 IIBETA
U Terepb ObIIM B OCHOBHOM OKpAIIIeHH B TEMHEIE TOHA.



MepHI/IH TOPBKO YHBIGHYJT&CB, CHOBa 3aKpHIJIa I'Jla3a U HpOGOpMOTaHa YTO-TO IIOXO0XKeEEe Ha B3O0X,

"...4 Tak xoTes, 4TOOLI TH HE 0Ka3ajiach B TAKOM II0JIOKEHUH. Ho B UTOre BCe Tak U BHIIIJIO,
Mopran".

OH Ha MFHOBEHHE IIPUKPHII I7Ia3a U C I3BUTENILHOM YIEIOKOH BCIIOMHMIT TO BpeMsi, Korma MopraH
Oblla MaJIeHbKUM PeOEHKOM.

YyeHuna Obljla HAUBHOW U YKUCTOM, HO B TO JK€ BpeMs TaKOU ke KafHOU. [I0CKOIBbKY OH 3a00THIICS O
Hel U 0Tlaca’liCcs ee Ype3MepHOU XKagHOCTH, OH HaMepEeHHO [epxXaJl ee ofasbllie 0T Maruy,
o0aparouiedt CIUIKOM OOIbIION CUTION.

U xoTs oHa obuKamach Ha HETO 3a 3T0, Bce OBIIO B MOPSMKE, Bedb JIy4dille ObITh HEHABUAUMBIM, YEM
CTaTh TAKUM K€ MOHCTPOM, KaK OH.

"...B03MOKHO, TrIynioM ObIT He TOJTBKO THI, HO U ",

Ecnu Obl 0H He Hanoxkul Ha [epuorunio IlepceH 3aknnHaHKe TOMYAyIIN, TeTKOMBICTIEHHO XKeas
3aI0JIy4YUTh YeJI0BeueCKoe Cepalle, BO3MOXKHO, HUYEero Obl 3TOT0 He CIIy4YHUIIOCh.

C nokasiHHBIM BhIpaXkKeHHEM JIMla TIAs Ha Moprad, MepiivH NPUKYCUI HUKHIOW I'y0y, YTOOH
TIOJABUTh CTPAHHYIO OPOXKE B CEpALe. B To 3Ke BpeMs OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK OCTABILEECS CEPHIE
MuHace MOTHOCTBIO PACTasijio B HEM CaMOM.

[ T/N: Ha BcsIKuMii clly4aid, eCH 3TO KOTO-TO CMYTHUT, HO MepJiiH TOBOPHUT O JIEBOM CEPALIE MU
SMOIIMOHA/IFHOM Cep[lle - TOYHO TakK JXe, Kak MopraHs crupalnuBaia PynepTa napy rias Ha3an! |

B pesymnbTaTe BTOPOM KOHTPAKT ¢ MuHace OBII YCIIEIIHO 3aKyIi04eH, ¥ OH ero cobmonan. OH 3Har,
YTO ee Oyllla ©U3MeHUIach, a TP UYejoBeKa, yTBepKaaBine 3TOT HaKT, ObIIM YHUYTOXKEHB CAaMbIM
y2KaCHBIM 00pa3oM.

"...ltak, s 6epy Ha cebs 0OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a 3T0".

BRITOTHUTE CBOM MOCTIEMHUM NOJT HaCcTaBHUKA, 103a00TUBIIUCH O HEl, 3allepTOM B BEUHOU IpeMe, HU
MEPTBOMU, HU MO-HACTOSIIEMY KUBOM.

C 9TOH pemMMOCTRIO OH IIOAOILIEN K ApeMIoiel MopraHs, B35 ee 3a PYKY U JIETOHBKO LIEJIKHYII
nanbliamMu. M B ciepyiomiee MrHOBeHre MepnuH 1 MopraH 6eccieqHO pacTBOPUIIUCH B BO3AYXeE.

“O:*0*:0°

Korga Cet, MuH-xa u pritjapu [lepceHa npubblId Ha MeCTO 10 TpuKa3y MMiepaTopa, YTOOEl OBICTPO



BEIBECTH pbluapeﬁ 13 IOMeCThs [ MHUBHUCA, CUTyallud yZK€e BBIIIJIA U3-ITI0O KOHTPOJIA.

[Toka prinjapu IlepceHa BMecTe C IPYTUMU PHIIAPSMUA 0CMaTPUBaAIU OKPECTHOCTH U COOMpPau
nHbopManyrio, CeT HaxXMypHUJICS IIPU BUEe UMIIepaTopa, B N0Iy0ecCcOo3HaTeIbHOM COCTOSTHUU
IepKaBIllero Ha pykKax ymasinyio Benukyio ['epuorunio breiis, u ObiBilero BUKOHTa Pymepra
I'mHYBUCA, NeXKaBIIET0 Ha TPA3HOM II0JIy, PYKH KOTOPOT0 OBIIM MOKPHITH ITPOKISATEHIMU 3HaKaMHu.

Vi3HauanbHO OBIIO OBI TPABUIBHO MOMONTH K MiMIlepaTopy 1ociie pa3pelleHus CUTyallud U
IIPOSIBJIEHMS YBaXKEHUS, HO, TIOX03Ke, CUTYallus y2Ke [OCTUTJIa HeyIIpaBsieMoy TOYKH, U AT APYTUX
3a00T HE 0CTaBaJIOCh MECTa.

"...4T0 XKe IPOU30LII0 3a 3TOT KOPOTKUU IIPOMEXKYTOK BpeMeHu?

Korga oH TUXOHBKO TIPUKYCHUII A3LIK, IIOOOMIEOIIasd MuH-xa KPEIIKO YXBaTUJiad €r0 3a II0JO0JI PyKaBa U
TUXOHBKO IIPOIIEIITalia.

"Kak 9T0 BooOI1IIE... YTO 3[IeCh IPOU30III0?"

... He 3HaI0".

CeT OTIIyCTHII €€ PYKY, OePKaBIIYIOCI 3a er0 PyKaB, U C TAaKUM XKe U3yMJIeHHeM B I'0JI0Ce OTJIsifen
OTKPBIBIIYIOCS TIepef HUM KapTUHY, 00HSB ee 3a IJIeYHn.

B 3TOT MOMEHT K HUM mofoIen I'anmaxen ¢ TOPZKECTBEHHBIM BhIPazKEHHEM JIMIla U IIPOU3HEC.

"...Bbl IpuOBITH, Ballle IPEBOCXOOUTENIBCTBO" .

"Cop lannaxeq".

MuH-xa cpa3y ke y3Halla B BeXKIJIMBO MOKIOHUBIIEMCST CETy MyKUYKUHE MOJIONOTO MalafuHa, KOTOPHIHA
HECKOJIbKO [IHe# Ha3aj JOCTaBUJI ei TallHoe MUChMO, 3aMaCKUPOBaHHOE O[] Tpu3HaHue. Ha ee nuie
pacuBena yneiOKa - oHa Oblyia 671arofapHa ¥ CYACT/INBA BUIETH €rO0.

Korpga ux B3T/ISAB BCTPETUINCH, ['ajnaxern Cliafiko yIRIOHYJICS ¥ CKJIOHHUTI TOJIOBY IIepef Hell.

Cert, HaOmIOOABUINY 3@ HUMU C HEXKHOCTHIO, BCKOPE BHOBb 00pEJT CIIOKOMHOE BhIpaXKeHue JIUla U
obparuscs K ['anmaxeny.

"Yro 3mech npousouno, cap Fammaxen?"

"...'oBOp4 IIpSIMO, KOJIIOBCKOE IIPOKJISITHE, HAJIOKEHHOe Ha BUKOHTa PynepTa ['MHUBUCA, BBILIO U3-



107, KOHTPOJIA".

"...dro?"

"ITa? TTpoKsiTHE BHIILIO U3-MI0T KOHTPOJSL? UTO 3TO 3HAUUT?"

B otBeT Ha ero oObsicHeHne CeT u MUH-Xa OMHOBPEMEHHO 3aChIIad ero Bompocamu. ['annaxen,
II0X0Ke, BCIIOMHUB CLIeHY, CBUeTeJIeM KOTOPO# OH OBLI HEKOTOPOE BPeMs Ha3al, MeIJIEHHO OTBETHUI
Ha BOIIPOC CO CJIOKHBIM BhHIpazKeHUEeM JIHUIIa.

"...0, Boxe!"

Bripaxenue nuila CeTa 02KeCTOYHUIIOCH IO MePe TOr0, KaK OH IIPOI0JIKajl FOBOPUTh, a MuH-Xa PE3K0
BOOXHYJIA.

Bpewmsi, koTopoe notpeboBanock uM, Cety, priiapsM [lepcena u mnepatopy, 4ToObl pa3geTuThCs B
ocobHsKe ['MHMBYCA U BOCCOEOUHUTHCS 3[ECh, He IIPEBHIIIAN0 TPUAATA MUHYT, HO COOBITHS,
IIPOU30LIENIINE 3@ 3TO BpeMsl, ObUIM CTOJIb MHOTOUMCIIEHHE! ¥ Y2KACHBI, YTO OHU HE MOTJIU CKPHITh
CBOETO U3yMJIEHUS.

MuH-xa cripocuna, Iisas Ha Pynepra, ymaBiiero 6e3 CoO3HaHUS B OKPYXKEHUH TTaJIaguHOB, U Benukyio
I'eproruHio brneiid, KoTopas nexasna Ha pykax mmepaTopa, MOKpPEITas OT KOHYUKOB ITajIbleB 00
KJIIOYUIl TEMU XKe y30paMH, IIOX0XKMMU Ha BUHOTPAAHYIO JI03y.

"...Tak, Kak ceriyac 00CTOST fefia y 9TuX ABoux? Mx XKU3HU HUYEro He yrpoxaeT?"

"9T10 He Tak. UX XU3HU HUYETO HE yrpoxKaeT, Ho..."

"Ho...”"

[ToxonebaBmchL B OTBET Ha ee Bonpoc, CeT CIIOKOMHO crpocuil. B oTBeT 'anmaxen KOPOTKO B3IOXHYIT
1 OTBETHUJI C TOPbKOM YIBIOKOM.

"...Ilpo1te roBops, ceriyac ObIBIINY BUKOHT PymepT [MHUBUC XUB, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs HaXOJUTCS B
COCTOSIHMH, MaJI0 OTJIMYAIOMEMCS OT MEPTBOT0".

"T10 910 3HAUUT?"

"OH He IpUAET B CO3HAHUE M0 KOHIA CBOEH KM3HH, 10 MOCJIegHero B3goxa. M maxe ecnu 1o Kakou-



TO CJIy4alHOCTH OH IIPUAET B CO3HAHUE, TO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OH OTKPOET Ijla3a, OH IIepeuseT B
IIapCTBO MEPTBHIX".

" dart

MuH-xa OblIa IOKUPOBaHa ClioBaMu ['ayyaxena ¥ HeOBEPUUBO [I€PECIpocuia. [JoroBop C BEObMOU U
TIOCTIEICTBHUS, K KOTOPHIM OH ITPUBEJI, OBITH CITUIIKOM Y2KACHEL.

Heoco3HaHHO OHa Kpenko cxkaja o0e pykKu u 3agpoxana. Ecnu nogymars, Ha ee Telie ObLIH
BBIT'PABUPOBaHEI BA KOHTpPaKTa MuHacs. MoxkeT OBITh, €CTIU OHA CHeJlaeT HeBEPHBIN 1Iar, ¢ Hel
TOXKE ITPOU30UAET HEUTO MOI06HOe?

Korpga oHa B3porHyia OT 3Toi MbIciH, CeT, mIpuCMaTPUBABILKY 3a HEW, OCTOPOKHO 00XBaTHII ee 3a
neyu u cupocun [anmaxena.

"OH B TAKOM COCTOSIHUU M3-3a TOT'0, UTO IIPOKJIATHE BHIIIO U3-II0J KOHTPOJISA, KaK TH yX&Ke ropopuin?"

"Ma. Ecnu OBl HEM3BECTHHIN BOIIEOHUK He HAJIOXKU 3aK/TMHAHUE BEYHOM OPEMOTH, OH, BEPOSITHO,
00 mUImIICcs OBl XKU3HM, MO0 MpeBpaTuiics Obl B JKUBOU TPYI 6€3 OyILIu 1U3-3a MPOKIATHSI. Mano
TOTO, IIPOKJISITHE, BEPOSITHO, OXBATUIIO OBI ¥ BCEX HacC".

"B uTore, HE3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, IPOCHETCS OH UJIH HET, €T0 XKJET TOIbKO rubens".

"...Jla, aTo Tak".

Korpa lamnaxen ¢ ropbKo¥ yIRIOKOM OTBETUII Ha €ro Bolpoc, MuH-xa xKeCToM yKa3asa Ijla3aMy Ha
WmnepaTopa, KOTOPHIH, Ka3anock, npebriBas B olleneHeHud, U Benukyio ['epriorutio BreiiH, ybu
rya3a OB 3aKPHITH B €T'0 00BATUSX.

"A xak ke Benukas 'epuoruns brneitn? Ona OymeT Tako e, Kak OH, Kak Pymept?"

"O1oro He cnyuutcs. Benukas 'eproruns bneiin 6biy1a BCEro UL TPEThel CTOPOHOM B TOM
IPOKJIATUY KOHTpakKTa. Korga BembMa noTepsiia CO3HaHUe, IPOK/IATHE, BO3IEUCTBOBABIIEE Ha
Benukyo ['epIioruHio, TakXkKe yTPaATUIIO CBOIO CHITy. JTO OB MaJleHbKUH yiap yaauu oCpenu
HecyacThd".

"Vmaua nmocpenu HecyacThsa? Ho pa3Be oHa He B 6€30IMaCHOCTH ceidac, Koraa xKupa?"

"B03M0XKHO, 9TO ¥ Tak, HO IpobieMa 3aK/II04aeTcsl B 3HaKax IIPOKJIATHS Ha pyKax Benukoi
l'epuorunan".



" dart

"Ecnu 0 TOM, YTO Ha pyKax BEeJIMKOU IrepLoruHU belH BEIrpaBUPOBAHbl 3HAKU IIPOKJIATUS BEIbMBI,
CTaHeT M3BECTHO APYTHM OBOPSIHAM, OHU OyIYyT IMOCTOSIHHO XOfaTalicTBOBATh Imepern Ero
BenuyecTBOM 0 NUIlIeHUY ee TUTYTa. [laxke ecu el KaKuM-TO 00pa30M yAacTCsl COXPaHUTh CBOE
IOJI0KEHME, KJIeUMO 4eJloBeKa, MCIOJIb3YIOIIETO 3aMPeIeHHYI0 Maruio, 3alpelieHHy0 ObBIINM
MMIIepPaToOpOM, 3aCTaBUT BCeX B UMIepuu CMOTPETh Ha Hee CBEICOKA... TO XKe caMoe KacaeTcs U ABYX
OeTel, KOTOPHIX ponuna Benukas ['eprjorunsa”.

"...boxe!"

B oTBeT Ha ero manbHenme 00bsICHeHUT MUH-Xa T7IyO0KO B3JOXHYJIa U CHOBA IIOCMOTpeENa Ha
Benukyto 'epuorunio brein. 'annaxen Toxke 6poCcuil KOPOTKUYM B3I Ha Benukyio ['epiioruxio, a
3aTeM TSAXKeJI0 OIyCTHUJI B3rJIff, IIPOJOIKas TOBOPUTD.

"Botr noueMmy s cka3as, 4To Benukas 'eproruns bielH HaXx0guTCA He B JIyYIEM [10JI02KEHUU 110
CpaBHEHHIO C OBIBIIMM BUKOHTOM Pymeprom ['mHUBHCOM".

" .IlougarHo."

CeT OTBETHII TSIZKEJIBIM T'OJIOCOM, C CHJION 00XBaTHUB IIJTe40 MUH-Xa, KOTOpass MHOT'OKPATHO B3[IbIXalla,
OIIyCTHB YTOJIKH TJIa3.
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