B cnepyioiee MrHOBeHUE [JIMHHBIE BOJIOCH CUPEHEBOT0 IIBETA, CKPBITHIE ITOJ IIJIOTHOM MaHTHEH,
OoOpyIIMINCH BHU3, KaK BOfoMaz. MOJIOfOM YeJl0OBEK C IIMHHEIMU CUPEHEBHIMU BOJIOCAMH,
MCTOYAIOUIMMU TYCTON I[BETOYHKIM apoMaT, ¥ ITa3aMH I[BETA aMETUCTA Ka3aJiCs HE CTOJIbKO KHUBHIM
YeJI0BEKOM, CKOJIBKO (heell, BEIMPHITHYBIIEH U3 CKA3KH.

"Mep... Mepnun! Kak ThI...!"

"IlaBHO He BUOENIUCH, MO y4eHulla. HeyxKemy MpoIio BCero Tpucra et? Th Bce ele
BMEIIMBAEIILCS B OECIIONIe3HbIe U XKafHble gena?"

...3aTKHUCH, CTAaPUK-TIOIyOEMOH. KeJu THl CHOBA SIBUJICS C HaMepeHUeM IIOMeIlaTh MoeH
"..3a Chb, CTa o) eMoH. Heyxe CHOBa csl C HaMepeHHueM IIoMellla oe
pabore?!"

"K coxaseHuto, He B 3TOT pa3. Y MeHSI TOXKE eCTh KOHTPaKT, KOTOPBIA HY2KHO BBHIIIOJIHUTL".

"OcTaHbCA 30€Ch Ha MUHYTKY".

B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'[la MaHTHIO CHSIIIH, OTKPBEIB JIUIIO Mepm/IHa, MopraH 3aKpH4dalia, Kak
HpOHBI/ITeJ'II:HI:Jﬁ KDHK. B oTBeT Ha ee peakKnuo MemeH SA3BUTEJILHO YJ'II:I6HyJ'IC$I " IeJIKHYII
INajlbllaMU IIepen ee rjia3aMu.

B TOT XKe mur MopraH 3adCThINIa, CIIOBHO MPEBPATUBIIKUCE B KYKIIY.

MepnuH MeqnieHHO nogoiuesn K Benukoii ['epuorute brelH, oTTalul ee B yroJl ¥ yCAOUJl Y CTEHEL,
II0CJIe 4ero BepHyJcs K MuH-xa. OH clerka CKJIOHUT T'OJIOBY ¥, IPUCTANIBHO IS Ha Hee
aMeTUCTOBBIMYU IJIa3aMy, TUXO IIPOLIENTal.

"Ecnu MBI ellle HEMHOI'0 IIOTEPIIUM, I CMOTY YCIIEIIHO 3aBePLIUTh BTOPOYX KOHTPAKT C FepLoruHen”.

" dar"

“TIpocTo nmomoxau eine HeMHOTO. COrjlaCHO YCJIOBUSM MOEr0 BTOPOr0 KOHTPaKTa C Hel, HUKTO
00JIbIIIE HE CMOXKET IMPOPOHUTH HHU CJIOBA O TBOEHM MCTHHHOMN JTUYHOCTH".

MepinuH, KOTOPHIHM He MOT TPOU3HECTH 9THU CJI0Ba IPsSIMO MUH-Xa, BCTaJ Iepe[ Hel, CJIOBHO 3aCIIOHSS
ee, U, IEPEKII0YNB BHUMaHKe Ha Pymepra, KOTOPHIHM C YXMBIJIKOM Ha JUIE CMOTPEST Ha Hero
IIPOH3UTEJILHBIM B3TJISIAOM, TPOU3HEC.



"ECJH TH XOYelllb BEPHYTh HOTH B HOPMAJIbHOE COCTOSIHHE, TO JIy4Ille IIPEeKPaTUTh 3TH OECII0Ie3HEIe
MeNCTBHUS MPSIMO ceiuac. Kak Hac4yeT Toro, YToOB OCTAaHOBUTHLCS 3[€Ch, Pa3 YK He IMIOX0XKE, YTO Y
TeOs OOJIbIIe HET IIaHCOB",

"UepT Bo3pMu! UTO 3HAUUT "0CTaHOBUTHCS"? Thi, yOIIOMOK, TPEKpPaTH HECTH YYIIb ¥ HEMEAJIEHHO
BEPHU MOU HOTH B MUCXOOHOE COCTOsHUe!"

"O. Trl ypssM 00 caMOTr0 KOHIIQ, He Tak 1u? Pa3 Tak, To, HaBEpHOe, APYroro Beixoaa HeT. [Ipupmercsa
3aCTaBUTh TeOST 0CO3HATH PEATbHOCTD TBOETO MOJI0OKEHU".

[ToxkaB meYaM¥u, CJIOBHO BhIpazkKasi COXKaJIeHHe II0 TOBOMy CYPOBOTO MOBeieHUs PymepTa, OH XOJIOTHO
YNBIOHYJICSI, COBCEM He TakK, KakK MUHYTY Ha3aj.

BamMaxHyB pyKol B BO3[yXe, OH BEI3BaJI HEOOJIBIION CTEKIITHHBIN (IaKOH.

Crnerka BCTPSIXHYB IIPO3pa4yHbIN (HJTaKOH, B KOTOPOM HaXOHUJICS OOWH I'JIOTOK MCKPSAILIENCS KpaCHOU
JKUIKOCTH, TIOX0Kel Ha pyOuH, MepiuH HalpaBui ero Ha Pymnepra u npousHec.

"BUKOHT, THl BUOUIIH 3TO?"

"...Xa?"

"HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3af OH OBLI IIOJTHOCTHIO 3aMOIHEH. S1 CMaKoBaJj er0 0YeHb BKYCHO... BriepBrie
3a THICAYY ISATHCOT JIET XKU3HU g UCIBITAI TAKyI0 CHIafKy0 U U3bICKAHHYIO "9MOLIAI0", UYTO MHE
3aX0TeJIoCh IIUTh ee CHOBAa U CHOBA".

"O ueM, YepT BO3bMH, TH TOBOPHUIIIL? CKaXKy MHE Tak, YTOOHI 51 OHsT! Kakoe OTHOIIEHWE KO MHE
MMeeT TO, IIOHPABUIOCh Tebe 3TO uiu HeT?!

"Hy. Ecnu OBl TO, 4TO 30€Ch HaXOAUTCS, OBII0 "aMouuaMu MuHacs K Pynepry I'mHuBucy", T 661 Tak
1 cka3zan?"

"...dro?"

"MoxeT, TOBTOPUTH? 3a TO, UTO 5 MOMOT MUHAC)S CKPBITh TalHY, 4TO €e Ayllla U3MEeHUJIach, 5
TIOJTYYHJI BCe ee "9MOIMU ¥ BOCIIOMHHAHUS 0 100BH K Tebe". [t MuHacs, KoTopas cefyac
HAXOOUTCS B IPYTOM MHUpe, V Hee G0JIbllle He 0CTAJ0Ch HU 9MOLUN, HU BOCIIOMUHAHUY O JTIOOBH K
Tebe".



"IToToMy 4TO 5 TIOTJIOTUJT UX BCE, OCTABUB JIUIIL I'JIOTOK, TTI0Ka OCTAKCh 3[0€eCh".

CnoBHO BCIOMUHAs BKyC "aMornui mo6Bu MuHac) K Pynepry", MepiuH 061u3HYI T'y0R, TOKa
TOBOPUIIL.

C mpyroii CTOpPOHEI, PymepT cMOTpesn Ha Hero rja3aMu, TOJHOCTHIO JIUIIeHHEIMY sifa. Het, He To
4yTOOH! 51 YIETYUYHUJICSA - CKOPee, ero pa3yM IIOJIHOCThIO TOKKUHYII €T0.

'...4YTO0 3a 4ylIb THl HECEIlb, TUTASACh "IMOLUAMU"?

CnoBHO BOMBas KJIuH B PymepTa, KOTOPHIH, Ka3aioch, He MOT IIPUHSTL ¥ OCMBICTIUTE €T0 CJI0Ba,
MepnuH CHOBa Pa3OBUHYII I'yOHL.

"[Ipyr¥MH CII0BaMH, faxke ecyid Obl 1 OTMEeHUI 3aKJIHHAHKE MOIYAYIIN U BePHYTI ee OYIINY B KICXOOHOe
COCTOSIHME, OHa He Oblla OBl TOM XKEHITUHOM, KoTopast /1o0uia Tebs".

"...4to, gTo... He roBopu Takux abcypaHuix Bemeli! Kak MuHaca Moria 3a0biTh MeHs?! OHa mo0uma
MeHs 6oblne, yeM Koro-nubo gpyroro! Oxa...!"

“Tak BOT, 9TH SMOIMH 5 CHEJI, M Cel9ac OHa He COXpaHuIa HA MaJletIlIero BOCIIOMUHAHUSI O TOM, YTO
mobuna tebsi. MHe moBTOpUTL? [I7151 Hee TH IIPOCTO OPYT HETCTBa, KOTOPHIM CIac ee OT "ajjnepruu Ha

mIenKoBuIy"".

"9T0, 3TO HE MOXKeT ObITh mpaBmoit! Tl mkeb, ga?! MuHAcCS... DTOr0 He MOXKeT OHITh..."

Crnepnytomue crnoBa MepnuHa owenoMunn Pynepra. 91, HallOMHABIINY €ro TOKpPacCHEBIINe I71a3a,
CJIOBHO OCTHIJI, @ CBUPEIBIY B3TJIAM 0cnad, KaKk HUTOYKU Y MaPUOHETKH, YCTYIIUB MECTO ITyCTOMY
BBIPAXKEHUIO.

PymiepT, KOTOPHIM HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI ITIOCTOSTHHO OTPUIIA/I €r0 CJI0Ba, 3aTOBOPUJT MBICTIEHHO.

Hert, oHa He Morya OBITH TakKOM. MuHAC3 He Gpocuiia Ovl ero, gaxe eciiu Okl 0TKA3asiach OT CBOUX
aMoIruii. [[oMIKHO ORITh, OHa HEMHOTO PACCTPOEHA ero MOCTYIKOM, OTCIOfA U €€ pa3[paxKaroliee
YIIPSIMCTBO.

TeM He MeHee, CKOJIBKO OBl OH HU OTPHIIAJ, 9YTO 3TO JIOXKbB, HACMEIIJIUBLIE T'lTa3ad MepJ’II/IHa " TO, KaK
HNCKa3HuJIOCh JINIIO MopraH, KOrga OHa YCIJIBIIIaJla 3TU CJIOBa, IIOATBEPONUIIN, YTO BCE€ 3TO IIPAaBMa.

'...HeT, aTOr0 He MoXeT OBITh. DTOTO HE HOIXKHO OLITh!

PynepT IIOIIOJI3 K MemeHy Ha KOJIEHAX, OTYaAHHO XBaTasACh 3a €ro OfeXay U TPACSA €€, Kpuda.



"BBIMIIOHD, BRIIIIOHB 3TO ceryac xke! BepHuU ee aMolUM, KOTOPBIE THI IPOTrI0TU!"

"O 6ozxke. [TpocTH, HO S HE MOTY 3TOTO cenaTh. Kpome rioTka, KOTOPEIM Y MEHS 3[eCh, BCe yKe
BIIMTAJIOCh B MO€e TeJo".

"Torma... Torga XoTs ObI OTHAM MHEe TO, YTO BHYTPHU 3ToM OyThinKu! ITpocTo mait MHe aTo! [Jaxe eciu
TaMm OyaeT BCero UL HeOOJIbIIOe BOCIIOMUHAHNE, 3TO MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh €€ CHOBA IOJII0OUTH MeHs!
Tak 4To0, moxanyucra...!"

"TloxkanyiicTa, npekpatu!"

YBupes mepen co0o¥ MyKYKMHY CO Clie3aMHU Ha I'Jla3ax, KOTOPBIM YMOJIS, KaK cyMaciiefmmi, MuH-xa
BCKPHUKHYJIA OT OCafbl. 3aTeM OHa IlepeBesia B3I/ Ha PynepTra, KOTOPHIHM IPUCTAILHO CMOTPE Ha
Hee, ¥ KPUKHYIIA.

"To, 4TO THI fiesaellb, - He J1I000Bb! ITO yKacHas OlePKUMOCTD U caMoyaoBieTBopeHue! Ilouemy Thl
He TTOHKUMaellhb? JII000Bb - 9TO YYBCTBO, KOTHA THI X04elllb, YTOOH JTII0OMMBIN YeI0BeK OBIJT CYaCTINB
6ornblie, 4eM TBOe coOCTBEeHHOEe cuacThe?! MUHAC3 cefyac cuacT/IvBa B IPYTOM MUPE, TakK YTO
HY2KHO 3HATh, KOTra OoTycKaTh! Kak monro Tl coOMpaemscss MyduTh ee?"

"...KTo TBI Takas, 4TOOHI CyIUTh O MOel II00BU? 3HAEIIb JIX ThI, KAKOBO 3TO - IOTEPSThH
€IMHCTBEHHYIO IIeHHOCTh B Mupe? [IoHMMaeIb JId TH, KAKOBO 3TO - IOTEPSITh €AUHCTBEHHYIO
IIPUYUHY CBOETO CYILeCTBOBAHUA?"

"To eCcTh TH X04elllb CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO HOPMAJIbHO, KOTla APYTrUe JTIOAU CTPafaloT U HECUaCTHHl pafu
OHOM 3TOM 3Mouuu? TH TOHUMaeIIb, CKOJIBKO JTIIOfEeH IIOCTPagano u3-3a TBOEH OOePKUMOCTH?"

"Kakoe 3T0 umeeT 3HaueHue?! HeBaxHo, KTo Oy[eT XKUTh U CTPafaTh, IUIIH OB OHa Oblna y MeHs!"

"...THl IeNCTBUTENBHO COBCeM csATHN? IIpocTo nmpu3Ha 3To! MuHac3 MOXKET He BEPHYThCS, U Tebe
y2Ke HUKTO He ToMoxeT!"

"3aTKHUCE. ITO ellle He KOoHeIl".

C nuioM, KOTOpoe, Ka3ajoCh, TUIIUIIOCH HaXKe KPYIIHUIE 3IPaBOMBICITUS W3-3a PyraHu MUH-Xa, OH
pas3pasucs eXumgHbHM cMexoM. He Kerasi cqaBaThCsl M HacTauBas Ha TOM, YTO 3TO eIlle He KOHeII,
PymepT moBepHYI TOJIOBY B IPOTHUBOIIOJIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY U, OTIIYCTUB OfeXAy MepiuHa, IOomos3
IPOYb.

EcTecTBeHHO, B TOM Ke HallpaBJIeHUM YCTPeMUIach 3acThiBINas ¢purypa Mopras.

MuH-xa pa3pasunach TOPbKUM CMEXOM, BUMSI €T0 HEYMOJIUMYIO PEIITMMOCTh. B 3TOM yKe He OBIIO0



HUKAKOr0 CMBIC/IA. YTO eIre MOXKHO CHeIaTh?

Korga oHa ¢ TaKUMU MEICIISIMA CMOTpPeEJIa Ha PynepTa, MYZK4YMHa Imepen HeU BHE3aIlHO BCKOYUII C
MecCTa.

"Yrto 970 34a...7!

MuH-xa ycTaBuU/lach Ha PymepTa, yBepeHHO CTOSIIero Ha Horax, U MopraH, X0JI0JHO YXMbLISIOIIYIOCS
3a ero CMUHOM, C PaCIIUPUBIIAMUCS OT YOUBIEHUS TIa3aMH.

Korpa ona nosepHynach K MepinuHy, HepoyMeBasi, Kak TaKOe MOIJIO CIIYYUTHCS, JIUL0, HA KOTOPOM
ellle MrTHOBEHME Ha3afl OBIJI0 HalKicaHo OeclieyHoe Becesibe, CllIeTKa UCKa3uiIoch. BO3MOXKHO, 3a
BpeMs pa3rosopa ¢ Pyneptom MopraH ycresna CHATE 3aKJIATUeE, CBA3bIBaBlIee ee U Pymnepra ¢
MepnuHOM.

MepmnuH ry00Ko B3OOXHYJI, B35 MUH-Xa 3a PYKY ¥ yCagul ee no3anu ceds.

"...Tol meiiCTBUTENbHO HE 3HaeIllb, KOTha HyKHO caaThcs, Mopras".

"9TO THI CTaJl COBCEM TIyIbIM, MepiuH. ECiu TH XOTEJT OCTaHOBUTEL MeHsI, Tebe ClieoBaio He MPOCTO
CBsi3aThb MeHs. ThI 3a0BIJT, UTO S BebMa, KOTOPas rOTOBa Ha BCe pagy KOHTpPakKTa?"

"...Hu B xoeM cnyuae. 51 He 3a0bIBan HU Ha MUHYTY".

"Torga, HaBepHOE, Tl TOXKe He 3a0BIJI, YTO ST MOTY JIETKO HapyIIUTh Taby, 3ampeliaollee IPUINHITh
BpeM OAPYTUM BOIIIeOHUKAM MIIM BeIbMaM, €CJId 3TO [AeJlaeTCsl pagu KOHTPaKTa'.

"...H, mocTaBas CBOIO ITAJIOYKY, THI IIJIAHUPYEIIb YOUTh 3TOTO CTapuka?"

"Ia. TIpsMo 3mech 5 ©30aBIIOCh OT TeOS ¥ BHIIIOIHIO KOHTPAKT, KOTOPHIU S 3aK/II04uIa I0Ce CHATUS
3aKJIMHAHUSA IOIyayIIn".

"..Xaxa. boxe, Boxe. 9TO JOBOJILHO ITyratoliye cjaoBa".

[Ipu Bume TOro, Kak MepnuH, caenaB LIar Ha3af, KPUBO YCMEXHYJIICS, MUH-Xa HEPBHO IIPUKYCHUIIa
HUXKHIOI ry0y. OHa KPEemKo cxKaJjla ero MaHTHI0, Korga MopraH u PymepT momouuy K Hell, Ipu4yeM
MopraH BeIIBHHYJIA BIIepes IOCOX AJIMHON B €e COOCTBEHHBIN POCT.

Emre HemaBHO OHa ObllTa YyBepeHa, 4To PymnepT He MPUYMHUT Bpeda ee Teny. OmHAKO Temepb, KOoraa
OHM BIBOEM MEMJIEHHO IMPUOJIHKAIUCh C OTHEHHBIM 6716CKOM B TJla3ax, rapaHTHPOBATh 0€30IMaCHOCTD
OBLIIO TPYIHO.



erHKO YXBAaTHUBIIXCEH 34 OO MAaHTHHN MepHI/IHa, MuH-xa IIpou3HeCiia.

"YT10 XKe HaM Temepsd fgenath? Heyxkenu y Hac HET APyroro BeIXOHa, KpOMe Kak UCIIOJIb30BaTh BCE
HalIlli CHJIBI, YTOOBI OTKPHITh ABEPD U BHIOPATHCS HapyxKy?"

"C Toro MOMeHTa, KaK TeMHOBOJIOCAas Jienu Oblyla BRI3BAHA B 3Ty KOMHATY, IBEPh OblIa MarudecKu
3arepTa CHapyxku. YToOBI CJIOMATh 3Ty Maru4ecKyio meyaTh, MHE ITOTPe0yeTcsi HEKOTOPOe BpeMs,
HEe3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, HACKOJIbKO g UCKYCeH".

"Torpga... TOrga 4To XXe HaM fmenaTh?!"

"... He BonHy#TECH, TEMHOBOIOCAS Iegu".

IIJ:I;a?II

B oTBeT Ha ee 6eCITOKONCTBO ¥ TPEBOTY OH OTBETHJI HEOOJIBIION YIILIOKOM.

Hey}KeJm 9TOT YeJIOBEK, HeT, BONIIEOHNK, HAKOHEI-TO COIIEI C YMa7

COBHO yCIIbIIIIAB €€ BOIIPOC, MepyuH ciieTKa IMOBEPHYJ TOJI0BY ¥ BCTPETUII ee B3TJIAM. 3aTeM C
O30PHHIM BHIPaXkKE€HUEM JIAIIA OH XKECTOM YKa3as Ha 3aKPHITYIO IBEPb.

"Pa3Be THI He CIBIININL? 3BYKU UMIIEpaTopa U philaps [lepcena B gBuKeHUun?"

IIJ:[a?II

Kak pas B TOT MOMEHT, Korga MuH-Xa co0upaach OTBETHTh, YTO CJIBIIIUT TOJIBKO CTYK COOCTBEHHOTO
cepilla W3-3a HalpsKeHus...

Tyn!

-MepnuH CXBaTHUII €€ 3a I1JIe40 U OPOCUIICS B YTOJ CIAbHU, OMHOBPEMEHHO Pa3/ajcs T'POMKUN
Tpeck. [170THO 3aKphITas IBEPh C CUJIOM paclaxHylach, 3aCOB BHITIAJ U yIIaj Ha II0J1, a II0 KOMHAaTe
IIPOHECCS TOPHIB CUILHOTO BETpa.
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