"...49To?"

"KoHeuHO, 1 uMeJia B BULy ClIpaBa, a He cyeBa".

"...q oHATHUA He UMEI0, O YeM Thl TOBOPHILL, HO JTafgHo. JlagHo. Kak xoyvers."

"HeT, THI He MoXKellb!"

Benukas 'epuoruns bneiin cHOBa Oblyia ToM, KTO 0e3 KonebaHUY 0CTaHOBUJIA PymepTa OT NpUHATUS
npennoxeHus Mopras. Ha 3ToT pa3 oHa o0Hssa Pynepra 3a Tanuio cnepeny, He faBasi eMy
OTTOJIKHYTH ce0s1, ¥ yMOJIsiia, IjIayva.

"9T0 TBOE cepaue! Pyneprt, TH ¢ yMa cowen? Ecnu T OTAALIb €70 3TOX XKeHIIWHe, TH yMpelns! Her,
THI HE MOZKEIIb 3TOr0 COenlaTh!"

"Jlyu3a, pa3Be THl He [IOHAJIA, YTO OHA CKa3asa? Moprad UMesl B BULY IIpaBoe CepAlle, a He JieBoe. Ta
CTOPOHA, KOTOpas MoAepKUBaeT KU3Hb YEJIOBEKQ, - 1eBas, Tak 5 Tebs yunin. Heyxkenu Th 3a0bia?"

"4 3nar0! U Bce ke, PynepT, nmpaBoe cepplie TPagULMOHHO CUMBOIU3UPYET IMOLIUY YejioBeKa! Pa3se
TEL He [TOHUMaAeIllh, KaK OHO BaXXHO, YTOOLI OTHAThH ero 3Tou Bempme?!"

"...9TO He UMeeT 3HaUeHus;."

"Pynept, noxanyicra!"

"JaTkHuck! Bonbie He Oecriokoi MeHsa!"

"4 "He mory aToro cpesnaTh!”

OH oT4asiHHO 6OPOJICS, IEITAsICh 0CBOOOIUTD CBOIO TAJIMIO OT ee XBaTKK. CHUJIbHAS CHUla 0TOpOCHIa
Benukyto ['eplioruHio Ha3ajl, HO OHa OLICTPO BCTala Mexnay Pymeprom u MopraH, MOBLICUB T'0JIOC,
Korfa PymepT momeITancst OTTONIKHYTH €ee.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO 4TO PynepT CMOTpPeEII Ha Hee C CYPOBBIM BRIPAZKEHUEM JIHIld, OHA CMOTpPEJIa B OTBET
TakK, CJIOBHO HUKOTI'Ta HE OTCTYIIUT.

O, boxe!

IxyouT, HAOIIOmaBIIas 3a 3TUM 3PEJIUILEM CO CTOPOHHI, HEIPOMKO paccMesiyiachk. 3aTeM, He u3[aB
HU 3BYKa, YTOOHI HEe HACTOPOXKHUTH IBYX MPOTHUBOCTOSIINX APYT APYTY JIIOEH, OKyTaHHBIX
BpaxmeOHoM aTMocdepoii, OHa MOMOIIa K MEeCTy, Toe OblI HauepueH MarudeCKui KpyT, ¥ JIBaXKIbl



JIETOHBKO IIOCTy4alla HpaBOfI pYKOI7I II0 IJIevy MuHacs, KOTOpasda OIIEeJIOMJIEHHO CHUOeEJIa B €ro IEeHTPeE,
JINIIb MOPTrasd IIyCTEIMU I'JIa3aMH.

BHe3amHo B ee 3eNeHbIe T71a3a, B KOTOPEIX IO 3TOr'0O HE OBITIO HU OTOHBKA, BEPHYJIAaCh KU3Hb. CrnoBHO
Y XOpOo1I0 creJlaHHOMI KYKIJIBI, Ha €€ JIMIO MaJIO-TIOMaJIy BO3BPallla/laCh 2KU3HEHHAA CUJIa, XU CUJIA
BJINBAJIdCh B €€ IIpexXae cnaboe u BsiIOe TETO.

MuH-xa MOPrHYyJa I''ita3aMi, CJIOBHO OYHYBIHINCE OT OLIEIIEHEHUA, U OIridneiaCh II0 CTOPOHAM.

YBupges Benukyto 'epuorunioo BrneuH u Pynepra, cMOTpAIIUX APYT Ha Apyra, a Takke MopraH,
CUJSIIYIO Ha II0JIy, OHa HEMPOU3BOJIbHO U37aia 3BYK.
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[KyOuT 3aKphlila el poT.

XoTs OHa IbITajach KpuuaTh U 60POTHCS, YTOOR yOpaTh pyKy, 3To ObIsI0 Oecmosie3Ho. Kak u B TOT
pa3, Korga MopraH HaloxXujla Ha Hee 3aK/IMHaHUe, U3 ee YCT He BEIPBaJIOCh HU 3ByKa. Kpome Toro,
€e PYKHU U HOTH Bce elre OblIM CBSI3aHBl, YTO He MO3BOJISANIO el yOpaTh PyKy OT pTa.

Kak TonbKo oHa mpuiliyia B ce0si, MuH-xa nogymana: "4to 3meck nmpoucxogut?" OHa coKycupoBasa
B3TJISIT ¥ ITOCMOTpesia Ha [IKynuT, KoTopas ciabo ynsibanach, ¥ MpolllenTala el Ha yXo.

"Tlogoxkmu MUHYTKY. [lambiie OymeT oueHb HHTEPECHO, TaK YTO CHOU TUXO, YEPHOBOJIOCAS Jenu".

Mamno Toro, 4To 3TH CI0Ba OHA YZ&Ke CIIbllIaJia BO CHE, TaK €eIlle 1 I'0JIOC OBLTT 3HAKOMBIM.

Korpa oHa ycrblltana roj1oc, KOTOPhIHM BCerfa acCOMUPOBacsa y Hee ¢ [IKyOUT, HO TeNeph OH
3By4asl HUXKe, CJIOBHO IIPUHAMJIeKaJl KOMY-TO APYTOMY, B TaMsITH BCIUJIBUIM CLIEHH U3 €€ CHA, U I'la3a
MuH-Xa pacUIMPUINCh OT YIUBIIEHHUS.

"THI, THI TOT BOJIIIEOHUK, KOTOPHIHA OBITT B TOM CHe ¢ MuHacs...!

"f1 pa3BsixKy TeOe PYKU U HOTH, IOTOMY YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh HEYHoOHO".



B oTBeT Ha ee cnoBa [IXyauT, BepHee, "OH", CHOBa 3arOBOPHUII IojiocoM [IKymuT U HeOpekHO
ImoMaxaJl MajibllaMy B ee CTOPOHY. B ciefyoilnee MrTHOBEHUE BEPEBKY, CBSI3bIBABIINE €€ PYKU U HOTH,
ObLTM 0CBOOOKIEHH KaK 110 Bomme6cTBy. OcBOOOAMB 3amsiCThsi, MUH-Xa HEIOIT0 BO3UIACh C HUMH,
3aTeM CXBaTHUJIa IPOTSAHYTYIO PYKY ¥ IIOAHSIACh C MECTa.

[Tomorasi et MOAHSTHCS Ha HOTH, OH (haMUJIbSIPHO TOJI0XKUIT PYKY e Ha IJIeY0, C 3aUHTePeCOBaHHEIM
BEIpAZKEHUEM JIHIla TIOCMOTpest Ha Pynepra u Benukyio 'epuorutio BreliH, KOTOpsIe CTOSIIHN APYT
IIPOTHUB APYTa, U IPOU3HEC.

"Ecnu B IOOOXKMIETE ellle HeMHOTO0, TO y3HaeTe TO, YTO XOTeNH y3HaTh, YepPHOBOJIOCAs Ienu".

" da?!

"I-m-1m1. 3aKIuHaHNE yaaleHus IPUCYTCTBUS Pa3PYIIUTCS, KaK TOIbKO COOeCEeOHUK YCIIBIIIUT TBOU
T'0JIOC, TAK YTO €CJIU XOUeIllb YCIBIIATh O0IbIle, MOTYH".

"YeCTHO rOBOPS, S X04Y HACJIaOUTLCA 3TOU CUTyaluen nopossblie”. Ilocne TOro Kak npougeT
peluanlas 4acTh UX Pa3roBopa, MBI TUXOHBKO BEICKOJIB3HEM".

MuH-xa, HeIIPOU3BOJILHO OTBETHB Ha €0 CJI0Ba, OBICTPO KUBHYJIA TOMIOBOM, KOTMa OH ITOIHEC
yKa3aTeJIbHEIH TaJjiel] K ee JINIY U BeJlell el 3aMoI4aTh. 3aTeM OHa MPOCIIeua 3a ero B3TISI0M,
KOTOPBIF C HHTEPEeCOM HalIloma 3a IIPOUCXOSIINM, ¥ lepeBesia ero Ha Benukyio [epiiorusuio bieiH
1 PymepTa, KOTOphIEe BCE eIIe TPOHOIKAIN TOPSY0 CIIOPHUTE.

"...q1 Ke npocun tebs OTOUTHU B CTOPOHY, JIyn3a".

"HerT, 51 He MOTYy 3TOr0 CHeaTh. Sl He MOT'y IT03BOJIUTH Tebe TakK MOCTYIUTL".

"UepTt Bo3pMu! [IpekpaTu MeHs 00JIbIlle OCTaBaTh U npoBanuBai! Tk 4TO, Ornoxia, 4To au?!"

"Her, s He mory! [1a, Tak Oymet nmyuie! [laBaiiTe MPOCTO CHOBA OTIIPABUM 3Ty XKEHIIUHY B
nop3eMHyio TIopeMy! OfHOTO pasa yxKe OblI0 focTaTouHO! MBI Jaxke He 3HaeM, Yero Xo4eT aTa
BegbMa! 3aueM KepTBOBaTh YeM-TO, UTOOH BEPHYTH €€ OYIIY B 3TOT MUP? Kakoi CMBICIT IPUBOAUTE C
€000 3Ty BEICOKOMEPHYI0, HaIMEHHYI0 XKEHIIUHY, OT KOTOPOX HET HUKAKOro TOJNKYy? [axe eciu Obl
MEI BEpHYJIU ee, OHa Obl He oMoria HamuM mianam! Ee yxon 0wt nmydie ans Hac!"

"...Uto? Jlyumme gnsa Hac?"

"B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPOI'O Thl €HCTBUTEIILHO JTIOOUIITL M B KOTOPOM HYXKHAEIILCS, - 3TO S,
BepHO? [laBail IIPOCTO NPEACTaBUM 3Ty XKEHIIUHY Kak BeabpMy! [locie 3TOro Mel CMOXKEM CBaJIUTh



repuora IlepceHa u U3rHATh 6€CCUTBHBIX KPOHIIPUHIA ¥ UMIIEPATPHUIY B COCEIHIOI UMIEPHIO... U
Bce Oymet xoporo! Torpa... Torma TE CMOXKeIIb OTOMCTHUTH, a 51 6yIoy cyacTiuBa psimoM ¢ To6oi!"

Mun-Xa ApoCTHO mocMoTpesia Ha Benukyio ['epriorunio bneiid u ¢ youBieHUEeM B I'/la3aX BHIIIECHYTIa
CBOM 5MOLIMM Ha Pymnepra, KOTOPHIM OTTaJIKUBal ee.

OHa u He TTofoO3peBaa, 4To 3a 6e3ynpeyHsiM (paphopoBEIM KYKOIBHEIM (hacagoM Benukoi
[epLIOTMHM CKPHIBAETCS TaKas CTpacThb. bonee Toro, oHa Onlna mopakeHa, y3HaB, 4To Benmukas
lepuoruns bieiiH ucnbITHBaeT 1I000BHEIE YYBCTBA K Pymnepry.

BoT mouemy oHa GblJla HACTPOeHa KO MHe BpaxkaeOHO, Tpexke YeM y3Hasa, KTO 51 Ha caMoM fiere".

Temeps OHa MOTJIa HEMHOT'O TIOHSTH mercTBUS Benukoi 'epriorunu bneitH, KoTopas 6e3 BCIKOM
BUIMMOM MMPUYHHE HeHABUETA ¥ ITPOTUBOCTOSIIA €M, KOT[la OHU TOJIbKO IT03HAaKOMUIIUCE APYT C
OPyTroM.

Korga Benukas ['eprioruHs npogosizkaja yTBEpKAaTh, YTO OHYU [OJIKHBI pa30o0paThcs ¢ Hell, MuH-xa
He MOrJla He YCMeXHYThCs. OgHAKO B 3TOT MOMEHT el B I'0JIOBY IIpHUIIJIa HEOXUaHHAS MBICIIb,
3aCTaBUBIIAS ee HAXMYPUTh OPOBH.

"Her, Ho... §1 cBIlIama, YTO OHU OBOIOPOIHEIE OpaThs”.

[Toxa MuH-Xa B IIyTKy Pa3MBbIIIJIsAIa O TOM, BO3MOXKEH JIM B 3TOM Mupe OpakK MexXay Ky3eHaMu, JTUI0
Pymepra, KOTOPHIH C YXMBIIKOM CyIuasn cjaoBa Benukoi [epriorulu, MCKa3uioch B 37100HOM
BBIDAXKEHUY, U OH YCTaBUJICA Ha XEHIIUHY Ieper COO0H.

"Tlocnymaii ce6si. HeT HUYero, yero OBl THI He cMoTJIa cenaTh, Mapu Tepesa".

“...Pymept!"

"C xeM... MuHaca? Xa! To ecTb, THl X04Yelllb CKa3aTh, YTOOLL I CMUPHUJICS C 3TOU YEPTOBOU
PeanbHOCThIO, UTO 5 6OJIbIIIE HE CMOTY BCTPETUThCS ¢ MuHACI?"

"¢ roBopio, 4TO Tebe He HYKHO XKEPTBOBATh CO00M pafiy 9TOM KeHIUHEI! ¥V TebOs ecTh s, U y Tebs
ellle eCTb MeCThb, KOTOPYIO THI ellle He OCyLIecTBu!"

"Ax, ma. MecTb, ObIJIa MECTb... HO 3Haelrs 4To? Ha camMoM fene, MOST MeCTh y2Ke 3aKOHYHUIach".

"...Y4T0 THI UMeelIs B BUAy?"

Benukas 'eprorunsa bienH BHIrsigena YOUBIEHHOM ClioBaMu Pymepra.



MuH-Xa ToXKe CMOTpeJla Ha PymnepTra, KOTOPHIM C TyKaBOM yNIEIOKOM Me[IJIEHHO COKpaIIlajl paCCTOSHUE
MeXIy HUMH, C TPeBOXKHBIM BhIpaXkKeHueM uiia. Eif ObI710 MHTEePECHO, T0YeMy OH Ha3Bajl Benukyio
I'eprorunio "Mapuen Tepe3oi" u 4TO OH UMeI B BUAY IIOL "MeCThI0", HO IIPEXKe OHa YyBCTBOBAJa,
YTO JOJI2KHA OCTAHOBUTH PymepTa, KOTOPHIM CTpeMUTeNbHO pubnuxkancs K Bemukoii I'epriorute
Bneiin.

OpHako OH, CTOSIBIIKU PSAAOM C HEW, BMeIIaJiCsl, CXBAaTUB €€ 3a Ij1e40. MuH-xa HeJJOBOJIbLHO
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero, CJIOBHO CIIpaIlMBasi, JeHCTBUTENIBHO JIM OH COOMpPAeTCs MPOCTo HabmomaTh 3a
IIPOUCXOASAIINM, HO OH yKa3ajl Ha HUX MajbleM.

K cuacteio, Pynept octanoBuscs npsmo nepepn Benukou 'eprioruseii bnelH u 3aroBOpui COBCEM He
TaKUM CJIafKUM I'OJI0COM, KaK paHblile.

"TonbKO IIOTOMY, UTO UMIIEPATOP YBUAE IOTOMCTBO OT TAKOM HUYTOXKHOU XKEHIIUHE], KaK ThH, U
BO3BeJI 3TOTO pebeHKa B UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM pox".

"MoxeT OBITh, IeJI0 B TOM, YTO €r0 CBEKPOBb HE UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 ITPOUCXOKIEHUS, a BCETO JIUIITh
IIPUHIIECCA U3 MaJIeHbKOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA, M3-3a YEr0 OHA MOABeprajach TOHKOW AUCKPUMUHALIAN?
9TOT YepTOB UMIIEPATOP ObLIT OlePKUM HUeel 671aropogHOTO IPOUCXOKIEHHUSI, TI03TOMY OH XOTEI,
yTOOR UMIIEPATOPCKAS JTUHUS COCTOSIIa TOJIBKO M3 ITIOTOMKOB C 0J1ar0OpogHOM KPOoBhIO... OH maxe
OTKa3aJICs IPHU3HATh KOT0-TO BPOE MEHS, POXKIEHHOTO OT IIPOCTOTIONWHKY, KaK MOsSI MaTh, KOTOpast
Oblla He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHEIM peOeHKOM ceMbH Pe3nTua, 1 pe3ynbTaToM HELOJT0BEeYHOM TI000BHOM
CBSI3U C Hen."

"Pynept, 9T0 3HA4UT..."

"Te0Oe 3HAKOMO YyBCTBO, KOT[Ia OTEI] OTKa3kBaeT Te0e B CaMOM CYIIIeCTBOBAHMH, KaK TOJIBKO ThI
poxusncs? Most MaTh, TI0OMBIIAS KMIIepaToOpa, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH OTHOCHUJICS K HEeH JIUIIh KaK K
UTPYIIKEe, POAKIa MEHS, eT0 ChIHA... HO OH OTOPOCHJI ¥ MEHSI, U MOIO MaTh, HafIeJIUB Hac
Oecrone3nsIM 00nuybeM "BukonTecch I'mHMBHUC". M0OST MaTh, HafesBIIasICs UL Ha MPU3HAHUE,
oCTajach B POCKOIITHOM OCOOHSKE, rfie Obljla TUIIb IT0Ka3yxa, HO He ObIJIO CYyTH, B OKUAaHUN
“MIIlepaTopa, KOTOPBIM HU pa3y He MPUIIeNl KO MHE C MOMEHTa MOEr0 POXAEHUS, 1 MEOIeHHO
cxopuina ¢ yMa. Korfa oHa BeIpa3uja IpOTECT IPUEMHOMY OTIY, TOT 3aCTaBUJI €e 3aMO/I4aTh,
IIPef0CTaBUB €My €QUHCTBEHHYIO BEICOKOIIOCTaBIEHHYIO JOJIXKHOCTD."

"W Bce ke OH Bej1 ce0s KaK caMblif 671aTOCKJIOHHBIN OTEIl B MUPe TI0 OTHOLIEHUIO K HEIHEITHEMY
MMIIepaTopy II0CJie TOT0, KaK BOT Tak Opocui u oropocun MeHs! Xa! OH caMblit OTBpaTUTEIbHbIM
yesnoBek! f poc ¢ MaTepbio, KOTOpas CoIlljia C yMa, Kak OpOIIeHHbI He3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHBIN Pe0eHOK,
Ccpenu MepecynoB U MepellenThBaHud POACTBEHHUKOB UMIIEPATOPCKOU CEMbHU... B TO BPEMS KaK 9TOT
MMIIEPATOP POC B OKPYXKEHUHM JIIOOSIINX YJIEHOB CEMbHU U TeX, KTO IPEKJIOHSJICS Iepe[
KpOHIpuHLeM!"



"...Pynept".

"UTakK, s pemus, 4To Oyay MCTUTh ObIBIIEMY ¥ HHIHEIITHEMY UMIIEPATOPy CaMbIM OTBPATUTEIbHBIM
crmocoboM. f BocmuTalo XeHIMHY U pebeHKa ele 601ee HU3KOT0 MTPOUCX0KAEHUS, YeM s, KOTO-TO U3
HH3KOTO COCJIOBHSI, KTO HUKOTa He CMOXKET B30HTH Ha MMIIEPATOPCKUM TPOH. [1a, KOTO-TO Bpome
TeOsI ¥ TBOUX meTeH".

"CaM TOTO He 0CO3HaBas, UMIIepaTop MpuU3Has Te0s1 ¥ TBOUX OEeTEW U BO3BEJ BaC B UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM
pox! BriaropomHblit pof, KOTOPBIHM OBIBIINY UMITIEPATOP TAK XOTeJ 3allUTUTh, ¥ UMIIepaTopCcKas
JIMHUS, KOTOPYIO OHM Hecyu, ObIM 3amsaTHaHb! Xaxaxa! IHTepecHO, B KaKoii SIpOCTH OH cerdac
HaxopouTcd B apy!"

['omoc PynepTa, KOTOPEIY OBLT JOCTATOYHO CIAfOK, YTOObI PACTONUTSH YIIH, TOCTEIIEHHO CTAaHOBUJICS
OUKUM U TPyOBIM, KOTTIa OH pa3paxasics CUJIbHEIM 0e3yMueM.

C mopyrou ctopostl, Benukas ['eproruss BrieiH ¢ TpemeToM CMOTpeia Ha HEeT0, HeyOepKUMO
cMeromerocs: ¢ 6e3yMHBIM B3TJISIIOM B IJIa3ax. 3aTeM I'0JI0COM, APOXKAaIIUM K3-3a OPOXKYU ee Teja, OHa
CIIPOCHIIA.

"...Tak BOT moyeMy THI He faelllb MUHACH CTaTh HacleqHoU npuHIeccor? [IoToMy 4TO OHa M3 CTaporo
MMIIepaToOpPCKOro poma?"

"[la, HO 9TO He eIUHCTBEHHAas IIpUYMHA. Kak Tl Ccliblllana, MUHAC3 He CMOTJla CTaTh UMIIePaTPULIEH.
[Totomy 4To, B oTNIuKe OT TeOsI, 1 He MOTY IIO3BOJIUTD €¥ MpUHafIexkaTbh KOMY-TO, KpoMe MeHs".

"dro0...7"

"¢l HMKOTHA He [yMaJl, YTo MoJI00IIio ee Tak cuiibHO. CHavasa g IIPOCTO XOTeN YKPacTh Cepplle
MuHacs y OBIBIIIETO UMIIEpATOpa, KOTOPEIM HaMETHII ee B KaUeCTBe KaHAUAATKU B KPOHIIPUHIIECCH
IS CBOET'0 ChIHA, ¥ ITPEBPATUTD €€ B IMYCTYI0 000JI0YKY UMIIEPATPHULEL. f X0TeN IoMeNIaTh ObIBIIIEMY
UMIIePATOPY UMETh IMPSIMOT'0 HAacIeOHUKA, KOTOPOT'0 OH TaK KeJjajl... HO B UTOTe s BIIOOUIICS B Hee.
HacTonbK0, 4TO He CMOT CMUPHUTLCS C MBICTIBIO OTHATh €e APYTOMYy MyXK4YuHe".

"BoT moueMy MHe HyxkHa Obisia T, Mapu Tepe3a. Y Te0st HU3KUIL CTATyC, ¥ laXkKe eCJIU ThI
MCYe3Hellb, He HalfleTCs POACTBEHHUKOB, KOTOPHIe OynyT Tebs uckath. A riaaBHOe, TyIas
JKeHIIMHa, KoTopas MorJia Obl TaK YBI€YbCS MHOM, YTO BHIIIJIa OBl 3aMY2K 3a YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOTO He
JHOOUT, TOJBKO ITOTOMY, YTO S IOTPOCHUIL... [a, TH".
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