HemoHSTHO OBITIO, KaK €My YOaJI0Ch IPOMYAThCS B CTONHUITY. Ele B 3aMKe ITepceH Kpelbl HaT0KUIH
Ha HOTH JIOIIafiel 6/1arocoBsioIIee 3aKIMHaHKe, YTOOB 06JIETYUTh UX CKOPOCTh, CeT U ero pPHIlapu
He Teps/Ii BpeMeHH IapoM ¥ Cpa3y XKe HallPaBHIKCh BO JIBOPEIl, YTOOE HOOUTHCS ayIueHIIUN Y
UMIIEepaTopa.

K ux YAUBJIEHUIO, UMIIEPATOP COTJIaCUJICA BCTPETUTHCA C CeTtowMm, HO IIPpHU yCJIOBHH, YTO TOJIBKO OH
CMOZKET BOUTH BO OBOpeI, a €0 BOOPY2KEHHBIE PEIdPXU OCTAHYTCA CHAPYXKH.

Ycnbias 310 ycnoBue, [aBuH 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM TOHOM 00paTUIICS K CBOEMY KalluTaHy, KOTOPHIM TyT
ke yOpas Med B HOXKHEI ¥ TIPUKaJ K IPYAX HeOOJIBINYIO IKATYIKy, HAallOTHEHHYIO MTUCEMaMHU.

"Brl yBepeHEHl B 9TOM? YTO, ecnu BCe MOUJeT He Tak...?"

"Coap 'aBuH. Brl Beqib He 3a0bIIH, YTO 5T CKa3ajl BaM HeaBHO?"

"0, cool1ieHne, KOTOPOe B XOTEJH, YTOOH 1 ITepean KOMaHIUPy KOPOJIeBCKOM reapauu Onusepy?
Koneuno, HeT... Ho celiyac 9T0 HeBaxKHO, KanuTaH! Balll mpuka3 BOWTH BO ABOpel 0e3 OpyxKus
BEI3BIBaeT OecrokoicTBo. Eciu uTo-TO IIOHOeT He Tak...!"

"He Bonny#cs, 'aBuH. [lyMaellb, OH MOMBITAETCS YTO-TO CHENIaTh B CTeHax ABopua? Eciu Gbl
ViMmepaTop X0Tel MPUYUHUTL MHE Bpe[l, OH Obl BRI3BAJI MeHs B iMmepckyio bairHio".

"KamuTtan!"

"...Ecnu 49To-TO mOMAET He Tak, s nopydy Hoa Bcem Bam".

C atumu crnoBamu CeT 6e3 BCSIKOT'0 COXKAJIEHUS TIOBEPHYIJICA U BOIIIEII BO IBOPEII.

Wpst psimoM ¢ OBOPLIOBEIMHU CITyTaMH, OH MBICJIEHHO myMait o Hoe. ITocie Toro kak MuH-Xa qJOCTaBUIIH
B Cronuuy, ams ero 6paTa BEIOETUIN OTAEIbHEIN 0COOHSIK BMECTO IIPUBBIYHOMN PE3UNEHIIUN B
BOCTOYHOM (yuresie. HecMOTpst Ha TO YTO BCe MPOUCXOMsIIee AepKaoch B CEKpeTe, MIaAIui OpaT
BpEMS OT BpeMeHU IpuHUMal 03a00ueHHOe BhIpaXkKeHue JIUIa, pa3biCKuBasi MuH-Xa.

"T'me certuac HeBecTKa?"

"...A, OHa yexaJla B IIyTelleCcTBUe".

"Ona Bedb BepHETCSA?"



"KoneyHno".

"CKoIbKO HOUel ee He OymeTr?"

"Hy... 1 He COBCeM YBEPEH B 3TOM".

3arnisiHyB B I'/la3a pebeHKa, KOTOPHIM iepXkKaJll B pyKax KyKJy, ClelaHHYI0 Aig Hero MuH-Xa, OH
TIOHSIJI, YTO CJIOBA, KOTOPHIE OH MOT ITPEIJIOXUTE, OBILIU JIUIIL HEONPeneIeHHON T0XKbI0.

Own pyran ce6s 3a To, uTo ocTaBul Hoa B 0COGHSIKE, HE YCIIOKOUB €ro [0 KOHIa. Bce mociencTBus
ITPOM30ILEAIIEero ObITH Teleph Ha eT0 COBECTH - CUTyalus ¢ MuH-xa, Kak u ¢ Hoa, nexarna Ha ero
mnedax. ETo HecrmocoOHOCTh 3aIMTUTE ee 3aCTaBUIa MIafdIero 6paTa mepeXuBaTh ¥ Halyraia OByX
CaMBIX BaXKHBIX JTIOTEH B €T0 XKU3HHU.

OH cozxarneJ, YTo He oMelran MyUH-Xa BMeIIaThCsl ¥ BRI3BATh MHITUIEHT, PACKPHIBAIOIINI ee
UCTHHHYIO CYLTHOCTb, IIPEXK/Ee YeM CUTYyaIlus BBHIIIUIA U3-TI0[ KOHTPOJIA... HET, OH JOJIXKEH OBI
IIPUHSATL MEPH IPOTUB PymnepTa, moKa Bce He JOIII0 OO0 9TOTO.

Her, e1e He m0O3HO... ellle eCTh BpeMs BCEe UCIIPaBUTE".

OpHako OH IMOHKMaJI, YTO O0OHbIE MBICIIH Celiyac He IMTOMOTYT.

['my6oKo B3mOXHYB, 4YTOOH YVHATH BoNHeHMe, CeT 3allaras 1o AJIMHHEIM KopupopaM MMiepaTopcKoro
nBopua. HakoHel OHY DOCTUTIM OBEPH B 3ajl ayOUEHIUH, 1 OH IIOBEPHYJICS K COIIPOBOXK/IABIIEMY €TI0
CIyTe.

"TloxanyuicTa, cooburute Ero BenuuecTsy".

"ITa, BaIlla CBETJIOCTR".

Cryra KMBHYJII 4 BOIIIeN B 3aJl. [Tocje KOpOTKOTo o0OMeHa MHEHUSIMU CITyTa BEPHYJICS ¥ OTKPHII ITepeq
HUM [IBePb, TOUYTUTENIEHO MTOKJIOHUBIIHUCS.

Boiins B 3a71, OH yBULEN UMIIEpaTOpa, BOCCENaBIIero Ha caMoM BEICOKOM TPOHe B ITIyOuHE 3a’a.
WmmepaTop 3aMeTHII eT0 U CAesall JerKuii xKecT. bricTpeiMu taraMu CeT IPOIIIeNt 1Mo ATUHHOMY
IIYTH K TPOHY, IIPEKJIOHUIT KOJIEHO TIepefi UMIIepaTOPOM U BBIPA3UJI EMY CBOE I'TyO0KOe TIOYTEHHUE.

"4 npusetcTByt0 Bate Benuyectso MmmnepaTopa”.

"BhI, mOMXKHO OBITH, y2K€ 3HAETe, 3aYeM S BRI3BAJI BaC BO OBOPEI] B TaKO# dac, repior I[Tepcen".



"Ia, Bame BemuuecTBo".

"BembMa cOezkana U3 MTOA3EMHOM TIOPHMBI? ITO BaIlIMX PYK [eyo?"

B otBeT Ha mpsiMo¥ Bopoc umneparopa CeT cinabo yiabIOHYIICS U OTBETHIL.

"Her, 3T0 He Tak. Eciu ObI 51 ITaHUPOBAJI CIacTH 3Ty 0co0y TakKuM 0O6pa3oM, s Obl He CTall IPOCUTD Y
Barrero BennuecTtBa BpeMeHu".

"MoxelIb T¥ TH MOKJISICTHCS BCeM, 4TO Tebe IOporo, YTo TBOM CJIOBA - TpaBHa?"

"KoneuHo, Bamie BenruecTBo. Bl IIpeKpacHo 3HaeTe, YTO 1 HUKOT[a He JIraa BaMm".

"B 00BIYHOM CUTYyaIUH 51 OBl IIOBEPUJI 3TUM CJIOBaM, HO S CJIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HA0, KaK BIIIOOJIEHHBIH
YeJI0BeK MOXKET IMOCTYIUTH IIyno. OcoOeHHO Thl, KOTOPHIM I'OTOB OTAATH 3a JTIOOMMEIX faXe 0oJblle,
yeM COOCTBEHHYIO XU3Hb. [103TOMY g HE MOTY HE COMHEBAaThCS".

"Bamre BenuuecTBo, 3T0 He6e30CHOBATENBHO TaK AyMaTh. OMHAKO MOSI COBECTh HUUYETO He 3HaeT 00
aToM Bonpoce. CKopee, s X04y 3HaTh, KTO BCE 3TO OpPraHu30Bajl. KTo MOT J103KHO 0OBUHUTH MOIO
HEBUHHYIO XK€HY B KOJITOBCTBE, 3aTOYUTH €€ B IIOJ3EMHYI0 TEMHUIY, IIPECIEN0BAaTh MOUX PHILIApel u
3ansATHATL MO0 4ecTh? OHU faxe MOXUTHUIIU €€ U3 TIOPbMEL... I X04y HalT¥ BUHOBHBEIX KaK MOXKHO
CKopee".

Ha T0, uTo CeT mbITaNCsl MPUBECTH CBOU [OBOABI C TBEPOBLIM BhIpaKeHUEM JIMIla, UMIIEPATOP
(BIPKHYIL.

"Xa... THI BCe ellle 3TO rOBOpHUIlb? 2KeHII[MHa, 3aK/TI04eHHas B MOA3€eMHOU TEMHHUIE, - BeflbMa U3 3TOT0
Mupa. Pa3Be Temeps, IOCje 3TOT0 UHIKUAEHTA, 9TO He CTaJIo elre 6o1ee 0YeBUIHBEIM?"

"Her, Baime BenuuecTBo. 9Ta ocoba He BeibMa, U S MOT'Y JoKa3aTh 3TO CBOEM KU3HBIO".

"Ha KaKOM OCHOBaHUMU TH TaK yBepeH? be3 4eTKuX J0oKa3aTelIbCTB UJIU CBULETEJIed Thl He CMOXKeIlb
y0enuTh MeHSl TaKUMU TYMaHHBIMU 3aBEPEHUSIMU".

"9T0 He TyMaHHas YBEPEHHOCTh. 4 yXKe Halllesl yIUKA U CBUAETEeNel, JOKa3blBalIIuX, 4YTO OHA
HEBUHOBHA".

"...0to nmpaBaa? Ecnu ma, TO MOXKeIIb IX THI II0Ka3aTh MHE 9TH JO0Ka3aTenbCcTBa?"

"ITa, Bame BennuecTBo".



B oTBeT Ha Bompoc CeT ¢ TOTOBHOCTHIO IIATHYJ BIEpPe[ U MPOTSIHYJ KOPOOKY, KOTOPYIO AepKasl B
pykax. IllkaTynka HarmoMuHala KHUTY. Korga uMmeparop B3sJI ee, 0CMaTPHBasi C Pa3HLIX CTOPOH, ero
OpoBM HAaXMYPHUJIUCh B 3aMeIlaTeIbCTBE, CJIOBHO He TIOHUMas.

"...I'epror IlepceH, 4To 3TO Takoe?"

"9T10 ynuka".

"Jr10? YTO 3TO..."

"He Mornu OBl BBl OTKPHITH KHUTY?"

HpI/I 9TUX CJIIOBAX UMIIEPATOP CO CKEIITHYECKUM BBIPDAKEHUEM JIMIlda OTKPEITT KHUTY.

K ero ynusnenuto, "Kopobka" B hopMe KHUTH PACKOJIONIACh IIOTOJIaM C TYIKUM CTYKOM, OOHAXKUB
HECKOJIbKO TIaueK MHUCEM, CJI0KEeHHBIX BHYTpH. OH cllerKa HaxMypu1 OpoBU, BHUMATEIHHO
paccmaTprBasi KOHBEPTHI C IHChbMaMU.

"...He aBnsitoTcsa nu 9Ty mucbMa 06MeHOM MeXny repuorunei [lepceHCcKoy U BUKOHTOM ['MHUBUCOM?"

"Batie BenuyecTBo, He MOT/IHM ObI BB CHadaja MIPOYUTaTh MUChMO, HaXOAsIIleecs B CaMOM BEPXY 9TUX
mucem?"

"Xopomio".

[MoBuHysich mpockbe CeTa, KMIIEPATOP MOCTYIITHO JOCTAJI IIMChMO, JIeXKallee B CaMOM BEpXy, U
MEeMIJIEHHO MIPOJIKCTAll €T0 COfepKaHue.

[ Moei#i Bo3mobenHo Mune,

- ...Ilman uget o4eHb X0OpoIIO. {1 HaIllen KEHIIUHY, KOTOpas uaeaabHO COOTBETCTBYET BKyCaM
uMnepaTopa. OHa MPOM3BOIUT BIEYATIIEHHEe HeBUHHOM M YHCTOM, HO IIPK 9TOM ropaa u o0jagaeT
CHUJIBHBEIM YyBCTBOM COGCTBEHHOTO MOCTOMHCTBA, XOTS ¥ 3aHMMAET HEBRICOKOE MTOJI0KEHNE B
o0IIecTse.

CormacHO MOUM paccienoBaHugAM, €€ POOUTEIN OBLITH B3SITHI Bparom B IIJIEH U XKHUJIK KaK pa651, IIOKa
He CKOHYaJIUCh.

...MuHa, TH MOXKeIllb TIPEJICTAaBUTh, YTO S IOUYBCTBOBAJ, Koraa yBumen ee? Kak 6yaTo aHTen
CIIyCTHJICS TIPSIMO Ha MOMX T'jla3aX. bor, pa3pyLIMBIIMi MO0 KU3Hb, HAKOHEI[-TO TIONAPUIl MHE
YIIBIOKY!



MuHa, ¢ 3TOM XKEHIIUHON PSIOOM CO MHOM 51 CMOTY OCYIIECTBUTH TO, UET0 TaK HOJNTo xkenan! |

[ Moet Bo3no6enHo Mune,

- ...d IpUBE3 3Ty XEHIIUHY B CTONULY. M IpefcTaBul ee KaK TBOX CKPHITYIO fO0Yb. B pe3ynbrare
"Mapus Tepesa", KoTopas ellle HECKOJIBKO JHeU Ha3a[ elBa CBOLUJIa KOHIEI C KOHIIaMU B Ka4eCTBe
YIUYHOU TOProBKH, cTana "Jlyunsou Pesutuen".

...BO3MOXKHO, 6Har0x[ap;{ CBOEMY ITPOUCXOXKIOEHUIO, OHAa BO MHOTOM OTJIIMYA€TCA OT TeOs. Y Hee
HpOGJ’[eMBI C TaHIDaMHU 1 PEYLI0, IIO3TOMY MHE OYE€Hb TPYOHO €€ YUYHUTh.

TeMm He MeHee, OHA He CoBceM Oecrione3Ha. BnoOunack u OHa B MEHSI MITH IIPOCTO 0YapOBaHa
TIBIIITHEIME 06eJaMu ¥ KPaCUBREIMHU IIJIAaThIMHU, KOTOPHIE S IIPeOCTaBIIsA0, S He 3Hato. TeM He MeHee
OHa OTYAsSHHO IHITAETCS MPOU3BECTH HAa MEHS BIIeUYaT/IeHNe, U 1 COOMPAIOCh STHM BOCIIOIb30BAThCS.

]

[ Moe# nmobuMoii Muwne,

- ...51 HAKOHEII-TO IpefacTaBui JIyudy uMmmnepatropy. Bumemna Obl TEI HCKPY B €TI0 TIePEeMEHYMBLIX U
3aTyMaHEeHHHIX T7la3aX, Korga oH yBumen ee! [la, Muna! On Bmo6Ouscs B "meneBp”, KOTOPHIT S
KPOIIOTJIMBO CO37aBajl HECKOJIBKO MeCSIeB!

Temepb HaM OCTAETCS TOJILKO ITO3BOIUTH JIyH3e MOKOPUTH CepAlle UMIIePaTopa U POAUTh eMy
pebenka! KoneuHo, s 6yqy onekyHoM pebGeHKa.

...OT oHO¥ MBICTTH 00 3TOM Y MEHS 10 TO3BOHOYHMKY OEryT MypallKu. BumeTs, KakK "KOpojeBcKast
KPOBB", KOTOPOH TaK MOPOKKJI OLIBUIHEH UMIIEPATOp, 3alsITHAHA ero COOCTBEHHEIM BParoM, a aTa
HUYTOXHAS XKEeHIIWHa ¥ pe0eHOK CTAaHOBSTCS YaCThi0 MOero IjaHa! Bojee TOro, s CTaHy OIEKyHOM
pebeHka!

Kak mpusiTHO MPeCTaBUTh, YTO XKU3Hb ORIBIIETO UMIIEPATOPA, TIOMEIIAaHHOT0 HAa CBOEH POINOCTIOBHOM
U CTaTyCe, pa3pyllaeT ero Bpar, a s BOCIUTHBa pebeHKa 1 B KOHIIe KOHIIOB KOPOHYIO €TI0 KakK
HacyegHoro npuHma! JJomXkHo ObITh, OH Ccelivac ITPOIMBaeT KPOBaBhle CIE3H B afy? ]

"...Tu, 9T0... 4TO 9TO 3a YEPTOBIIKHA, repior [lepcen?"

[Toka uMIepaTop MPOJOJIKaI YMTATh MMMChMO, BEIPAXKEHMe ero JIuila OBICTPO MEeHSI0Ch. LIBeT ero
nuIia U3 671emHO-0e10ro IpeBpaTUiICsS B 0arpoBO-KPACHHIH, a 3aTEM JIMIIO0 IIOTEMHEJIO, CJIOBHO U3 HETO
BEITEKJIA BCSI KU3Hb.

Ha6m0x[a${ 3a ero JIMIOM, UCIIBITHIBAIOIINM CTOJIb CUJIbHEIE 3MoIuu, CeT He CMOT yoepXKaTeCsa OT
FOpBKOfI YJ'IBI6KI/I. EMY IIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH B KaKOH-TO Mepe IIOHNMA€ET, KaKOe CMATEHNE LIaPUT B
cepane uMIiepaTopa, y3HaBIIETO O ITpeaaTeIbCTBE TOr0, KOTro OH 00T HaCTOJIBKO, 49TO



IMO2KePTBOBAJI BCEM Pagu HETO.

C gyyBCcTBOM comepexuBaHus CeT OTBETHUII IPOXKAIEMy UMIIEPATOPy, KOTOPHIM pa3phIBaICS MEXIY
YYBCTBOM IIpefiaTe/IbCTBa ¥ THEBOM, He 3Has, YTO HeJlaTh - IPOCTh UM CEPHOEUYHYI0 60Ib.

"Bce mMeHHO TakK, KakK HalllCaHO B nuckMe, Bame BenuyecTtBo".

"T'nynocTi... Tel TPOBEPUII OQIMHHOCTE 3TOTO MUChkMa? Bo3MOXKHO i1, YTO TH chabpruKoBal 3TO
IIMCHMO C JIOXKHBIMHA HaMepeHUsIMH, YTOOH 3amnsiTHATh PeNyTalkio repliora 1 HaMePeHHO 00MaHYTh,
YyTOOHI CITACTH CBOIO KEHY, HaXOOAIIYIOCS B 3aTOYEeHUU?"

"Kak s yxke rosopus, Bame BenruecTBo, 1 HU pa3y He coraj BaM. Bo3MOXKHO, B 3TO TPYZHO
IIOBEPUTD, HO BeJIMKas reploruus bielH, KoTopyio Baiile BenryecTBo cYuTaeT JOPOToM U TI00KMMOH,
- He Ooyee yeM UJIII03Us, CO3MaHHas BUKOHTOM PymneproMm ['mHUBHCOM".

"..Jlyusa... 370...

Korpma cnoBa CeTa momeiCcTBOBAIM KaK KJTHH, UMIIEPATOD IIPUCIOHUIICS K TPOHY, Ha ero JUIe
OTPa3UIKCH IIIOK ¥ HeBepHUe.

OH npopomKan HaOMogaTh 3a UMIIEPaTOPOM, KOTOPHIM BCe ellle IIBITAICS 0CO3HATh CII0XKUBIIYIOCS
cutyanuuto. X0oTsI BpeMsi OIKKUMaJIo, OH HE MOT TOPOIIUTh €T0 B €T0 CMSITEHHH.

IIo cux IOp HUKTO He MOofo3peBas 00 YOUBUTENbHO OIM3KUX OTHOIIEHUSIX MeXIy PymepToM
'MHUBHCOM U BENUKOU repuoruHel bieiiH. Bygyuu KpOBHEIMU POOCTBEHHUKAMHU, Ka3aloCh
HEMBICTTUMBIM, YTOOBI MEXKy HUMHU MOTJIA ITPOM30UTH TaKue HeBbIpa3uMbIe MIOCTYIKH. [loaToMy
HUKTO U HUKOI'Jla He COMHEeBaJICS B UX CBS3U.

Haxe CeT, KOTOPHIN IIUTAJI CUJIbHYIO HENIPUSI3HD K UMIIePaTopy, He 3aAyMbIBaJICAd O TaKOU
BO3MOZKHOCTH.

OpHako IMOKUPYIOIIad IIPpaBOad 3aKJII04YajldaChk B TOM, YTO OHHU HE OBLIH KPOBHEIMHU DOACTBEHHUKAMH.

ViMmepaTop, OOJMXKHO OBITh, CMHPHUJICS C CAMHUM CYIIleCTBOBaHUEM JIyn3nl Pe3aunuu, XKeHIIUHEI,
KOTOPYIO OH 3HaJl, HOBEPSIT U JII0OUIT BCE 3TO BpeMsi. BIioHe eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO OH YyBCTBOBAJI Ce0s
PacTepsTHHBIM ¥ MTOMABJIEHHBIM. B KOHIEe KOHIIOB CeT mpeanoyest mpoMoJidyaTh, TPeqoCTaBUB
UMIIePATOPY BO3MOXKHOCTD ITEePEKUTH CBOU IMOIIUU U 3aTOBOPHUTH, KOT{Ia OH OYHEeT I'OTOB.
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