"Tr1 BEIOPAJ He TOTO YenoBeKa. KTo Obl He BIIOOUIICS B 9TOTO MUJIOTO MYXKYUHY?"

"...dro?"

"Tak 49To XKe 3acTaBuyio Te0s 3alTH Tak fJaneko? Kakosa Ovlna TBOS KOHEUHAad IIeJIb - TPEBPaTUTh
MeHsI B KPOHIIPUHILIECCY WU repluoruHio IlepceHckyo?"

B oTBeT Ha ee BOIIPOC B3TJIsin PynepTa CTaJI IIyCThIM, a B I'OJIOB€ IIPOHECIINCE €€ CJIOBA.

Yepe3 MrHOBeHUE Ha €ro jIulle IOsIBUIOCh CYPOBOE BEIpaXkKeHue, U OH C CUJION pa3kKaJl XBaTKy Ha ee
miede. OT pe3KOro gBuXeHusa MuH-Xa IoTepsijia paBHOBECHE U yIlajla Ha MarudeCKuu Kpyr, ee TeJjo
ymapuiock o0 II0JI, ¥ OHa B He[IOyMEeHUHX ITOCMOTPeia Ha Hero.

Pyr[epT C JIeJIHBIM BRIDpAXKEHHEM JINIld YCMEXHYJICA U ITIPOU3HEC JIeOIHBIM TOHOM.

"...IloueMy 51 HOMKEH TOBOPUTH 3TO TaKOW, KaK THI?"

IIqTO?II

"UepT BO3bMU. XOTh 5 U 3HAJ, YTO AyIa B 3TOM 000JI0YKe Apyras, HO KOTHAa Thl TOBOPUILL C TAKUM
JIAIIOM, ITIPOM3HOCS TE XK€ CJI0Ba, 4To 1 "MwuHace", 9T0 MPUBOOUT MeHs B 3aMelIaTeNNbCTBO. Ecu Ob
He MCTOPHUS 3TOr0 HUYTOXKECTBA, s OBl TaK M OCTAJICST OKOJITOBAHHBIM ",

'...0T10 Oblna ommbKa. MHe ClieloBajo CKpHIBATh CBOX YYBCTBA 10 CaMOro KoHIa. Eciu OH g 4yTh
Gosnblie pacTAaTruBaia cioBa PymnepTa, To cMoryia Obl BHIUTPATh BPEMS U Y3HATh IPUYUHY €TI0
IIOCTYIIKOB".

Y MuH-Xa eKHyJI0 cepflle, KOTha OHa IIOHsJa, YTO BCET0 OHA OImuOKa CTOMIA el IIaHCa YCIIBIIATh
BaXKHYI0 HHPOPManuio. PazoyapoBaHHasi, OHa 3aKphIla POT B 3HAK MMOPAXKEHHUS.

TeM BpeMeHeM, BOCIIO/Ib30BaBUIKCH CIydyaeM, Benukas ['eprorunsa bnerdH cTpeMuTenbHO MOJOIIA K
Pynepty, CI0BHO TO/IBKO U XKAajla 3TOT0 MOMEHTa, ¥ TPOMKO BOCK/IMKHYJIA.

"Cmotpu, Pynept! Bce, 4To 3Ta XKeHINKWHa TOKa3kIBajla HaM [I0 CUX 10D, OBLIO JIUIIL IPUTBOPCTBOM!
Ilaxe ee CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHEIE paHee, OBIIN JI0XKbIO!"

"...3aTkHucCk, JIyusa. Korga Bce 3aKOHUYUTCS, 5 00BSCHIO, UTO ITPOU3OIIIIO".

Pynept otnuxuyn JIyusy ¢ gopory, Korga oHa HalpaBulach K HEMY C YOUNUCTBEHHBIM B3TJIAIOM, U



OTJIAHYJICA Ha ,]:[}KYI[I/IT u MopraHa, KOTODEIE Ha6mo;1am/1 3a IIPOUCXOOAIINM HN3-3d €TI0 CIIMHEI.

"[IxyouT. [lay 9TOU AEBYLIKe OTK/IIOYUTLCSA Ha MUHYTKY. Hru4yero He BEIULET, €CJIU MBI II03BOJIUM €1
IIPOMIOIIKATh TOBOPUTH".

"IlondaTHO, MUIOPL".

"Kakas KanocTe. { Hagesnach yBULETH ellle HEMHOI'0 aKTePCKOT0 MaCTePCTBa 3TOM JIedU U3 APYroro
Mupa".

"TIpekpaTy HecTu uylrb, MopraH. Ceiuac Tebe Hy>KHO COCPEIOTOUUTHCS Ha TOM, YTOOBI IIPUBECTH
nyiy MuHace B OPSAAOK... KcTaTu, MOXKHO /1 MPUMEHS T K HEM Maruio, oKa Ta fieByInKa 6e3
co3HaHug?"

"9T0 MOXKeT OLITh HEMHOTO PUCKOBAHHO, HAITPHMeD, eC/IM KaKas-TO YaCTh TeJla He OyoeT OBUraThCs
o Bojie "mymu"..."

"Ecnu MBI CMOXeEM BEpHYTH OYINY, TO 3TO He UMeeT 3HaUYeHusd".

"...Ecnu TakoBO Ballle XeJjlaHue, YTo XK. MHe 00JIbllle Heuero cka3arth".

[Tox rpo3HEIM B3TISIAOM Pymepra Mopras ¢ mr060mEITCTBOM HabIiofana 3a ynaBiein MuH-xa, B TO
BpeMs Kak [[XKyOuT MeaeHHO mpuOnuxkanack K MuH-Xa, OIIyIas, Kak BCe BOKPYT IOI'PYyKaeTCs BO
TBMY.

O Hert. YTo XXe MHe [enaTh...

OT4astHHO Pa3MBHIIIAIa OHa, HUIlla croco6 BEINT'PATh BpeMsi. Ho ckonbko OB OHA HU Ppa3MBHBIIIIAIa,
IIpueMJjyieMoe pelleHre He HaXO0OUIIOCh.

Co cBsI3aHHBIMM PYKaMHU X HOTaMHU OHa 0OpOJIack Ha Maru4eckoM KpyTe, B30 BCeX CHJI IIHITAsICh
yoepxkath [IKYOUT Ha PAaCCTOSTHUH, HO COITPOTHUBJIEHNE C OTPAHUYEHHBIMU KOHEUHOCTSIMU UMEJI0
CBOM HefocTaTKu. Bckope [IXKYaUT C JIETKOCTHIO Ofl0JIeNia ee, TOMHECS PYKY K TOPIY.

XoTsa MuH-Xa 3Haja, 4To ,]:[}KYJII/IT XO0TeJla JINIIb JIMIIUTh €€ CO3HaHUsI, napanmy}omm?l CTpax OXBATHII
Bce ee Teno. C 3AaKPBITEHIMU I''Ta3aMU OHa CMOTPeEJIa Ha l'IpI/I6J'II/I}KaI-OU.IYIOC5{ PYKYy.

"...9To HeHamonro".

Ho tyT, Korma pyka [IxKymuT mpuOnu3uiach, OHa yIoBuiIa (haMuIbsIpHBIN I[BETOYHLIM 3amax. BmecTe
C HUM IO Hee MOHECCS efBa Pa3IMYUMBINA I'0JI0C, KOTOPBIM YTO-TO THXO IIEIITal.



l'omoc 3acTumnan eii riasa.

Bcemnormommarorasi COHIMBOCTh PE3KO HaBalInIaCh Ha MUH-Xa, JTUIIUB €€ BO3MOXKHOCTH Jaxe
TIOIIIEBETUTD MaiblleM. HecMOTPS Ha MOIBITKY IIOIIEBEIUTh XOTh KAaKOU-TO YacCThi0 Tejla, MUH-Xa He
MOTJIa IPOTUBOCTOSATH BCEIIOTIO0IA0IIel COHNMBOCTY, OXBAaTUBIIIEH €e.

"Tloxoxke, oHa 6e3 co3HaHus. MTak, mpuctynum, Moprax".

"Ila, BUKOHT".

l'omoca Pyneprta u MopraHa CibllIaauCh, IIOCTEIIEHHO UCYe3as B €€ YMEHbIIAIEeMCs CO3HaHUM.
[TocnemoBany HETIOHSATHLEIE 3aKJTMHAHUS, COMTPOBOXKIaeMble MEPLAIOIITUMY OrOHbKAMM, KOTOPEIE
CTPaHHO IIJIICcaly Nepef Irfla3aMu, 1 MuH-Xa IoHsa, YTo MopraH IpuMeHseT KaKyo-TO Maruio.

"...Ipocth, Cert. [Toxoxke, 5T0 MOU IIpenen".

C 9TOM MBICTIBIO OHA TI0TEepsjIa CO3HaHUe, [IOTJIOUIeHHAs JIeAeHALUMM YYBCTBOM U OIIyIeHUEM
TYMaHHOCTH, KOTOPO€, Ka3aI0Ch, 0XBATUJIO BCE ee TEeTO.
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Tem BpeMeHeM BeCTh 0 rmobere BeIbMHI M3 IIOO3€MHOM TIOPEMBI OBICTPO [OIIJIA [0 UMIIepaTopa.

W 9TO¥ HOBOCTH 0Ka3aJl0Ch JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! BEITALTUTH UMIIEPATOPA U3 €T0 BHYTPEHHUX IIOKOEB,
rie OH 00BSIBUTI, YTO HUKTO He OyfeT OECIIOKOUTH ero Mocje Yepenbl HePUSITHHIX cOObITHM. OH ObLI B
SIPOCTH OT TOTO, YTO BefbMa CHOBA Halllyla criocod c6exkaTh U3 3aTOYEHHS.

JlegsiHBIM TOHOM OH oOpaTtuiics K OnuBepy, KaKuTaHy CBOeH KOPOJIEeBCKOM I'Bapauu, KOTOPHIN
IOCTaBUJI IOKJIaf 0 T00ere BEObMHL.

"Bembpma cOexana?"

"...AMmeHHO Tak, Bame BenuuecTBo".

"KTto momor e cOoexatn?"

"HaM 1oka He ynasoch 3TO BEIICHUTE. OfHAaKO, Cy[s [10 HelaBHEMY OTUeTy, [I0X0XKe, YTO BebMa
MCII0JTb30Basla Maruio, YTo0kl cOexkaTh U3 TIOPbMEI".

"To ecTh BBl XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO BegbMa cOexkasa cama, Kanutald OnuBep?”



"Her, 9T0 He Tak. [Toxoxe, BegbMa He o0nagana JOCTAaTOYHOW CUJIOM, YTOOH Pa3pyIIUTh Maruio,
CBSI3BIBAIOIIYIO MTOI3EMHYIO TIOPEMY, II09TOMY OHa HMKOTA He cMorja Okl c6exkaTth cama'.

"Torma, mOXKHO OBITH, ITPABA, YTO KTO-TO IIOMOT BefibMe cOexkaTh".

OtBet OnuBepa elile 60JbIIEe PA303JIUII UMIIEPATOPa, YCUTIUB €T0 SPOCTh.

OmHOBpPEMEHHO eT0 MBIC/IH 00PaTUINCE K Tepuory [IepceHy, ero moBepeHHOMY MOIYUHEHHOMY,
KOTOPOMY OBIJIO IIOPY4YEeHO pa300paThCs B CUTyalluu. FiMIiepaTop 3arOBOPUII TUXUM U CUILITBIM
T'0JIOCOM, Pa3MHIIIISAS O TOM, KaKylo OIIaCHOCTD IIpeficTaBisieT cOexkaBIllas BegbMa Jjis ero JT0umMoin
Benukou ['eprjoruau bnevH U IBYX ee CHIHOBEM.

"OH npocun 60JbIlle BpeMeHU T10 3TOM NpuyuHe?"

"Bamre BenuuecTtso..."

"HemeneHHO nIpuBenuTe Ko MHe repuora [lepcena. Ecnu oH 6ygeT CONMPOTUBISATLECA U OTKaXkKeTCS
IPUUTH, IPY HEOOXOOUMOCTH TAIlUTE €r0 KO MHE 3a IopJio”.

"ITa, Bame BenuuecTBo".

"W eme, cobepuTe pHIlaped 1 YNHOBHUKOB TaM, ITle OCTAaHOBYWINCH Benukas ['eprioruns biein, Kapn
1 Munyanb. [IocKoNbKy BefmbMa cOexkasa, Mbl He 3HaeM, YTO OHa MOXKET CHesaTh Jasblie".

"4 mom4uHIOCH BalleMy IIpuka3y, Baine BenuuecTso".

OtpaB mpuKka3, UMIepaTop OPOCKIT KOPOTKUH B3TJISAN Ha CYETSIIMXCS PHIJapei, Mocje Yero UCIyCTUI
IONTHY B3MOX U OTKUHYJICS Ha CBOEM TPOHE.

Ecnu npousouger ele OOVH UHUUAEHT, BO3MOXKHO, eMy faXe IPUOETCS JTUYHO CMECTUTh replora
[Tepcena. Hapesich, uto repiior [IepceH He OymeT 3aMelllaH B 3TOM feJie, OH C3KaJl IasbIbl Ha
IIOAJIOKOTHUKE, ¥ BhIpaXKeHMe ero Jrila CTaio MOJTHLIM CTpagaHusd.
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Hecxkomnbko 9acos ciycT4.

[TpouuTaB mruchMa, OcTaBIeHHBIe MuHace IlepceH B 3aMKe IlepceH, 1 coOpaB BCIO BO3MOKHYIO
nHpopmanuio oT BuBuaH, CeT pa3pelnun el ocTaThCs B 0coOHsAKe. OH ymanuics B CBOM KaOUHET B



OOWHOYECTBE, C TpeBOFOfI O0XHKaad HaCTYIIJIEHHUA yTPa.

BecriokoiHbI#M 1 66CCOHHBIN, OH OBIJT ITOJIOH PEITMMOCTH COOOLIUTh KMIIEPaTOPy U OlpaBaaTh MUH-Xa
OT JIOXKHBIX 00BUHEeHUH. HOoub OH IIPOBEN B 0KUAaHUYM, OTCUUTEIBAS YacCkl O TOTO MOMEHTa, KOTrza
BCE PELIUTCS C IPUXOLAOM PacCBeTa...

"Baiile mpeBOCXOIUTEILCTBO, BH B KaOuHeTe?!"

HmMmeHHO TOTAA.

Ilo ymeni CeTta moHeCCs roji0C, 30BYIIUY €ro 110 UMeHU CHapyxu. Crierka Cy3us rjia3a, OH CIIPOCHUIL
00eCITIOKOEHHEIM TOHOM.

"B uem meno, cap Jlancenor?"

"UmnepaTtop mpucian roumal Ero Benuuectso TpeOyeT Balllero HeMejaeHHOT0 IPUCYTCTBUS BO
gBopie!"

B otBeT Cert PE3KO0 OTOABUHYII CTYJI X IOOHATICSA CO CBOEr0 MeCTa. HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 4YTO U3HAYaJIbHO
IMJIAHUPOBAJIOCHE IIPOBECTH ayIUEHITNIO Ha CIIEAYIOIIee YTPO, IM0X02Ke, YTO II0CJIE IIOJIy9YeHu A
KOPPEeCIIOHOEHIIUY HETEePIIeHne NMIIEPATOPaA BO3POCIIO.

On 6bICTpO Haaell KypPTKY U IIJIalll 3aBO€BATEJIsA, BUCEBIIKNE Ha BEIIAJIKE B YITIY KabrHeTa, ¥ BHIIIEN Ha
ynunmy, 6p0€I/IB B3rJIAM Ha JlaHCenoTa, CTOSIBIIETO Yy OBEDH.

"¢ mpocun aynueHIMU Ha 3aBTpalllHee YTPO, Tak rmouyeMy xe Ero BenuuecTso uilet MeHs ceiryac?"

"Hy... 9T0 IOTOMYy, YTO repLoruHs cOexasa U3 TIOPbMEL".

"...dro?"

"Ero BennuecTBo COOOMIKI HAM 3Ty HOBOCTh U HEMEJIEHHO PaCIOPSIAUIICS O IIPUCYTCTBUY BallleTo
IIPEBOCXOAUTENbCTBA. [IPeAnonoXKUTENHHO, OH Ha3Bajl BaC BUHOBHUKOM CIIy4YMBIIErocs".

Bricnywas goknapn JlaHcenora, CeT Oo4yBCTBOBAJI, UYTO €r0 I'0JIoBa II0OTEMHeEIA.

Ierno 6r1710 cepbe3HbIM. TOT PaKT, YTO OHa MCYEe3JIa, O3HAYaJ, YTO KTO-TO BMEIIaJCs... U 3TUM KeM-
TO, HECOMHEHHO, Obl1T Pymepr.



9TO0 03HaYano, 4To PYI'IepT MOT 4YTO-TO C HEH CcHesnaTh.

'...YHepT BO3bMH, 3TO OOIXKHO O3HA4YaTh, YTO OHU HAIIEIUIINCh Ha HEe, a He Ha MeHH'.

Ero CMYTHEBIE OJOTdOKHW IIPEBPATUIINCE B YGGJII/ITGJIBHYI-O YBEPEHHOCTE. XOTs OH He MOT 3HaThb
HaBEPHAKd, KaKUM cIIocob6oM UM yIoaa0Ch BEITAIIUTE €€ U3 TIOPbEMEI, 1 KaKOBEL OBLITE MOTHBEI TAKOT'O
IIOCTYIIKa, OH 3HaAJlI OOHO.

...BombIIe HeNb3s GBITIO TEPSITh BPEMS.

OH NpOrIoTUI IPOKIATUAS U KPUKHYII JIaHCETIOTY.

"JlaHCeJIOoT, HeMeJIeHHO Co0epu BCex pHIIlapel, KOTOPEIM OBITIO TIOPYYeHO PacciieioBaTh ello
TePIIOTUHH, TIepefl BOCTOYHOM MPUCTPOUKOi! Th IOBEIelh UX ¥ MOCIeAyellb 3a MHOH. S
IIPUCOEOUHIOCH K BaM ITOCJIe TOT0, KaK cobepy 6ymaru MuHace IlepceH B cBoeM KabuHeTe!"

"Ila, Ballle IPeBOCXOAUTENLCTBO!"

O1eIoMIeHHBIM HEOXUOAHHBIM ITOBOPOTOM COObITHI, CeT U3nan pe3Kuil KPUK U IOCIIeIIHO
BEPHYJICS B CBOM KabuHeT. OH mocmemrHo codpan 6ymMaru ¥ Hafie’kHO yOpas X B CYHAYK, TOe OHU
M3Ha4yaJIbHO XPaHUJIKCh.

He Tepsist HU MUHYTEL, OH [IOCTAJI MeY, JIe3KABIIUH PSIOOM C ero CTOJIOM, U CTPEMHUTENTbHO IIOKHUHYIT
KaOuHeT.

Kak TO/NbKO OH pelus, YTo BCe PEeIIeHOo U IOATOTOBIEHO, IIepell HUM pa3BEPHYJICS HEOXKUAaHHbIH
moBOPOT. CeT YKOPHUT ce6s1 3a KpaTKuil MUT 007Ier4eHust, KOTOPBIM OH ITO3BOJIUI ce0e MOYyBCTBOBATD.

'...IToxanyiicra, 1 HafewCh, YTO ellle He CIUIIKOM II03HO'.

TOBKO 3TO XKeJlaHue IIPOHECIIOCh Y HET'O B I'OJIOBE, KOI'la OH IIOCIIEIIHO 6pOCI/IHC${ K BBIXOLY.
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