[ToBemeHue Pynepra, u3Bepraiolero Ha Hee sifi, HO He IPUYMHSIONET0 el Gu3nIecKoro Bpena, Ob110
BIIOJIHE 0XKUIAaEMBIM ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK OH YBUMENI MarudyeckKuil Kpyr. MuH-xa 6pocusna B3ris Ha HETO,
a Takxke Ha [IXynuT u MopraH, KOTOphle CTOSIIM B KPYT'Y BOKPYT Hee.

"Iymaete, 3T0 BepHeT MuHace? [IpocHuTeCh, OHa He BepHeTcs!"

"IlpupeTrcs moaoXkKgaTh U IOCMOTPETH".

"Kak THI JyMaels, nodeMy MuHace ymna? 3To Bcé TBosI BUHa! Thl He TOIbKO 0OMaHBIBaT U
MICIIOTIb30BaJl €€ C CaMOr0 Havasa, HO U Urpai Cc e€ 4yyBcTBaMu! Thl JKeCTOKO UI'Pal C YbeU-TO
JKU3HBIO U TIPefiall e€, a Temepb 30BEIIb e€ 06paTHO? UTO TH coOUpaebCs fenaTh, KOToa OHa
BepHeTcs? CHOBa nIpu4yuHUTe er 007b? Vinu y TeOs eCTh ellle IJIAaHEL [T0 ee 9KCIUTyaTaluu? 3To Bce?"

"Jatkuuck! YTo TH 3HaEIs?"

Korga oHa OKIIMKHYJIa €Tr0, BEIpAaXKEeHNe €TI0 JIAIla CTa/l0 CBUPEIIbIM, 1 OH 3aphIvall.

MuH-xa 3apoxkaJlia OT CTpaxa, KOrha MoHsIa, YTO PymepT, 40 9TOro COXPaHsBIINN CIIOKOWCTBHE,
HECMOTPS Ha ee HeIIOKOPHOCTD, ITOJTHOCTHIO ITOTEPSII KOHTPOJIb Hafl CBOMMHU IMOIUSIMHU.

B aTOT MOMEHT el B T'OJIOBY IIPHIIJIAd OJHA MBICJIb.

'...Pyneprt Bce paBHO He CMOXKEeT IPUYUHUTDL BPEL 3TOMY TeJy, Be[lb B HET'O BepHETCS Aylla MuHace'.

Ecnu Tak, To He Ny4llle 1 CIIPOBOIIMPOBaTEL PynepTa, 4TOOH MOTSHYTH BpeMs? [lepef TeM Kak BHIUTH
13 TIOPbMBI, [[XKYIUT YIIOMSHYJIa O CMeHe OXPaHHUKOB. K 3TOMy BpeMeHU CTpaXKHUKHU, CKOPee BCETO,
yKe 0CO3Ha/IM ee UCYEe3HOBEHUE, U HOBOCTh IOCTHUTTIA yIIEH UMIIepaTopa.

WupiMu cnoBamu, CeT ToXke y3HaeT 0 HCUe3HOBEHHUH, U MIPOUIET COBCEM HEMHOTO BpeEMeHHU, IIpexke
yeM u umrnepartop, 1 CeT HaYHYT UCKaTh ee B CTOJIHUIIE.

VM notpebyeTcs BpeMsi, YTOOLl HAUTH €€, U B 9TOM Cllydae, yeM 00Jbllle BpEMEHU OHA TSIHET, TEM
Oosblle BpeMeHU OHA BEIUTPAET AJI HUX, TaK YTO 3TO ObLJIO BHITOMHO [T HUX.

WU eme Koe-4To.

OHa x0Tejia y3HaTh IIPaBAy O JaBHEM IIJlaHe PymepTa, 0 /0fsX, BOBIEYEHHEBIX B HETO, U II0-IPYTOMY
B3TJISIHYTh Ha BOCIIOMUHAHMUS MuHace, KOTOPHE OHA BUfelia BO CHe. TOJIbKO TOTfia OHa CMOXKET
HAWTH K04, YTOOB YHUYTOXKUTH BCEX ITPUYACTHHIX, KOTIa BCE PACKPOETCS, U MOHSTD, I0YEeMY OHa
OKa3ajach B 9TOM MHUpe.



'[laBaiiTe OTTIHEM BpeMs... HACKOJIbKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO'.

BricTpo npups K BeIBOOY, MUH-Xa KPpUKHYJIa B CTOPOHY Pynepra, KOTOPBIM IIPUCTAIbHO CMOTpPEI Ha
Hee.

"4 3Ha1w0 370, MOTOMY 4TO 3TO "Teno" moKa3ajio MHe BoclioMuHaHusa Munace!"

II'[_ITO?II

"B MoéMm cHe MuHace mrakana! OHa Ovla paccTpoeHa u 60posiachk U3-3a TOTro, YTO TH caenan! Kak
TBHI MOT TaK IIOCTYIHUTb...? Kak Tkl MOT 6€3KaJIOCTHO OTHSTh Y Hee BCe ¥ PaCTONTaTh ee? ITO U eCTh
TBOE IIpeficTaBieHue o mo6Bu? Heyxenu Tebe HeIOCTaTOYHO 3arHaTh IIapTHEPa B YTOJI, HYKHO elle
¥ MY4YUTh €ro 00 TaKOW CTeIleHU, YTOOHl OH 3aX0Tesl yMepeTh?"

"3aTtkuuch! KTO TH Takas, 4ToObl CyIuTh Moe ceppte!"

PynepT 9HEPIruYHO 3aTpPsAC TOJIOBOM B OTBET Ha ee 3aMedaHue u 3aKpH4all CPEIBAIOIIMMCSA I'OJIOCOM.

['naps Ha Hero, pepBaBIIero CIIOKOWHYIO JIMHUIO pacCyXkaeHu, MuH-xa [IpOAoJIXKuUIa CBOU CI0Ba B
€ero agpec.

"TBOM OTpHUIlAHUS He MEHSIOT TOT0 (aKTa, 4TO T 00MaHyn1 MuHace. [J[ymaels, oHa He 3Hana? OHa
BCe 3Hana. OHa 3Hasla, YTO TH HAMEPEHHO CTaJl IPUYUHOU CMEPTH ee OTIa, pa3pylIUJI ee CeMbIO,
yTOOBI OHA HEe CMOTJIa CTaTh IIPHUHIIECCOH, ycTpousl ee 6pak ¢ CeToM U IIaHUPOBAJ 3a0paTh JEHbIH
OT ee pa3Boja, YTOOL HayaTh HOBYIO 2KM3Hb C IPYrok XKeHIIHHOM, Benykoii ['epriorune, BoH Tam!
Benukas I'eprioruns bneliH npuiiiyia K MuHace U Bce eil pacckasana".

.. 4ro? Jlyusa, 9T0 npaBga?"

Pynept noBepHyncsa K Benukoi ['epuoruae bnelH ¢ MIOKMPOBaHHBIM BEIpaKEHUEM JIMLA, B TO BpeMs
Kak Benukasa ['eproruss, CHAB MacKy, CMOTpesia Ha MuH-xa ¢ 3afyMYUBLIM BhIPaXKEHUEM.

Ha nuue Pymnepra mosBuiIoCh IyCTOe BEIpaXkeHue, Korga oH ysugen Benukyro ['eprorusio brens,
KOTOpas 3aCThl/Ia Ha MECTE C IeIeIbHBEIM JIUIIOM, CIOBHO KTO-TO PACKPHIII BCEe TallHBI, KOTOPhIE OHA
CKphIBaja OT BCEro MUpa.

MuH-xa ITepeBOKIIa B3TJISAA C OQHOTO Ha IPYroro M HacMexasack. Best cutyanust Obia abcypmHO.
OHU yTBepXKIa/iK, YTO HAaXOOSATCS HA OMHOM CTOPOHE, HO ITPU 3TOM He MOTJIM COePKaTh OPYT Opyra u
3a00THIMCH TOJIBKO O CBOMX MHTEPECax.

HOSTOMY OHa C CAPpKa3MOM OTKPEIJIA POT.



"...Bups Takyioo peakuuio, s ;yMaro, 9YTO BCe 3TO ObIIO paBHoM?"

"HeT, Het!"

"OmHO [eNIo - TIOMTHU Ha COTHIO YCTYIIOK, KOTOPHIE TPUBEJIU K KPaXy ee CEMbH, WJIM BMEIIAThCS B €€
Opak 1o pacueTy uiu pa3Bof... KoHeuHo, 51 He MOHMMal0, HO MuHace IBITaaach MOHATh faXKe 9TO B
TeOe. Ho 3Haelb, 4YTO OKOHYATENIbHO cJIOMUIIO ee? To, 4TO Thl OB BNIOOJIEH B OPYTYIO XKEHIIUHY!"

"HeT... 9T0 HemnpaBaa! EQUHCTBEHHEIN YETIOBEK, KOTOPOTO 51 Koraa-nmubo mobun, - 3to Munace!"

"JIoxb. Kak THI MOT TakK IIOCTYIUTH C JIIOOUMOM KeHIIUHOM?! Bhisio Ol ToruyHee, eciiu OBl TH Y4€CTHO
IIPU3HAJICS, YTO ¥ TeOs eCTh YyBCTBA K OPYroi, He Tak au?"

"3aTkHuCh! JIyn3a, 4TO OBl HM CKa3aja 3Ta Cy4Ka, 9TO HempaBha! EmuHCTBeHHAs XKEHIIKWHA, KOTOPYIO
g mobito, 3To MuHace!"

C BupmoM monHOTro 6e3yMus IpoKpuYasn PynepT B OTBET Ha ee capKa3M. B ero riasax MenbKanu
CMeIllaHHBIE SMOIMY, KOTTa OH CMOTPEJI Ha Hee, 0TYasiHHO 3asBJisdsd, 4TO MUHace - e0MHCTBEHHBIN
YyeJI0BeK, KOTOPOT0 OH KOrfa-mubo JIIo0uII.

MuH-xa YIJIOBUJIa THEB U OTYaAdHNE BO B3TJIANE PynepTa, KOrJa OH CMOTpPEII Ha Hee.

OTOT B3I/ YKa3bIBal Ha TO, UTO PymepT, HaX0oOsCh B COCTOSTHUY KPaHero BO30yXKIeHUus 1
JIUIIIEHHbIHM 3IPABOT0 CMBICTIA, HaKJIafbBall Ha ce0st 06pa3 MuHace [IepceH. B mpoTuBHOM ciy4dae y
Hero He Obl10 OBl IPUYUH TaK OTYAsTHHO OTIPABABIBATHCS TEPEeN Hel.

'ITake ecyid OH 3HAET, YTO MbI pa3HbIe JIIOOH, He TePecedbCs: C HUM, KOT/la Hallld BHEIIHOCTH
OOYHAKOBEI, MOJI?KHO OBITH CJIIOKHEe'.

TewMm Ooree, 4TO cefyac oHa Oblyla ITOX0XkKa Ha "MwuHacs [Tepcer".

‘...Torga, MOXeT, CTOUT BOCIIOJIb30BaThCI 3TOU CUTyaLlUen?

BcmomHUB ToH MuHace U3 CBOEro CHa, OHa II0OBEPHYJIAch K PynepTy, KOTOPHIM B 3aMelIaTeNIbCTBE
IIpecIieloBall ee B3IJIAI0M.

"Ckaxu MHe. [ToueMy THI Tak IIOCTYIuJI CO MHOU, Pymept?"

"IloueMy THI Ipenas MeHs? [JoyeMy ThI IIOCTaBUJI MEHS Ha Kpal IIPONaCTH II0CJie TOro, KakK s



IIoCBATUIa Tebe Bce?"

"PymepT, He obosbiaics! JTa KeHIMHa ceryac He ['epuoruns IlepceHcKas, a BegbMa U3 JIPyroro
mupal"

Hecmotps Ha kpuku Benukoit I'epuorunu bneiin He oOMaHbIBaTHCS OedCTBUSIMU MuH-xa, PynepT,
KOTOPBIY y2Ke COCPeOTOYNI CBOe BHUMaHUe Ha Hel, Ka3anoch, He 00paTU/I BHUMaHUS Ha 3TH CJIOBa.
OH OBUI COCPENOTOYEH TOIBKO Ha TOM, YTOOBI OTYasTHHO IIBITAThCS ONPaBAaTh €€ PaCCIPOCHL.

"...HeT, Bce He TakK, KakK s MOT..."

"¢ Bepumna B Tebs, s m00unIa TeOs1, T MOTJIa MOHSATH BCe, YTO THI Aefai. I1o KpaliHel Mepe, eciu OBl
THI eV CTBUTEIILHO JTI00MT MEeHS, 1 Morjia Okl cTaTh elre 6ojiee 37101 KEHIIUHON, U Y MeHs He OBIIo
OBl TPUYHH MOKUIATh 9TOT MUP, HaxKe ecyid OBl 3TO 03HAYAJI0 UCII0Ib30BAHKE 3aMPEeTHOTO
3aK/IMHAHUSA MOIYAYILY... TaK TOYEMY Ke TH IIpefas Moo Jit60Bs? [Touemy?"

"Hert, Het! Kak s MOT mmpenaTh TBOIO 11000Bh?!"

[TpousHecs Te Xke CJIOBa, UTO ¥ MuHAce BO CHe, PymepT mopoien K IeHTPy KpyTa, Iie OHa Cuaena, u
TIOTJIQ[IUJI €€ TIO IeKE, II0 eTO0 JIUIY IIOTEKIIH CIIEe3HI.

[Tpu ero nosiBneHnyu MuH-xa yCMeXHyJach ¥ YKJIOHUJIACH OT €T0 IPUKOCHOBEHHUS, [10CTIE YeT0
oTBeTuna 00jlee Pe3KUM TOHOM.

"...He cmemu mensi. Ecnu y Tebs uCKpeHHee cepfille, TOYeMY ThI ITO3BOJIUII MOEMY OTIY YMEPEeTh U
nory6uTh Moo ceMbio? A... OHa yKe moipoOHO paccKa3aja MHe, ToueMy, He Tak nu? OHa cKa3ana,
YTO 3TO IIOTOMY, UTO g ITIOHPaBUJIACh UMIIEPATOPY HACTOJIBKO, YTO OH CAeJial MeHs "uMIlepaTpulien-
yygenom"?"

"BepHo, HO..."

"Tloyemy? Ecnu 0%l 51 OblTa MIOOMMUIIEN UMIIEPATOPA, TO MHE ObLJIO OBl JIerYe MaHUITYTHPOBATh UM,
KaK TOM XKeHIMHe. A Tl HUKOTa He AyMaJl, UTO eCju Okl 1 cTana uMnepartpure, To Ovta 6 BO
MHOTO0 pa3 0ojiee 3¢ HeKTUBHEIM "MHCTPYMeHTOM", ueM OHa?"

CkasaB 9T0, OHa IEMOHCTPATHUBHO CJejlajla HaCMEeIIJIUBLINA KeCT B CTOPOHY Benukoi ['epuioruiu
Bneiin.

[Toxa Benukas I'eprioruts brneiin cxkumarsa KyJlakKu C BEIpaXKeHUeM, IIOJIHBIM 0CKOPOIeHUS U CThHIIa,
PynepT npuxan nuuio MyuH-xa ABYMS PyKaM# ¥ 3aCTaBUJI ee IIPUKOBATh K cebe B3TJISH, TI0CTie Yero
BOCKJIUKHYJL.



"ITa, T ObLJTa OB BO MHOT'O pa3 IT0JIe3Hee [JIsT MOUX IIaHOB, yeM JIyu3a! U Bce ke, Bce xke... 1 He
MOT 3aCTaBUTh Te0s cuenaTh 3T0! 9 He CMOT cHelaTh Tak, YTOOL UMIIEPATOP MOJTIO0UI Te0s Uu
yTOORI THI XKHJIa C HUM KaK HACTOsIIas mapa!"

"...qro?"

"Trl MOS1, THI MOs! {1 He MOT CMUPHUTBLCS C MBICIIBIO, YTO TH Oy[ellb XKUTh 1 POKATh AETeH C UyKUM
MyxK4yuHOU!"

"3Ha4uT, Thl U3HAYAJIBHO IIepefian "poJjib, KOTOPYIO 5 JoJXKHa Onlyia urpaTh" Benukoi ['epuiorune
BreliH ¥ yCTpoOu MHe TOMUTHYeCKUH Opak ¢ repuoroM [lepceHCKUM, IOTOMY YTO OH MEHS He
mroouT?"

"Uept Bo3bMHY, Ha! A He gyman, 4To TeOs yBe3eT 3TOT HUYTOKECTBO!"

YBumes, 4To PynepT KPHUYHUT, FPY6O B3BEPOIINB CBOU BOJIOCHI, MuH-xa Pa3pa3unjiaCb HEJOBEPYUBEIM
CMEXOM.

Briyio youBUTENBHO, UTO €IUHCTBEHHOU IPUYMHOM, I1I0 KOTOPOU OH noMemian "Munace [lepcer" ctaTh
KPOHIIPUHIIECCOH 1, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, UMIIepaTpuliel, ObI;I0 MMeHHO 3T0. Benukas I'eprioruns bneiis,
Cy[s 1o ee ellle 601ee CHHEMY, YeM IIpexXe, BRHIPaXkeHuIo JIKlla, Cy[s 10 TOMY, KaK OHa CMOTpeJa Ha
HEero, pa3pe’sia Te Ke 4yBCTBa.

3HAYUT N1 3TO, YTO €TO YyBCTBa K MwuHace OBITTH HACTOJIBKO I/ICerHHI/IMI/I?

Torma mouemy OB eMy He CHelaTh 3TOT0 C CaMOro Hadana? Yero oH Tak X0TeJ, YTOOH XKEeHIINHA,
KOTOPYIO OH II0-HACTOSIIIEMY JII00UJI, II0YYBCTBOBAsIa 3TO?

A gto Kacaetcs CeTa, TO KaKOil yBEpeHHOCTHIO0 0671afian PymepT, 4ToOH yTBEpKAaTh, YTO OH He
BITIOOUTCS B Hee?

Kak TONTbKO 9TOT BOIIPOC MPHILET el B r0I0By, MuH-Xa, caMa TOT0 He 0CO3HaBas, IIPOM3HecsIa CJI0Ba,
KOTOPEIE POUIIKCEH B €€ Ceplle.
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