IXKyouT ycTaBujcgd Ha MuH-Xa, KOTOpas CTUCHYJIa 3yObl ¥ IPUTPO3uja eMy HeOOIbIINM CIOPIIPU30M,
II0CJIe Yero TYT Xe 'POMKO paccMesiyiach. 3aTeM OH Me[JIEHHO KUBHYJI U NIPOTSIHYJI PYKY B CTOPOHY
MuH-Xa BHYTPU KaMepHI.

"Xoporto, s obemaio. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, €ro TJIaBHOM I1eJ1bi0 Obla TH".

"...Twl oberrjaemn?"

"ITa. MoeIlb pacCYMUTHIBAThL Ha 3TO... f obelaio".

"YTO TH UMeEeLIb B BULY?"

"Huuero."

IKyOuT, OCTaBUB HECKOJIbKO MHOTO3HAUYMUTEIBHEIX CJIOB, YKJIIOHUIACh OT KOHKPETHOI'O OTBETA Ha
BOIIPOC MUH-Xa 0 CMEICIIE.

3aTeM, OCTOPO2KHO ITPUIIOOHAB YI'OJIOK €€ PTa, OH CHOBa OTKPEIJI POT.

"Yro XK, gymalo, 9TO BCe, UTO I MOT'y CKa3aTh. Temneps g moumy".

"“Thl HEUCTBUTENBHO 3TOUCT... U THI, ¥ PymepTt".

"Hy, ma, nanafuHbl IPUAYT 3a ToOOM B O6ruKalIiie MSATh YacoB, TaK YTO TOTa Thl CMOXKEIITb
BBITIOJTHUTE CBOE 0o0elllaHye, faHHOe MHe. BOpyT, ecnu TH IepegyMaellb 3a 9T0 BpeMs..."

"He BOJIHyMCS, 1 He CTaHy JIraTh, KOrga Ha KOHY XKU3Hb BaXKHBIX JII0fel. YeloBeK, KOTOPHIY NOJIKeH
clepkKaTh CBOE CIIOBO - 3TO TH".

"Xaxa. { 4enoBex ciIoBa, Tak YTO Tebe He CTOUT 00 3TOM OeCIIOKOUTHCA".

Ha ee moBTOpHEIE YTPO3bI [IKYOUT KPUBO YILIOHYJICS U, HU CEKyHB He pa3oyMbIBasi, OTBEPHYJICH,
OBICTPO UCUE3HYB B IPOTUBOINOJIOKHOM HallpaBleHUU 6e3 efUHOT0 3BYKa I1aros.

Bckope 0H CKpBIICS U3 BULY.

'OH TaKOW TUXMH, KOT[la BXOAUT U BHIXOJHUT... I03TOMY 3TO 00Jiee MO03PUTEILHO' .

[TogymaB Tak, MuH-Xxa HaXMypHUJiacCh: €ro BUJ, IIOSIBUBIINKCSA U UCYE3HYBIINN B O0HO MTHOBEHME, KaK
TeHb, II0TIaBIIas IO CBET, IIOUEMY-TO 3aCel B TOJIOBE.



MSrKO roBOpSL... OH IIOKA3aJICs el He3HAKOMBIM, KOT[a OHa BIIEPBBEIE BCTPETHIIA €T0, XOTS MMOCIe
pasroBopa C HUM OHa ITOYYBCTBOBasia ce0si CTPAaHHO 3HAKOMOM. KpoMe TOro, CTpaHHBIN 1IBETOYHBIH
3amax, KOTOPHIM OH M3[aBaJ, KOTHa ABUTaJICS PaHbIIe, TOXKeE [T0Ka3aJICs el CTPAHHO 3HAKOMEIM. ..

OHa c cOMHeHHeM ITI0CMOTpesia Ha TO MeCTo, Ie npolen [IKy[uT, ¥ B3[0XHyNa, Kak OyOTO 3eMIIs
CKOpO IIOTacHeT.

'...f] He momXHA gyMaTh 00 3TOM ceryac'.

HOJIYM&B TaK, OHa B3JOXHYJIa U 0eCIoMOIITHO 3a60pMOTaJ'Ia, BCIIOMHHas CUTYyallulo, B KOTOpOfI
OKa3aJiaCk.

"¢l BRIMTpPana HeEMHOTO BPEMEHH, HO... B UTOTe s He CMOTJIa OYHUCTUTH CBOE UMs".

[Tpu MBICTTH O TOM, YTO OHA MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs 3aIllePTOM B UMIIEPATOPCKOM OalllHe 10 KOHIIa CBOUX
OHeu, y Hee cxKaJjlach rpyab. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHa He XKajiejla 0 CBOeM pelleHuu crnactu ['apeTa
u benuBuasnsg, MuH-xa He MOT/Ia He B3[IOXHYTh IIPU MBICTIH 0 COOCTBEHHOM CHUTYallUH.

Kak u oxuganocs, Kak TOBOPSAT 00U, BHEIIHEE OT/INYaeTCsA OT BHYTPEHHET 0¥,

[ T/N: Upnoma, o3Hayvawas: "BHelllHee TOBeOeHNE U MBICIIM YeJI0BeKa OTINYAIOTCS OT TOTO, YTO Y
Hero BHyTpu". ]

MuH-xa TOpbKO YIBIOHYIaCh, COXKaes 0 TOM, OT Yero OTKa3ajach, IPOMAs yepe3 TPYOHOCTH.

'...OH cKa3aJ, 4TO eCly MeHs 3alpyT B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM OalllHe, TO [0 KOHIIa XKU3HU 51 HU C KeM He
BCTPEYYCh'.

Mornu nmu OHU CO6paTB JOKa3aTeJIbCTBa, KOTOPHIE XOTh KAK-TO CHUMYT YIINYaAIOIINe YIINKHU, 1
HagedaTbCsA Ha BOSMOZKHOCTb USMEHUTH CI/ITyaI.II/IIO?

BCKOpe MuH-xa OBlIafeNy HeTaTUBHLIE MEBICIIH O TOM, YTO [IeflaTh, €CIIK OHa 3aCTPAHET TaM Ha BCIO
OCTaBINYIOCA KU3Hb.

Co cne3aM¥u Ha rja3ax OHa MPoGopMoTara.

"...lHTepecHOo, cMoria OBl 51 MPOXKUTD BCIO KU3HB, He BUAd CeTta? A Obl X0Tena yBUmeTh, Kak Hol
BEIPACTET U CTaHEeT B3POCJIBIM...".

CkoybKO OBl OHA HU IIBITAlach JyMaTh O TO3UTHBHOM, HETaTUBHbIE MBICTTH, KOTOPHIE LIETUISNIACH 3a
Hee, He yxoounu. [IpUCIOHUBIIKCE T'OJIOBOM K pelleTKe KaMephl, MUH-Xa CBEPHYJIach KalauuKkoM,
KaK 9T0 OBIJI0 MUHYTY Ha3al, 3aphlIach JIMIIOM B KOJIEHW U TUXOHBKO 3aphigasa.
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B HO31pu ey yoapui apoMat 1BeTOB. OUHYBIINUCH OT IjIaya, MUH-Xa oTepiia ONyXIIKe rjIa3a 1
OTJIsigenach BOKPYT.

[Tepen ee rma3aMy BO3HUK 3HAKOMBIM BUI CIIaJbHU BO (priuresie 3aMKa [IepceH u [ABYX XKEHIINH,
CUIAIINX 3a MaJIeHbKUM CTOJIMKOM BO3JIe KPOBATHU JIULIOM OpYT K Opyry. OHa cpaly OoHsAJA, YTO OfHA
13 HUX - MuHace IlepceH.

'...Heyxenu 51 cHOBa CILIi0?"'

Kaxk ¥ B mpoImisiii pas3, COH ObIT HACTOJIBKO SIPKKUM, YTO OHA Jaxke He MOTJIa IIOBEPUTh, YTO 9TO COH.

'¢el He MoTJIa BUIETh CHBI, KOTHAa TaK CUJIBHO 3TOTO XOTeja, HO Telepsk...?'

MuH-xa yCMeXHYIach.

"Kak OH MOT' TakK IMOCTYIUThL CO MHOU?!"

9710 OBLIO TOTHA.

Korpa u3-3a cT071a, 32 KOTOPHIM OHU CHENIU APYT HAIPpOTUB APYra, pa3fasics rojIoc mavyliei
MuwuHacs, MuH-xa yOUBIEHHO IIOBEPHYJICS U IIOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee.

"f1 3HaNa, 4YTO €My UTO-TO HY2KHO OT MEHS, HO g TaKXkKe AyMaJsia, YTo ero JiI000Bb KO MHE UCKPeHHS !
Ho Temeps... TH X04ellb CKa3aTh, YTO BCE 3TO OBLIO IPUTBOPCTBOM?".

"HeT, T8I mxems! 310 10%sb! Pa3se oI He ommbaeses?”

Munace 3akprdaja CO BCEH CHIIOH, Ha KOTOPYIO Oblla CIIOCOOHA, 3aKPHIB JIUIIO PYKAMH.

B 9TOT MOMeHT MUH-Xa TIOHSJIa, YTO 3BYK 3aBBIBAHUS OBLT KAKUM-TO 3HAKOMBIM. OH HallOMUHA
T'0JI0C, KOTOPBI 3Bydall B ee T'0JI0Be, COIIPOBOXKIaeMEIN CUIIFHOM T'OJIOBHOM 00JIbI0, KOTHa OHa
BIIEPBBIE CTOJIKHYJIach ¢ PyneproM ['uHUBHCOM.



‘Torga s ciblllaja TOIBKO IJTaYyIIuy romoc MuHace'.

OHa mocMoTpesia Ha MuHace, KOTopas IUTaKaja ellle oTYasHHee, YeM KOTr'a CJIBIIIajia ee rojioc, Kak
OynTo eii OBIIO XKanb ee.

"...4 3Ha, B 3TO TPYAHO IIOBEPUTH, HO 3TO IIpaBfa, repuorudga Ilepcen".

B 3T0 BpeMst pa3masicst TOI0C XKEHIUHE, CUAEeBIIel HaTpoTuB MuHace.

OHa npuCTaNbHO ITIOCMOTPENIa Ha KEHITUHY, KOTOpasi TBEPAO OTBETUIIA, CJIOBHO BOMBAs KIIMH MEXOY
Hel U prifamoueid MuHace. [loyeMy-To Tonoc mokasascs el 3HaKOMBIM, XOTSI 9TO MOTJIO OBITh ee
BooOpaxkeHue. MyH-xa HaKJIOHWUJIa TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpeJla Ha Hee, HO BCe PaBHO He CMOIJIa Y3HaTh
JKEHIUHY CKBO3b Byallb, 3aKPHIBABIIYIO €€ JIUIIO.

'KTO 9T0, 9TOT UenoBek...?"

HIOGOHBITH&H, OHa BHUMATEJIbHO U3y4dild KEHIINHY C ByaJIblO, II0OKA Td I'OBOPHJId TUXHUM I'OJIOCOM.

9To Obln n1aH BUKOHTA PynepTa ['MHUBUCA yKpacTh CEKPETHL U3 j1arepsi Mapkuia ®nopeHca,
KOTOPHIM 3aCTABUJI MapKKU3a CTaTh BOMHOM M IIPHBe K rubenu ceMbr ®1opeHcoB."

CroBa XKeHIIAHEI OBITTH HAaCTOJIBKO IMOPA3UTEJIbHEI, YTO B HUX TPYOHO OBLIIO IIOBEPHUTE.

'...3HAUUT, BCe 3TO Ha4Yanoch u3-3a Pynepra ['mHuBHUCA?'

Korpa oHa mopoImia ¢ youBJI€HHBIM JIUIIOM K phifaoiieir MuHace, MuHace BCKOPe IOIHSJI 3aJTUTOE
Cle3aMu JIUI0 U YCTaBUJICS Ha CTOSIIYIO Ilepefl Hell XKeHIIKWHY, TI0CJie Yero C YIIPEeKOM CIIPOCHIL.

"TTouemy? Ilo kakou npuuuHe? Kakas eMy BeIrofia OT Moero napeHus? KoHe4Ho, OH U Tak X0TeJl
cIoenaTh MeHs KPOHIIPUHIIECCOH, TaK 3ayeM OH Bce 3T0 nmoacrtpoun? [louemy...?!"

"9T0 OTOMY, YTO BBl IIOHPABUIUCEH OBIBIIIEMY KPOHIIPUHITY U HBHIHEITHEMY UMIIEpaTopy OOJIbile, 4eM
oxupasn BUKOHT ['mHuBUC. Ecniu ObI replioTHHS IeHCTBUTEIBHO CTajla KPOHIIPUHIIECCOU UJTU axe
UMIlepaTpullel, Bbl OB 3aBO€BaJIU PaCIOIokKeHNe UMIepaTopa 1 o61afany 60JbIION BIACThIO, X 3TO
HapyIIWIo OBl €ro IJIaH JIETKO MAHUIYIMPOBATh BaMU, IIPEBPATUB B IIyrajio UMIIepaTPULbl, KOTOpas
He T0/Ib3yeTcsl 671ar0CKIOHHOCThIO."

"...Tak BOT [10YeMy OH 3arsajl MOero OTlia Ha I'paHb CMEPTH U pa3pyLInI MO ceMbio? [IpocTo fns
TOT'0, YTOOLI My OBIIO Jlerde MaHUITyIUPOBaTh MHOM?"



"TIpuuynHa, IO KOTOPOH OH CKa3ajl MHE IIPOMOJIXKUTh Pa3roBop O cBambbe ¢ repuorom IlepceHoM
cpenu OpayHBEIX Pa3rOBOPOB, KOTOPHIE IIPUILIIM KO MHE, B TOM, UTO Tepiior [IlepceH MHe HU KalleTbKu
He HPaBUTCS, U B TOM, YTO OH NOAAAHHBEINA, KOTOPOMY AOBEPSET uMIeparop?"

"Ia. T'epnor [TepceHCKuU# ObUT OOMHUM U3 ONTHMXKAWIINX KITIOUEBHIX TOBEPEHHBIX JIUIl UMIIepaTopa 1
OIOHOY U3 OCHOB €ro BJIACTH."

"...BBI XOTUTE CKa3aTh, 4TO PynepT coenan MeHs XKeHOU reprora I[lepceHa, 4To0Ok HCIIOIL30BaTh
MeHS KaK IaxMaTHY0 GUurypy ans ceepxkeHus repuora [lepceHa u, COOTBETCTBEHHO, UMIepaTopa?”

"Tak OHO U eCThb."

"...3HAYUT, BCE 3TU IO, KOTHAa OH ITOCTOSTHHO IIeNTajl MHe CJI0Ba JIoO6BU U 00elan pafyKHoe
Oynyiee, Bce 3T0 OBIIO... pagu 3Toro? Bece 3T0 OBIIO... I0XKbIO?".

B oTBeT Ha ceAyoIKe CJI0Ba XKEHITUHE, MuHace Mpo6opMoTaja B IOJTHOM OTYAsSHUY, ee Tla3a
OBLTA COBEPIIEHHO MEPTBEI, OHA YCTABUIACh B IPOCTPAHCTBO, KAK OyATO MOCIeNHUM TyY HAJeXKIH,
3a KOTOPHIM OHA KOrha-mubo mepkasnack, OB pa3maBiieH.

9 mrobmna tebs.

...s1 moBepsia Tebe.

MuHace, KOTOPYIO BC€ 3TO 06MaHy1'IO, Ka3aJIOCh, 9YTO OHa €JBa MO2KET OCTaBaThCA B 3APABOM YMe.

[Ipoxa BCeM TeJIloM, OHa IIPOU3HECIA.

"Torpga mo4yeMy OH celyac aKTUBHO IIOMOTraeT MHe U replory [lepceHy pa3BecTuCh? ITO TOXKeE ero
mnau?"

"9T10..."

"Ckaxu MHe, Hy Xke".

"...OTO 13-3a OrPOMHBIX aJTUMEHTOB, KOTOphIe TepIoTHuHS OymeT moy4aTh OT repiiora IlepceHa moce
passopa".

" . AmuMeHTH?"



"ITa. BukoHT [MHUBUC MIaHUPOBAJ OTIIPABUTh BaC Ha TPaHUIly IIOCTIe IOTy4YeHUsS aluMeHToB... OH
maxe Kymuja 0COOHSIK IJIsT 3TOTO IjlaHa".

"H-nHer... Het, aToro He MoxeT OvITh. OH Bcerma obeliias, YTo 51 pa3Benych C repuoroM [IepceHCKUM U
Oynmy XKUTh C HUM, KOTTIa Bce ynaguTcs. M aToT 0CcoOHSK... d yBepeHa, YTO OH KYIIUJI €T0 [AJig 3TOT0".

"MHe Xasb, TePIOTUHS, HO TI000Bh BUKOHTA [ MHUBKCA, B KOTOPYIO BBl TaK TBEPMO BEPUTE, YKeE
obOpaTtusack K gpyroi xKeHIuHe" .

"...49ro?"

"BoT moka3aTenbCTBO".

[Toka oHa rOBOpHUJIa, KaKaoe CJIIOBO ITPOH3aJI0O CepAale MuHace, XeHIIWHA BCKOpP€E OOCTaJla U3 Ipynou
HECKOJIBKO ITMCEM U IIPOTAHYIIA UX.

B3siB muChbMO OpoKaIMMU pyKaMu, MuHace Ipoysia ero cogepkKaHue OTHO 3a APYTHM.

"Xa, xaxa..."

Yepe3 HECKONIBKO MIHOBEHUH, POYKUTAB BCE MACHbMA, KOTOPHIE IIPOTSAHYIA KEHITWHA, OHA CMsjia
IIMCHMO B PyKaX U 3aphifaa.

"Kak 0H MOT... KaK OH MOT TaK IIOCTYIIUTb CO MHOU?!"

"...d coenama Oys Hero BCe, YTO MOrfa. 4 mbITanachk CTaTh KPOHIPHUHIIECCOM, KOTOPOM HE XOTesa
ObITh, ¥ OblJIa ITPOAaHa 3a OeHbrd, YTOOH 3aK/II0OUUTH Opak II0 pacyeTy, TOJIbKO pajiu HaIlero
Oynmy1ero, KOTopoe OH MHe o0ellas... HO CylleCcTBOBaja Jii 1 BooO1le B TOM OyAyIneM, KOTOPoe OH
nnaHupoBan? Ilpasma nu 910?"

"Yt0 ke OBIIIO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, UTO S TAK OTYASHHO ITHITAIACh 3AIMUTUTL? [laxke eCiu BeCh MU]
TI0OKa3BIBAJI MaIbIIeM, U 3TO ObIIO HEITPABUIBHEIM ITOCTYIIKOM, 5T BCE PABHO XOTeJIa 3allUTUTH 3TO...
X0Ts, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BCE, YTO OH XOTEJI, 3TO TO, YTO OH IOJIyYUT OT MOEro pa3Bofa, TakK Jik 3T0?"

"Kak, mouemy, OH... OH...!"



BpOCI/IB T'OJIOBY Ha CTOJI ¥ BOEIIMUBIINCE B CBOM KPACHBO YJIO2KEHHEBIE BOJIOCHI, OHa 663YMHO peigajia u,
Ka3aJIOCh, IMOTePAJIa PAaCCyOOK.

MuH-xa HaxMypuiack, Habmomas 3a TeM, Kak MuHace 6e3yIepxKHO IIadeT, CTONKHYBIIKUCH C
IIPaBHOM, B KOTOPYIO OHA He XOTeJla BEPUTH - TI060Bh, B KOTOPYIO OHa BepHJIa, 0Ka3aiach JIOXKBI0. B TO
JKe BpeMs, Kak 0yaTo 601 MuHace Oblsia ee COOCTBEHHOM O0JIBIO, €e Cepalle Ka3aloch, YTO OHO
Pa30pBeTCs, TaK Kak ee THEB Ha PymepTa, KOTOPHIN MOTHOCTHIO IIpefan ee, BCe BO3pacTall.
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