"Bxogute".

B cilenymrigee MTrHOBEHUE U3HYTPH ITOCJIBIIIAJICA IMTPHU3HAK OBUKEHU . Ycnwmmas sTo, MYy2XK4YKMHa, HE
pa3nyMeiBad, OTKPEII ABEPHL 1 BOMIEN B CIIAJIbHIO.

"Ilo6po moxkanoBath, [KyautT".

"{ npusetcTBy10 Benukyio ['epuorusio brneun".

Benukas repuoruts bieiH, IpUCIOHUBIIASCS K CIIMHKE BBEICOKOM KPOBATH B LIEHTPE CIIaIbHU,
IIPUBETCTBOBaa ero. Ogeras B AJIMHHYI0 0elyio HOYHYI0 pyOallKy, oHa Obljla OKPHITA TOJICTHIMU
IIPOCTHIHSIMY U3 T'YCHHOTO MeXa, CIIMHA ee JieXkala Ha IIYIIUCTOMN IIOAYLIKe.

IKyouT T1y00KO ITOKJIOHHUIICS, ITPUBETCTBYS €€, a 3aTeM IIOBePHYJICS K BuBuaH, KoTopas
MaccupoBana pykKy Benukou ['epliorTuHUA PAAOM C HUM.

"TloxoxKe, 10Has neou BuBuaH ToXke 37ech".

"ITaBHO He BUTEIUChH".

[Tocne 6ankeTa B 3aMKe JIoeHTpaM OHM 00OMEHSITUCh KOPOTKUMU IIPUBETCTBUSIMHU IIOCIIE TOTO, KaK
HEKOTOPOE BpeMs He BULEJIUCE.

"MiMnepaTop yxe yIIel B CBOIO CIalbHo, [XKyauT?"

910 OBLIO TOTHA...

YeoBeK, CHAEBIINY 3@ YaWHBIM CTOJIMKOM II0 APYTYI0 CTOPOHY KPOBATU U MOMKBABIINY Yal,
BBICOKOMEPHO CKPECTUB HOTH, 3aTOBOPUII C [IKYOUT.

IXXynuT OTBETHUIIA C JIeTKOM, craboit yIei0Ko# B roJioce.

"a, nopx Pynept". C ycTansM BeIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIa OH OTAAJI IpUKa3 HUKOTO I0Ka He BIIYCKaTh U
ylllesl B CBOIO CIIaJIbHIO."

"910 0b6meryenue. Ecnu uMepaTop MPOCHETCS U MOUAET B 06X0M, MpoOpaThCs BHYTPD U BHIMTHU OymeT
CJIOKHO, IIOTOMY YTO €ro OXpaHseT yCUJIeHHas OXpaHa."



"LIok, B mo6OoOM crTy4ae, UMIIEPATOP BCe eIlle XOpolll B 0€CII0Ie3HHIX BelllaX. Bce, 4TO eMy HYKHO OBIIO
CHemnaTh, 9TO IOCIATh UMIIEPATOPCKYIO BEKJIMBOCTh B 0COOHSK BieliHa, HO OH mpuBes JIyu3y BO
ABOpel, 3aTPYIHUB MHE BO3MOXKHOCTb BUIETHCS C HEU, XOTA YaCTh MEHS X0UeT 0CTaBaThCs C HEH
KaXXIbIM OeHb."

"...Pyneprt."

Benukas I'eprjorunsa biielH cierka nokpacHesa OT BopuyaHud Pymepra.

I'naps Ha Benukyro I'epIioruHio, yroioK ero pra AepHYJICS BBepX, MPexae YeM OH OTCTABHII YAIlKY C
yaeM, KOTOPYIO iepKaJl B pyKaX. 3aTeM, MeJIEHHbIMHY IlIaraMH, OH IOMAOIIeN K KPOBATH, TIe OHa
cumesna, U Cell y ee HOT, JKeCTOM yKa3aB Ha [[XKyauT, KoTopas CTOs/Ia V ABEPH CIIaIbHHU.

"Tlomoriou 6nuxke, [IXKymuT".

"[a, mopg Pymept".

C atumu croBamu [IKynouT MeIJIEHHO MOOomIof K PymepTy. Korga oH 0CTaHOBHUIICS TOCTATOYHO
67113K0, YTOOBI TOBOPUTH 6€3 3aTPyIHEeHUH, PyrepT CIIpocuil ero, Kak 6yaTo xKaai.

"Xopormo. Cet IlepceH, Kako# pa3roBop ObLI y HETO C UMIIepaTopom?"

"CHrauara repuor Ilepcerckuii npocusn Ero BenuuyecTBo nomaauts repuoruto Ilepcerckyto, Ho Ero
BenuuecTBO yIpsaMo oTKa3aucs".

"U uTo?"

"W Ero BenuyecTBO IpenioXKul eMy B3ATh APYIYI0 KeHy, HO repuor [IepceHCKuy ynpsaMo 0TKa3aics
OT 3TOr0 IIPELJI0KEHNs, CKa3as, YTO OH He MOXKET B3ATh OPYI'YI0 KEHY".

[Tpu sTux crnoBax BuBuaH, KOTOpas Haxomuach psgoM ¢ Benukon ['eprioruneit breiiH, B3mporuyina u
3aapoxkana. [[XKyOouT caesnan Iay3y 4 IOCMOTpes Ha BuBuaH, HO PynepT npu3Ban ero npogoiXarh.

"...XM. A tocie 3Toro?"

"TIpou3oien 06MeH HeCKOIbKUMHU CIIOBaMH, U Teplor [IepceHCKul yMOJIsI JaTh eMy 00JIbIie
BpEMeHH, YTOOBI BEICTYIIUTH B €€ 3allUTY, TOBOPS, UTO OH TOTOB OTHATh 3a Hee Bce, 6yab TO TUTYI
UM COCTOsSHME."



"..410? 910 npaBma? OH OeMCTBUTEILHO CKa3aJjl, 4YTO TOTOB OTHATh CBOE ION0KEHUE WU
cocTosHue?"

"[la. Ero BenuuyecTBo 1ocJie JOJIrOro pa3fgyMbsl OTBETUII, YTO OTJIOKUT OIJlallleHUe IIPUroBopa [0
OByX gHei... KoHeYHO, OH He 3a0bl1 IPeaynpeanuTh WX, YTOOb OHU IIOMHUJIM, YTO €CJIU 3a [Ba JHS
OHU He MPeACTaBAT Ha[JiekalllX J0Ka3aTeIbCTB, TO MOTYT ITIOTEPSTh BCe".

"..IlosTHO."

Ha oTtBeT H}KYI[I/IT, PynepT CJIerKa KUBHYIJI C 3aAYMYHMBEIM BEIDAXKEHHEM JINIIA.

PymnepT, morpyeHHbIH B ITyO0KYI0 3aJyMUYUBOCTh B ODMHOYECTBE C BEIpaXKEHUEM JIHlla, Kak 6ynTo
OH HMYETo He MOT TOHATH, Ka3ajloch, HUYETO He 3aMeydal, faxe BuBuaH, KoTopas Oblsla Tak
TIOpaXkeHa, YTo OTIYCTUNIa PyKy Benukoii I'epuoruau BrneiiH, KOTOPYIO OHa AepKalla, Kak TOJIBKO
ycinbimana oTBeT [xkyouT, unu Benukyio ['epuiorunio BielH, KoTopas BRIISAENA Pa3apakeHHOM.

3aiyMaBIIKMCh Ha MIHOBEHUE, PynepT BCKOpe KOPOTKO PacCMesyICsl U IIPOU3HeC.

"...XM. ZKasnb, 4TO 9TO HE MOKET OBITh PEIIeHO MPSIMO 3aBTPa, HO 3M0POBO, UTO MHE HE MPUAETCS
IIPUBOAUTH B UCIIOTHEHUE CBOM IJIaH 110 TI0JTHOMY YHUYTOXEHUIO0 3TOTO HUYTOXKeCTBa."

"U Bce Xe, 4ero s He 0XKUOaJ, TaK 9TO TOTO, YTO HUUYTOKECTBO OTKAZKETCS OT CBOEr0 MOJIOKEHUS U
COCTOSIHUSI, YTOOBI CIIACTH €e... YTOOBl U3MEeHUTh 3allMKJIEHHOMY Ha CBOEM IT0JI0KeHuU 0*saKke".

"Hy, maxke eciy Tak, 3TO BO MHOT'OM BBHITOJHO HaM, ITIOCKOJILKY ITOTPe60BasioChk MEHbIIIe YCUTIUH,
yTOOB yOEeIUTh UMIIEPATOPA U MTally pUMCKOTO 3aTOYUTh BelbMy Ha BEKM BEUHbLIE B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM
OarmHe... Y Hee ropa3no 6osblile I1apMa, 9YeM g AyMaJl, He TakK JI¥, paCTOIUThL 3TOTO JIEASHOT0
6*crapma?"

"B TakoM ciTydae, DOJIZKEH JIU S CKa3aTh MopraHy, 4ToOL OH IIOBPEMEHHUJI C IIJTaHaMU, KOTOPEIe MBI
IIOATOTOBUIIN?"

XM

Pymeprt, KoTophiit 60pMoTast mpo cebst CHaCTIMBEIM TOI0COM, KaK OyOTo OBLIT JOBOJIEH CUTYaIlUEH,
ObLIT TPEPBAH BOIPOCOM [[KYIUT.



On 3ayMaJICAd Ha MTHOBEHHE, IIPEXKIOE 9eM II0KA49dTh T'OJIOBOM.

"Hert. [IpogonxaiiTe B TOM ke ayxe".

"...9T0 GymeT HopMasbHO? BHIKPaCTh T€PIOTHHIO U3 MOO3eMellbs OYIeT CloXKHee, YeM U3
MMIIEPaTOPCKOT0 ABOPLIA ¥ UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM OamrHu".

"Ecmu Obl 9TO OBITIO paHbllle, MHE IIPUIUIOCH OBl TOTPATUTH OBA OHS BIYCTYIO, HE IBUTASACE... HO BCE
n3MeHmnoch. Trl 3a6bita, [xynut? Temeps y Hac ectb MopraH. C ee Marueil He COCTaBUT OOJIBIIIOTO
TpyZHa llepeHecTH Tejl0 MuHace U3 MoA3eMesbs B MO 0COOHSK, TTle YCTAaHOBJIEH Maru4ecKuil Kpyr."

T'oBops 3TO, PynepT ymoBneTBOPEHHO yibi0ancs, ayMas 0 MopraHe, KOTopasi, BEpOsITHO, cefidac
HaXOJUTCS B €T0 IIOMEeCThe, COCTaBIASA KPYT 3aKJIMHAHUN [JI Maruy MOJTyAyIIn.

XOTsI OH COMHEBAJICS [I0 CAMOT0 Cy/a, Korga MopraH JocTaja 3epKajio U HalpaBuIa ero Ha MuHace
I[Tepcen B 3ane cyma, 4ToOH TOKA3aTh IIPaBAy, PymepT cMor pa3BesTh BCe COMHEHHS, KOTOPLIE eIlle
OCTABAJIKCh B €r0 TOJIOBE.

Bce 3T0 65110 GBI HEBO3MOXKHO 6€3 MOMOIIK BeIbMbl MopraH. B 3TOT MOMEHT ero pa3yM BTaiHe
HayvaJl HallOTHATLCS IPYTUMU KeJTaHUSIMHU.

'...OHa - 3T0 TO, YTO 5T MOTY [IEPKATh PSIAOM C COO0H U MCIIOIH30BaTh B OymyIem'.

Kak TompKo 3afava 10 BOCCTAHOBIIEHUIO AyIKu MuHace OyIeT BHIIOIHEHA, PynepT mokmscs cebe,
YTO TIOCTIE 9TOT0 OH OyMeT mepKaTh BeObMY PSAoM ¢ co60i 110601 11eHOM.

"O, ¥ Korpa THl 3aKOHYMUIIIL C 9TUM, UAY B IOA3EMENIbEe U BCTPETHCS C HEl'".

"...JTa XKeHIuHa..."

“ThI cripalllBaellb, TOTOMY 4TO He 3Haelb? OHa He TOJIbKO OCMENNUIach 3aBlafieTh TeaoM MuHace,
HO 1 oOMaHYyJ1a BCeX, BeaBas ceOs 3a Hee. Haliiu meBYIIKY ¥ CKaXKU el, YTO eCJIM OHa He
IIPU3HAETCS, TO phillapu [lepceHa yMpyT BMeCTe C Heli, T030BY NaafiuHOB U N00eNCs MpHU3HaHUS
KEHIIUHHL"

"...Bpsim mu 9Ta XKeHIIWHa C TOTOBHOCTHIO MIPU3HAETCS B CBOUX I'pexax, eCIIM Y3HAET, YTO TepIoT
[TepceHCKUY OTIOXKUI BEIHECEHHE IIPUTOBOpaA”.

Korpma JIKymuT BCTPEBOKEHO IIPOU3HEC 3TH CJIOBA, PymepT peumuTenbHO moKavast rojI0BOM U OTBETHIL.

"EmMHCTBEHHEIE JIIOOH, KOTOPEIE 3HAIOT 00 3TOM celdac, 3TO repior IlepceHCKui U UMIIepaTop,



IPUYEM UMIIEPATOP ellle fake He Hamucal 00 3TOM OpHULINaTbHOTO THChMa'.

On IIPOOOJIZKHUII, YXMBIJIAACE C HEIIPUHY2KIOEHHEBIM BBEIDAZKEHUEM JIUIIA.

"Bbl cKa3asid, YTO UMIIepaTop cerlyac OTAbIXaeT, BepHOo? Ecnu 9To Tak, TO 3aBTPa YTPOM OH OTIIPABUT
nucbMO 00 OTCPOUYKE IIPUTOBOPA, a 3aBTPa I0CTIe MONTYIHS OHO IonafeT B BaTukaH. 3HAYUT, Y HaC
€CTh BpeMsi, YTOOBI HOOUTHLCS ITPU3HAHUS 9TOM KEHIIWHEI, ¥ BCe BpeMs B Mupe, 4ToOn 3a0paTh
IIUCHMO U3 €€ PyK".

" .JIlousarHo."

"Bo3M0XKHO, OHa CHieJlaeT BCe, YTOORI MOIIAAUTh TEX OBYX phillapei, KOTOPhIe OBIIA 3aXBauyeHbI
BMecCTe C Hel, HO eC/Ii OHa He IIOCIyIIaeT, YIIOMSIHUTe Tepiora IlepceHa u ero miapuiero 6paTa, u
OHa cJejlaeT TO, YTO BHL CKaxkeTe".

"4 mons, BUKOHT. f mocenyoo BalleMy npukasy".

ITo komaHge PynepTa ,[[}KYI[I/IT THYGOKO IMOKJIOHMJIACh M TYT K€ IIOBEPHYJIACE IIepead BEIXOOOM K3
CIIaJIbHH.

[ITen4ox.

IIBephb 3aKpHIIaCh 3a HUM, U PymnepT, yooBIeTBOPEHHEIM PAa3rOBOPOM, yKe COOUpascs MOTHATHCS C
noctenu Benukou 'eprioruau bnenH...

"...4UT0 4 cnbllllaza MAHYTY Ha3al, BUKOHT?"

BuBuasn, koTopas cugena psagoM ¢ Benukoi ['eproruaey brels, BcTana psgoM ¢ Pyneptom u
3aroBopujia C HUM ApOKaIINM ro0coM. Bce ee Teno gpoxaso, ¥ 0Ha CMOTpesa Ha Pynepra ¢
O71eIHBIM JTUIIOM, OUEBHIHO, TIOTPSCEHHAS IPEOBIAYIIUM Pa3roBOPOM.

Ornauysuuch Ha BuBuaH, PymepT moxarn njae4aMu U IIOBEPHYJICS K HEl.

"4ro? {1 He MOHUMaIO, 0 YeM TOBOPHUT I0Has jemu?"

"Bel CKa3anu MUHYTY Ha3af, YTO IJIaHUPYEeTe MOJTHOCThI0 YHUYTOXUTh 3TOr0 HUYTOKHOTO
ybmonka...! Korga Bel ToBOpPHUTE "HUYTOXKECTBO", BHI UMEETe B BUAY repiiora [lepcena?"

"Pa3Be B 3TOM eCTb UTO-TO IIj10x0e?"

Korga Pyneprt cripocun ¢ 03alayeHHBIM BbIpaXkKeHHEM JKlla, BUBUaH OTBETHIIA 3aAyIIIEHHBIM



TOJI0OCOM.

"Bbl, KOHEYHO, 00elaayd MHe, YTO €CJIM 51 TOMOTY BUKOHTY, TO B3aM€eH BHI ClieJlaeTe MEHS reploruHen
[Tepcenckoit! Ho Tenepsb, yHUYTOXKUB repiiora Ilepcerckoro? Heyxkenu BEl cOOMpaeTeCh HapyLUIUTh
o0elljaHne, KOTOPOE fJajii MHE ¥ MOEMY OTITy?"

"910? Huuero nomo6HOrO0, 10Has eqy BuBuaH. Bhl criblliany HegaBHO, YTO repuor IlepceHcKui
OTKa3aJiCcsA OT IpHKa3a UMIIepaTopa B3SATh APYTYIO XKeHY. ITO 3HAYHUT, UTO pa3 OH OTKa3asCs
JKEHHUTHCS Ha [PYToH, To OH HaM OoJibille He HyKeH".

"...Korpa BBl BTIHYJIX MEHS B 9TO, BUKOHT, BBl SICHO [ajlv IIOHATh, YTO €CJIX S IIOMOTY BaM, BhI
cIeslaeTe MEHS XXKE€HOM CaMOI'0 BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHOTO IBOPSIHMHA B 9TOM UMIepuu. ECTh mu cerdac B
MMIIepUM KTO-HUOYOb, KTO IIOJXOAUT TI0T 3TO YCJIOBUE, KpoMe repiora [Tepcena?"

"MEI He MOXKEM IIPUHYAUTH €T0 K 3TOMY, KOTHa OH OTKa3kBaeTCsl, He Tak nu? Kpome TOro, BB 3HAETE,
KaK CUJIbHO UMIIepaTOop IIEHUT ero Kak IOAJAaHHOTO, ¥ MBI MOXKEeM CeJlaTh TOJIbKO TaK MHOT'0, YTOORI
ybemuTh ero yepes JIyusy."

"...Tak 4TO ke TH coOUpaeNIbCs menaTh Terneps? Brl MbITaeTech 3a0bITh 00ellaHKe, MaHHOEe MEXMOY
MHO# U BUKOHTOM?"

"Kak 3T0 MoxKeT OnITh? f coepxKy cBoe obelljaHue, U 00sg3aTelbHO Haly Tebe Apyroro MOJomoro
OBOPSTHUHA, TOCTOMHOTO Te0s".

Korga BuBuaH pe3ko Bo3pasuiia, COCNIABIIKNCh Ha obOellaHue, PymepT mOMBITANICS YCIOKOUTH ee
JTACKOBBIMHU cJioBaMu. OOHAKO ee THEB, BCKUIIEB, He ObIJI TeM, YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO JIETKO ITOfIaBUTh
HECKOJIbKUMHU CJIOBaMH.
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