TémHoe HOuHOEe He0O yKpalllal TOHKUY Mecsll, HallOMUHABIIUY CepeOpsSIHYI0 KOPOHY
BEJTMYECTBEHHOM OOTMHU, CKPHIBILIEH CBOM IUK CPEOU T'yCTHIX 0671aKOB.

Iepxka B pyKax OMMHOKYIO CBedy, BeJlKas repuoruHs bieiH nmogouna K Kons0eau mofjie KpoBaTH,
r7le MEPHO JIeXKaJu IBOe €€ JeTel. B3risiHyB Ha HUX, OHa OTOIIJIAa B CTOPOHY, 3alepia ABEPh U
3aKphIia OKHA ITOPaMH, YTOOR HY eIWHEBIN JIyY CBeTa He MOT mMpoOpaThCs B KOMHATY.

OcBelriaeMble JIUIIL TEIBIM CUSTHUEM KPOXOTHOM CBEUKHU, CHIHOBbS I'epIloTUHH, Yapiab3 U MUHY3Ib,
OBICTPO 3aCHYJIH, B TO BPeEMS KaK MX 30JI0TUCThIE BOJIOCH! yIlajy UM Ha JIHIIa.

Ecnu Gbl ¢ Hebec CITyCTHIICS aHTesl B 00Iu4Yre MIIafieHIla, pa3Be He ObIT OBl OH ITOX0XK Ha HUX?

OnmHOTO TOJBKO B3TJISIA Ha ABYX MJIAfEeHLEB OBIIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOB MTHOBEHHO IIPOHUKHYTHCS K
HUM JTI000BbI0 ¥ 3a00Toi. OMHAKO B3TJISIM, C KOTOPHIM BeNTUKas TepluoTHuHs BieiH cMoTpesa Ha HUX
OBbLJT COBEPILIEHHO [PYTUM.

«.»

[Tona6mrofaB 3a COSAMIMMU JETHMU €II1€ Tapy CeKYH[, TePLOTUHS II0CTaBUIa MaJleHbKUH KaHaensop
Ha CTOJIMK, CTOSBIIUY PSOOM C KOJeiOenbio. [107102KUB ONHY PYKY Ha Kpail JeTCKOM KPOBAaTKH, OHA
CHOBA B3TJITHYJIA Ha MaJIbuuKOB, 6€33a00THO CIAIIUX B OOHUMKY APYT C IPYTOM.

«XMX...»

BpeMst oT BpeMeHHu OeTH 4T0-TO 60PMOTAJIM BO CHE, TIEPeTSATUBAS Ofesiio IIOBEPX CBOMX IIJIed, OJHAKO
TepIOrHuHS JTUIb MOT4Ya Habogana 3a HUMU.

3aTeM, CIIOBHO IIPUHSAB KaKO€e-TO PelleHue, JeBYIIKa IIPOTAHYIIAa PYKY B CTOPOHY CIIAIINX MJIaOEHIIEB.

Pyka BenuKo# repuorudu breiiH Me[JIeHHO ABUTajach K JuilaM e€ neteil. OqHAKO CTOUIIO TOJIBKO
KOHYMKaM €€ TajblleB KOCHYThCS UX KOXKM, KaK OHa Pe3K0 OTHPsHYyNa, yoeras nNpoys U nafgas Ha
CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO KPOBATh.

«Xa...xa...»

IIo Kpast eé KpoBaTH OBIJIO BCET'0 HECKOJIBKO IIIAaroB, HO OHA [IbIIIaia TaK HAIPSXKEHHO, CJIOBHO
npobexkaa MOJTHOIEHHIH MapagoH.

‘Tak cTpaHHO... YTO co MHOU He TaK? YTo coepxKuBaeT MeHsa? ’

Eé pa3yM OblJT OTHOCHUTEIBHO CIIOKOEH POBHO [I0 TOTO MOMEHTA, II0Ka OHA He IOoyKWHasa ¥ H 3abpaia



J:[eTefI OT HAHHU, CKa3adB, 9YTO XO0YET BIIE€PBEI€ YJIOZKHUTH UX CIIATh B CBOei KOMHarTe.

B TOoT MOMEHT OHa BUfeNa, KaK HSHS YTO-TO Hepa3bopuuBo O0pMOTasa, MoKa AepKaa UX B pyKax,
TakK, CJIOBHO yCIIeJla CUJIbHO IPUBS3aThCsl K HUM. Benukas repuoruss bieiiH mo3xe nobaBuia, 4To
cama m03ab0THUTHCS 0 PeOSTUIIKAX CeTOnHs, MpUKa3aB, YTOOb HUKTO He CMeJI BXOIUTh B €€ KOMHATY,
IIOKa OHa He MpPUKaXKeT.

FepHOFI/IHH XOTeJla JIMIIb BEICMEATE IIOBEeIeHNEe HAHEYKHY, HE HapyIllad IIPU 3TOM COOCTBEHHBIX
1 7
IIJIaHOB .

Ins He€, eé neTu ObUIX UL CII0COO0M JOOUTHLCS KeaeMOoM BIacTH, IPeCTaBisas o060 TOHKYIO
HUTOYKY CBSI3BIBAIOLIYIO JEBYIIKY C CEPALIEM JIIOOMMOT0 €10 MyKYHUHHL... OHU OBLTA BCETO JIUIIIb
HEKOTOPHIMU O€CIIOJIE3HBIMU XKU3HSIMU, KOTOPhIe YYTh He TOTYOUIIN €€ CUIbHEUITUMHU O0JIIMU BO
BpeMs 6epeMeHHOCTH. [0 CHX IIOP e€ KOCTH BpeMs OT BpEMEeHHU JIOMHIIO B 0COOEHHO XOTOTHEIE 1
BeTpPeHHkbIe JHHU... OHa He BUesia B 9TUX NEeTSX HUYEero 6OJIbIIero

...Ecnu BCE u BIIPSMB OBIIO UMEHHO TaK, TO II0UEMY XKe OHa MefJiuia?

3aJIYMaBH.II/ICB Ha[ 3THUM, BEJIMKad repooruHsia bnenn IIPUKYCHJIa CBOIO aJIYIO T‘y'6y, BCIIOMHUHAA TOT
OUAJIOT, 9YTO CIIy4YHJICA MEeXOy Hell U BeIbMOM 110 UMEHH MopraH.

«BoT, 51 HaHecsa Ha 6pacieT CUMBOJIBL U3 PYTOT0 MUpPA ¥ HaJIOXKWIa IPOKJIATHe. BCE, UTO BENUKOM
reprorute BreiH HyKHO CHesaTh, 3TO MOJIOKUTEL PYKY B OpacieTe Ha LIEKW CBOUX CHIHOBEH. B TOT
CaMBIF MUT HAJIOKEHHOE MHOI0 MPOKJISIThe OyIeT aKTUBUPOBAHO».

«.»

«Ox, 1, yToOH M36eXKaTh KaKU-TU00 IOJO3PEHUH, S HAlI0KUJIAa Ha OpacyeT elleé OqHO IPOKIISTEE,
KOTOPOe HalpaB/IeHO Ha CaMy BEJIMKYIO TepPIIOTHHIO».

«...YUTO UMEHHO 9TO 3a MPOKJISATHE?»

«41 He Mory paccka3aTh BaM Bcex meTasneil, HO mocTapalch 00bSICHUTD, KaK 0HO paboTaeT. ITO
IIPOKJISIThE JIUIIb HAaKJIaAblBaeT CUMIITOMEL, KOTOPHIE BHITISAAT TOYb B TOYb, KaK peajibHOe IIPOKJIITHE
U IIpofiepXkaThCcs napy fHel. ONHAKO OHU He HaBPeOAT HU BEJIUKOU TeploTUHEe, HU OBYM €€
CBIHOBBAM».

«...IlpaBfa, HEe HaBpeOAT?»

«KoHe4yHo. Bl MOXKeTe caenaTs BUM, YTO 9TO CUMIITOMEI IIPOCTYABI, KOTOPBIE HE NCYE3HYT HECKOJIBKO
I[Heﬁ, OOHAKO IIOTOM, CIIYCTA BpeMsH, BawMm cTaHer JIy4duie. Hukakux mo60UHBIX 3(1)(1)6KTOB HE GYJIGT».



«,.»

«0x, 0oxe. Tak B ueM ke f0eao?»

fApKo KpacHble TyOs MopraH BHITSHYIUCH B YIIBIOKY, KOTHa OHa IIPOTSHYIa 3aYapOBaHHEIN OpacieT
repuoruie, 6pocuB Ha Ty UCIBITEIBaOLIMH BT, Kasanock, 4To 0Ha HacMeXxajach Haj TePIOTUHEH,
Kak OBl CIIpalluBasi e€, el CTBUTENIBHO JIU CTPEMJIEHNE TOU K e€ BO3JII00JIEHHOMY ObLIIO CTOMb
HEBEJIMKO, YTO B CAMBIN OTBETCTBEHHEIM MOMEHT [EBYIIKA Hayajla COMHEBATLCS B CBOUX HEHCTBUSX.

B mo6aBok Ko BceMy, BembMa OyaTo OBl 3HasA O IIJlaHaX TEPLOTUHU U €€ HaMEPEeHUIX, CIIelldalbHO
IIPOBOMS BCE OOJIbIIe BPEMEHU PSIOM C PyrepToM, 061asich C HUM.

Korpa Benukas repuoruts brnelin BcrioMHKTIa cMex MopraH, 0yaTo Obl H3[eBaBIIMiiCA Ha HEW, TO HE
CMOTJIa COepKaTh THEBA U CTUCHYJIA KyJTaKy C TAKOW CHUJION, YTO PYKHU €€ mobereny.

‘OHa BCero Ha BCEro nNpocTas BegbMa, Kak OHa CMeeT...’

[To HAYasy TepIOTUHS IIPUBEJa BEObMY JIUIIL YTOOH Ta U3THalla MuHac IlepceH, 4TO B TOT MOMEHT
He OTIIyCKaJjla U3 CBOUX PYK cepale PymepTa, U3 ero pasyMa pa3 ¥ HaBceraa. Bo3MoXHO, Cleno
IOBEPUBIINCH KOJIAYHELE, OHA He 3aMeTHusa, YTOo [T03BO/INIIa BebMe, Kyna Oosee monnou, yeM MuHac
[lepceH, noOXKUTH I'71a3 Ha Pynepra.

Benukasa TepunoruHs CUJIbBHO HEPBHUYAJIA II0 3TOMY IIOBOLOY.

B mo6om criydae, el CieqoBaio BEITPSXHYTh U3 TOJIOBHI 9Ty Y2KACHYIO TpeBory. [Toka eé miaH
paboTar, OHa 3HaJja, YTO IOJIyYUT BCE, UEro MmoxkKeaer.

‘...J0a, ecnu 3TOT mIaH cpaboTaeT, TO 51 CMOTY IIOJIYYUTh BCE, UTO YTOOHO'

Cepaue Pynepra u cuiy, KOTOpPOM OHa CMOKET BIOBOJIb HaCJIaguThCs, 3aHSIB MeCTO MMIlepaTpuIibL. ..
Bcé. Torpa yxke HUKTO He CMOXKET B3TJITHYTh Ha HEE€ KaK Ha OOBIYHYIO CKPOMHYIO TOCIIOXKY.

.... U Pyniept B TOM uucrne!

Pa3Be oHa He TepIiejia BCe 3T JHU, IIPUTBOPAACE, 9YTO JTIO0UT I/IMHepaTopa, KOTOPOT'0O HUKOI'ma He
mo0uIa Ha CaMOM gejie, JIMIIb pagu 3TOTO0 MOMEHTa?

Ctowuno e 3agyMmaTthscst 06 9TOM, ¥ COMHEHHUe, IIPOKPaBIIieecs K Hell B cepfilie Mpexe, BHE3AMHO
MCIIapPUIIOCh, OTAaB CBOE MecTo HeOhBamoi XpabpoCTH U MyKeCTBY. [IpUIIONHSB YTOJIKA CBOETO PTa B
yNIBIOKE, BeIMKast TepIoruHs BieiiH MeJIeHHO IOJHSIach C KPOBATH ¥ HaIlpaBUIaCh 00PaTHO K
KOJIBIOEIIH.



BcTaB nepeq COSIMME JeThbMHU, IeBYIIKa MIPOTSAHY/Ia BIEPEN PYKH, IIeOTOM 00palasch K CaMOH
cebe:

«...Jla. ITo [A7Ig ero u Moero 6ymyiiero».

BHe3amHo, Kak TObKO PYKH BEJIUKOM reploruiu brneiiH KOCHYIUCE IeK eé meTel, TEMHO-3eJIEHBIN
CBET BCIIBIXHYJ B KOMHATe.

«A-aHrx, a-a-a-a-x!»

Benukas repuorvssa bneliH BCKpUKHYJIa, OLIYTUB PE3KUU IIOTOK CUJIBHOTO CTAaTU4YECKOr0
3JIEKTPUYECTBa, KOTOPHIM 3aCTaBUJI €€ YIIacTh BIEPEN, packadaB KPOBaTKY, B KOTOPOU BCE 3TO BPEMS
CIlaiu JeTH. B TOT e MUT OHa OIIyTHJIa, KaK BCE €€ TeJl0 HauMHAaeT TopeTh, IOCyIe Yero oHa
oTepsiyia CO3HAHUE.

[TpoknsaThe BembMbl MopraH cpaboTaso yCIIeIHo.

JeByiKa cibIaa a4 e€ feTei ¥ YyBCTBOBAJA, KaK CO3HAHUE MeMJIEHHO BO3BpAIlaeTCs K Hell.
[TpoTsAHYB PYKH, OHa IO¥MaJla pacKauuBalollyi0Cs KOO,

D*D*D

PacmomoxkeHHBIN B CaMOM LIEHTPe CTOMHIIE, Ha KopoeBcKo# ynuily, 0COOHSK C TEMHO-CUHEN
KPHBIIeH ObIT K3BeCTeH MHOTMM KakK MeCT0, KOTopoe MmmepaTop mepenaBai B Jap CBOeH caMoi
LOPOTOY CYIIpyTe.

[ToMHMO BeTHKONIENHBIX 30aHNUM, THe XKUIN JINIIE Te, KTO YHaCJIiegoBaJl KOPOJIEBCKYK KPOBE UJINA
SABJIAJICSA BEICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIM IIPEOCTABUTEJIEM 3HATH, KOTOpOfI I/IMnepaTop MOT TOBEPSATH, OdHHASA
YIIUIla BEIAENAIIACh CBOUMHU ITOTPACAIOIMUMHU CTPOEHUAMHU U POCKOIIBLO, 3aMeTHOHU m37aleKa.

Bonee Toro, IIOCKOJIBKY OCOOHSIK, paCHOHO}KeHHBIfI BCEro B IeCATH MUHYTAX €30kl Ha KOJIECHUIIE OT
I/IMHepaTOpCKOTO OBOPIIQ, OXPAHAJICA NTYUYIIMMU UMIIEPCKUMHU CTPAKHUKAMH, 0T06paHHBIMI/I CaMUM
I/IMHepaTOpOM, TO HUKTO HE MOT fazKe IMOOayMaTh O TOM, YTOOBI IIPOHUKHYTL BHYTDE UJIK XOTA OBI
IIPOXOOUTh MKMO, HE UMes IIPUTTIallleHNUA OT I'OCIIOZXKH.

HasBauHHIH «gBOPILIOM BiieiiH» B 4eCTh TEKYIeH BIafeullbl 0COOHSIKA, BeTUKOM reporuiu beriH,
3TOT [IOM OTJIMYAJICS 0COOEHHO MIOKUPYIOLIEH KPACOTOM M CaJaMH, IIOJIHBIMU SIPKUX FOPTEeH3UH,
IIBETYIIUX KaXKOYIO BECHY.

rOpTeHSI/II/I, HaXOOUBIIHECHA 110 CTPOTMM HAA30POM MMIIEPCKOT'O CaJOBHUKA, OBILIIM CTOJIb IIpEeKpacCHHI,
YTO 0OBIYHO B 3TO BpeMs BEJIMKad repIoruHia bnenn Ka}KI[BII;I OEeHb IIPOTr'yJInBaJlaCh CPeEOX HUX CO
CBOMMH OETHMHU.



OpHaKO 3TOT [IeHb OBINT MOMCTUHE CTPAHHBIM.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia KallId BOOLI CTEKAJH 110 MW POKHUM JIelleCTKaM, 0JIeCTEeBIIIUM B CBETE PaHHETO
JIETHEr 0 COJIHIIa, BEJINKas I'epPIOruHsi, 0OBIYHO IMIPOTyJIUBAIOIIAsACA 110 Cady, HAIIOJTHEHHOMY
OYMIXUCTBIMUA LIBETAMH, HE COEJIalla HY LIaTry U3 CBO€eM CIlaJbHMU, IJIOTHO 3aKPHIB BCE IIITOPHI Ha OKHaX.

K TOMY XK€, XOTh YK€ U OBLITO BpeMs IIO3OHEro 3aBTPaKa, HUKTO HE CJIbIIIAI HU €JUHOT0 3BYKad HUIIN
3HaKa Ybero-1mbo IIPUCYTCTBUA B €€ cIiaJbHe.

[To Hayany HUKTO He Ipeman 3ToMy O0IbIIOT0 BHUMAHUS, IIPEAIIO0I0KUB, UTO IeByLIKa MOTJIa
IIPOCIIaTh, TaK KaK yCTajla BCIO HOYb 3a00TUTHCS O CBOUX AEeTSIX. DpeinuHbl, 06BIYHO
IIPUCITYKUBABILIE TePIOruHe, U COIIPOBOXK/IABININE €€, faXe IMOCTy4asIu B ABEPb HECKOIbKO pas3 C
KpaiHe B3BOJIHOBAaHHBEIMHU BRIPAXKEHUSIMHU Ha JIUIAX.

«Benukas repuoruns, y Bac kamens? Bel 4eM-To 60TBHEI?»

«.»

«Ecnu Bel y2Ke TPOCHYJIUCE, TO, TI0XKalyiCcTa, OTBEThTe MHE, BEJIMKAs FepILOTUHS. YKe ITepeBajuio
3a TIOJIEHB.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO (peitiHa IPoaoJIKuiIa HaCTOPOKEHHO T'OBOPUTH, CTOSI IIEPEJ] CaMOil IBEPHIO,
He OBIIO HY eIMHOTO 3HaKa, YTO KTO-TO BHYTPU NENUCTBUTENBHO CITyIIaN e€.

OnHa 3Hama, 4TO He MOXKET IIpoCTO BOUTH BHYTDE. Benukas TepUoruH4A MMPprUKa3alla HUKOMY HE BXOOUTH
B KOMHATY OO0 T€X II0OP, ITIOKa OHAa CaMa He ITO30BET, OJHAKO HEJIb35 2XKe OBITIO OCTABIISITh BCE TaK KakK
ecThb. Tak u penius, (i)pefIHI/IHa TAXKEIIO0 CTTIOTHYJId ¥ CXBATUIIACh pYKOﬁ 3d PYUYKY OBEDHU.

3aMeTUB 3TO, MOJIOAast CIyKaHKa, CTOSBIINAs PSIOOM, OCTAHOBUIIA €€.

«Bb1, BB yBEPEHBHI, YTO 3TO XOpoIuas unes? Ha TOT ciy4ai, ecyid MOTOM BeJIMKas TePLOTHHS COeIaeT
HaM BEITOBOP...»

«4l mocnymHoO NpUMy HaKa3aHue, KaKUM OBl OHO HU OBLJIO, TaK YTO OTIIYCTH MOIO PyKy»

K>

OTTONKHYB CTyKaHKY, KOTOpas IbITalach OCTaHOBUTD €€, CO CBOETO IyTH, PpeiiyiiHa IIOBEpHYIa
PYYKY ¥ BOIIUIA B CITa/IbHIO. Me[TIeHHO MPOXOMs B CTOPOHY OKHA U OCMaTpPUBas TEMHYIO CIIabHIO,
OHa He MOT'Jla 3aMeTUTh HU €JUHOT0 JIyYHdKa CBETa, ¥ PelIua Pa3fABUHYTh LITOPE, YTOOH Pa3byauTh
BEJIUKYIO T€PLOTHHIO.



,]:[eBy'H.IKa B3IrJIAHYJIA Ha KPOBATh U OTKPHBIJIA IITOPHI. B TOT Mur cser 3anun KOMHATY, SAIPKO OCBeIlad
IIPOCTPAHCTBO X OTKPEIBAA BUO Ha CHEHY, PA3BEPHYBIIYIOCA B CIIAJIbHE 1 BCE 3TO BpeMs
CKPEIBABIIIYIOCA BO TbME.

«A-a-a-a-a!»

Bup Benukoy repiioruiu bieH, ymaBiiei K HOXXKKaM KOIBIOeIH, Ybe TeJlo OblI0 HeoObh9aHO
KPaCHBIM, a [bIXaHUe TSKeJbIM, cOuBan ¢ TONKy. E€ meTu ¢ TpymoM JIOBUIIM PTOM BO3IYX, BEITHPAS
pPyKamu Cl€3bl, CKaTHIBABIIKECS 110 UX IIeKaM.

OpeiinuHa npubnKU3UIach K BEJIMKOM reploTHHe, JIeKaBIIel pSfoM C IeTCKOM KPOBaTKOH, U
oOxBaTujIa €€ pyKaMH, 3aKpru4aB Tak I'POMKO, CJIOBHO €€ TOPJIO MOTIJIO CJIOMaThCs B JII0O0M MOMEHT.

«3meck KTo-HUOYOL ecTh?! Benmukasi...Benukas reproruss... ! »

«B uém memno?!»

YcipimaB KPUKH, JTIOOU, HAXOOUBIIKECS B TOT MOMEHT B 0COOHSIKEe, MTHOBEHHO ITPUMYAaJIUCh B
CIIAJIbHIO ¥ YBUOEH PA3BEPHYBIIYIOCS TaM TPareIuio.

Pritlapu, oxpaHsiBiI“e 0COOHSK, IIPUHSIUCH OOBICKMBATH €TI0, IOIMYTHO OTIIPaBUB MIKHCHMO
VimmepaTopy, B TO BpeMs Kak C/Ty>KaHKU 1obekanu B II0A3eMebs, YTOOB IPUTOTOBUTD JIET U
XOJIOHYIO BOAY, UTOOBI OXJIafIUTh BEJIMKYIO TePIIOTHHIO U €€ NETEN.

B To Bpemsi, ipuciyTa, 3a00TUBIIASICS O IeTSX, HUKAK He MOTJIa afalTUPOBAThCS K CIIOKHUBIIENCS
CUTyaIlMH, YTO yCIlesia IIPOU30MTH [T0Ka, OHU OOPCTBOBAJIY 1ieJible CYyTKU HAIPOJIET. M HUYEro He
0CTaBaJIOCh, KPOMe KaK COTPSICAThCS OT CTpaxa, I0Ka MX TOpJia Iepechixaau OT HalPsIKeHUS.

Bcero nuiib OOgUH JIETHUH [E€Hb...

B MraoBeHbE OKa OCOOHSIK BETMKOM repLoTUHU BieiiH mpeBpaTUiICs B HACTOSIIUY afl, XOTh PaHbILE U
SIBJISITT COOO¥ PadiCKoe MeCTO, HallOJIHEHHOE I[BETYIIUMHU TOPTEH3USIMHU.
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