Xanart, B KOTOpBIfI OnlTa O€eTa KEHIIINHaA, OBLJT HACTOJIBKO CTapeIM, 9TO €TI0 TPYOHO OBITIO
PEKOMEHOOBATE CUS. KpOMe TOr'0, CTApOe€ IIJIaThe, BRITJIAOBIBAIOIIEE NU3-II00 XaJlaTa, OBLITO T'PDOTECKHO
IIOPBAHO Ha KOHIIAX, a KO2KaHbIe TY(bJ'II/I OBITTH HACTOJIBKO N3HOIIIEHEBI, YTO HOCKHN BUOHEJINCh CKBO3b
IJIaThe.

Korpa PymepT He cMOT 0TBECTH OT Hee ITOO3PUTENILHOTO B3TJIANa, TOCKOIBKY OHa Oblla ofieTa Tak,
YTO, Ka3aJIoCh, He MOTJIa TOMOYb IaHy, Benukas ['eprioruns bielH mepBasi OTKpHLIa POT.

"MHe o4eHb Kanb. [loxanylcTa, moMuMuTe. Y HaIlero BAKOHTA MHOTO COMHEHUU".

"4l mormMaro. Tak 0OBIYHO OBIBAET C JIIOOBMH, KOTOPHIE TAWHO YTO-TO 3aMBILIISIOT".

"Tenepb caguTech BOH TaM. Bce B mopsigke, Pynept?"

" da

"Torpga, u3BMHUTE MeHsA. BukoHT, Benukasa ['eproruns."

Korpa o oTBeTHs 6€3BOJTBHEIM T'OJIOCOM, JKEHIIMHA B XaJiaTe MMPOIIIA BIepen, Kak OyATo XKaasa, ’
cesa Ha CTYJI HAllPOTUB TOI'0 MECTa, The CTOSIT PymepT.

"Tck...'

OH crerka HaxMypHJICs IIPU BUMIe TOTO, KaK OHA UJET OOHA U CAUTCS, IpeXkKIe YeM ee IIPOBOISIT.
Cyns 1mo BceMy, XKeHIIHY Ilepe] HUM HUKOTa He COIIPOBOXK/Ialy, ¥ OHa Ka3ajiach 4YeJI0BEKOM
HU3KOT'0 ITPOUCXOXKIeHUs. M3-3a 3TOT0 OH He 3HaJI, KaKy0 ITOMOIIb OHa MOTJIa ObI eMy ITPEeAJIOKUTE.

B cnepyromui MOMeHT PymiepT mpoiues K CBOEMY MECTY HallpOTUB Hee, IPOJ0JIXKasi IOJ03PUTEIbHO
CMOTPETh Ha XKeHuuHy. KeHIHa, HabmogaBias 3a ero mosiBlieHueM, u3fajia HeTPOMKUM CMEIIOK 1
CKasara.

"BaM Heuero omacaThCs, BAKOHT ['MHUBHC. f 3HAI0 0 Bac ropa3mo 00Jibille, YeM BB AyMaeTe".

"...9T1o aTo 3HAUUT?"

"Hy. Hanpumep, Ij1aHbl, KOTOPble BUKOHT CTPOUJI BCE 3TO BPEMS, U KOTOPHIE MOTJIN OBl OBITH ITOJIE3HEL
IJIST Bac, WIHK... 0 "ToTy00# KpoBHU", 0 KOTOPOM BHI aKe He CKa3aslu XeHIIUHEe, KOTOPYIOo IobuTte
6onbie Bcero?"



"Tenepdb TH TOTOB MHE JOBEPATH?"

PynepT 3aCTHIII C GHGJIHBIM BBIPaKE€HNEM JIMIla IIPU CIIOBAX, BEIJIETEBHIINX U3 YCT KEHIITWHEI.

'Kakoro uyepra... OTKyga oHa 3HaeT? Kakum o6pa3om?

OH mo4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK ero KpoBb I10X0JIOfIela OT TalHbl, KOTOPYI0 OH HUKOTHa HUKOMY He
pacckasbiBall, faxe MuHace. Mexny TeM, XKeHIMHA APKO yNIbIOHYIach, ¥ OH YBUOET €e KpacCHEIe
ryOBl, BHITJISIIBIBAIONINE U3-II0]] XajlaTa. PynepT ornsuyncs Ha Benukyio 'eprorutio Breiin ¢
JKECTKUM BhIpaXKEHUEM JIUIIA.

"..Jlyu3sa, KTO, 4epT BO3bMHU, 3Ta KeHIIXHA?"

"Pynept, BooG11e-To..."

"Ckaxu MHe ObICTPO. YTO 3TO, 4epPT BO3bMH, TaKoe!"

"Ycmokoiucs noka. 9 Bce 00BACHIO".

Benukas 'epuoruns bieiiH ycnokousa BolHeHUe PynepTa U KpemnKo B3sijia €0 3a PyKy. 9To
[eCTBHE Ha MTHOBEHNE YCIIOKOUJIO eTr0 BojnHeHue. OOHAKO 3TO He IIOTHOCTHI0 YMEPHUIIO €T0
OyIIyIolIrie SMOIUH.

I'nsaAps Ha HEro IPKO-KpacCHBIMHU I'ma3aMu, Benukas I'epIioruas 0CTOPOXKHO OTKPHITIA POT.

"Pynept, TH caM 3TO cKa3as. Kak Hu mocMoTpy, HEHellHAs MuHace [lepceH ctpaHHas. TE ckasai,
YTO OHa CJIOBHO [IPYTOH 4YeJIOBEK, BEPHO?"

"U uto?"

"CHavasa s He IIpHOasa 9TOMYy 3HaueHus. [IpocTo, Kak OyOTo MPOCTO U3MEHUIIOCh cepatie. OmHakKo,
KakK Thl CKa3aJl, s CHbIlIazna 3Ty UCTOPUIO OT OBOPSH, KOTOphle 3Hanu MuHace IlepceH mo
3aMyKeCTBa, ¥ CTajo SICHO, YTO €e OTHOIIEHKe, IPUBHIYKY U IT0BeleHNe HaCTOIbKO U3MEHUINCH, UTO
TPYOHO BOCIIPHHUMATh €e KaK OOHOTO ¥ TOTO ke dejoBeka. Kak OyATo ABe OyIny 00MTa0T B OOHOM
Tene".

".. Y10 3TO 3HAUUT?"

"He MoxkeT OBITH "IpPYroro" YyeynoBeKa, y KOTOPOT'O BCe COBIAMAET, faXe MsATHA Ha Tejle U LIpaMbl,
TI09TOMY S ITofiyMara, He mpo06ieMa 1 9T0 ¢ gyuion. C TaKUMU ITO03PEHUSIMU ST TAWHO MCKaJl
3ampeleHHsle KHUTH B UMIIepaTOpcKoy 6ubnuoreke. KpoMe TOTo, 51 OTIIpaBuiia MUChbMO OTILY, YTOOBI



y3HaTh, KTO MOT OBl IaTh MHe MOACKa3Ku B BaTukaHe. U Bce e 4acCTh 0 3aIPETHOM Maruu Oblna
BHIPBaHa M3 3alpeTHOM KHUTH, a CBATON XpaM OTKa3aJICs, CKa3aB, YTO 3TO 3allpeTHas Marusg U 4To
OHU He 3HAIOT U JaXKe He XOTST 3HaTh O Heul."

"WTak, 1 TalHO II0Caja KOe-Koro y3HaTh, eCTh JIU KTO-HUOYIb, KTO MOXKET 3HaTh 00 3TOM. f TallHO
IIpHKa3aa BeI3BaTh B MOI0 PE3UEHIINIO BCEX, KTO 3HAET O 3allpeTHOM Maruu. XoTs 4 Tak U chenan, g
He 0XWU[aJl, YTO 3Ta XKeHIWHA PUET KO MHe CerogHs yTpoM."

"OTa XKeHIMHA CKa3aja MHeE, YTO HEIHEIIHSAS BHEITHOCTh MuHace IlepceH - TUIn4YHas BHEITHOCTD

4YeJIOBEeKa, Ybd OyIila Oplyla U3MEHEHa M3-3a 3€eJIbs "HOJ'IYJIYI.HI/I .

Benukas ['epuorunst bieiH 3aKOHYMIIa CBOU CJI0BA MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHON YIHIOKOM M IIOCMOTpENa Ha
PymepTa, y KoTOoporo Obl/I0 olllapallleHHOe BhIpaXkKeHUe JIulla B HEBEPUU.

Pynept ycraBuics Ha Benukyio I'epIioruHio 1 XKeHIIWHY B XajlaTe, KOTOpasi CMesiylach KaK MaHbSK.
OH He MOT B 9TO ITOBEPHUTh. ITO OblsTa aOCypAHas UCTOPHS OO0 TAKOW CTEIEHH, YTO OH IOOyMasl, He
cMeeTcs nu Benukas ['epiioruHs Haf HUM. OTO Oblla HCTOPHS, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO OBIIIO TPUOYMAaTh

TOJBKO TaK.

B onienenenuu oH CIIPDOCHUII 2KEHIIIXHY B XaJlaTe.

"...9T10 npaBpa?"

"Ta. 9To abcomoTHas mpaBaa".

"Torma... BEI XOTHTE CKa3aTh, UTO HEIHEIIHSIsT MuHace - He MuHace?"

"Ona repuoruss [IlepceHa, HO TakXe U He repuorud [IlepceHa."

"Ckaxu MHe mpsmo! UTo 3To 3HauuT? He nmbITaiTECh KCKA3UTh CBOHU CJIOBA TaK, YTOOHI S HE MOT
IIOHSITh, @ IIPOCTO CKaXKUTE 3TO IOHATHHIM o0pa3om!”

"Pynept!"

Pa3o3nuBIiuce, oH 3aKpHu4dall, IIpexne 4eM CXBATUTh KEHIIMNHY 3ad 3aIlCThe U IIOTPSACTH €T0.

Benukas ['epuoruns bieiH MOCIENIHO CXBaTUIa €ro 3a PyKy, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTh. YBUMIEB €TO0,



JKEHIIIMHa B XaJjlaTe YHBI6HYJIaCB elfe mupe, HeHaJoJIro0 OTCTPAHUB KPEIIKYIO XBATKY Pyr[epTa oT
CBO€ro 3aIldCThid, U JIO6aBI/IJ'Ia, CJIOBHO OOBSICHSIS.

"9T0 OyKBaJIbHO TO, UTO OHO O3Ha4aeT. HrlHelIHs s repiorutis MuHace IIepceH - 3T0 Ta repLoTuHS,
KOTOPYIO 3HAeT BUKOHT, HO OHa TakKXe He gBJgeTcCd €10. TouHee, ee TeJl0 IPHUHAIeXKUT reploruHe,
HO ee Ayllla He TIPUHAJIEXKHUT repLoruue.”

"...dro?"

"X0Ts ee BHEIIHOCTh OCTaJach IPeXHel, ee I0BeleHNe U3MEHUTI0Ch, KaK OYATO 3TO APYTrOM 4eJI0BeK.
OHa coBceM He TIOMHHUT CBOMX IIPOIUIRIX 3MOIMY MM BOCIIOMUHAHUY, He 3HAET O CBOUX aJlJIePrusx
WJIM XPOHMYECKUX 3a00/IeBaHUAX... ITO TUIIMYHEIM CUMIITOM TeX, YbH OYLIN ObIIM U3MEHEHH JpeBHeN
Marueu noaymymm."

"Yro 3a uepr... HeT, KTO HayI0KUJI TaKoe 3aK/IHaHue Ha MuHace?"

"9T0 He OyfeT 4bs-TO CTaBKa. f yBepeHa, YTO replOTHHS pa3pellnia 3T0, IIOCKOJIbKY Marus He
Morjia ObITh IpUMeHeHa 6e3 ee cornacus... AX, o7 Hell 1 UMeI0 B BUAY COTJlacue repuoruau MuHace
[lepceH, a He Opyroii OyIIK, HAXOOAIIEUCS celdac B TeJjle TepLOoTuHu".

B nocnepnyoiire cioBa ObIJI0 HEBEPOSTHO U TPYIHO ITOBEPHUTD.

Tak HeykKeJu BCe 9TO MMPOU3OIII0 TOTOMY, UTO MuHace 3Toro xoTena? [Touemy? UTo GBI OHa
TIOJIyYHIIa OT 3TOT0? [ake ecly OHa JeHCTBUTENIBHO XOTeJla MONTyYUTh MaTHio0, YCTYIIMB COTHU pa3,
KaK OHA y3Hasla 0 Hed ¥ KaK HalllJla KOT0-TO, YTOOH HaJI0KHUTh ee Ha cebs?

Pa3Mpiisas Tak, PynepT 3allHYJICA Ha CJIOBaX XKEHIMWHEI, KOTOPEIE OH BCE €IIle He MOT' IIDUHATE.

"YT0-TO BpOfIE ITOTO... YTO-toueMy? KTo... 3To He uMeeT cMbIciia. Yero MuHace mob6uBaeTCss TaKUM
obpa3om? Her, ecnu yXK Ha TO IIOIIJIO, s HUKOTA He CJIBIIIA O BONIIeOHUKE UMK BeIbMe, KOTOPHIE
MOTTIA OBl MCII0/Ih30BaTh 3Ty Maruio ceryac. HackobKo 51 3HAl0, 5 CIIbIIIAJ, YTO 3TO OblJla Marus,
KOTOPYIO MOTJIa AejlaTh TOIbKO OPEBHSSI CEMbS BONIIEOHUKOB, ¥ 9Ta Marus HUKOTMa HUKOMY He
nepenaBanack? HeBaxkHO, KaKoi BONIIeOHUK HATOKUII TaKoe 3aKIMHaHue Ha MuHace?".

"X0x0, JaBalTe MOCMOTPUM. Bo3MOXKHO, 3TO paboTa BoneOHWKA COTHH JIeT Hadapn? [lymalo, 1 3Haio
BOJIIIEOHNKA, KOTOPHIM MOT HaJIOXKUTh TaKOe 3aKJIMHAHNE Ha FepLOruHI0".

"KT0 3TO, 4epT BO3bMU?"

"BO3MOKHO, 3TO TOT IPOKJIATHIN IOIyAEMOH-TI0JTyCTapuK".

"IlepecTaHnb BajsTh AypakKa U cKaxu MHe! KTo 3T10?"



"¢1 BCe elrie TOJIBKO JOTAABIBAIOCh. S1 MOTY Y3HATh, TOJIBKO YBUIEB T'ePIIOTHHI0 CBOMMH I'Ia3aMu".

"...Joragku? YTo 13 ckazaHHOI0 TOOOM OBIIO MpefnonoxkenueM? KpoMe Toro, yBUIEeTh €6 CBOUMHU
rnasamu? 3ayeM KOMYy-To Bpofe Tebs untu K MuHace?!"

"Ycnoxkoucs. Ha Bce eCTs IpUYUHEL".

"Ta. Ycmokotics, PynepT. HeT HU4Yero, YTo MOKHO OBIII0 OBl PEIIUTE, PACCTPOUBIIINCE".

[Tox pasybexnenusMu Benukoi I'eprioruau BieiH OH 3abIXajcs ¥ I€PEeBOOU JbIXaHUe.

IToka PynepT CMOTDPeEJI Ha XKEHIIUHY B MAHTHUHW KPACHLEIMHU I'Jla3aMHU, KOTOPEIE, Ka3aJIOCh, IIBITTAIA OT
PaCTEPAHHOCTH U SAPOCTHA M3-3a CUTyallMH, KOTOPYIO OH HE MOT IIOHATH, OHA ITPOOOJIZKKUJId CBOU CIIOBA
C BeCEJILIM CMEXOM.

"BuKOHT He 663 OCHOBAaHWM PACCEPOUTCS, €CIIM TAaKOM MOI03PUTEIbHLIM YeJI0BEK, KakK 5T, OCMEJIUTCS
TpPUOIU3UTECS K KEHIIMHE, KOTOPYIO OH JTI06uT. TeM He MeHee, 3T0 HeoOxXomuMast mpoleaypa, YToOk!
BBISICHUTbB, KTO TOT BOJIIIEOHUK UJTH BebMa, KOTOPhIe TPOU3HECIH 3aKIUHAHNE MTONYAYIIH, 1
HACKOJIbKO CHJIbHA MAarus, CBsI3aHHAS 9THM KOHTPAKTOM."

"...Pa3Be THI TOMBKO YTO HE CKa3aJjl, UYTO 3HAEIIb 0 CTAPUKE, KOTOPHIM MTPOU3HEC 3aKIrHaHue?"

"Ila, HO IIOCJIe 3TOTO 5 yKe SICHO CKa3aya Tebe. DTO BCe ellle TOJILKO MPeANoI0XKeHUs, T03TOMY S
MOJKeH YBUIAETh TePIOTUHIO CBOMMHU T'Ta3aMu. TOJIBKO TOTA 51 CMOT'Y PELIUTh, CMOTY JIH 5T JOOUTHCS
TOT'0, Yero X04eT BUKOHT, UJIM MHE CTOUT CHAThCS."

"Xa! Yero s xouy? Tsl TOBOPHIID TaK, OYATO 3HAEIIh, YET0 I X04y?"

"Koneuno. Pa3Be 3T0 He BO3BpallleHUE AYIIN OpUTUHANIBHOU reproruay MuHace IlepceH B 3T0OT
Mup?"

Korga Pyneprt choenan youBIeHHOE JTUII0 Ha ee CJI0Ba, XKEeHIMHA pa3pa3uilach CMEX0M, TPUKPHIBAS
KOCTJ/ISIBOM PYKOHM CBOM KpacHEBIE I'yORI, 0OHaKeHHHIe oM XxanaToM. Ee cMex OBIT HaCTOIBKO XUTPHIM U
KOBApHBIM, YTO OH BEI3BAJI B €TI0 CEPJIle OTBPAIeHUE K Hell.

...I'eM He MeHee, ee IIpeajokKeHune OBIZI0O TAKUM 3aMaHYKUBBEIM.

PymiepT cpocun XKeHIMHY CEPhe3HBIM T'0JI0COM.

"... Tel MOXKeIIL BepHYTH ee?"



"9T0 OymeT 3aBUCETH OT TOTO, KTO IPUMEHUIT Maruio".

"3HAYUT JIU 3TO, UTO AyIna MuHace MOXKeT OBITh BO3BpAIlleHa B 9TOT MUP X Ha MO0 CTOPOHY?"

"9T10 6YJI€T HEMHOTI'O XJIOIIOTHO, €CJIX 3TO Marud, KOTOPYIO HAaJIOZKUJI CTAPUK-IIOIIYOEMOH, HO 3TO HE
6YJIGT HEBO3MOZKHO, €CJIM ThHI 3allJIaTHUIIIb MHE KaK cnenyeT“.

KeHmuHa 3aroBopuiia c06Ta3HUTEILHEIM T'0JIOCOM U IIPOTAHYIIa CBOIO KOCTIISABYIO PYKY, IIOJIO2KUB €€
Ha TBIJIBHYIO CTOPOHY €T'0 JIaJOHH. HpI/I 9TOM Pyr[epT IIOCIIEIIHO BCKPUKHYJI, CXBATUB €€ PYKY,
KOTOpas BO3BHIIIAJIACh HA THIJTBHOH CTOpOHOﬁ €ro cCoOOCTBEHHOM PYKH.

"Ecnm MOXelllb, HEMEJIEHHO BEPHU €€ B 3TOT MUP! ITO BO3MOKHO?"

"a. Y aTo Bce? § Takxke momory Tebe C IIaHOM, KOTOPHIM BUKOHT XOTEJ ¥ X04YeT C CaMOTr0 Havasla.
YTto ckaxemp?"

"Torga MHe He HyKHO KoneOaTbcs. [JaBaiiTe HaUHEM IIPSIMO cerdac".

"0, y Te0s ObICTPEHIM XxapakTep? IIpexkae ueM BEPHYTH OYLIy T'ePIOTMHY, pa3Be TH He [TOIXKEeH
CHayaJla 3aK/II0YUTh CO MHOM COOTBETCTBYIOLLIKYM KOHTPAKT? MBI TakKe AOJIKHEBL PEIIUTh BOIIPOC O
CTOUMOCTH".

"Yto BRI MHE maguTe?"

"Yero ThHI X0UelIb? ITO UMYIIECTBO UJIUA BIACTh?"

"Brl MOXeTe faTh MHE BCe, €CJIH 5 mompoury?"

"Bce, 4To g MOTY faTh".

"Taxe ecnu 3TO OyOeT KU3Hb BUKOHTA?"

“Tloropu-Ka...! 91, 4TO 3a OTBpaTUTEJIbHEIE CI0Ba!"

[Tpu sTux cnoBax Benukas ['epuoruss brieiiH BCKpUKHYIa OT yOUBIEHUSA. 3aTeM XeHIIUHA
yNBEIOHYTach ¥ 3aMaxalia pyKaMu, Kak OynTo el OBITIO BECETIO.

"Xoxo, g myuy. Yto s Oyay menaTh C XKHU3HbIO BUKOHTA?".



"...UTaxk, yero T xoueurn?"

“Thl MOXKeIIb JaTh MHE "O4HY HATOUKY" U3 TE€X HUTEU CBI3€M, KOTOPhIE eCTh Y BUKOHTA. JTO BCE, YTO
g Xo4y".

"Uto, 9T0 BCe? Xopoilo, 51 gaMm ee Tebe".

"Xopomo. Torga, KOHTPAKT 3aK/II04eH. Teneps, 0XKaayucTa, BEITIHYU IIepefo MHOU CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY
U IIOKaXKu MHEe CBOIO JIaJOHB".

"Tel UMeelllb B BULY BOT Tak?"

Ha ee cnoBa PymepT MOCNyIIHO IPOTSIHYT CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY. B ciemyioiee MrHOBeHMe XKeHIIHHA
TI0JI0KMJIa KOHYKMK CBOET0 KOCTJISIBOTO YKa3aTeIbHOTO Masibila Ha ero JIafjoHb ¥ Havalla pUCOBaTh
HOT'TSIMU CTPAHHBIE Y30PHI.

Korpa ero namoHu mmopesanu ee OCTpEle HOI'TH, PymnepT ciierka HaxMypuJiics.

"Vp...1"

"Tlomoxxmu! TH He HOJIZKeH 9To AesnaTh!"

"He BmemuBaiiTech, Benukas ['epriorussa brnerH. 3To HE TO, BO 4UTO THI J0JI2KHa BMEILIUBATLC!"

[Tpups B yxac ot yBupeHHoro, Benukas ['epriorussa BreliH IpoTsHya pyKy, YTOOH yoepXkKaTth
JKeHILIUHY, HO ee IaJbllbl He IepecTany aBurartecsi. Hao6opoT, XKeHIKMHA IOCMOTpeNa Ha Benukymo
I'eproruHio, KoTopas NeITajaCh OCTAHOBUTH €€, ¥ 3aKpr4asla, pa3phiBasd JIafoHb Pynepra.
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