MoppuCOH U3YMJIEHHO CMOTPENT HAa KPACHYI0 KPOBb, TEKYILYIO U3 PYKH, U BOCKIIUKHYI OT 6OIH,
KOTOpast IOCTEIIEHHO PacIpOCTPaHuIachk 0 BCeMy Teny. Ero OKpyzKuiu peiljapy B CEPOY MaHTUMU.
ConpaThl 3aMKa II0 KOMaH[ie HallpaBU/IX Ha TeX CBOU MeUH, TOTOBEIE CPA3UTLCS B JII0OOM MOMEHT.

OpHako TIaBHBIM phIllaph, HETOPOIIJIUBO CTOSIIINY B TaKOM aTMocdepe, yCMexHyIICcs MOppHuCOoHY,
KOTOPHIU CUMETI Ha 3eMJle, fepXach 3a KpOBOTOYAIIYIO IIEl0:

— Kaxercsi, y Te6s1 MefiieHHas peaklus.

— KTto0 THI?

— MoppHuCOoH, s AyMaJl, Thl y3Haellb MOM rojioc. Ho, moxoxe ThI MOTEPSIT BCIKKUE YYBCTBA OT AOJTON
JKU3HH B THITTY.

— Yto0?

MGJIHGHHBIM OBUXKEHNEM DYKHU DHINAapPb CHSAJ KAITIOIIOH, CKpBIBaBIJ_II/II;I CBOE JINIIO.

Korga o6maka paccesiiich ¥ BEPHYJIACh sSipKasi TyHa. MOPPUCOH MOT SICHO BUIETh JIUIIO PHIITAps.
KopoTkue 4épHEBIE BOIOCH, TTTy00KKMe CUHUE TJla3a, II0X0XKKe Ha riTy0oKoe MOpe, ¥ KpacHBas
BHEIIIHOCTE, KaK Y ieMoHa. ITo Obin1 CeT IlepceH.

MoppUCOH BCKPUKHYJ OT YAUBIEHUS, TIOPAKEHHEIN HEBEPOSTHOM CTarHaLUeH faxe IOoCie TOTo, Kak
yBUTET €0 COOCTBEHHBIMU T'JIa3aMH.

— [ouemy?!

[Toxozxke, cuTyauus OO CUX IOP He Oblya sCHa.

— 3aueM g nmpuexan?

— Yépr... MHe HyKHO HEMe[JIeHHO coo0muTh ['pady...

Ho X 3TOMYy BpeMeHH ST OT HOXka y2Ke HampaBUICS K cepauy. MyKurHa CXBATUJICS 3a TPYb U
Me[IJIeHHO yTIaj C KOJIeH ¢ 607Ie3HEHHEIM BhIpaxeHueM una. CeT ke Ipe3puTesIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha
JIMIIO YeJI0BEeKa, YTO YyBCTBOBAJ CKOPYIO CMePTh. Bums ato, ['epuor yoapus ero 1o Iiedy, BLIHAMAas
Med 13 I0sICa ¥ 3aMaxMBasiCh MM Ha 3aCTHIBIIKAX COIAAT 3aMKa Iepef HUM.

KpacHast KpoBb XJIBIHYIA U3 TEJ CONAT, YbM KU3HU MIHOBEHHO OTHSIT yap, KOTOPHIH OBLT CITHUIITKOM
OBICTPBIM, YTOOHI 3@ HUM II0CIEA0BaTh. CeT BHITEDP €€ C JIMIla THUIbHOM CTOPOHOM JIaflOHU U 3aTOBOPUII
C PHIIAPSIMHU, YTO yXKe CHSAJIM Cepble MaHTUU U OTKPHUIX JIUIA:



— ITpurmuio BpeMs MOOYUHUTH UX U OTPYOUTH TOJIOBEI TE€M, KTO OCMEJIUIICS OPOCUTH BEI30B HEOY,
U3MEHUTH COJIHIY ¥ JIyHe, - ['epIor X0IogHo yiIsOHYICS, HaOmoaast, Kak PhIlapyd B YHUCOH
YCTPEMUIIUCH BIIEPEN IOCIIe MHCTPYKIIUH.
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Korga yépHas ThMa MCcYe3Jla Ha 3alafie ¥ B30IJI0 HOBOE COJIHIIE, 3aMOK OBIJT ITOTHOCTHIO pPa3pyIleH.
Bcero 3a oguH neHb. Tonbko ¢uar ['epiiora, ri1y60Ko mocakeHHbIH B 3eMJTI0, MeJ[JIEHHO IT0KaYuBaJICs
B [IBIMY.

X0oaKWH, HUKOTIa He TyMaBIIHH, 4TO OYOeT PacKpHIT, OTIPABUI BCE CBOM BOMCKA B 3aMOK COIO3HHMKOB.
OtToro y Hero He OBIIO CHJI [AJIS 3ALIUTHL B HEOXKUOAHHBIX 00CTOSITEIHCTBAX. KOHEUHO, HEKOTOPHIE
JIIO[Y TIBITAJIUCh YIU3HYTh OT HafgBUTaBIIeHCs Oe/Ibl, HO BCE 9TO 0Ka3asI0Ch JINIIL OECCMBICTUIIEH.

Cert IlepceH yxe MOOUIM30BaJI BOMCKA ¥ YHUYTOXKHUII BCeX BOKPYT. [T09TOMy 3aMOK PYXHYTI 3a ONHY
HOYb. ['epIior MOT BepPHYTHCS paHblile, yeM oberrnasn. Kak on mymar, Ternepb CeT cumes BO riiaBe
3aMKa ¥ HaOmoman 3a TeM, Kak OrIBInero I'pada tamar B 3aj ero puinapu. KanH X0akuH,
IIOTEPSBIINIL BCE B pe3yIbTaTe OOHOTO TIIYIIOTO CYKAeHbs, KOTHa-To ObLI BlafieblleM Kpecia, Ha
KOTOPOM Teleph Bocceman ['epIior.

MyxX4rHa BHITJIsAAEN YOOro ¥ HUUTOXHO. CeT Me[iJIeHHO BCTaJ, orysmeB I'pada ¢ HOT [0 T'OJIOBH,
CJIOBHO XOTEJI C3KeYb TOTO 3axuBO. [Tomoias K X0aKHWHY, OH CIIPOCHI:

— Kaxkoro uépTa THI 3TO cenan?

— Bepa, - mpo6opMoOTaI OH.

— Trl He He coOupaeNIbCsi OTBEYATh?

Ho I'pad numb nsberan B3rnsama CeTa, mblias 3710CThI0 U HEHABUCTHIO BHYTPHU, OTKA3bIBAsCh
pasroBapuBaTh B IOC/IEAHNE MUHYTH JKU3HHU.

— BEI7I0 MHOTO BO3MOXKHOCTEN IIPEKPaTUTh 3TO.

— Ecmu T coOMpaebest MPoroBeN0BaTh, 0CTaHOBUCH. Mimu TeGe OoIbIille HEUEero CKa3aTh TOMY, KTO
IIOTepIesT TopaXkeHrue Ha BOMHE U HaXOOUTCS MPU CMePTHU? - Chsa3Bui ['pad.

— Hcxon OuTBH OBITT 0ueBHOEH. Tak KaKOro YépTa Thl COBEPIIHU TaKyi0 I'IYIIOCTL? - C TOPHKOM
ynbIOKoii cripocun CeT, HO coOeCeHUK BCE TaKXKe CMOTPEJ Ha HEro C HEHABUCTHIO, TIOBTOPSS CIIOBO
"youTn".

Be3pasnuuHoe nuno ['epuiora CKpUBUIIOCH, KOrga X0aKHH 3aKpuyat:



— ITouemy cpmenan Takyio rinynocth?! KTo ke He 3HaeT o0 6maroponHom 'epuore? ITouemy?! [Ipuuuta
npocTa! 4 6pomus o ToMy XKe Moo OUTBHI, TaK¥XKe OKa3aJiCs Ha II0Opore CMEePTH, HO TakK U He
yooctouncs tutyina ['epuora. UMnepatop nuins nopapuil Tebe 671aropofHblie U MI0J0POIHbIE 3eMIn!
- romnoc I'pada cpriBancs. — A uyto MHe? Hebombiroe momecThe?! MeHsST 0OCTaBUIIM Ha KpPaio XKU3HH,
KakK 6e3moMHyI0 cobaky. M moueMy 9T0 ciyuusiock Tak? M3-3a ocienuTenbHoM BHEITHOCTH? Minu
IIOTOMY, YTO ThI, B OTJIMYUY OT MeHs, Bcerga Boesan Ha ¢ppoHTe? HeT! Bcé us-3a matepu, 4To Obia
OIHOU M3 IBOPSHCKUX AeBuUll. Bce u3-3a pogocnosHoi! HesaBrucumo oT cnocobHoCcTel, UMnepaTop U
3HATh MPABAT KPEIIOCTHEIMU! A KPEIIOCTHBIE MOJIXKHBI ITPUCITYKUBATh UM, KaK CO0OaKu U CBUHBH.
MeHs HUKOTIa He yCTpauBalla 3Ta CUTyallusl, - eT0 pedb BCE HUKaK He KOHYanach. — XOTI U
PUCKHYJI JKM3HBIO Ha BOMHe, Oopsich 3a MMmepuio, mepeio MHOM BCE eIllé CTeHa, KOTOPYIO s HUKaK He
MOTY IIPEOT0NETh.

— W mosToMy THI XOTEJI 3aXBaTUTh BNIACTh? - cripocu CeT mocye HeOOoIbIIoN may3H.

— Ha! {1 xoTen u3MeHUTH MUP CBOUMU pyKaMu! XoTesn yOUTh BCeX, KTO BePUJI JIUIIL B KPOBb U
CMOTPEeJ Ha MUD CBHICOKA. M TeOs B TOM 4ucye, - KpUKHYyNI ['pad B mpumagke sipoCTH.

I'pad nmonyn B nuio CeTa, a pHIlIapu, CTOSBIINE PSAIOM, TYT Ke 00HaXuIu cBou Meun. OnHako CeT
TIOJIHSIJT PYKY X OCTAHOBHUJI X, I'Py00 BHITEPEB JIUIIO CBOEM PYKOil U CKa3aB MPUTTYIIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— HrTak, ecnu TH BO3LMEIIH Ha ce0s BJIaCTh, MUD U3MEHUTCS?

— Yro?

— ITaxe ecyu THI CTaHelb FiMIlepaTopoM, }KHU3Hb MPOCTOIIOANHOB He U3MEHHUTCS. [[J1s Hapomda 3TO
IIPOCTO CMeHa YeJloBeKa Y BJIaCTH. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Tl IIPOCTO MCIIOIh3YEllb APYTUX IO IPEII0TOM
CBOEM KaX[Ibl BIIACTh, IPENCTABIISAS BCEM IIPUYYIINBLIE UIealbl.

— Yepr. [Ia 9TO TH 3Haemsb? Tl YEPTOB apUCTOKPAT!

— 4 HYYero He 3HAIO 0 XKU3HU Hapona, KaK ThI U CKa3all.

— U s He cobupatock mpocuTh Te6st 0 xku3HU! TH HUKOTTIA He TIONMEITh.

HecmoTps Ha npepbiayyio KpuTruky I'pada, CeT He cKa3as HU CJI0Ba, BHITAIIMB CBOM Med, TIOTHSI
ero ¥ C pa3Maxy IIPOH3MUII LIEeHTP Ipynu X0aKuHa.

— Vx...

U3 ero PTa IOJInUIIaCh I'yCTad KpaCHad KPOBb, 3dCTaBIIAA €0 HEMEOJIEHHO 3aKaIlIAThCA U PYXHYTH Ha
3EMIIIO.



CeT IoCMOTpeJI Ha MYKYKHY, Ybs XKU3Hb MMOKKUAana Teno. M I'pad ¢ 3aKpHIBAOIIMMY I'Ia3aMu
poImTa:

— Iymaeb, mobenun MeHsa? ToOow Takxke... [10nb3yi0TCs... Y THl BCTPETHUIIH TOT K€ KOHeIl...

Cet cmoTpern Ha ['pada B3TIsiooM, ITOTHEIM YyBCTBA BHHEI, Be[b ITIOHMUMAJI, YTO IIEPECEK YEPTY JTI00BU
K KOJIJIeTe, KOTOPHIM KOrga-To ObIJI C HUM Ha OJHOM I10jie OMTBEI, HO TeIeph CHesIal OMHO0YHBIN
BHIOOD. PHIIIapy BHUMATEIBHO CMOTPEIH Ha JIUI0 ['0CIogrHa ¥ BOJTHOBAIUCH, BUIS 9TH CJIOKHEIE
9MOIIUH.

— Coap...

— I'peliHMKa HYKHO CXKeub.

— Ia, Coap.

CeT BepHYIICS K CBOEMY OORIYHOMY He BHIPa3UTEIbHOMY BEIPAZKEHUIO JTHIA, OHEMEBIIHUM TOJI0COM
OTHaBas KOMaH[y. 3aTeM BHITEP OKPOBABIEHHBIA MeU, [TOCJIe YeTo IPOIIE MEMO pHIIapel u Tpyma
CTaporo Apyra, HAPaBIIssCh K BEIXOAY U3 LIEHTPAIbHOTO 3aIa.
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