Ee Msrkue maru ObIIA €iBa CJIBIIITHEL, KOTMA OHA Ha LBIITOYKAX CIyCKalachk 0 JePeBSHHOM
JIeCTHHIIE, BeyIllel Ha BTOPOM 3TaxX, I'le HaXOOUINCh KOMHATH ee U AmaMa. Houb TsxKeIo
OTIyCTHJIACh Ha MOM YUHCIIH, TIOOABIISIS SMOLMK ¥ YAYIIas IpaBay. Bce Ka3anoch HempaBuibHEIM. OT
BCET0 3TOTO BESIJIO MyTaloIINM X0JIOIOM, U Kak [[;KeccrKa HM Bopodajach ¢ 00Ky Ha 00K, elf HUKaK He
yIaBaJioCh 3aCHYTh, 3Ta KBA3UCMEPTh, K KOTOPOM OHa TaK CTpPeMuiach, IOCTOSIHHO OCTaBajaCh BHe ee
IOCSATAaeMOCTH, U, HE B CUJIaX BEIHECTH €€, OHA BAPYT 00HAPYKHUJIa, YTO MOKKUOAET (DasbIINBEIH YIOT
CBOEY KOMHATH ¥ MIET YOeKUIa BHU3Y.

CHapyXu SIPKO CBETHUJIA JIYHA, THICIYHU BUASIIAX 3BE3]] ITPOTJISIARIBAJIYU IaXke CKBO3b I'YCTOU TyMaH,
KOTOPBIY JIe3KaJl BOKPYT rOpofa, CJIOBHO BOIJIOIIEHNE TPEBOTH U CTPaxXa, KOTOPhIE TIEPEIOITHSIIN
OyIy Bcex OeMHBIX CTpafaloluX Ayl TaM, BHU3Y. Kak Mornia JIlyHa CBETUTD Tak SPKO, YUUTHIBAsS TO,
YTO IIPOMU3OIIJIO paHee B TOT NeHb, UTO OTKPHIJIO el IyTh B 9TO U3MepPeHHe U3 KaKOro-T0 APYIoro
MeCTa, TJie IIPOlIBeTald MOHCTPHI, KaK MSCHUK, pa3pe3alollrii TPYAHYI0 KJIETKY BCe ellle XKUBOH
CBUHBY ¥ BHIIYCKAIOIIUY BHYTPEHHOCTH HAPYXKY.

I>KeccuKa B3[OXHYJa, YBUIEB TaKoe Becenoe, OnecTsiee 3penllle, U HaKOHeI] CIIyCTUJIach BHU3.
OHa He MOTJIa PACCIHIIATh HUYET0 0COOEHHOTO, HO B TY K€ CEKYH[y, KaK CTYIIU/Ia Ha MEePBLINA 3TaxX,
OHa TIOHsJIa, 4TO OByl He ofiHa. Ho 9To ee He ymuBuio. Bech mom oryian 6eCrioKO#CTBO,
HEYBEPEHHOCTb. A TIPSIMO 3a YIJIOM, CUs B TEMHOTE U ITyCTOTe, [[?KOH CUleNl Ha JuBaHe, ero Ijia3a
CMOTpENHU IPsIMO Tepen co6oi B IyCTOTy, Kak OyATO OHa [oIKHa Oblila paclyTaThCs, PacKphiBast
UCTHHY fiena. He OBII0 HUKAKUX UCTUH.

OH obepHyJcs, Korga [IKeccuKa yKe C MUHYTY CMOTpeJla Ha Hero u3 Kkopupopa. OH HU4ero He
CKasal ey, Ho KUBHYII. [IJKecCuKa BCe NIOHSAa U MeJIEHHO, IIOYTHU OCTOPOXHO, CTapasch He U3[aBaTh
HU 3ByKa, [IBUrasach I10 KOMHAaTe, KaK IpU3pakK.

CeB, OHa MMOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY, a OH-K Heil. ITOT BOIIPOC IPECIeNoBall uxX 0001uX, HO HUKTO He
OCMeNuBaJcs 3afath ero. [[xkeccuka Obllla yBEpEHa, 4TO 9T0 AfaMm, a [IKOoH - 4uTo HeT. U Bce ke
KaKUM-TO 00pPa30M OHU OBIJIM CBSI3aHHI APYT C ApyroM. OHU MOHUMAIH MO3UIIHI0 APYTOro ¥ HE MOTJIH
CIIOPHUTH C HUM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, UX PA3HOIIAaCHs 3aKJII0YalINCh He B (haKTaX, a B UYyBCTBaX. [IKOH
XOTeJ OBITh IEPBHIM, YTOOBI TOBOPHUTS.

- ...4l He MOT 3aCHYTb, - Tpo6opMoTas [IKOH, PEIIuB II0Ka He KacaThCs CyTH fefa, U XOTs OH cKas3as
9TO MOBOJILHO THUXO, B 0€3MATEKHOM, HEECTECTBEHHOM CIIOKOWCTBUM HOUH, 3TO GBIJIO JOCTATOYHO
TPOMKO.

- CoMHeBaloCh, YTO MHOTHE CMOT'YT CETOOHS, - CyX0 OoTBeTuna [[2Keccuka, U B ee TOJI0Ce IIPO3ByYaso
Oobllle 3peIoCTH, YeM OHa MMeJla Ha 9TO IIpaBo. [[?KOH 3aCTOHAaJ, He BhlepXKaB HaIPAKEHUS.

- ¢l He mymato, 4TO OH AflaM, ¥ g OAAEePKMUBAI0 3TO... - 1ay3a, - HO, TIOCKOJIBKY S YBaxkKa TBOe
MHEHHUE, U ... HY, OH ellle He cfeJiall HIYero CTPaHHOTO, 5 ... S IT03BOJII0 eMy ocTaTbcs. Ho ecnu oH
KOTfa-HuOyOb CeaeT YTO-TO CIIUIIKOM CTPAHHOE. ..

[I>xeccuka IOHsIa CKPHITYIO0 yTpo3y. [KOH 00BIYHO ORI KDOTKUM 4eJI0BEKOM, HO OH He OBl
IypaKoM.

- f HaeCh, YTO THI CTAHEIb JIy4iie IMIOHKMMaTh MO€ MHEHHUE, - BEXKJINBO CKa3alla H}KGCCI/IKa. BO3,'E[YX
OBIIT HAIIPAXKEH, ¥ II0OYEeMYy-TO HH OOWH M3 HUX HE YyYBCTBOBAII ce0s1 B CBOEH Tapejike, HO YUYUTEIBAAd BCE
IIpoucxopdIraee, 3TO OBIIIO HEYOUBUTEJIbHO. Oun YYBCTBOBAJIA cebs YY2KUMU B CcoOCTBEHHOM JoMe.

- Kpome 3T0T0, £... 51 He 3Ha10. OH Bce ele OyneT XOAUTH B MKOy? Kak HacyeT TPEHUPOBOK 110
dbyT601y 1 60KCYy? YTO B HEM M3MEHUIIOCH, @ UTO HET? §l MPOCTO He 3HAK0 HOCTATOYHO, 51 HE MOTY
cobpaTh 3TO BOEAUHO, - COKpyIIancs [I7KOH, ero HeXKHOe JIUI0 UCKa3UI0Ch B PeJKo ¢hopme



pa3ouapoBanus. [I’Keccuka He BUeIa ero TaKUM 3MOIIMOHAIBHEIM C TeX 10D, KaK ... KaK yMepJiia ee
Mama. C Tex mop [IKoH OBITT CIIOKOMHBEIM, HEIIPUTSI3aTEeIbHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, TOJIbKO KaXKIhIi B3PHIB
rHeBa OBUT BRI3BAH YEM-TO, YTO OEUCTBUTEILHO OMPABABIBAJIO 3TOT THeB. CerogHs, yYUTHIBas TO, KaK
OH Ben ce0s ¢ AmamMoM... OHa He ObIJla YBepeHa, YTO 3TO TaK YK OIpPaBIaHHO.

- 9TO MHI elrle TOCMOTPUM. 1 ... ST TOXKe He 3Halo, - TpHU3Hanach J[[xKeccruka, 00XBaTUB I'0JIOBY PYKaMH.
Onu Mornu yTo-HUOymb caenaTh? To, KAK OH CMOTPEJT Ha Hee Iepefl yKUHOM... V Hee 10 CUX 0P
Mypallku 6erajy o CiiuHe. ITU ero MOYTH YesloBeuecKue ria3a. Ho Begsb 3To Obis1 AgaM! B aTOM 0oHa
Oblta yBepeHa. To, Kak ero pykKu 0OOHUMAaJH ee, TO, KaK UX CJIe3bl CMEIINBaINCh... BO3MOXKHO, OH U He
O4YeHb IOXOOUI Ha AfjaMa, HO er0 SMOIIMY BEIHABaIH ero JTMYHOCTD jayulie, yeM moboi [JHK-TecT.

Kaxk Ol TO HHU OBLITO, UX CeMbS MoOeguT. DTO OBIIO HeoOX0oouMo. A ecnu HeT ... [IXeccuKa He MOTJIa
BLIHECTH AaxKke 9Tou Meicu. OHU cipaBATcs caMu. OHU 3aCTaBAT 3TOr0 YeJI0BeKa BCIIOMHUTD, KEM OH
OB, IPEeBPATST €Tr0 B TOTO, KeM OH ce0si Ha3kIBAeT, ¥ eCIIK OH He 3aX04eT, TOTAa... UM IPUAETCS
M3MEHHUTHL CBOE BOCIPUSATHE TOTO, KeM Ob1 Amam. OHa Hafesiziach, YTO OHU CMOTYT IIPOUTH Yyepe3
1IepBoe, HO eclid AfjaM oKaxkeTcs 6oyee yIpsIMBIM, YeM paHbIIe...

OHa B3[0XHYJa, OTKUHYBIIKCH Ha CIIMHKY [BaHa, KakK OyOTO Haflesnach, YTO OH IIPOTJIOTUT €€ U
HUKorga 0oJIbIlle He BHIILIIOHET 06paTHO, HO 3TOT0 He mpou3oiuio. OH BHITISAAEN yCTaabiM. MemnKku
O[] T7Ia3aMy ¥ HEeTO OTSIKeJIelid, a TonyOble ria3a OblJId OKPY2KeHB TEMHBIMU KpyraMmu. Ero crierka
Ce[lelolye CBETIIBIE BOJIOCH ObIIM B OECIIOPSAKE, U B IIEJIOM, OH Ka3aJICsA IOYTH F'OTOBEIM YIIACTh B
00MOpOK OT mmepeyToMenusi. Ho, K coxkaieHuio, C1agocTHOe 0CBOOOXKIeHNE OT CHA He BCTPETHUT €ro,
BO BCSIKOM CJIy4ae, B 3Ty HOuYb. Hu ¢ [[xKeccukoi, Hu ¢ AgaMoM, Hu ¢ O0JIbIlIel YacThio TOPOa, eCliu
yK Ha TO IIOIIJIO.

T'opom, xoTs u OBl 0€3MOJIBEH, HO 3TO OBlJIa CKOpee 37I0Belasi THIINHA, YeM CIIOKOHCTBHue. bonee
PETUTHO3HEIE TOPOXKaHe OBITM 3aHSATH HAUCAHUEM CTATEH, MOJIUTBAMHU U ITOKJIOHEHUEM CBOEMY
n30paHHOMY 003KeCTBY JII0OBIM BO3MOXKHBIM CII0COO0M, IToJlaras, YTO TUTAHTCKOE YyMOBHUIIE B Hebe
ObLI0 100 MEeMOHOM, BHIPBABIIIHUMCS U3 IPEeOesioB Afa, BOmIomeHneM boxbsero raesa, 100 KakKOH-TO
KOMOHMHAIMeN TOTo U Apyroro. [laxke HepelIUuruo3Hbie TI0IU BOPYT 00HAPYKUBATIH, YTO MOJISTCS
KaKOMY-TO HEOIIpeieJIeHHOMY arHOCTUYeCKOMY Bory, ¥ UX MOJIUTBH 3By4alid HEYBEPEHHBIMH,
XPHUIIJILIMY TOJI0CAMH, IIOJIHEIMH COMHEHMS. J[leTH CIpalliBaIi CBOMX POOUTEIICH, a POTUTEIN
COMHEBAJIUCh B MX CYIIECTBOBAHWU. EMMHCTBEHHBIMY, KTO Ka3aJICs XOTb HEMHOTO CYaCT/IUBEIM, OBbIITH
T€, KTO Bepu B JleTawomuiero MakapoHHoro MoHCTpPa, HO faXe OHM COMHEBAJIMCh, YTO CYIIECTBO B
HebOe OBLIO X FOCIIOOUHOM U CIIACHUTEJIeM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH He 00JIafajl HHIKaKUMHU
CBEPXbECTEeCTBEHHEIMU KauecTBaMu. OYeHb IOO03PUTEIbHBIH.

I>xeccrKa elle pa3 B3MOXHY/A U BCTalla, ee MHIIIHEE 6eqpa cjlerka MOKaYuBaIuCh B COHHOM, HO
60apPCTBYIOIIEM COCTOSTHUAH. [I2KOH B3TJITHYJ HA HEe, He B CHJIaX 3aCTaBUTh cebs 4To-mub0 CKa3arTh.
OHa OrJIsSHYyIaCh Ha HEro, Mpexmie 4eM BepPHYTHCS B CBOI0 KOMHATY.

- UTo OBl HU CIIy4YUIJIOCH, MBI BCE PaBHO OCTAHEMCS CeMbell, BepHO?- CIIPOCUTIA OHA, U Ha ee rybax
IIOSIBUJIACh JIeTKas yibl0Ka. [[2KOH OflapyI ee 0TeYeCKOM YIIbIOKOI.

- KoneuHo, - oTBeTun oH. JI2KeccrKa BepHYIach B CBOIO KOMHATY, HO BCE ellle He MOTJIa 3aCHYTh.
I>x0H OBITT B TAKOM K€ TIOJI0KEHHY, HO 0CTaJICS BHU3Y. A yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO YacOB COJIHIIE B3OIIIJIO
HaJ HECISIIAM TOponoM, Pa3byauB CISIIAX U 3aCTaBUB UX XKajI00HO CTOHATH U JyMaTh O TOM, YTOOHI
B3SITh BEIXOOHOM. Ho GOIBIIMHCTBO - HET.
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