- 4... Hy, 9T0 He UMeeT 3HaUYeHUs, HO S XOTeJl Obl 3HATh, YTO IIPOU3OIIII0 CETOMHS YTPOM C TOOOMU U
TBOMM OpaToM, - CKa3aJj T'0jI0C Ha APYroM KOHIIe ITPOBOAa. ITO OBIJT CTPAHHBIN I'0JTOC, MEIJIEHHBIN U
CUJIbHBIN, HO HECKOJIBKO HEYBEPEHHBIN, TOBOPUBIIIKY TaK, KaK B3POCIIbIA MOXKET CIIPOCUThL PeOeHKa,
Te OH B3SJI 9TOT HOXK. [[2KeccuKa IMO4yBCTBOBAJIa B 3TOM I'0JIOCE YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE, B XOTS TOJI0C
TpeboBas, 4TOOH OHa IIPUCITyIIaNach, el Hy>KHO OBIJI0 CHaydasla IMOHATh, C KeM OHa TOBOPHUT.

- Ha3oBu cBoe nMsi, MU 5 OBeIly TPYyOKy, - Mpurpo3uia [IxKeccruka, ee ClIoCOOHOCTD CIIPaBISATHCS C
IepbMOM CIIMIIKOM ocjabiia AJisi TOHKOT'0 pa3roBopa.

- Y-napgHo, NagHo, 9 gyMalo, THl MOXKeIlb Ha3blBaTh MEH ... O-3 ... beHTnu. [la, xopowo. Y g 3Ha10
TBOE UMS, TaK 4TO He Oecnokoiics 00 3TOM, HO CHadajla PaCcCKaXXy MHe O CETONHSIIHEM YTPe, -
nonpocun "BeraTnau". 3To OB He Bompoc. [IkeccrKa Oblyla He U3 TeX, KTO CKJIOHSIETCS Iepef
BJIACThIO, HO Cervac el He XO0TeJI0Ch HU C KeM ApaThCs.

- ...71 emBa 3Hat. ToIBKO UTO MBI O€XKajM 110 TJIaBHOU YJIUIlE, a B CIIEAYIOIIYI0 CeKYHOY I'Pyab Afama
IIPOCTO ... pacnaxHynack? Kax ... Hy, 3Haellb, KakK Te BepHu B canyHu CTaporo 3anaga? boxe, 310
IIPOCTO..... A IOTOM OH IIPOCTO ... yTIaJ, - 00bsicHua [IxKeccuka, YyBCTBYsI KOMOK B ropye. Ha gpyrom
KOHIle ITPOBOJia HaCTyIula MepTBas TUIIKHA.

- A ... 4TO ellle CIIyYUIIOCH?...- CHPOCHUII YCTaJIbIK rojoc. [I)KecCcruKa pa3ayMblBajia, CTOUT JIU €U BCe-
TaK{ pacckal3aTh eMy O CIIyYUBIIEMCS, @ BAPYT OH PEIIMUT, 4YTO AflaM UMeeT K 3TOMY KaKoe-TO
OTHOIIIEHUE?...

...TH monuierickuii? 3adeM TeOe Bce 3T0 3HATH?! - Ha camoM mere [IxKeccHKa XoTejla 3aJaTh TOJIBKO
IIEPBHIM BOIIPOC, HO €€ MOJ03PEeHUs BCKUTIENH, ¥ el HUYero He 0CTaBaloCh, KaK PaCCIPOCUTD O
TAaUMHCTBEHHOM He3HaKOoMIle II000IbIIIe.

- {1 He IONULIENCKUY U He penopTep. A IpocCTo... MOCIyIIan, eCiIy Thl pacCKaXKellb MHE HEMHOT0
0ombIlle 0 TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIIIO0, I pacckaxy Tebe, xopouro? Obema.. [IBoitHOoe obelnanre Junnu
[ora, - IPOU3HEC T0JIOC, UCIIOIb3Ys 3HAKOMYIO KOPOTKYIO (pa3dy, KOTopyio [IKeccuKa CIUIIKOM
XOPOIIIO IOMHHIIa. AfaM rOBOPHJI 3TO BCe BpeMs. TONIBKO C HEH, BCerda TOMbKO C HEH, TaK 4YToO ... KaK
3TOT 4ejioBeK y3Has 06 aToM? OHa [ojKHa Obllla Y3HATh CBOM CEKPETHI. [Iyllla 3a JymIy,
IIPEeAnosiokKuia OHa.

- T®I ... THI 2Ke BUOET 3Ty WITYKY, BepHO? HaBepxy, B HeOe? ITO OBIIO ... 3TO OBIIIO BHYTPH HETO, U
KOTZla OHO BBICKOYUJIO, S AyMal0, OH IIPOCTO... He MOT XKUThb, IOHUMaels?...- [Ipu3nanace [Ixkeccuka.
C opyrou CTOPOHBI, TAUHCTBEHHBINM HE3HAKOMEL] TPOMKO CTJIOTHYIL.

- 3HAYUT, TH BEPHIIb, YTO 4 ... ADaM ... MEPTB?

- HeT HUKaKUX COMHEHUH, 4... 1 BUiejla 3T0 COOCTBEHHBIMU I'Jla3aMy ¥ HUKOTa He 3a0yny, -
oTBeTHuna [IxKeccuka. Ha mpyro# cTopoHe Ha CEKYH[y BOllapuiiach TUIIMHA.

- [Tocmymwan, [IKeccrKa, 3TO MPO3BYUYUT HEMHOTO CTPAHHO, HO ... 1 AfaM. f BBIXKUJI, - 3aBUI
He3HakoMell. [Ixeccuka OblIa oilenoMmiaeHa. M BMecTe ¢ "AmaMoM" 0oHa Hadalla MeIJIeHHO CMESIThCS,
¥ 4epe3 HEeCKOJIBKO CEKYH[I OHU CMESJINCh TPOMKUM, MaHUaKallbHEIM X0PoM, "AfaM" TOIBKO YyTh
Oonee HepeUIUTENbHO, YeM [I’KeccuKa. A IOTOM OHa BOPYT OCTAaHOBHUIACh, CKa3ana “oTBanu” U
IIBHIPHYJIa TPyOKy 00paTHO, OTMEHUB 3BOHOK.

Apam, 3aMeTUB, YTO pellyiiKa OCThIJIa, MeOJIEHHO IlepecTall CMEeAThCS, IIpeXae YeM IIOBEPHYTHCA K
[TuTy, KOTOPHIN BHITIISIAEN 671aroroBeHO B CBOEM MaHepe “s He MOTY IIOBEPUTH, YTO Thl HACTOIBKO
rayn”.



- 4 ... S 4TO-TO He Tak ckasan?...- PoOKo cpocun AfaM, Bce elre gepxka TenedoH B pyke. Jluio ITuta
OMpPayHUIoCh.

"He MOTy IOBEPUTB, YTO S UCIIyTajcsa 3Toro Modo", - mogyMas oH, 3aCTOHaB U BEIXBaTUB Telle(dOH U3
PYK Apama.

- [1a, ma, oTo Tak. Ho Tel monmyuun cBoii oTBeT, BepHO? Hy 1 4T0? YTO 3agymano TBoe Teno?- Crupocun
[TuT, 3aCTEHYUBO YIIBIOASICh.

- 4... 9-9-3 ... 1 Mor OBl BEIPBATHCS?...- [Ipu3Hasncs AgaM, TPUCTHIKEHHO TJISAS Ha MOKPHITEIA KOBPOM
TIOJL.

- Thl... 4T0?! 3HauuT, Aam U3 3TOr0 MUpa BPOJe KaK yMep UJIX 4TO-TO B 3TOM pome?!?- Kpuknuyn ITur,
IIIMPOKO PACKPEHIB I'J1a3a OT OT4YasHUSA. AfaM OelCTBUTEJILHO He 3HaJl, KaK pearupoBarth, II03TOMY BCe,
YTO OH MOT CeJIaTh, 3TO CrOpOUTHCS, KaK OYATO IEITAsICh CIPSATAThCs BHYTpHU ce0s. Ho oH 3TOrO He
cpenan.

- Tel ... T'ocnogu Uucyce Xpucre, Tak 4TO ... I03BOJIb MHE BC€ IIPOSCHUTH. THL COEsIan 4TO-TO
YepPTOBCKM CTPaHHOE B TOM MUpe€, OTKy[a Thl IIPUIIeS], TAe Thl AYMaellb, YTO Thl MOU IYYLIUU APYT
ApnawM, TH Ipuien cioga, yOuI Moero Jydliero Apyra Afama, orpabus Moi oM, B35/ MEHS B
3aJI0KHUKH, YyTPOXKall MHE MOeH XKU3HBIO, ¥ BOT MHI 3[ech?!?- Paccka3niBan I1uT, Bce 60Jblle Bagas
B UCTEPHUKY.

- Hy, s umero B Buny, mda, Ho!! 4 nmoBTOpIO 3TO eme pa3! Knsanycs, 1 Agam! Ilocnyinaii, 1 mOHUMAa
CBOIO BPEMEHHYIO IKaly He Jydiie Tebs, Ho... 1 He yOuas ce0s! f Bce eme 3mech!- AnaM nbITancs
00BSICHUTD, HO [TUT HMYEro He MOHUMAJI.

- TBI TOBOPHII 3TO BCE 3TO BPeMs, HO [0 CUX II0D He [aJl MHe HUKAaK/AX KOHKPETHHIX JOKa3aTeJIbCTB!
TwI HU B MaJIeHIle# CTeIIeH! He MOX0XK, ¥ eIUHCTBEHHOE MECTO, I'Ie Bl OOUHAKOBO OIIBITHEL, - 3TO
raynocTts!! - B3opsasca [Iut nmpsamo B 1uno Agamy.

- Kak g mory Te6e 3T0 ioKa3aTh?- FICKpeHHe Cripocui Afmam.
-4 ... THL... 1 ... 1 He 3Hal0, - Ipu3HaJcsd [IuT, Ka4as rOI0BOM.

- Y BoT OHO y Te6s1. THl MOXKelllb TOPEBATh 0 “MOEl” CMepTU CKOJIBKO YTOOHO, HO... I MEHS, 10
KpalHel Mepe, s BCe ellle 3[ecCh. A Teneps, s AyMalo, MHe IPUOETCS MOUTH U YOeOUTh CEeCTPY B TOM
JKe caMoM, 4To OyfeT ellle TpyOoHee, IIOTOMY UTO MHE MPUETCS MOMbITAaTECSI 00BSICHUTD, TIOUYEMY S
BOPYT Tak BBEITJIAXKY... XeX, MOXKET OBITh, 1 Oymy BUHUTEL Maruio?- [Ipo6opmoran Agam cebe mop HoOC,
HAIPABJISASCh K OBEPH.

- Y-, xeut!- Bocknuknyn [Tut, npoTarusas pyky K Agamy.
- Xm?- OtBeTun Amam, GBICTPO 00EPHYBIIKCH.

- Ecnu ... ecnmu oHa oTBeprueT Te0s... THI CMOXKeIllb TIePeHoYeBaTh 3[0eCh, TOHNMAaeIb, TOIbKO Ha
opHy HOub?- [Ipemmornoxun [IuT, crerka ynebasck. AfaM IIOMHUII, YTO Y HUX y2Ke ObIBaju OJ00HbIE
HOYEeBKM, HO BUJIETh, KaK OH BHIKAILIBAET 3Ty U0 KOMY-TO, KOTO CYMTAeT He3HAKOMIIeM, OBIJIO... HY,
YTEIIUTENbHO.

- Cnacu6o, mOCMOTpPHUM, KaK BCe IIPOUAET, - OTBETUII AflaM C yNIBIOKOM U HallpaBUIICS K OBEPHU. 3a eTo
cnrHOM [TuT GBICTPO OCO3HAJ, YTO OH IPAKTHUYECKU IIPOCTO TaK OTHAJ YaCTh CBOEW OEeXKIEI, HO
IIpex[e YeM OH yCIes 4To-1u0o0 cKa3aTh, AfaM yKe BHIIIEN 3a IBepPb U UCUes.



Ho, gecTtHO roBops, AgaM NOHATUS He UMeTI, Kyfda uaeT. OH TOYHO He 3HaJl, KakK I0MaJl B JIOTOBO
[TuTa, Bce, 4TO OBLIO IO €TI0 3BOJIIOINY, OBIZIO TYMaHHBIM, KakK 3a0BITHIN COH, HO €CJIA OH IPOCTO
Opoxun BOKPYT, OH [OJIZKeH ObLJT HAUTU CBOM MyTh, BepHO? MTak, OH IIes 110 TOMY, YTO OH CYUTa
TJIaBHOU NOPOTO#, CO BCEMU Mara3uHaMU U BCeM OCTanbHEIM. OnHaAKO BCe OBUIO HEMHOTO ... CTPAHHO.
He Tak yK MHOTO JII0flel TPOTyINBaJIOCh 10 yIULlaM, ¥ MHOTYe Mara3uHEl ObIIA 3aKPHITH B TeYEHUE
[HS, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3TO OBIJI... 4YTO, YeTBepr? UYTO-TO BPOJE TOTO.

OH Mor BUAETH OKOJIO MISITH YeJIOBEK, X BCe OHU BHITJISIAENH Tak, Kak OyATO BUMENU IPUBULEHNE UK
4YTO-TO B 3TOM pofe. HeT, morogute, OHU Ke BUAENHA YTO-TO HEECTECTBEHHOe, He Tak nu? [la, Bcero
HECKOJIbKO YaCOB Ha3aJ OH BHCes B He0Oe, KaK BSIJIBIN ITy40K COCHCOK, KOTOPHIE HY2KHO CYIIUTh. M OH
IIPUXJIONHYJI 9Ty MYXY-3-9, BEPTOJIET, TAK YTO HEYAUBUTEJIBHO, YTO CUTYaLlUs BBITJISIEIa HEMHOT'O
MpPayYHOM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO COJIHIIE BCe elre SIPKO CBeTHI0. BpeMs, Ka3anock, ObI0 0K0JI0 14 mmu
OKOJIO TOT'0, YTO OOBIYHO 03HAYAJIO MUK aKTUBHOCTH, HO...

HecmoTps Ha 3T0, [asbllle 110 OPOTe, Y BXoMa B 3a0polleHHOe MaleHbKoe Kade, MOIoq0# penopTep
Opas UHTEPBBIO Y YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOro AgaM CMyTHO IIPUIIOMKUHAN KakK Mucrepa 4To-To. AfaM
OBICTPO IIPOIIIeT MUMO HUX, He oOpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha MuUcCTepa 4To-TO, KpUYaIllero To i Ha HETo,
TO JIX Ha pernopTrepa. Ha camoMm fesne OH He XOTeJl 3HaTh, YTO UMEHHO. [J0OBOJIBHO CKOPO €ro
CTPaAHCTBUSA IIPUBENIM €T0 BHU3 110 TJIaBHOU JOpore U B puropod. OH Hayasl y3HaBaTh BeIlll
CTpaHHBIM 00pa3oM. [[oM 37eCh, IEPEBO TaM ... 3TO OBLIO IIOCTIegHEE, YTO OH BUJEI Ilepefl CBOUM
nmepeMelleHreM, Kak Ha3bBal 9To [IuT. U yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OH YBU[E], KaK HU CTPAHHO,
MeCTO ITpecTyIeHus. Temno yxe yopasnu, HO OCUHOTO LIBeTa IOIHIelcKas JIeHTa BCe ellle BUcella B
BO3[yXe, ¥ BOKPYT KaKoM-TO OeJiol JeHTH coOpanach 0oJbInas Iy:kKa KPOBH, KOTopas o0pa3oBhkiBaia
KOHTYPHI HE TOJIBKO TeJla, HO ¥ HeCKOJIbKUX T'PYOHIX MSATEH, KOTOPBIE MOTJIM OBITh UITK He OBIThH
IIOX0XKVMU Ha OPTaHbL.

ApaM J1eTKO MOT NIPEACTaBUTh ce0e KYTKYI0, KPOBaBYIO CLIEHY, KOTOpas IIPOU30IIIa 30eCh, ¥ XOTS OH
y2Ke NIPUBLIK BUJETh MEPTBEIE YEJIOBEUECKUE Tejla, OHa Ka3ajlaCh CTPaHHO peaibHOM, CO BCEU 3TOU
IIOJIMLIEVCKOU JIEHTOU U BCEM MPOYUM. TOJIBKO [BOE MOJIUIENCKUX BCE ellle CIIOHSAIUCH BOKPYT MeCTa
IIPOUCIIECTBUS, ¥ AflaM GLICTPO MOHSJI, UTO HU OJUH M3 HUX He OblIT ero oTiioM. KoHEeYHO, ero oTIry
TOJIBKO YTO COOOIININ, YTO €T0 CHH “MepTB”, TaK 4YTO ero IPUCYTCTBYE Ha MECTe IIPECTyIJIeHUS
ObL10 OBI TOBOJIBHO KeCTOKUM. U Bce ke Afjam He MOT He y3HaTh OOHOTO U3 oduiiepos. OH Ka3aics
HEMHOT'0 CTapIlle CBOero cobeceqHrKa, U, YIUTHIBask ero 0ojiee ITOBCEOHEBHEIN BUM B 3aKaTaHHOM
raBafCKoit pyballike U IOPTaX-Kapro, eIMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO ITOATBEPKIAIO €T0 CTAaTyC NeTEKTHBA,
ObLT cepeOpPSIHBIN IUT Ha Oefpe U ITUCTONIET, BUCSIINYI Ha OMHOM M3 3TUX KPYXKEBHBIX KUJIETOB Ha
rpynou. Y Hero OBII0 OBOIBHO MOJIOHOE JIUIIO0, XOTSI U He TaK0e MOJIOZioe, Kak y oduliepa, ¥ KOPOTKHe
KaIlITaHOBLIE BOJIOCH. Ero rnasa ObITM SPKUMU ¥ IIOTHBIMM MOTHUBAIIMY, HO B TO K€ BpeMs YCTaJlbIMU
U IMHUYHBIME, KaK ObI TOBOPS: “SI BCe 3TO BHUIEN ¥ X04Uy YBUOETh CHOBA”.

Ia, Amam ormpeeieHHO y3Hal 9Toro mapHs. OH IPOCTO He MOT CKa3aTh OTKyma. Ho oH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO XOTeT 000 IbIle Y3HATh 00 9TOM MeCTe MPECTYIIeHUs, IIOTOMY YTO, eCJIH BEPUTh ero
BOCIIOMMHAHHUSIM U CJI0BAM CECTPHI, 3TO ONpeie/IeHHO OBIJI0 ero COOCTBEHHOE MECTO MPECTYIJIeHus,
TZie OH OB U yOuiilei, u yOUThIM. AflaM IIOMHUII, YTO BUIENT MHOTO ITOIOOHBIX CUTYyaIlui B
KPUMUHAJIBHLIX JpaMax UM B POMaHaX, HO HE MOT IIPUIIOMHUTEL HU OOHOM U3 HUX, THE cCaMoyOuiia
OB OB ellle JXUB...

- 91, MBI MOXKeM Tebe YeM-HuOyIb IIOMOYh?- CITPOCUII MOJIOHOM JEeTEKTUB, IIOAXOMS K TOMY MECTY, Tfie
CTOSINT AflaM, yCTaBUBILKCH Ha JIyKY KPOBH.

"- A? - A4?"- [Tomyman ApmaM, IoBopauuBas I'OJIOBY, YTOOR IPOBEPUTDH, HE TOBOPUT JIM OH C KEM-TO eIIle.
Ho aTo 61110 HE Tak.



- 0! 4 ... uTo UMEHHO 37ech mpou3ouuio?- Crpocus AgaM, yKa3siBasi Ha Oejblil cuityaT. Ha nuio
MEeTeKTHBA TYT XKe yIajia TEeHb.

- a, 9TO ... yMep MaJleHbKHi pebeHOoK. B HacTosIIee BpeMsi MBI MaJji0 YTO 3HaeM O TOM, YTO
IIPOM30IIIIO0, HACKOJIPKO HaM U3BECTHO, [I3KeccH, ero cecTpa Oblyla eqUHCTBEHHOM, KTO BUAET 3TO, TaK
KaK OHa YIIUIa U3 ioMa C Afl..., XKepTBOM YTPOM H, CJIeJOBaTeNIbHO, MOMKHa Oblyia OLITH CBUAETEIIEM
atoro. Ho oHa ybexkaiia oMO# IIpexXae, Y4eM MBI YCIIeNId ee 0 Y4eM-TO CIpocuTh. OHa He
TI0J03peBaeMasi, IPOCTO YTOOH! BB 3HAJIH, - CKa3asl JIeTEeKTHUB. AlaM HaxMypus 6poBU, KaK OH
mepeBapuBa TO, YTO AeTEKTUB CKa3an. OgHO OBITIO SICHO. DTOT YeJIOBEeK OIpenesieHHO 3Hal CEMbIO
YuHOCIY MUYHO, YTO ObIIO ObI HE CITUIIKOM CTPAHHO, IIOCKOJIBKY OH OBIT IETEKTHUBOM, a [I3KOH -
Cep:KaHTOM, HO OH OIIpefieJIeHHO YyBCTBOBas ce0st KeM-TO BpPOMe Apyra CeMbH.

AfaM Ha MTHOBEeHHE 3alyMaJiCsi, He M0XKAaTh JIU eMy PYKY, YTOOH y3HATh €r0 UMs, HO... HeT. HUKakux
YyeJI0BeYeCKUX IPUKOCHOBeHUH. [IpuKoCcHOBeHUE 110x0e. Kakoe yenoBeyeckoe OBUKEHUE
UCIIO/Ib3YETCS I HEMPUHYKIEHHOT0 IIPUBETCTBHUS, KOTOPOe He TpeOyeT MPUKOCHOBEHHUS?... Alam
Ha MTHOBEHUE 3ayMaJiCs, 3aCTaBUB NEeTEKTHUBa ITI0YYBCTBOBAThL ce0s1 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO. [IoaTOMY,
OTYASTHHO HaMesiCh, YTO 3TO cpaboTaeT, AgaMm OBICTPO HaBeJI MUCTOJIET Ha MOIUIIEHCKOT0 ¥ CKa3aJl:

- 4 Apam b. Yunpgcnu, Kak Bac 30ByT?
- XM, 9-3... IPOCTHUTE, YTO?- CIIPOCUJ IETEKTUB, YyBCTBYS ceOs1 HEMHOTO0, HET, OUeHb CMYIIIEHHBIM.
- Kak Tebs 30ByT?- [ToBTOPHMI AlaM, IPOOOJIZKast THIKATh MaIbIleM B ITOIUIIENCKOTO.

- 9-3, MeHs 30ByT [|3¥B, HO... YTO BBl CKa3asu [0 3Toro?...- Cipocun [13#B, HEPBHO yikri0asck. Ha
nuie AfaMa 0TpasuoCh MOHUMaHMUE.

"0, ma, IoiiB! TouyHo," - pagoCTHO ITogyMan Afgam.

- Tl Beqp IMamuH KOJJIera, BepHO? THI mONTXKEH KaK-HI/I6y;LT,B l'[pPIIZTPI K HaM Ha YyXKHWH, - CKa3aJl Apgam
IIOYTH IIOJITHOCTBIO Ha aBTOIIUJIOTE.

- 4... BB, cap? He Mormu 6Bl BBl TOBTOPUTH TO, YTO TOBOPUJIM PaHblie? Barre ums?- Cropocun [9uB,
BCe 0O0JIbINe pa3mpazkasiCh.

-A? A, moe umsa? d Agam b. Yunpacnu. 3uaerns, chiH [I2K0HA? ITO 4, - CKa3ajl AfaM, He JyMas O TOM,
HACKOJIbKO 6€3YMHO 3TO JOJIXKHO 3By4aTh.
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