- [TaBa¥t BO3bMEM 3TOT XJI€D, - IIpopeseiia [l>xeccrKa B HEOXKUOaHHOE YX0 MJIaamiero 6paTa, TPOMKO
X0X04a, KOraa OH ITPOCHYIJICA.

- YepT BO3bMY, ... [IxKeccuKa!- 3akpuyan AfaM, BepTs T'OJI0BOK B IIOMCKAX CJIENOB CBOEH CTapIlei
CeCTpPHI, HO OHA HUCYe371a, KaK MyK Ha BeTpy.

A motoM “BYYYVY!” oHa Bce BpeMs Oblsia ¥ HETro 3a crnuHoM! OH, MOMXKHO OBITh, MOOIPHITHYJ BCETO Ha
METp B BO3MAYX, U ecyii Okl OH He OB TAKUM CIIOPTUBHBLIM, KaK OH ObIJI, OH BIIOJIHE MOT OBl CJIOMATh
HOT'Y WJIM 4TO-TO B 9TOM pofe. [I2KecCrKa CHOBa pacCMessiach, CXBaTUBIIKCH 3a KUBOT, €€ AJINHHEIE
CBeTJIble BOJIOCH METaNIUCh TyAa-cioga. OHa Onlna U3 Tex JIofiel, Y KOTOPHIX BCerfia Ha JIuIle OfiHa U3
3THUX JIEHUBBIX TTOYYJIBIO0K, BCETla TOTOBLIX MTOIIYTUTE M/UJK BHIOUTH OEPbEMO U3 KOro-To. Kopoue
TOBOPSI, OHa Obllla HETOIHUIIEH.

Anam, TIOTHOCTBIO 3aBSI3aBIINM C HEl U ee IepbMOM, yKe COOMpaiCst BHIPYTaTh ee, IPexXae YeM OHa
rpy0o IpepBaa ero.

- OW, eclIu MH He II0#eM, TO OII037aeM, IOHUMAaelllhb?- cKa3aja OHa, CJIeTKa XMXuKas, 1 AgaM TOJILKO
celyac 3aMeTHI Yachl. M, 4eCcTHO roBops, Kyfaa Obl OHM HU OTIPABUIKMCh-CeMYac WU Yac Ha3af, -
OHM BCe PaBHO OIMO3JA0T.

- Yeprt Bo3pMu!- BocknukHy AfaM, OBICTPO BHITAJIKMBAS CBOIO II0UEeMY-TO 60jiee BEICOKYIO CECTPY U
0eBasiCh B IIKOJIbHYIO (OPMY, KaK HAaCTOSIIINH CTYIeHT, KAKUM OH U ObLJI.

Ee OpaT meiicTBUTEIbHO OBIT OBOJILHO 3a0aBHEIM ITapHeM. Buepa oH cKa3all, 4YTO XO4eT BCTATh
paHbille 00BIYHOTO, TaK II0YeMy ke OH He pan? C Apyroi CTOPOHHI, OH, BEPOSITHO, UMEJI B BUIY
“paH0”, KakK B 6 9acoB, a He PaHO, Kak B “panHeM obeme”. He To 4TOOB Agam OB XOPOIIAM
yueHuKOM. KoHEeYHO, OH OBIT TOBOJIBHO IOMYJISIPEH B KJIaCCe, CIIOPTUBHEIN U BCE TAKOe, HO OH He OB
TEM [TapHEeM, KOTOPHIH OYIeT TOTOBUTHCS K TECTY UM [elaTh BCe JOMAIHKEe 3alaHus BCE BpPEMs.

I pyruMu CJI0BaMu, TUIIMYHEIM 9KCTPaBepT. Tak K yeMy BCS 3Ta CIeIIKa?

Apam BBICKOYHUII U3 CBOEU KOMHATHI C CYMKOU B OOQHOU pyKe U TenedoHoM B Apyrou. [IxoH b.
Yunpcnu, ux mo0uMBIH OTell, BCe ellle JIEHUBO CUfell 3a 00eJeHHBIM CTOJIOM C KyCKOM TOCTa B PYKe U
JIUIIOM, KOTOPOE MOTJIO COIIEPHUYATD C JIUIIOM CKOpOsIeit MaTepu. Buepa oH cKa3al, 4TO y HETo
CEerofHs MHTEPBBIO UJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE, U, YUUTHIBASA, YTO OH CEPKAHT, €My [AEUCTBUTEILHO
cnenoBao Obl 60bIlle TPUBLIKATH K OCBEIEHUI0 COOBITUH B mpecce. Ho, onsATh XKe, UHTPOBEPTH
OCTaHyTCSl UHTPOBEpPTaMH, pemuna [lkeccuka.

Onu 06a, HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO Ha4aJld XOOUTH B IIKOJIy B Pa3HOE BPeMsi, BCe PaBHO XO[UIIH B OHO U
TO K€ BpeMs YTPOM U TYJISIIU TaM BMecTe. XOTSI B 9TO BpeMsi OHU OO0JIbIlle TIOXOAMIN Ha CIIPUHT.
I>KeccruKa IPUBLIKJIA K TAKOM CKOPOCTH, II03TOMY He OTCTaBasla, flaXke Korfa Oexasa Cc TaKuM
aTieToM, Kak AmaM.

Ho kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'Ja OHHA COGI/IpaJ'II/ICb IIOKUHYTE IPUTOPOOHYIO 30HY M Bh€XaTh B CaM
ropon, ApaM Hauyan 3aMefdIsaTh X0, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB PE3K0 3aTOPMO3UB. II>Keccuka, KOTOpPad Oblna
HEeMHOTI'O I103aau, 6I;>ICTpO JOTHalla ero 1 3aMe[Jiijia Liar, YTOOBI BCTATh pAOooM C HUM.

- Amam? Tbl B TOpsSiAKE?- CIIpOCUIIa OHa, HaxMypuB OpoBu. K aToMy MOMeHTY AflaM Hadas
HAKJIOHATHCS BIIepe[] I0f OMaCHBIM yIJIoM, u [I3KeCcCrKe MIPUIIIOCh OBICTPO IOOXBATUTD €0, IPeXe
YeM OH JeWCTBUTEJNIbHO yIall.

- OH, 4yBaK, TH B IOpsAKe?!- cIIpocuiia OHa, Ha 3TOT pa3 6ojiee peluTeIbHO, U HAaKJIOHUTIACh, YTOOB
IIOCMOTPeTh AfaMy B Ijla3a.



Onu Obmu yCTHL. I1yCTHIE, CyXHe U YepHbIE, CIIOBHO KYCKH YTJIs 3aMEHUIIA €My T'jla3a B IIa3HUIax.

- Apam!! - [IxXeccuKa B3OPOTHYJIa, €€ Clierka 3aropesas Koxa BHe3allHO Tpruodpesa XKeCTKUU
OTTEHOK, TaKOU Xe, KaK U y Agama.

C ero mocrHeBIINX T'y0 COPBAJICS TUXUM 3BYK, IIOX0XKUH Ha IpeCMePTHOe IIKIIeHNe YMUPAIOIIETo,
Ha IIOCJIeHUM TJIOTOK BO3AyXa, BRIPHIBAIOIIUMCS U3 JIETKUX, Ha MOCIEIHUY yKaCHBIM CTOH MepTBella.

- OH ... momorurTe ... - [I2keccuka xoTejia 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, II03BaTh HA IIOMOIIb, HO TIOYyBCTBOBAJIa 4YTO-
TO CTPaAHHOE. YTo-TO B HEM U3MEHUIOCh. YTO-TO CTPaHHOE, 9YTO-TO 9yZK[OO€ BOIIJIO B €€ CO3HaHNue, U
OHa IMMOYYyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK 3TO 3X0 Pa3HECIIOCH II0 €€ MO3TYy.

- Aprx... - MPOCTOHAJIA OHA, MTOMHSB OOHY PYKY, YTOOHI IIOTHSTE T'OJIOBY.

Yro-To B AmaMe ToxKe U3MEHMIIOCH. KpaeM ria3a oHa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO IOf ero YHuGOpPMOH
IIPOMCXOMUT YTO-TO OYEHb CTPaHHOE. Ka3amoch, YTO ero BHYTPEHHOCTHU IIBITAIOTCST BHIPBATHCS
HapyXKy, U3BUBASACH NON pyOaIikoii, Kak 6ecunucCieHHbIEe 3MEUHbIe YePBU. A IIOTOM ero IpynHas
KJIeTKa pa3opBanack. Ero cepplle u jerkue BHIIECHYIMCH Ha pacKaleHHBIN achanbT, U [IKeccuka
Oblya BEIHYyKIeHa ocnabuth xBaTky. OH He ynajn. BMecTo 3TOro oH CIOTKHYJICS Ha HECKOJIBKO
CEKYHJ, ONMH IIar Ha3af, [Ba Ilara BIepe[, TaHell MePTBLIX 0e3 mapTHepa. [lkeccuka ymana Ha
KOJIEHU ¥ BBHIPHITa/Ia CBOW 3aBTPakK, HO He TOIBKO U3-3a BU3yaJIbHBIX 3G deKTOB. YTO-TO BHYTPU HEE
OBLIIO He TaK, 0YeHb, OYEHb HE TakK.

A TIOTOM OHa yBUfeNla BHYTPEHHOCTHU Tejla AfaMa. be3 erkux u ceppia OH BHITIISIAEN 0YeHb ITyCThIM.
Ho mycToBan oH Hemomro. YTo-To OBICTPO 3aII0THUIIO 3Ty KPOBABYIO IOJIOCTL 663 OpraHoB. ITo Obla
M3BHBAIOINASACS Macca IyTajell, Bce 607e3HeHHO-3e/IeHble C MaIeHbKUMU (DHOJIETOBEIMYU KOJIbI[AMH,
CBETSIIUMHUCS TaM ¥ cIM. OHU BHITTISIAENH SH0BUTEIMU. OH BBITJISIET CMEPTEIBHO OMAaCHEIM.
Heyxenu 9T0 6BII0 cOeflaHo KMeHHO TaK? Heyxemnu ee 6paT 3apa3uiicsi KAKMM-TO ITapa3uToM?
WuonnanetsHuH? Yynosuime??

Ckombp3sI1asi Macca CIM3UCTHIX BBIIENIEHUH HEMOITO OCTaBalach BHYTPH ee OpaTa, BMECTO 3TOTO
OBICTPO yHaSISICh 10 MEPE TOTO, KAaK OHA YBEJTMYHMBaJaCh B TeOMETPUYECcKOl mporpeccuu. OmHO
MT'HOBeHUe OH Obls1 He Gonbie 6acKeTOONIBHOTO Ms4Ya, a B ClIeyiollee - pa3MepoM C caMoro Afama.
Ho, B oTiimyue 0T TOTO, 4TO MOTJI0 OBl JUKTOBATh IPaBUTALIMS, Macca He paclljieckanach Ha 3eMIII0,
KakK 9T0 OBIJIO C OpraHaMu AfjaMa, a TIOJTHOCTBIO OTBeprjia 3Ty UAel0, MelJIeHHO IIONHSBIINCH B
Bo3ayX. [Iycras oboyouka Tenna AgaMa, IIpeBpalaiascsa B KPOBaByl0 Ky4dy B OTCYTCTBUE IMUMIyIIeN
MacCCHI LIymasel.

IIxxeccruka efgBa oOpaTuia Ha 9T0 BHUMaHKe. OHa COCpeoTOuYmnIack Ha ce0e U Ha TOM, YTO
TTPOMCXOMUIIO BHYTPH Hee. B 9ToM He OBIIO HUYETO XOPOIIIero, OHa 9TO 3Hala, HO U He BCce GBI
m10x0. Ee muxopamguio, oHa 4yBCTBOBasIa cebs OOIbHOM, CUITbHOM ¥ BIACTHOH. A ITOTOM OHa
TIOYYBCTBOBaJa B cebe Koro-To eirne. OHa He CIIBIIIAIa UX TOJ0Ca, He YyBCTBOBAJIa MX
IIPUKOCHOBEHMH, HO 3HaJla, YTO OHHU 37eck. [IpucyTrcTBue. OHa MOTSHYIACh K HEMY, U €€ TeJI0 CTajlo
ropsiuee, a 3aTeM ee PYKH CXBATHJIU UX JIQIOHY, U TEIIJIO ¥ CUJIa OMBIIH €€.

OHa 3TO0 BEIpa3uia.
CHapyX#, B peaJlbHOM MUpe€, Llapujia [TaHUKa.

VickpuBieHHOe, IyIIajibyaToe YygOBHIle Mas4yuio B Hebe, pa3MepoM OHO OBIIO IPHMEPHO ¢ 06J1aK0
unyu He6ockpe6. BosbItas 9acTh cyliecTBa Oblyia IIPOCTO IIyTaIbllaMy, U3BUBAIOUIUMUCS, TUIIYIITUMHI
Y U3BUBAIOIIMMHUCS B KITy0OK 6e3 Kakou-mu0o YeTKOU OprueHTaImu. Ho MaleHbKOe BHITSITHBAHUE,
WK, 110 KpaHel Mepe, MaJeHbKOe [0 CPaBHEHUIO C IIyIabllaMy, He OBIIO IymanblaMu U 00bIie



TIOXOMIMJIO Ha BEPXHIOI YaCTh TeJla YeJI0BEYEeCKOT0 caMila, 6eCIIOPSIOYHO CBUCAIOIIETO C GOJTBIIIOTO
I1apa, C ero PyKaMu U LIyTaabIllaMid BOKPYT TOJIOBHI, CBUCAIIIUMY BHU3 663 0c0060# Ku3HU. Eciu Ob
IIyTasnblla He IBUTAIUCh, OBIIO OBl JIETKO IIOBEPUTD, YTO CYIIECTBO MePTBO. Ho ria3a ObITM OTKPHITHL.

"...I'me s?..."- CoHHO cripocun AfaM, ero ycrassle Gesble rjla3a CKOJIb3UIH 110 TOPOAY CPETHUX
pa3MepoB, He OCTaHaB/IMBasCh HU Ha YeM KOHKPeTHOM. Ero Teno nokpsiBasio 0OMbIIyI0 4acTh TOPOia,
OMBIBasl €r0 OOUIMPHEIE IIOJIOCH TeHbI0. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO ero MHTEPEeCOBao, - 3TO CTpaHHas
MaJleHbKas MyXa, XKyKKalllas BOKPYT Hero. 9To ObIJI0 JOBOJIBHO pa3fpaxarolle, 103ToMy AnaM
IIeJIKHYJI 110 Hel CBOOOAHO BUCAIIUM InynasnbieM. OH odeHb ycTan. OH IPOCTO XOTEN CIaTh.
MarneHbKasi Myxa 3akKyOuiIach IbIMOM, TTafiast 10 CIUPaIy, IPeXkae YyeM B30PBaThCS MIPU
COTIPUKOCHOBEHUY C 3eMyel. Kako mI00O0NBITHRIM MaJleHbKU XKY4OK.

I pyroi nHTePEeCHOU Belbio Oblyla MajleHbKast KpacHas 0JIecTsImnas MITy4YKa IIPSIMO IO eT0 TOJI0BOH,
maneko BHU3Y Ha 3eMmjie. [1o cBoell UMITy/IbCUBHOCTH ¥ CUjle OHa Oblla IMOYTH KaK OroHb. [laxe ¢
TAKOI'0 PACCTOSTHMS OHA Ka3ajachk Temiou. Eciu 661 oH 66T 6051€€ 60AP, TO, BO3MOIKHO, ITOTHSIT OBI
ero, 4ToOw paccMoTpeTh nobuxke. Ho ero aTo He 6ecriokounio. BMecTo 3TOro oH JIeHUBO ITIOCMOTPEI
Ha caM T'Opof.

YTo-TO B HEM OBIIIO 3HAKOMOE, KakK 6yaTO OH BUEI €T0 BO CHE, B KaKOM-TO TaJIeKOM MECTe,
3aTepPsTHHOM BO BpEMEHH U IIPOCTPAHCTBe. 3MaHusI ObIIM CTAPEIMU U B TO 7K€ BpeMs HOBEIMH, C
KUPIHUYaMK ¥ HETPOHYTHIMY O€JIBIME, YHBITHIMU CEPLIME ¥ STPKO-OPAHKEeBRIMU CTeHaMu. OH ObLT
CTaphIM, 3TO YK TOYHO. BCs 3Ta cuTyauus mokasajiack eMy CTPAHHOM, ¥ OHA HAIlOMHUIIA eMY
OTHEHHBIU JOXKMb, KaK €Tro Telnephb Ha3bBaloT. OH [IeHCTBUTEIBHO He JyMaJl, YTO 9TO MaJIeHbKOoe
coOwITHE OyIeT TaKUM YK BaXKHBIM, HO ceiiuac 3TO ObIJIO He BaXKHO.

[laneko BHU3Y Ha 3eMJie, Ha MaJIeHbKUX yJI04YKax IIJiedMaTta, Iae PeBelld XYKU, MaJleHbKUY KpPaCHbIN
OTOHEK MCYe3, 0CTaBUB I0cie ce0s MaleHbKOT0 KPaCHOT 0 XXyKa. Kak KpacHBIM MypaBey UK YTO-TO B
3TOM pofe. AfaM ycrbllliaj, KaK 3aKkpudasl MaJleHbKUY KpacHBIM MypaBel, IpeXe 4YeM BHe3allHO
B3JIETETh B BO3MYX, JIETS 10 BO3AyXy Ha YeM-TO MaJIeHbKOM, YTO AJaM He MOT y3HaTb. KpacHBIA
MypaBeu OBUTAJICS CO CKOPOCTHIO, COBEPIIEHHO He II0X0XKeW Ha Ty, C KOTOPOU ABUTrajach MajieHbKas
MyXa, KOTOPYIO OH IIPUXJIONHYJI, XU Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI MaJIeHbKUU KPaCHBIM MypaBer OKa3acs
IIPSIMO IIepeq ero auIoM. Tenepb OH OBl HEMHOT'0 0O0JIbINE, TaK 4YTO AflaM CMOT Pa3TiIsigeTh
HEKOTOPBIE AeTallu.

Bo-miepBrIX, 3TO GBI HE KpPacHBIM MypaBel, a YeJIoBeK, ITPOCTO OfIETHIM B KpacHYyI0 ofgexay. Kak 3To
obmaHumBo! Cama ofiexkna Oblzla CTPaHHO BHIYYPHOM, IIOX0KeH Ha MyXjI0e MaJieHbKOoe IIJlaThe, 3a
HCKJTIIOYEHKHEM TOTO, UTO OHa OhlIa OT{ieslaHa MeTaylyIoM. B ee cBeTIHIX Bojocax ObLI MaJIeHbKUM
KPaCHBIHM 6AHT C YePHLIM KaMHEM, a B PyKaxX OHA [epzKaja JBa MIMPOKUX Meda. ['0BOpS O Mmajaliax,
OHa, IT0X0XKe, TOXe 3aHMMaach CEppUHTOM Ha OOHOM K3 HUX. Kakas cTpaHHas KONTYHbS.

KonmgyHbst OBICTPO MMPOKPHYAJIa YTO-TO Ha SI3bIKe, KOTOPHEIM AaM efiBa y3Hall, IpexXae 4yeM PUHYThCS
B aTaky, He CTeCHSISICh TEM, YTO OHa OblJIa MeHbIIIe €T0 IIPaBoro I'a3a. be3 Manelimero konebaHus
OHa yfapuila ero IpsiMo II0 TOJI0OBE U MOJIOCHYIA 10 710y, OTKPEIB OTPOMHYIO paHy. KoHeuHo, paHa
3axKuila MEeHbIIE YeM 3a CEeKyH[y, HO TeM He MeHee OH ObLJT 3aCTUTHYT Bpacmiox. Kakas Harmas
MaJieHbKas OyKalllka, pa3Be OHa He [OJIKHa 3HATh CBOE MECTO?

[Tpexne yeM [Izkeccuka ycIena MoHSATh, YTO MTPOU3OIIII0, MACCUBHOE IIyTablle, HAMHOT'O 00JIbIIE
IIByX9TaXXHOT0 aBTOOyCa, BPe3aioch B Hee Ha CKOPOCTH, CIMIITKOM OBICTPOM MJIS TJ1a3, CO3[aBast
XJIEIMYIIKH 3BYK, IIPOCTO ITepefaBas Bo3ayX. Ee Teo Bpe3anaoch B 3eMJII0, PACKOJIOB 6ETOH ¥ ITOMHSB
00J1aKo TEUTH U3 06pa30BaBIIerocs: Kpatepa. Bce ee Teno 6oierno, ¥ 0OHa TOYHO 3HAIA, YTO IOCTIEe
3TOT0 He CMOXKeT gBuraThcs. OHa He YYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO YTO-TO CJIOMAJIOCh, HO OHa Oblna u30uTa, OHa
3HaJIa 3TO. JTa TBaph TaM, HABEPXY, 3TO CKOJIL3KOE CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE BBIIE3TIO U3 ee OpaTa....



OH cMOTpes Ha Hee Tak, CJIOBHO OHa Grlta OyKaImkoi. Y OH OTHOCHIICS K HEell MPUMEPHO TakK XKe.

A mmoTOM, KOTIa OHa CHOBAa IIOIHSJIA Ir7a3a U 663H3H8}KHO YCTaBHUIIaCh Ha 0ecKoHEeUYHOE Mope
IIyIiajiel, OHO UCYe3JIO.

Ho oH He ymier.
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