I[Tocne HebombuIoro uuNUAeHTa ¢ Jlenu CTapk MBI IPOIOJIKUIIY 3HAKOMCTBO, B TOM uucye ¢ CaHCOH,
OHa yneIOHyIach ¥ 00HsIa MeHs, To61arofapys 3a CIaceHue ee CeMby, U IT0XKejlala MHe
cyacTiauBOro Opaka, 4To ObLJI0 HeoxugaHHO. UTo KacaeTcst Po66a, 0H OBbLT MeXIY TOHKOM JTUHUEN
JKeJIaHUS 3alIUTUTh CBOIO MaTh U 3Has, YTO OHA 06jIaxkKasace.

[Tocre 3TOTO ENCTBUTEIHHO HEIIPUSATHOTO MOMEHTA MbI OTIIPABUINCE B OTHENIbHYI0 KOMHATY, YTOOH
00CyIUTh HEKOTOPhIE BEIIIH.

Bo-nepBeix, [I2KOH X0TeJl cKa3aTh MHE UYTO-TO OUeHb BaXXKHOE, ¥, YYUTHIBASI, YTO OH HeJJaBHO OB Ha
CTeHe, g yXKe [orafblBasICs 0 YeM OH OyneT roBoputs. C mIpyroii cTopoH:, Hen xoTen o6CynuTh Halll
COI03 ¥ TIOMOJIBKY €T0 ChIHa, KOTOPYIO MBI IPUHSTIN, HO IIPU YCIIOBUHU, YTO COTJIAIlleHNEe MOXKeT ObITh
HapyIIeHo B 000K MOMEHT, eciu [lelici COUTEeT MaJibuliKa HEJOCTOMHLIM €€ BpeMEeHH.

Co cBoeill CTOPOHEI, S X0TesI 00CYOUThL ¥ HauaTh IIJITAaHUPOBATH HAIy CTPATETuIo IIPOTHUB JIaHHUCTEPOB.

«Orer1, koponb PoHapy, 3uMa mpubauxKaeTcs,» cKa3an [IKOH C y2KacoM Ha JIHIle, CTpax OBl 3aMEeTeH
BO BCEM €ero Tejie, IOATBePKaas MOU I0J03PEHHS.

«W uto?» crpocun O6epuH. «JleTo npubIUKaeTcs, a Thl He BUUIIIb, KaK S Iaady?»
4 ycMexHyIcs, TTOBOpPaYMBasich K [I2KOHY, MaBasi eMy IOHSTh, YTO X04Y, YTOOHI OH ITPOIOIKHUIL.

«41 Bupen ux, 6eJIBIX XOOKOB U3 CKAa30K, OHU UAYT,» CKa3asl [[2KOH, ero JuIo OblJI0 HallOJTHEHO
ry00KUM CTPaxoM, KOTOPBIM KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM ObLI IIPEOI0JIeH eT0 CUILHEIM YyYBCTBOM [I0JITa.

«JIKOH, 3TO meTCKas cKa3Ka,» ckadan Hen CTapk ¢ 03a004eHHBIM BHIpaXKeHUEM JIMLIA, TIOTOMY BUOET,
YTO €ro CHIH CXONUT C yMa.

«HeTt, 3T0 He Tak,» CKa3asa s, npexze 4eM [[>KOH yCIeN 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

«MoXHO 110 KOHKpeTHe#?» Crpocun O6epuH C Cepbe3HBIM BhHIpaXkKeHUEM JIMIA, OH 3HaJl, YTO S PEKO
IIy4y WUJIM BaJIsi0 Oypaka.

«9TO OfHA U3 TJIaBHBIX IPUYHH, 110 KOTOPOU S PEILUII MOJTyYUTh KOPOHY, IIOTOMY YTO B OOUHOYKY y
HAcC HET HMKAKWX IIaHCOB ITPOTUB apMUK MEPTBEIIOB,» B3[IOXHYII 5, BO-TIEPBHIX, 51 TOHATUS HE UMEJI,
HACKOJIbKO cuieH HoyHOi KOPOJib, a BO-BTOPHIX, €T'0 apMus, BEPOSITHO, Oblyia 60bIlle MOel Ha
MaHHBIM MOMeHT. [[?KOH OBLI YOUBJIEH U pafl, YTo 5 IOBEPUJI eMy, B TO BpeMs, KaK Hep Obin B
OCHOBHOM 0O3afiaueH: «[IpaKOHHI peasibHbI, Marus peasibHa, Oelible XOIOKH, eCJIU Bl TOAyMaeTe 00
3TOM, IOBOJILHO MIPaBAOIIOL00HEI. »

«OTKy[a Bb 3HAETe, YTO OHM HacTosmue?» Crpocun Hef, u 110 ero NUIy s MOHSII, YTO OH MHE He
BEPHUT.

«ITo ToM XKe IIpu4YHnHe, 110 KOTOpOfI OT'OHb HE JIefICTByeT Ha M€HAI,» OTBETHII 51, OT9aCTHU 3TO Onlna
JI0Kb, HO Cerdac 3TO HGOGXOJII/IMO, «TaK XK€, KakK 4 3HaJl, KaK BEICU2KHNBATh JPAKOHBU sIiIla, ¥ TaK XKe,
KaK 4d 3HaJl, 4YTO ThHl YMpPeIIb, €CJIK 4 He CIIaCy Tebs.»

«Bbor cBeTa unu P'xynop,» B3OOXHYI g1, MHE He XOTEJIOCh OTAaBaTh €My JOJIXKHOE 3a BCe 3T0, HO Koraa
He 3Haelllb, KaK 00bSICHUTH YTO-TO, UCIIOJIb3YHM CAMBIM IIPOCTOM BapHaHT - BEPY.

«4 He cuuTaN BaC PEUTHO3HEIM,» CKa3asl O6epuH, HAaKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY, X OH OBUT IIpaB 110 GOJIbIIeH
YacTH, S Y4ePTOBCKM HEHABHU/EJ O0TOB 3TOT0 MUpa.



«$1 ¥ He PEeNTUTHO3HBIN, K YEePTY 9TOro bora, OH BO3/I0KHII Ha MEHS Ky4y 00s13aHHOCTEH, 1 BCE, YTO
OH JaJI MHe IJIS 9TOM BaXXKHOM MHUCCHH, - 3TO CIIOCOOHOCTh BLIXKMBATEL B OTHE, HO O€JIble XOOOKH He
WCITO/Ib3YIOT OTOHB,» S CIIJIIOHYJI, HY CEPbe3HO, CAesai MeHs JIeJOCTOMKUM UJIU YTO-TO B 3TOM POfeE,
la, OTHECTOMKOCTh IIOMOT'JIa MHe C SIiiIlaM{ OPaKOHOB, HO KPOME 3TOT0, OT Hee HeTy HUKAKOI0 TOJIKY.

«BaMm Bor ckaszan?» Hep cka3an TOHOM, KOTOPBIM FOBOPUJL: g He BEPI0 HU Ha MOTY B TO, YTO TEI
TOBOPHUIIIB."

«$1 3Hal0, YTO B 3TO TPYAHO IIOBEPUTH, HO MOT'Y MOKa3aTh CBOM CJIOBA,» B3TOXHYII 5, 3HAs, YTO
Jy4UIn# Cr1oco0 3aCTaBUTh WX IIOBEPUTH MHE - TI0KA3aTh UM YTO-TO HACTOJIBKO YAUBUTEILHOE, YTO UM
IIPUAETCS IPUHATh MOU CJIOBa 3a (akThl, «[laBaiiTe MonpodyeM cKedb MEHS.»

«A BOT 3TO y2Ke MHTEPECHO,» ycMexHycsi O6epuH.

[Ipumino BpeMs oKa3aTh BCEMY MUPY, YTO s He MOTY CTOPETh U UTO CTPax, [10 KpaiiHel Mepe,
chernaeT UCToOpuio o H6enbx Xomokax/borax MeHee cymacieqinei. [103ToMy, ¢ 3TO# 1e/Ibi0 ST TpHUKa3an
CJIyTe pa3kKeyb KOCTEP CHApyKHU, KaK TOJIbKO OTOHb pa3ropesics, S 3aCyHYJ CBOIO TOJIyI0 PYKY B
OTOHb Ha IIATh MUHYT.

«3T0... UHTEPECHO,» TpobopMoTan OGepuH, IIAAsI Ha MOIO PYKY, He Beps CBOMM TJla3aM,
«BIIEYATIISIET, TOJILKO TaprapueHbl ObIIA U3BECTHEI 9TUM HEOOLIYHEIM HAPOM... U JaXKe He BCe U3 HUX,
OBLIO CKAa3aHO, YTO TOJILKO HEKOTOPHIE TPHUBUIETMPOBAaHHEIE CPeOy HUX ObLTH 6J1aroCI0OBIIeHBI
IPaKOHbeM KPOBBIO U, KaK ¥ BB, 00Iagasid 3TOM YHUKAIBHON CITIOCOOHOCTHIO. »

«Hy, 2 He TaprapueH,» yCMeXHYJICA s, BCe ellle epXka PyKy Ha OTrHe.
«Brmeuatnset,» mo6aBun [[KOH, IPHUCTAIbHO TJIAAS Ha MOIO PYKY.
«3TO0 BepHO,» ycMexHyncsa O0epuH.

OOGepHYBIIUCH, ST 3aMETHUJI TO, Uero He oxkupan, Hem Ctapk ObIJT BCTPEBOXKEH... UCITyTaH, €ro0 rila3a
ObLIM IPUKOBAHHBI K MO€eH pyKe, HO S BUOEJI, YTO ero OECIIOKOUIIO He TO, UTO 5 He MOT 06:KeubCs, a
YTO-TO IPYTOE.

W TyT MeHS OCEHHUIIO: TO, UTO IIPOMCXOITUIIO B €TI0 I'0JI0BE, OBITIO CBSI3aHO C [[2KOHOM.

OH, momXKHO OBITH, TPOOOBAI 3TO C IKOHOM B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT CBOEM KM3HU, KOT{a OH ObIIT
peOeHKOM UJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM pofe, UiH [I3KOH KOCHYJICS OTHS II0 OUINOKE, U 3Ta CUTyallus 3aCTaBuIa
€ro 3a0eCIIOKOUTCS.

«Ho cpenu Hac ects Taprapues,» yawOHYICS 5, Tsas Ha O6epuHa.

['masa OGeprHa yoUBIEHHO PaCIIMPUINCE, KOTMIa OH Cpa3y e CJI0XKUJ BCce 3HaKKU BMECTE, TOT (PakKT,
YTO MBI ITOIIM Cllacath [[2KoHA, ¥ Moe obelllaHre eMy, YTO OH He YMpET.

«$l HUKOTHa He 0XKUfall, YTo 0IarOPOOHEIM BOJIK TaK XKECTOKO IpenacT cBoero apyra. O, aTo
OeciieHHO,» paccMesinicss O6epuH, He CBOAs r'1a3 ¢ J[IKOoHa.

Hen Ctapk B 3TOT MOMEHT BCIIOTEJI, YTO caMo 110 ceOe OBUIO OYeHb TAKEeJ0, yUUThIBas TeMIepaTypy
BOKPYT Hac, «4 He 3HAIO0, 0 YEM...»

«Heq, Bce B mopsaKe, s He MPUYKHIO €My Bpefa,» B3IOXHY 5, €CITU U ObIIT KTO-TO, KOT'0 S CHera Obl



JIOPMIOM, TaK 3TO [I2KOH, ¥ HEro He ObIJT0 aMOUIIMH, 1 OH OB YePTOBCKY IIPEIaH.

«KT0, uTO mpoucxogut?» Crpocun [IKOH, TS Ha OTIIA.

«TeL,» g yKa3an Ha [IKoHa.

«4, "er... 4 6acTapn,» cka3an [I3KOH C IIpefie/IbHON YBEPEHHOCTHIO B TOM, YTO OH T'OBOPHII.

«HeT, TBOM OTeI] Ha CAMOM [IeJie TBOM Isfs,» 9TO 3aMedaHue 3acTaBuIo Hema Hanpsubcsi, «TBOS
MaTh Obina JInanHa CTapk, a TBOM OoTer] ObII...»

«Petterap TaprapueH,» 3aKoH4Yus 3a MeHss O0epuH, «Temepb Bce uMeeT cMbIci. YToOw Hen Ctapk
HApYIIXJI CBOU KIISITBHI? B 9T0 OBIIO TPYOHO ITOBEPUTH, HO ITIOBEPUTD B €T0 JI0KH OBINIO €Ille TPYOHEE,
MBI BCerfia IIpefrosarany, YTo MaTh [[:KoHa Obiyia Amapa [leiH, HO... faxe 9T0 ObII0 MPUTSIHYTO 3a
YIIIH. »

«OTel1, CKaXX¥ MHE, YTO 3TO JIOXKb...UJIU JypHAs IIyTKa....lI0XKanyicTa?» J[[2KOH CKa3asl B IOJTHOM
3aMerratenbcTBe. COMHEHHUS ¥ HEYBEPEHHOCTh CTOSITI B €T0 TJla3axX, OH HAaYWHAJ BePUTh, UTO HAIIU
CJIOBA HE JIOXKb.

«Brl HE mpuuuHUTE eMy Bpepa?» Crnpocun Hep, He oOpaltast BHUMaHUS Ha [[2KOHA.

«Hukorma, To4Hee... eCJTU OH IOMBITAETCS HABPEOUTH MHE... TOTMA [ia... HO B OCTaJIbHOM BCe OymeT
XOPOIIO,» ¥ 9TO OBITIO MPaBAOM, T HUKOT A He MpUYMHUI Ob Bpena [IKOHY TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO I10
ero BeHaM TeKja KpoBb TaprapueHoB. M3-3a Toro, Kak OH ObIJT BOCIIUTAH, S 3HAJ, YTO MOTY I0BEPSTh
eMy.

«Orert...» [IKOH OBLT Ha I'PaHK, €ro SMOIIUN MEPIAJIk, KaK POXKIOECTBEHCKHNE OTHHU.

«3JT0 mpaBpa, [I2kKoH,» cka3an Hex co cimaboit yineiOKoM, «3Hal, YTO 9TO HUYETo He MEeHseT, s 000
Te0s1, ¥ TH Bcerfa Oymelnrbs MOUM CHIHOM. ¢ He XOTes nraTh Tebe, HO 9TO ObIJT eMHCTBEHHBIN CIIOCO0
cractu Tebs, yoepeub oT Pobepra.»

«Bce 9T0 BpeMmsi... MOst MaTh OblIa IPSIMO MO HAMH... @ S...» 10 JuIy [[KOHA KaTHUJIUCh CIIe3H, «BCe
3TO BpeM4 5 JyMaJl, YTo s OmuOKa... YTO-TO, YEr0 He MOIKHO ObIIO OBITH ...»

«JI&o0H... 51,» cka3an Heq CTapk, TOAXOMs ¥ MHITaACh OOHATE IIAYyIIero MyKUnHY.

«THI T03BOJISNT BCeM MPUYUHSAThL MHe 60mb! Jlequ Ctapk, TeoH, Bce B JoMe, ThI TO3BOJISITT UM
oOpalaTbCs CO MHOM, KakK ¢ MycopoM!» KpUKHY [[2KOH, KOTa THEB B3sJI HaJl HUM BBepX. «M xyxe
BCero OBbIJIO TO, YUTO 5 YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3aCITyKKBAJI 3TOTO.... ToyeMy? Thl MOT ObI CKa3aTh II0
KpanHeu mepe Jlemu Ctapk.»

«YecTHO roBop4, Jlenu CTapk He caMas yMHas XKeHIIMHA B OKPyTe, TaK YTO C ero CTOPOHH! OBIIO
MYZOpPO He TOBOPUTH €ii, HO ONSITH Ke, MOXKeT OHa YMeeT XPaHUTh CEKPETHL, » XOTS 9TO OBLTIO IPaBHOH,
Hep cnipaBnsiiics co BCed 3TOU CUTyaluel JOBOJIBHO I1J10X0. OOHAKO ero pellleHNe He TOBOPUTH JIefU
Crapk OBLIIO BEpHBIM, MO OTIHIT C HEHM TOBOPHJI, UTO OHa yOuma Obl [I2kOHaA, CKa3aB CBOEH CecTpe Wiu
YTO-TO B 3TOM POfie.

«3aTkHuUCh!» Kpukuyn [1x0H.

«JW, 51 3HAI0, YTO Ceiyac THI MepeKuBaellb IMOIMOHAIbHEIM MOMEHT ¥ BCe TaKoe, HO IOmpo0y ele
pas, ¥ s M03HaKOMITIO Tebsi ¢ 3eMJiel, ¥ TIOBeph MHE, TBOM OTHOIIEHHUS C Hel OyIyT MHTUMHBIMH, »



npenynpenun g [1KoHa.
«4 yxpagy 3ty ¢pasy,» ckazan OO0epuH, 3anuchBaeT MOU CJI0OBa Ha IlepraMeHTe.

«JlaBai maguM UM MUHYTKY,» B3[OXHYJA s, PEIIUB JaTh OBYM BOJIKAM BEITOBOPUTHCS. «Y MEHS Takoe
YyBCTBO, UTO €CJIH 5 OCTaHYCh, TO B KOHEYHOM MTOTE BHIOBIO MePbMO U3 IMOIIMOHATIBHOTO TOJPOCTKA,
¥ 51 3HAI0, 4TO OyOy YyBCTBOBATH CE0SI TIJIOXO MO3KE.»

«BrmonHe cmpaBennBo,» yecMexHyIcs OOepuH, cliefys 3a MHOU 110 IIsITaM.
*Kap! M=t octranemcs! Kap!*
*Kap! 9To CTUIIKOM HHTEPECHO, YTOOBI TPOIYCTUTh!*

*IlepXKy mapu, yomonok A yoaput ybmonka B!*
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