ber Jlao [Tao IIpeyBeJIn4eH, HO TEeTKH, IIPECIIEOYIOIIE €TI0, BRITJTIAOEIN CBUPEIIO.

Ba!

Jlao Jao OTKDPBHBIJI IBEPh MAIIIMHBI, 3aCKOYUII BHYTPL U TYT 2K€ 3dBEJI €€.

HeckonbKo pa3 cTapuk Haxall Ha Iefasib ra3a, HO MallliHa He TPOHYJack. PeB MOTOpa Hamyran
TETYIIeK, HO 3TO He OCTAHOBUJIO UX, OHU IIJIEBaJIMCh B MalllMHY ¥ Pyrajid CUJEBIINX B HEH.
BrITIecHYB I'HEB, TETYLIKY YUK IPOYb, IT0 JOMaM.

JIsgH YyaHb IOBEPHYII I'OJIOBY U IIOCMOTpeI Ha Jlao [lao ¢ COMHEeHbeM B Iia3ax.

W3-3a cnyuusmierocs Jlao [lao 6ombile He X0TeNl OPOAUTH 10 OePEeBHE U pacCIpallnBaTh MECTHBIX
xutened. OH MOAOLIEN K XKeHIIYHE C BUAY U3 XOPOIIEX CEMbY, HO TYT XK€ Ha Hero HajeTesu Opyrue
JKEeHIIVHEL.

- O, Boxe! O, Boxe! - B3HOXHYI CTapHK. - £ TOIBHKO [HOCTaNl CBOM MOOUIIBbHEIM Tele(oH U IMoKa3a
dboTorpaduio HECKOJILKUM XKEHIIMHAM, KOTOPhIE MBIJIM OBOIIY, HO BHE3AITHO OHHU IIOLIIY Ha MEHS,
KpHr4da U 30BsI KAKOT'0-TO IapHs, YTOOR OH mpubu MeHs. K cyacThio, s 6bICTpO Oerato, a To, 60CC, MBI
Obl 60JTBIIIE HE YBUIEIIUCH...

TyT cTapuk 3amHyJCs, BCIOMHUB, YTO B IIPOIUILIM pa3 JIsgH YyaHsd CKa3aJsl, 4YTO CMOXKeT BUAETh €ro
[laxKe I0CJle ero CMEPTH.

- Brl 3HaeTe npuunny?

- He 3Halo, - JIsH YyaHb CI0KWI PYKU U 3agyMaiics. Yepe3 HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs ckasan: - Cipocu y
KOT0-HUOYIb.

CTapuk IOCMOTPET Ha HETO: OH HE OCIIBIIIANCI?

- Haiigu Koro-uuOynb, moiMai, IpUTally CIOfa U 3afai BOIPOCH, - moBTOopui JIsH YyaHs C
HETEPIIEHUEM B TOJIOCE.

CTapI/IK B3OPOTHYII. MaMa-noporaﬂ, moBefieHre 60Cca CTaHOBUTCS O0Jlee TUKUM.

Ho cpenp Gemna mHS...

- Bocc, moueMy Obl HaM He [0KAATHCSI HOUM? - cupocui JIao [ao ¢ yrphI3eHUSIMU COBECTH. Temeps y
HETro0 TaK0e YyBCTBO, YTO OH 3alepT B KJIETKE C TUTPOM, U eMY IIPUXOJUTCS TIIATEJIbHO IOA0UPaTh
cnoBa, notoMy 4To JIgH YyaHs cTasn 6ojiee pa3fgpakUTeNIbHEIM U MOXKET IT0TePSITh Hafl CO00H



KOHTPOJIb.

JIgH YyaHb nocMoTper Ha Jlao [Jao ¥ HUYero He cKa3all.

JIao JTao CTIOTHYM CITIOHY. B 9TO BpeMsi OH BCIIOMHUIT CTaporo 60cca, KOTOPBIN TI0OUIT CUETh Ha
CTyJIe UJTM CKaMelKe BO3Jie Mara3WHa ¥ IPeThCs 10 YTPaM Ha CONHHIIIKE. TOT 60CcC OBIT COBEPIIEHHO
IPYTHUM, CTAPUKY CTAJI0 CTPAIIHO.

- JIao Hao... JIao Han cHaudasa IpunapKyeT MallluHy... IOJaJIbIIe.

YBuneB kuBok JIsgH Uyans, JIao [Jao B3moxXHYJ ¢ 061eTYeHNEM, pa3IyMbIBasi, B HE CTOUT JI eMy
IIPOCTO B34Th U yeXaTh?

Ho ecrnu XOpOoMIOo IIOAYMATB, TO €TI0 OThe30 MOZXKET CIIPOBOIIMPOBATE HEYPABHOBEIIEHHOT O 6occa, u
IIPH HBIHENTIHEM €TI0 COCTOAHMNHU KOHEI] CTapUKa MOXKET OBITH HE CIIMIIKOM XOpPOIIKUM.

K coxanenunio CTAapHKa4, eMYy He yOaJIOCh «II0OTPaXaThbCA», HO YOAJIOCh YBUOETH IIPU3PAKA, TaK UTO
IIPOCTO TaK CMEIBATLECSA €MY OBIJIO HEOXOTA.

MamvHa Belexajia Ha HeOOJIbIITYI0 JOPOTY 3a AepeBHel. Briiins u3 Hee, JIao Jao momnnesncs oOpaTHO.

JIsr UyaHb BEHIIIEN M3 MAITUHEL, TPHUCIIOHUICS K OBEPU U MOAKYPUII curapety. OH He Kypuil, PoCTO
Urpaj C CUTapeTod B pyKe, TTIAAs Ha MepLamui oronek. OH HEMHOT'0 PACCTPOUIICS, HO HUYETro He
Mor nogesnaTth. CxKaB KpaCHYI0 TOUKY ITajibllaMU, OH IIOTaCUJI CUTapeTy.

KoHuuku ero namnbiieB OIIyTUJIA XKTY4YIO 00J1b, HO OH HEe 06paTI/ITI Ha Hee BHUMaHUue.

KpacHas BepeBKa Bce ellle Obljla 00MOTaHa BOKPYT ero pyKH, HO ceitdac JIsH UyaHi0 3aX0TEJI0Ch
CXKedb ee 3aXKUTaJIKOH.

Ero sMmoiuu BEIXOOAT U3-TI0M KOHTPOJIA, eMy CJI0O2KHee X KOHTPOJIUPOBATh.

HeoxupnauHbM 00MeH TelaMy, IIyCTh U BDEMEHHHIN, Tausl B cebe Takyio OO0JbIIYyI0 CKPHITYIO
OIIaCHOCTE.

U 9Ta CKpHITast OIACHOCTh yKe MPOSBUIACE.

Jlao ao npuuiocs KoaTh foiaro. [IpumMepHo Yepes yac OH IIPUHEC XKEeHIUHY COPOKa JIeT, KoTopas
XOfua 1o MOJIIo.

JIsio Tao 6pocur ee y Hor JIsH Yyans, u JIssH YyaHb BCIIOMHMUJI, YTO 3TO ObINIa OfHA U3 TETOK, KOTOpas



mpecienoBana ¢ HoxkoM Jlao [lao.

Jlao [ao cTosm psagoM, CTpax OKYThIBaJl ero. YeCTHO roBOPS, B IIOCIENHUY pa3, KOrga OH fAesiajl 4To-
TO HE3aKOHHOE, 3T0 OblNla e3ma 6e3 mpaB. Temnepb OH Hayall MOXUINATD JIIOOEH... CITUIIKOM
3axBaThIBAIOIIE.

- Bocc, mouemy Obl HaM He HaWTu 60Jjiee YKPOMHOE MeCTO, YTOOB! 3a1aTh BOMIPOCEHI?

JIsau ‘{yaHL HE OTBETHII. ,]:[OCTaB U3 MalllUHBI GYTBIJ'IKY MHHepaHBHOIZ BOOEBI, OH OTKPYTHJII KPHIIIKY U
BBIJIAJI BOOY IIPSAMO Ha JIMIO TETYIIKH.

Kenmmuna 6vicTpo npuiina B cebsi. OG7I0KOTUBIINCH O MAIlIMHY, OHA IIOMbITaach BCTaTh, HO YBUIEB
nepep cob60l OBOUX MYXKUMH, 3allaHMKOBaNa. XOTsS MECTO, T{ie CTOsIjIa MallliHa, ObIII0 MaJIoIIOHbIM,
ee KpUK MOT MPUBJIeYb BHUMaHUE.

Bax!

JIsiH YyaHb CXBaTHU/ KEHIIIMHY 3a BOJIOCH ¥ yIapUJI €€ JTUI[OM O JBEPIY MALIUHEL. Pa3mancs riayxoi
3BYK, XKEHIIWHA OblIa OTJTyIIeHa.

Jlao JJao CTOsJI B CTOPOHE U YyBCTBOBas ce0s HEJTOBKO. bocc, KaxkeTcs, CcTall pa3fpaxuTenbHee?

Jlao [Tao B3rIgHYI Ha MOMSATYIO ABEPh MALIUHEL, KOTOPYIO OH B3sJ1 HAIIPOKAT. Y HEro 3alleMusio
cepile, Tak Kak IIPH BO3BPAIeHUM MAIIWHBI IPUAETCS 3aIJIaTUTD 3a yIepo, a 9T0 IOTeps JeHer.
Kakoe pacTounTensCcTBO!

W3 HOoCa XKeHIIIUHE TeKIa KPOBbL, Ha €€ JIKIe ITIOSABUIIOChE BRIDAXKEHNEe y2Kaca.

OHa HaKOHeIl ITOHJIa, YTO cpenb Oera mHs OblIa IMOXMINeHa HeganieKko OT goMal

- THL... XOYEIllb... - ellle He TaK JJaBHO S3BUTENIbHAS TeTKa IPeBPaTUIach B POOKYIO TEPEMenKy, B ee
cepple 3aKpauch TPEBOXKHbBIE MBICITH.

- Kto ona? - JIsu Uyans monoxun TenedoH ¢ portorpaduent nepen TeTeu.

- 9TO Mep3Kasd CyKa! - 3apyranach XKeHIIMHA, e4Ba B3TIIHYB Ha GOTO.

Bax!

JINIT0 KEHITWHLI CHOBA KOCHYJIOCh OBEPITEI MaIlTMHEI.



Y Jlao Tao pa3bosesncs 3y6, Kak TOIBKO OH IIPECTABUJI, UTO JeHeT MPUAETCS 3allIaTUTh OOJbIIe.

- THL... THI €€... UTO... KTO? - HOC KEHIIIUHEI pacmyX, JIUIIO IMOKPHIBAJIOCE CUHAKAMH, a U3 HOCa TEKJIHN
COIITH.

bax!

TpeTuit KOHTAKT C MaIIUHOM.

- OTBeTSD, CTApIIAs CecTpa, He HYKHO [esaTh, Kak Apyrue, - Jlao [1ao 6obille He MOT 3TOTO
BBIHOCHTD. OH IIBITAJICSI PA3TOBOPUTH XKEHIIMHY, ODHOBPEMEHHO CcoXkaJsiesi B CBoeM cepaile 06 apeHe
MaluHbL. JIydiie OB OH B351JI HAIIPOKAT QYProH, TOTfa IPUIIIOCh Obl MEHBIIIE TIJIaTUTh.

- Ee 30ByT Xya JIun.

- [Ipoponxai, - cka3an JIsH UyaHs.

- OHa... OHa MepTBa.

B ator momeHT rna3a JIgH UyaHs BCIBIXHYIA KpacHBIM. OH yKe He MOT' KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh CBOU
SMOIIMH, ¥ OTBET XKEeHIIWHBI TPOOYANI THEB, KOTOPHIN NIpsATajCsS TTIyO0KO B Cepalle.

KoHeuHO, OH 3HaJI, 4YTO OHa MepTBa. Mora ¥ [OyIia XUBOT0 YeJI0BEKa BEIPBATHCS U OBITH
3aTOYEHHOM B cayHe, B Gacceiine?

- Kak oHa ymepia? - CTapuK B3T/IsSHYI Ha JIaH YyaHs, MOCIEIIHO CIpallrBas XXeHimuHy. Eciu 6occ B
SIpocTH YObeT Koro-Hubymb, pa3se He OymeT OH COOOIIHUKOM?

- [ToBecunacs... [ToBecunacs, - poOKO OTBEeTHUJIA KEHIIMHA. - [loBecuiach B COOCTBEHHOM [IOME.
[IByx3TaxXHbI! KUPIUYHLIY JOM B 3allaflHOX YaCTH [IePeBHU NpUHanIekuT ed. OHa yMepra gecsAaThb
JIeT Ha3af,.

- Tel ee HeHaBUAULIL? - cripocus JIsgH YyaHs.

- { HeHaBUXKY... HeT-HeT-HeT... { He HEHaBUXKY... - TETyIIKa Oblla B3BOJTHOBaHa, CHayasla HEMHOI0, a
3aTeM CUIbHee 3aHepBHUYana. OHa He MOrJjla IIOHATH, KTO €U IPUXOOATCSA CTapUK U MyXKYKHA,
II03TOMY He 3HaJjla, KaK 0TBedaTh.

- Ckaxwu mpaBay, - JIao Jlao moxyomnasn TeTeHbKY 110 Iiedy. - Eciu He X04elllb yMepeTh, CKaxku
paBay.



HWcnyraHHas XeHIIHHA 3aapoxKaa.

- OHa... OHa OTIIpaBuUja MOETO CHIHA... B TIOPbMY... ITOKA... TI0Ka... ellle He BBIIIE], - JKeHIIUHa CKa3aa
IpaBfy.

- 9T0 OBITT HE TOIBKO TBOM CHIH? - JIsH YyaHb cripocus, motomy uto Jlao [lao mpecimemoBasa He
TOJIBKO OHa.

- Bcero meBsiTh... OBIIM ITOCAXKEHH! €10, - )KEHIIIMHA T'OBOPUIIa TBEPHO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MOTJIa
OBITH CHOBa M30KTa. - OHa CyKa, KOTOpasi coBpalllajia feTel B JepeBHE, BHIIPAIlIMBajla Y HUX IeHbIU
U ofleXkny, a 3aTeM Opocasia. OgHaXKAkl OHA IOLIIA ¥ 3asBUIa HA HUX B TOJTUIINI0, OHU ObLIIN
apecToBaHbl U OCYyXkKeHHl. [[0 cux mop... Tl BCe ellle B TIOPbME, MOU MaJIbllll, TBOSI 2KU3Hb
HecYacTHa... - XKeHIIMHA IPYCTHO 3ariakania.

Coba3usna?

Jlao JJao oT yauBieHus OTKPBUI poT. OH BUOEN XKEHIIUHY-IIpU3paKa ¥ 3HaJl, YTO II0CJie CMEPTH
YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM CTAHOBUTCS IIPU3PAKOM, He CTAHOBUTCS HU CTapIlle, HA MOJIOXKE, TI03TOMY OH
3HaJI, KaK BHITJIsAMeNIa yMepIas JeByIIKa.

[To BHeIIHEMY BUY IIpU3paKa, 3aTOYEHHOT0 B GacceiiHe, He OO U YeTHIpHAALATH JieT. Kak 3To
BO3MOXKHO?!!

'naza JIsu I‘IY{:\HFI 3aropejiuCh KPaCHBIM, U JIMIO XKEHIIWHB MTHOBEHHO 3dCTHIJIO.

- Tel ynasna u pa3buna cebe nuio, - ckasan JIsH YyaHs.

-4 yIiajla 1 pa361z1na cebe U1, - IIOKOPHO ITIOBTOPHUJIA KEHIHWHA.

JIsiH YyaHb CHOBA CXBaTHJI €€ 3a T'0JIOBY U yJapuy O ABEPIy MAIlKHEL, [I0CJIe YeTro OTIIYyCTUI
TIOTEPSIBIIYIO CO3HAHUE XKEHINUHY.

JIsan Yyans cen B MamuHy, a JIao [lao, 6pocuB mociemHUM B3I Ha JIeXKalllylo Ha 3eMJie XKeHIUHY
0e3 co3HaHus, OBICTPO MTOCIIeIOBa 3a HUM.

Ha aToT pa3 oHM mombexaiu K CeJly ¢ 3amajia, ¥ BCKOpe YBUENH ABYX3TaXKHOe 3MaHue U3 KPacHOTO
KUPIINYa.

JIsan Yyans u Jlao [1ao BHIIIKA W3 MaIIWHBL ¥ BOLIIN BHYTPb. [10 opore K fOMy OHHU 0OJIbIle HUKOTO
U3 IePEeBEeHCKUX He BCTPETUJIIH.



- Mama-goporas, II0xXoxe, B 3TOM IoMe HUKTO He JKUBET, - CTaPUK TPOHYJI cebs 3a Moa00pOAOK.
IIBeps moMa ObIzIa CJIOMaHa, a OBOP 3apoc OypbsHOM. Ha mepBhIit B3TIISIH, 9TO OB 3a0POIIeHHbIH
CTaphbIU JOM.

JIstn UyaHb opoLIes ¥ TOJIKHYJI CTapyIo OBEPh, HA KOTOPOU yKe HaBHO He OBITIO CTEKIIA.

T'octuHas Oblna MyCcTOM, He OBIJIO IaXKe CTAPHIX CTYIbeB. KaXkeTcs, 4YTO ceMbsi, KOTOpasi XKuia 3[ech,
IaBHO Iepeexasna.

Ha ctene Bucutr IMOPTpPET bomxucaTTBH ryaHBI/IHB, HO 0OJIBbINAST €r0 YacCTh OTBAIUIIACD.

JIsn YyaHb MIPOIIECS 10 OCTaTbHBIM KOMHATaM, Bce OHU ObM IMycCTHL. JIao [lao B TOCTUHOM 3aKypHII
CHTapeTHl OfHY 3a Apyrou. [lepen ero rima3amu cTosia KapTuHa, Kak JIsH YyaHb CHOBa U CHOBA
XBaTaeT KeHIIWHY 3a BOJIOCH U ObeT JIULIOM O OBepb MaluHy. [Iyratmas KapTHHa.

Kaxertcst, 6occ cxomguT ¢ ymal!

[TpoCcTOSIB B TOCTUHOM HEKOTOPOE BPeMsi, CTAPUK IIOYYBCTBOBAJ JIETKY10 00 B 11ee. [IPOTSIHYB PYKY,
OH IIOTEP IIEIO.

JIau YyaHb, IPOBEPUBILUY IOM, BEPHYJICSA B TOCTHUHYIO.

- Mama-moporas, 6occ, y JIao Tao Tak 60Ut miesi. Y MeHsI, HaBepHOe, IeHHBIN X0HAPo3. YeM cTapiie
oy, TeM O0JIblle y HUX Tpo0IeM.

JIsu ‘{yaHL MOJI4a IIOOHAJI TOJIOBY ¥ YBUOEJI CBUCAIOIIYIO C KPBIIIHA TOCTHHOH OEBYIIKY.

IeByuika Oblyia OffeTa B AJIMHHOE KPACHOE IIaThe. ITO OBIJIO €6 caMoe KPAaCHBOE IJIAThE.

OHa mpuHSsIa OyII ¥ BEIMBIIACh JOYKCTa. YKucTas ¥ HeBUHHAS, OHA HafleNa Mo0UMYI0 OeX Iy,
3aBsI3alia Ha HEeXKHOM 0esIol 1iee y3e, a 3aTeM, OTTONKHYIach HOTaMK OT ITOCTABIEHHBIX APYT Ha
IpyTa CTYJbEB.

Teno ee 3aTpeneTano...

OHo TpsceTcs, TpACETCH...

CnoBHO pebOeHOK, KOTOPOTO Kayalu Ha Kadyessx...

Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 ee HUKTO He Kadall.



Horwu pmeByIlKa packauyuWBaKCh BIiepe-Ha3afl...

Ona 0n1a OOCUKOM H...

ITonoxeHue MmanblieB HOT, KOTOPEIE PACKAYHBAJIMNCh B BO3OYyXE...

BrIIy TOYHO TaM Xe, IIe celdyac HaXOOulach Ies CTapuKa.

- Mama-moporasi, 1mesi 60JTUT CUITbHEE, - CTAPUK C CUJION yHapui cebs mo mee. - Bocc, s He
oOMaHBIBaIO ¥ HE AYPIO BaC, 3TO Ha CaMOM [iejie GOJIbHO.
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