[Tpubnuxasce K ['opony CmepTH, Ipoc cpa3y e CKPHII CBOE IPUCYTCTBUE U XOTh Ha HEM BCE €Ie
OBl apTedakT, KOTOPHIH gan eMy ['anakpoHA, HO Mar He CTaJl pacciabmisiThCs, Begb y HETo He OBLIO
npaBa Ha omuOKy. [103TOMy, TOMUMO KOPOHEL, OH TakK Ke Ofie]l U CBOM CTaphle apTe(aKTh.

U ocTaHOBUBIIKCEH B ITape KMJIOMETPOB OT ropofa, MyK4KMHa BHadaJle PeLInsI IoHa0onaTh 3a o0mein
CUTYyaluel, a yxKe Mocjie COCTAaBUTh IJIaH TPOHUKHOBEHUS.

B maHHBEIM MOMEHT, OTPOMHBIM TOPO, OB CO BCeX CTOPOH OKPY2KeH OoraMu caMbIX Pa3HbIX PAHTOB, a
TaK e YeTHIPhMS OCTPOBKaMH, Ha KOTOPHIX paclojiarajauch OTPOMHBIE 3laHus U3 KOTOPHIX TUTaH
OLIyINaJ MPUCYTCTBUE B0XKeCTB, YbM YPOBHU Maruu, ObIIM B HECATKH pPa3 BHIIIE, UEM Y OCTaNlbHbEIX. U
TAKHUX UCTOYHUKOB, ObIIO POBHO YETHIPE, IOJTHOCTHIO OATBEPKAAIOIINE MBICIIH JpOoca.

TuTaH, MOT BUJIETh, UTO ceiidac, uX HebobIlas «BoiHa» Obljla BpEMEHHO NMPUOCTAHOBIIeHA, XOTS U
ropoy ObIT OKPY2KEeH MHOXKeCTBOM 60T0oB. Ho KoHEUHO AHKCelaMa He TePIEeN 9TH HalagKH, Tak Kak
10 BCEMY ero IMPOCTPAHCTBY, TaK ke OBUIM pacCpemoToYeHs 00T, a Ha 3eMJIe ¥ KPHIIIaxX, MOXKHO
OBLIO YBUIETH IIYIIKH, Ja U caM Iopofl, OB OKPYKEH He cabriM 6aphep, Kyma CHUIbHEee IPOIIIoro,
YTO MOAYEPKUBAJIO HANIPSIKEHHOE «HACTPOEHUE» BO BCeH 3TOM cUTyauuu. Bemb, maxe emy ObIIO
TsI2K€eJI0 B 3TOM BOWHE, KOTMla OH CaM He MOT y4acTBOBATh B MOIHYIO CUJTY, UTO U [ejIajio aTakKu
yeThpex boXeCTB, OBOJIbHO YOAYHBIMHU.

«XM... HaJIo TIOM0XOATh, TIOKAa OHY BHOBb HE TPOMO/IKAT BOMHY, CEHMYac JTIydIlle 3aTaUThC...» - XMyPO
TIOyMaJl TUTAH ITOCMOTPEB Ha OMH U3 «Jlarepe», 3 KOTOPOT'O BHIIIEN IIOXKUIION CTapUK, a IoCIIe,
YTO-TO MPOILIENTAB MyKUYKHE 1M03aau cebsi, C TOr0 OCTPOBKA, B TOT K€ MUT BHUIETETH MHOXKECTBO
Boros, HayaBIre aTaKOBLIBATh Oaphep APYTHe Ke, HaXOOsAIIuecs: B TOPoae, CTalu OTOMBATHCS, -
«BuguMo, MHe He MMPUAETCS XKAATh...» - JOBOJIbHO IMIPUIIYPHUBIIICEH, DPOC BHOBD ITPOIOIKHUI
NBUKEHHE, IT0Ka He J0JIeTeI 0 IIePBOTo Psifia «COJIMAT» ¥ BHOBb, OH OCTAHOBHUJICS, YTOOBI MOXKIATHCS
HY2KHOTO MOMEHTa, Korfja OMTBa HauHET HabupaTh 060POTHL...

Y BHOBB, Mary He IPHIIIOCH MHOTO XAaTh. BeOb OH OIIyIIasi, 4TO ¥ C OCTAJIbHEIX TPEX OCTPOBKOB
BBIJTETETM OOTM ¥ IIPUCOENUHUINCE K aTakKe, HO, MyK4YHHA TaK 3Ke 3aMeTHJI, YTO HeOOoJIbIIast YacTh,
cpa3y ke 3ajieTesa moj ropol, HO YTO OBIIO CAaMBIM HHTEPECHBIM, OH He CMOT MX BOOOIIe
TIOYYBCTBOBATh, CJIOBHO, YTO-TO CKPHIBAJIO UX MIPUCYTCTBUE. U €T0 9TO 3aMHTEPECOBATIO0, I03TOMY
TUTAH IOCJIeIOBa/ 3a HUMH, [T0Ka TPYIINa BO3TIaB/IsieMas MAThI0 BEICIIUMY 00raMy He OCTaHOBUIIACh
mof; 6aphEPOM.

«OHU He MONKHH HAac 3aCeyb, IOMHUTE Halll IIJIaH, HUKAKOW CaMOIesTeIbHOCTH, eC/IA HaC 3aCeKyT,
TO MBI MEPTBEI!» - CTPOTO, EPeas MLICJIEHHO KOMaHIUD, OFETHIH BO BCE YEPHOE.

OcranbHble 60TH XMYpPO KUBHYJIH U THTAH, CTOSIINAN B NECATH MeTPaX, TaK XKe KUBHYII, Beb My,
BJIafIEIOIIEMY Maruel pa3yMa, He COCTaBUIIO OOJIBIIOTO TPy/Ia TepeXBaTUTh MEICTIEHHYIO ITepeaavy,
Ia elllé ¥ B TaKOH OJIM30CTH.

«4l v He gyMmar, 4To MHe Oy[eT TaK BECTH...» - C Y/IBIOKOH, TOAyMas Mar, 3aMeTUBIINY YEPHHIN Ky0 B

pyke nugep, - «410 310?»

Kak TOMbKO TOT MPUIIOKHUI TEMHBIN ITpeaMeT K 0apbepy, TO B TOT 3Ke MHUT, IIOCTIETHUN CTal
IIOTJIOIAThCS KyOoM, TI0Ka ero pasMep He YBEJIUYHUJIICS 10 TPEX METPOB U OH HMCYe3, OCTaBUB



MeJIEHHO BOCCTAHABIMBAOIIMICS TPOXO/, Yepe3 KOTOPHIH JOBOIBHO GBICTPO Mpobpauck 60Ty, a 3a
HUMHU 1 IPOC, KOTOPHIHM, KaK TOJIBKO OKa3aJICs BHYTPH, C KAKOMN-TO Jaxe KaJI0OCThI0 IIOCMOTPEIT Ha
«CBOHMX ITOMOIIHUKOB», Belb MECTOM, Ky[la OHU yrafunu, Oblyla Ta camas 6ubIroTeKa, B KOTOPOM OH B
IIPOIIJIBIM Pa3 BCTPETHUIICS C AHKCEIaMOu.

«BOT 9T0 ¥ Ha3BIBAETCS HEBE3EHWEM, HO HE IJIST MEHS...» - YCMEXHYBIIUCH, Mar MMOKUHYJI I'PYIIITY
60roB U CTaJ 0OCMaTPUBAThCS B IIOMCKaX CBOET0 Bpara, KOTOPHIM, KakK Obl 9TO He OBIJIO YAUBUTEIBHO,
OTCYTCTBOBAJI, HO MyXK4H1HA, He CMeJl paccinabinsaThcs, - «9TO CTPAHHO, HO JIafHO, I KaK pa3 X0Tes
B3TJISHYTh HA KOE-4TO...»

[Tpomorkas epeBUTraThC MEXKIYy KHUXKHBIMU TI0JIKaMU, Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO CEKYHI, OH [IOJIeTel 10
TO# caMOM OTPOMHOM KHUTH, HaXOOsAIIasics Ha CTEeHe B IIeHTpe 3aia. Mar OblJT yBEPEH, UTO B 3TOH
KHUTe, ObIJIO YTO-TO 0COOEHHOE, Belb He 3PS, Ta Obljia 3alullleHa HEBUIUMEBIM IT0JIEM, Yepe3
KOTOPOE, HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJTO HUYET0 Pa3rsleTh.

«XoTenmoch OB KOHEYHO 3arJITHYTh BHYTPh, HO 6010CH, YTO S cpa3y oOpalny Ha ce0s1 BHUMaHUe
AHKcenaMHL.. Hafio 6yaeT He 3a0BITh 3a0paTh €€, KaK 3aKOHUY», - 00€PHYBIIKUCH, B3r/IA dpoca mas
Ha BOLIEOIIUX C HUM OOTOB, KOTOPHIE B JAHHBI MOMEHT PaCKULIBAIY 0 BCell 6uONIUOTEKE KaKyI0-TO
JKUIOKOCTB, @ TaK 2Ke PacCTaBIsIIN YepHble KyObl Ha KaXIoM oJKe, - «OHU XOTAT YHUUTOXKUTD 3TO
MECTO... HeIjI0Xasi KOHeYHO Ues», - 3aJyMYHUBO KUBHYII Mar, - «[IoMIUMO 3HAHWY HAKOIIJIEHHKIX 3a
COTHH TBHICSIY JIET, OHU TaK K€ OTBIIEKYT BCE CHJIBI AHKCEJIaMHI, IaB IIaHC IPOOUTHCS Yepe3 O6apbep...
HEIIJI0XO0, HO...» - OMUH U3 BrIciux Boros moaieTesn K TOMy MeCTY, THe CTOSIJI Mal' ¥ Tak e
TIOCMOTPEJI Ha KHUTY, a [0CJie IPOTSHYI PYKY, - «BoT neburl...» - MpUKPHIB I'7la3a U MOKa4yaB I'0JI0BOH,
TUTAH OTJIETENI B CTOPOHY.

- THI YTO TBOPHIIB!? - TPOCTHO IPOPHIYA KOMAHANUD, 3aMETUBIINY HeHCTBUS CBOETO MOTYMHEHHOTO,
HO yXke ObLJIO TTI03[HO.

ToT uguoT, maxe u IMUCKHYTH HEe YCIIeJI, KaK II0CJie KaCaHus, €ro IIOTTIOTHUII TEMHBIN CBET, 3a
MT'HOBEHHE YHI/I‘-ITO}KI/IBU.II/If/'I Bbora.

- Yépr! AKTuBH...! - HO KOMaHAUD, Jaxe OOTOBOPUTH He YCIIell, KakK ero rojioBa IpoCTo UcUe3na, U U3
men (OHTAHOM BEIpBajaCh KPOBb, OPOCHB OlMKaliiire HeCKOIbKO METPOB, @ IIOCJIE C TIyXUM 3BYKOM,
TEeJIO yIaJIo Ha 3eMIII0.

Y B 6ubnuoTeke HacTymula rpoboBas THlMHA. Bce O0ru, yBUAEBIINE CMEPTh KOMaHKWpa, Ha
MI'HOBEHHE 3aCThIIM, YTO CTAJIO eIé OJHOM ¢aTaabHOM OIIMOKOM, CTOSINAs UM KHU3HEH, BeIb 3a 9TO
«MTHOBEHME» BCEX WX IOTJIOTUII TEMHBIA BUXPh, a TIOCJIe B IIEHTPE 3aJia MOSBUIICS U caM AHKCeJlaMa.

- Hennoxwue urpymkw, - ¢ ynei6koi mpoTsHyn Bor CMepTH, B3gB OOUH U3 Ky0OB B PYKY, - Marus
Paznoxenus, COKpHTUS U Pa3pylleHus... ”HTepeCHOe CoYeTaHue... CTaphlil MpoxBocT TaHaTtoc...
JKasb, 4TO 5 TaKOe yKe OXKUOall...

«HW gTO Xe menath?» - Habmiomas 3a 60roM, IyMas Mar, Beib B JaHHBI MOMEHT, TOT ObIJT Ha CTOPOXKE
1 Ob110 OBI OITACHO ceyac HalafaTh, @ OTKPEITO C HUM CpaXkaThCsl, IPOC CYUTAJI TTIYIIOCTEIO, Befb
TOT BCE eIllé SIBJISJICS [JIS HeTO CTPAIIHLIM BparoM, - «XM...?» - [0 CIIMHe Mara IIpolia Jierkas
IPOXKb, Befb celiuac, AHKceslaMa CMOTpPeJI IIPSIMO Ha HEro U YXMBIJISJICS.

- Tel pemmn cam MIPUUTH, Oa?



«3ameTun!?» - MOKUPOBAHO BOCKIKUKHYI B yMe TUTaH, a IT0CJIe BHOBb BCTPETUBIINCH B3TIIO0M, Mar
OBICTPO B3s17T ce0sI B PYKH, - «BCé XKe, MeHBIIIETro He CTOMIIO 0KUIATh, €ro TakK MPOCTO He 0OMaHYTh...»
- TIyO0KO B3[OXHYB, OH IOTSIHYJICS K KOPOHE, IIPU 3TOM CXKaB KyJaK, B KOTOPOM MaTepHan30BaJICs
KMHXKaJl, - «Pa3 Tak, To gaBali HaUHEM!» - ¥ KOoTa Ipoc yxKe cobpasics CHITDh €€, pa3fajics Iojoc
3aCTaBUBLINY MYXKYUHY 3aMepeTh, Belb OH IIPO3ByYas 3a ero CIuHOM.

- OX0-X0-X0... MEeHS O6Hapy}KI/IJ'II/I... HEeIIJIOXO0, THI 1 IIPaBOa CTAJl Kyoa CHUJIbHEE YEM PaHBIIIE...

MepnneHHO 00ePHYBIIKCE, Mar YBUIE IMOXKKUIJIOT0 MyKYKUHY, C ITHHHBEIM CEIBIMUA BOJIOCAMHU U OOPOIOM
mo mosica. Ha HEéM Oblyla TOBOJIBHO IIJIOTHAS OfeXK[a, IIPeACcTaBIIsiolas U3 ce0st TEMHBIH IITAll 10
KOJIEH C IIMPOKUM II0SICOM U C TEMHO-30JI0TO# 00BOOKOM IO KpasiM. Ha Horax, y Hero Oblyix BEICOKHE,
YepHHIE CalloTH, a B pyKe TOT epzKaJjl IePEBSHHBIM T0COX.

«Yept Bo3bpMu! { ero gaxe He 3aMeTu!» - KPEIIKO CxKaB KMHXKaJl, IIOKMPOBAHO ITOAyMan 9poc,
OTOHMS B CTOPOHY, IIPOIIYCTHB CTapuKa, - «Hamo OBII0 cpa3y MUCII0Ih30BaTh IEMOHUYECKYIO opMy...»

- TaHaTOC... TAK rOBOPUIIIh, OYOTO paHbllle ITPEBOCXOIUI MEHS, - BRICOKOMEPHO 3aipaB IOI00POI0K
BBEPX, C YCMEIIKOi MPOou3HEC AHKCelaMa, I'Jla3da KOTOPOT0 Ha MIHOBEHKE BCIBIXHYIN U YEPHBIH
cTOJI0 Maruu B TOT K€ MUT yIIaj Ha CTapHK.

- Kak Bcerpia, HUKako CoepKaHHOCTH, - HalIpaBUB IT0COX BBEPX, U3 HET'O BEIPBAJICS CEPHIN CBET,
KOTOPBIN ITPEBpPATUIICS B 6apbep U 3a0I0KUPOBAN aTaKy, XOTb U C HEOOIBIIUM TPYHOM, O KOTOPOM
TOBOPUJTU TPEIIUHEI 110 BCEX ITOBEPXHOCTH.

- Hennoxo, BUXKy, Te Tpoe MOAENUIIUCEH C TOOOM CUIION... HO, HeyKeJu TH 3a0blT 0 TpaBuiax
[TycToT®I?

- A s Hamasn Ha Tebs U ILITaNICsS Y6I/ITB? ThI HepBbeI MEHS aTaKOBaAJl, TdK YTO, HAPYIINUTEIIb 30€Ch THI.

- U npaBpa... kakas 2KAJIOCTbD! - mpokpuyas OH IIOCIeIHee CII0BO U BCE ITOMEIleHKe MOTI0THIIa
ThbMa, MHOXKECTBO YEPHKIX KT'YTOB BHICTPENIUIIM CO BCEX CTOPOH, TPEBPATUBIINUCEH B OCTPHIE KOJIbS U
YCTPEMHUITHCH ITPSIMO B TaHaTOCa, KOTOPHIM BHOBB CO31asl Oaphep, HO Ky[a IJIOTHee mepBoro, - Ho
moKa 51 Tebs1 He yObl0, TO HUKAKOT0 HapylIeHus He 6ymeT... YEPTOB CTapUKaIllKa, 3@ 9TH MECSIIEI, ThI
XOPOIIIEHbKO MHE ITOTPemas HepBHl, TakK YTO, 51 OT AYIIN ITOBECETIOCH C TOOOM... IIpeBpallly TBOE TEJIO B
peleTo, OTOPBY PYKHU U HOTH, BEIPBY I'Jla3a U A3BIK, HO OCTABIIIO B JKUBBIX.

- AHKCeJlaMa, BCE-TaKH KU3Hb, TBOIO IICUXUKY HEIJIOXO TaK IOTpelnaja, pa3 Takoi Opeln HeCEllb, -
yCTajo B3[0OXHYB, MpobopMoTan cTapuk, - Korga-To uMeHHO s momor Tebe ctaTh Cymabéit [y, Ho 3a
TIOCJIeIHNE THICSUENIeTHS, Thl CJIOBHO COIIEN C YMa, 4TO ¢ ToO60M mpou3011io, AHKCenaMa?

- JItoOHIIIb XK€ THI «ITIOTOBOPUTEL», HO S OTBEYY, Be[lb Thl BCE PABHO He YHMAEIIh OTCIOHA LeJbIM. .. -
B3MaxHYB PYKOH, Ilepell HUMU BHOBb IIOSBUJIACh Ta OTPOMHAs KHUTQ, - ¢ HaIlEN e€ COPOK... - eT0
JIAJIOHb JIeTJIa Ha 00JI0XKKY, - ...ITSTh THICSAY JIeT Ha3ax B TémMHoM IIpocTpaHCTBE, UMEHHO U3 HEeé s
y3HaJ mpaBay 00 9TOM MUpe, a TakK e CIIoco0 IMOKUHYTh ero... BO3BLICUTCS B BeicIIui Mup... CTATD
HACTOAIIUM BOT'OM, YbiA CUJIA B PA3EI TIPEBOCXOIWUT UCTUHHOI'O BOT'A!

- BoT KaKk u 4TO ke TpebyeTcs AJIst 3TOT0 «BO3BHIIMIEHUI»? [[a ¥ C Yero THI B35J1, YTO B TOM KHUTE
mpaBga?

- [IpaBpma 3TO UK HET, s Y3HAIO [IOTOM, @ €CJIU 3TO 0KaXKETCS JIOXKBIO, TO... S IPOCTO YHUUYTOXKY
[TycToty, - c 6e3yMueM Ha JIHIle OH IIOCMOTPEIT Ha B3OPOTrHYBIIEero TaHATOCa, KOTOPOMY OT B3TJIsfa
Bora CmepTu ctano He 1o cebe.



- TsI comén ¢ yma, AHKceJlaMa... - IoKa4aJ rojioBoi 60r, 13 mocoxa KOTOPOTro BEIpBalach BOJIHA
Cepoii Maruu, YHUUTOXKUBIIIAS 3a IMapy CEKYHA BCe KOJIbSI U ThMY, a II0CJIe BHICTPENUII B HEDO.

He mpomio u mecsiTka CEKYH[, KaK B 3ajie MOSBUIIUCH e1llé Tpoe boxkecTB, oOKpyxkuire bora
CwMmepTu.

- Pemmminu B 4eTBEPTOM MeHs MofmaBUTh? Brl ke Temubie boru, Kak u 51, HO CTPEMUTECH MEHS
OZ0NETh...

- Ecnu THI [OOBEIILCS CBOEH LIeNIH, TO U MBI IIOTUOHEM.
- U npaBpa, He nogyMaJl.

- AHKcenlama, Thl TOYHO Ge3yMell, - C YCMEIIKON MPOou3HEC Apyroe BoxkecTBo, 0IeToe B TEMHBIN IIJTalll
U UMelolllee COBEPIIEHHO OeJible PYKH, C YePHBIMU HOTTSIMH, - BUXKY, TH IOTJIOTU HE Maso ayl... Ho
TBI BUTUMO 3a0BIJI, YTO STUM, THI JIUIIb ITOTEPSEIIL CBOI0 «MHOUBHAAYaIbHOCTh», B MOPE MEICTIEH
IpUHaAiIeXalluxX IPyTuM AyIiaM, Bedb Thl y2Ke Hadajl CXOOUTh C yMa.

- [1151 Ha4yana, ero CTOMT OCTAaHOBUTH, @ yKe II0CJie PeUIUM, KT0 3aiMéeT posb Cynsu [y, - cKasan
npyro# 60r, Ha IIee KOTOPOT'O BUCETIO 0KepeJibe U3 YePEIoB.

- CornaceH! - omHOBpeMEeHHO KUBHYH Tpu boxkecTsa.
- O... maBHO yke 1mopa OBIJI0, a TO BHl BCE TPEIJIUTECh U TPEIJIETECH...

«CTOUT ITOKa OTCTYIUTb...» - HAOIIoas 3a XJeUlylen aypoit u3 Ten AT BoXXecTB, TUTaH [TOBOJILHO
OBICTPO OTJIETEII B CTOPOHY, HO IIPXA 9TOM I'OTOBSCH B 110601 MOMEHT BCTYIUTh B O0M, Befib IpocC
O4YeHb COMHEBAJICS, YTO T€ MATEPO, CMOTYT 0f0yieTh bora CMepTu. BRIMOTaTh UM PAaHUTH, [a, HO
0[I0JIeTh, HET, TaK KaK 3a TO BpeMs, [T0Ka TUTAH CTAHOBHUJICS CHUIbHEe, AHKCeJaMa TakK 3Ke He CTOSII
Ha MeCTe U TIOTJIONIall CUJIbHbIe [YIIH, Belb TOT ITOHKUMAJI, YTO BCKOPE eMy MPeICTOUT TSIKEmas
OUTBa, TI03TOMY OH U TOTOBUJICS K Xy[IIEMY...

He mpominio u ceKyHObl, KaK TPU CUJIy9Ta UCYE3NIH U B CIEAYIOMINM MUT CTOJIKHYJIKUCH B Hebe, IBa
opyrux boxecTBa, OCTaBIIUXCS Ha CBOUX MeCTaxX, OQHOBPEMEHHO aTaKOBaJIU C 36MJIU, BEICTPEJIUB
TEMHBIN U CEePBIN JIyYHd, YTO IO MyTH 00beqUHUNINCE U yaapunu no bory CmeprH...

BruManue! ITOT mepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.
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