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— A KT0 3T0? — C HHTEePeCOM CIIPOCHUIL 3poc, CMOTPA Ha CTapHKa U JIIOfleH, 4TO TJIa3ejid Ha Hero, Kak
Ha MeCCHIO.

— BoI He 3HaeTe...? — YOUBIEHHO MPOTSHYIA CIyXKaHKa, — IT0 MacTep ['BUH, OMUH U3 TPEX TYUIINX
apTedhaKTOPOB CTPAHBI, 3aHUMAIOIINI BTOPOE MECTO, OH CO3[aJl OrPOMHeliIIee KOTUYEeCTBO
apredakToB, UTO OBITM TPOMAHE HA HALIEM ayKIHOHE, BO3MOXKHO, laxke Bbl €My He COIePHUK, —
B3BOJITHOBAHHO OTBETHJIA OHA, C 0JIaroroBeHHEeM IIOCMOTPEB Ha CTapHKa.

— BoT kak, HO, S He TOTOB My YCTYNIUTh 3Ty Belllb, MHE OHa Tak e HyXKHa.

— Ilpomy, He genaiTe 3TO!

— Ilouemy?

— Y macrepa ['BuHa, MHOXKeCTBO (haHATOB ¥ KITMEHTOB CPEIY CUIbHBIX Maros...
— W uT0? THI X04elIb CKa3aTh, YTO OH MOXKAJYEeTCS UM U Te OYOYT MCTUTH?

— Her... EMy HUYeTr0 He IPHUAeTCS TOBOPUTH, OHU caMu OyAyT Ha Bac 0XOTATCSA 4TO Obl 3a0paTh
JTaKpUMy ¥ IPUHECTH TOJIOBY TOT0, KTO ITOCMeN 00ufeTh ero, — ¢ 6eCIIOKOKWCTBOM, TUXO0 CKa3asa
[eByIIKa.

— Hy, Huyero cTpamrsoro, cnacubo KOHEYHO 3a 6ECITOKOMCTBO, HO MHe HyXKHa 3Ta JaKpuMa, —
YCMEXHYBIIKCH OTBETUJI TUTAH, TOCMOTPeB Ha Karypy, — Hy a BhI, jaMbl, 60UTECH 3TOT0? — U
IIEPEBEN B3TIIAN Ha YPTHUpP.

— 9poc, XBaTHUT LIYTUTh, JeJlall yKe CBOI0 CTaBKYy, a TO Celdyac CTapuKalka 3a0epéT eé cebe, —
yNBIOHYBIIKUCH, CKa3ajla MUIKOBUY, Be[b NeBYIIKAa He COMHEBalaCh B TUTaHe, @ MECTb OT 6€3yMHBIX
(dhaHaTUKOB €€ BooOIIIe He OeCIIOKouIa.

— Macrep, 5 cormacHa CO CIIOBaMu Y PTHD.

— 4 Bac mpepmymnpenua, — MOHSB, UTO €€ COBET OHU MPOCTO ITPOUTHOPUPOBAJIH, CITy2KaHKa HEMHOT'0
obumesnach, BCE Xe, OHa X0TeJla Kak JIy4Ille, HO eCJIM OHU XOTST TakK IIPOCTO YMEPETh, TO He el uX
O0TTOBapPHUBATh.

[Toka rpynmna Ha OanKoHe 00Ianach, BCe KTO paHee [efajl CTaBKH, yKe 0TKA3a/IiuCh y4acTBOBATh U
GOpOTHCS 3a MaKpuMy. Bemyiuii, Tak Xxe 3TO IOHUMAJI ¥ I03TOMY PEInyI 3aKOHUYUTh C HUM U
TIePeiTH yXKe K TTaBHOMY JI0Ty.— [IlecTboecsiT MUITUOHOB, S TaK IOHUMAI0, HUKTO He TOTOB
TIPe/II0KUTE GOJIbILE U TI03TOMY, 3TOT [IpaKoHuil Kpucrann qoctaéTcst MacTepy...

— [lecThOecdaT OOUH MUIINOH, — IIpo3By4dan YBepeHHbIﬁ rojyioc ¢ 6aJIKOHa ¥ BCe B 3ajie 3aMepJikd KakK
BKOIIQHHEBIE, K C IIIOKOM CMOTPEJIM Ha MECTO, OTKy[da IOHECCS TOJO0C.



JltomsiM B 3ajie OBLIO OUEHb MHTEPECHO, KTO TOT caMOyOuiilla, YTO PEIInsI IepPetTH OOPOTy yKe
BTOPOMY He MaJjio 3HaUUMOMY 4eJioBeKy. Ho afiHo ellé mepBblit MpocTo 6aHAUT, HO JIYUIIEMY
ApredakTopy B CTpaHe, Y KOTOPOTO OECSATKY, & TO ¥ COTHU THICSYU ITOKJIOHHUKOB, UTO TOTOBEL U3
KOJXY BBIJIE3TH, YTO OBl IIOKPACOBAThCS Iepey] HUM ¥ BO3MOXKHO 3aCJTyKUTh YeCTh, UTO OB CTAPUK
caM crefian UM apTedakT, IOOXOOSIINY IO UX Maruio.

Koneusno, OBLITH U Te, KTO He IIOOAEePZKHBAJI O6H.Iel"0 HaCTPOEHUus, HO UX ObLIH €IJUHUIbl 1 UMEHHO OHHU
CTapaJIuChb BOO6U.I€ He CMOTPETE B CTOPOHY 68.J'IKOHa, BeOb OHHU 3HAJIK O TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIIJIO
HECKOJIBKO YaCOB Ha3a[, IIPAMO I1epeq ayKIIMOHHBEIM TOMOM. Oun IIPOCTO MOJI4Ya CHUOEJIN Ha CBOUX
MecTa He OTCBeYMBasi, UTO OBl TOT MOHCTP HX HE€ 3aMEeTHII.

Brlsla npuyrHa, MOYEeMy HEMHOTMM OBIJIO U3BECTHO O TOM CJIydae ¥ 9TO U3-3a IIPaBUJI ayKIMOHA, YTO
1I0CJIe Hadajla, HUKOMY He pa3pelleHo 3aXOAUTh BHYTPb 3ajia, YTo OBl He MellaTh OCTalbHbIM. U
JIVIIBb Te Yy KOT0 OBUIM JIAKPUMEL CBSI3U, 3HAJIX IIPO 3TO, HO MOIYaly, HO 3TO He OBUIO JIUIIL U3-3a
ctpaxa. OHM Hafesanuch, YTO KaK MOXKHO O0JbIlle UIUOTOB HaBe#yT Ha cebs rHeB Jpoca U UX IIPOCTO
YHUYTOXKAT, a y?Ke OHU CMOT'yT 3abpaTh BCE, YTO MPUHALIeXKaI0 TeM UAN0TaM, 0COOEHHO CUJIHHO B
3TOM cuTyanuu o6pamoBaIuch JBOE, UTO PaHee XOTEIU KYyNIUTh KaTaHy, OHU 3HaAJU, KTO UMEHHO
HaxonuJICcsa Ha 6alkoHe U TO, UTO MyK4YKMHAa B MacKe HarpyOus eMy U MOKJISANICS YOUTh, UX eIe
Oombiie oOpagoBana.

CrapuK XMypo ITIOCMOTPEJ B CTOPOHY, I'le HaXOOHICs IPoC C AeBYIIKaMHU.

— Mornopoii yenoBeK, s IPOIILY YCTYIUTh MHE 3Ty JJaKPUMY, MHE OHa O4Y€Hb HYXKHa, I MOETO
3KCIIEPUMEHTA.

— MHe oHa TOXKe HYXKHA, CTAPUK, — OT TAKOTO OOpaIleHus K BeJTHKOMy ApTedaKTopy U 3aja
TIOJIBIXHYJIO HECKOJIBKO YOUNCTBEHHBIX HaMepeHu, — Y MeHs K Tebe IpefokeHre, Kak HaCueT
OapTepa? A He X049y ccopuTcs ¢ ToOOM, BCE Ke MBI JIIOAW OOHOM podeccuy, IOTOMY, JaBai ThI
YCTYIHILL MHE €€ 3a IIEeCThAECST MUJIJTMOHOB, a 5 MpofaM Tebe Opyryio, 3a TyXke ILeHy, YTO
ckaxels? Tebe xe 6e3 pa3HUIlBl Kakasg UMEHHO JlakpuMa OymeTt?

ToT 3amyM4KBO TOCMOTPEIT B CTOPOHY 6ankoHa. Cam 'BuH, GBI 04eHh BHUMATEILHEIM Y€JIOBEK U He
00enIEHHBIN YMOM, Be[b TJIYIIBIN YeJI0BEK HUKOTa Obl He CTajl IydIMM apTedakTopoM B cTpaHe. U
OH, TPOCTO He MOT He 3aMEeTHUTh, KaK Cpa3y HAlPSATIKCh HECKOJIBKO IECSITOK YeJI0BEK, UTO ObIH
HEIPOCTEIME (HUTYPAMU B IPECTYIIHOM MUPE ¥ 3TO CPa3y AaJi0 €My IOHSTh, YTO TOT KTO CUAUT TaM,
He TIPOCTOH YeJioBeK, la ¥ KOMY IIOMaji0, ayKIIMOHHEIM JOM He TI03BOJIMT 3aHSITh MECTO TJIaBHl TOPO[A.
[ToaToMy, OH BCE Ke PEIIn He CCOPUTCS, 1a ¥ KaK CKa3aJl TUTaH, eMy He HyxKHa Oblyla UMEHHO 3Ta
JlakpuMma, emy Obl TTofioIIIa U r00ast mpyras.

— Pa3 BeI OymeTe roOTOBH IIPENOCTABUTE APYTIYIO, II0 9TOM XKe IIeHe, TO S TOTOB ¥ YCTYIIUTh €€, — C
noOpomyIIHo yIbIOKOM, MPOU3HEC OH U ITOCMOTPEeJI Ha 3aCTHIBIET0 BenyInero, — CtapuHa Yaun,
OTMEHHU MOIO CTaBKy.— EcCJii 9TO TBOE OKOHYATEIbHOE PEIleHke, TO 1 He CTaHy Iepey0exkmaTh

Te0sI, — He3aMEeTHO KUBHYB, OTBETUJI OH, — I TakK YK U OBITh, IOHUKE CTaBKY [0 LIECTUECATH, ECTh



Te, KTO X04YeT IPeAJIOKUTh 00Jblile? — OCMOTPEB 3aJjl, OH IepeBes B3TIA Ha 0ankoH, — Pa3 Tak, To
Ipakonbs Jlakpuma mpomaHa! Ho He Hago oT4yauBaThCS, OCTAJICA IOCIEIHUM JIOT, pagy KOTOPOTO
MHOTHE U IPUILIX crofa!l

Kak Tonbko XKeHIuHa ¢ [IpakoHbUM KpucTanioM MOKKWHYyIa CIEHY, Ha €€ CMeHy MpHUllljia Apyras,
YTO HAUYYTh He yCTyIlaja IepBOy 110 KpacoTe, a B HEKOTOPHIX OIlpefieJIeHHBIX MeCcTa IIpeBocxoaumia. B
pyKax, Ha IOAyIIKe Jiexkalla KopuyHeBas KHUTa, 6e3 00/10kKKH.— OPuHanbHbM 10T! KHUTA, B KOTOPOIi
COKPHITH 3HAHUS O IpeBHEW Maruu, 4To Obljla yTepsHa BeKa Ha3ad. OHa HaMHOTO CHJIbHEe Maruu
Youiinpbl [IpakoHOB, Befib OHA MTpefHa3HavYeHa 4To0w yOuBaTh boros! A Tak xe...

[Toka BemyIIMii pacCKa3blBall 0 KHUTe, B KOMHATy Jpoca npuHecsnu [Ipakonuii Kpucramnn.

— XM... — B35B €TI0 B PYKY, TUTAH IIOKPYTHUJI €TI0 X CTAJl BJIUBATh MAlrl0 U 9epe3 HEeCKOJIbKO CEKYH,
KPHUCTAJII 3aCBETHUIICA OeBIM usetom, — He To... — Pa309apOBaHHO B3JOXHYB, IIPOBOPYAJ Mdr.

— Ia nagHO Tebe, — MATKO YIBIOHYBIINUCE, YPTUD, TIOTTIAOMIIA €T0 0 Iedy, — Y Hac elé monras
Iopora, MBI eITé CMOXKeM HaiTu [IpakoHbio JIaKpUMy, TOICTATh TBOEMY SJIEMEHTY.

— Trl IpaBa, a ¥ BCE 2Ke MbI He 3ps MPUIIIK: HallIu Oy Karypel HOBYIO KaTaHy, [la U BCE XKe,
nyMaio 3ToT [IpakoHuit KprucTamn, MHE ellé MPUroauTCs, BCE Ke MHe JaBHO OBITI0O HHTEPECHO,
BIIUSTHUE OpaKHeM JTaKpUMBI Ha yOUiily IpaKOHOB C TEM JKe 3JIEMEHTOM, — C OCKaJIOM ITPOU3HEC
9poc, oT yneIOKKM KOTOPO#H BCce B KOMHATe B3[POTHYJIU U Haxke ABoe CIIPUTTaHOB OBITIK He
ucKmouenreM, — «Ho as Havana, MHe Hago OymeT usy4duth Tesio bora CepeHtl, 4TO ObI
pa3obpaThCs B TOM, KaK TOT CMOT NTEPEeXHUTh BXKUBJIEHUE aXX BOCHMU JTAKPUM.»

B 3TOT MOMEHT B [IBeph IIOCTYYaIUCh OfHa 13 pabOoTHHI] 3ajla, KOTOPYI0 IPOC IOIPOCHUII IPUBECTH K
HeMy apTedakTopa.

— { npusena macTtepa ['BuHa.

— 3axonure.

M Kak TONTbKO CTApPHK 3alll€]l B KOMHATKY, TO CPa3y 3aCThI/, YBUIEB MapsIIIero B 6eI0M Mpo3pavyHoM
KOKOHe Bpamgmana. OH IIPOCTO He MOT He Y3HATh B HEM OJHOTO U3 ABeHaauaTd CIPUTTAHOB, a TAK XKe
X03sIMHa rOpofia, Bedb KOTHa-TO MY yKe IIPUXOIUIIOCh BUAETE ero B 3Toi popme. ITosTomy, ['BuH,
BCE ke 00paioBajICs, YTO He CTaJI CCOPUTCS C MOJIOIEIM YeJI0BEKOM mepen co60i, Belb OH
COMHEBAJICSI, YTO CMOT OBl YATH JKMBHIM, Jazke eCJIH Ha er0 CTOPOHY BCTasl ObI BECh TOPO[I.



— Buxy, Bl He OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK...

— {1 mmapire Bac, oOpalaiiTech Ha T, 3HAETE JIM, MHE He YIOOHO, KOT{Ia JII0OY B CTOJb IIOYTEHHOM
BO3pacTe 00palaioTcs Ha BH, — CJIeTKa YIBOHYBIIKNCH, CKa3al IPoC MOJOUIs K HeMy U MPOTSHYB
PyKy, — Pag ¢ BaMu m03HAKOMUTHCSI MacTep I'BUH.

— B3auMHO, — moXKaB PVKY, C OIIacKou KHUBHYIJI CTaPHUK.

— Tak, ceiiyac... — IOPBIBIIKCH BO BHYTPEHHEM KapMaHe, OH [IOCTaJl OTTy/a 3eJIEHBIN KPUCTAJI,
KOTOPBIY IPOTSHY ApTedakTopy, — BOT, 3aMeHa TOMy, 4TO 51 paHee KyIul.

B3s1B KaMeHb, TOT [OJITO€ BPEeMsi CBEPJIHJI €T0 B3TJISIIOM ¥ IIPOBEPSII C IIOMOIIBIO Marky Ha
TIOAJTMHHOCTD, ¥ Yepe3 MUHYTY, yOparl ero.

— Bnaronap}o, — U B €T0 PYKe IMOABUIICA YeMOIaH, OTKPEIB KOTOpBIfI, TUTaH YBUOEIL 01"p0MHeIZH.Iee
KOJIN4YEeCTBO IIa4Y€eK JeHer, — TYT BCe IIEeCThAECAT MUJIJIMOHOB, €CJIN X0Y€Illb, MO2XKEIIIb ITIEPECYNUTATh.

— He cTour, s Bam qoBepsiio, — MaxHYB PYKOM, KeHC Ucyes.

Korpma paHee I'BUH, BHITQIIUI KEeHC, OH XOTEJ YOUBUTL DpOca, HaTHIHEM IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO
apredakTa, HO KOT{]a KeiC UCYe3 B PyKaX TUTAHA, CTAPHK, 3aCTHII ¥ C IIOKOM ITOCMOTpPE Ha
ynbeI0aroIeecs TUI0 TUTAHA.

— OTO0 XKe... — BHIIYYMB I'Jla3a, C HeBepueM nporenTan apredaktop. OH ORI MATKO CKa3aTh, 0Y€Hb
YOUBJIEH TEM, YTO y TUTaHa OblJI IPOCTPAHCTBEHHEIN apTedakT, Beob 4TOOL CO3aTh CBOM, eMy
IIPUIIOCH IOTPATUTh [TOYTH TPUALIATE JIET UCCIIeNOBaHUU BCEBO3MOXKHEIX KHUT 110 apTedakTOPUKe, a
TakK JXe MHOTHE U3 HUX [IePeBONUTH C HynsA. Y To, 4To 9T0 ObUT apTedakT, a He IPOCTPAHCTBEHHASA
Marus, oH OBbIJT YBepEH Ha BCE CTO MIPOLIEHTOB, BEIb HE 3aMETUTh aKTUBALIKIO apTedakTa, TOT IIPOCTO
He MOT, — 9TO Beb OBbIJI TPOCTPaHCTBEHHEIN apTedakT, Befb Tak?!

— Taxk # ecTh.

— Ilpomry, ma¥ B3rNISIHYTh! — BO B3TJIsfie CTAPUK ITPOCKOJIb3HYJIA HOTKa 0€3yMusi, KOTia ero B3TJIS[
3alenuics 3a Lelo Jpoca, Ha KOTOPOU BECETIO OXKepeibe.

— KoHeuHo, Tor{ia ¥ Bhl CBOH, — IIO[ YIHUBI€HHBIH B3I BCEX B KOMHATE, TOT HE 3adyMBIBAsICh CHSIJI
CO CBO€W pyKu OpacieT u MPOTSHYI IPOCY, TUTAH XKe CHSB 0KepeJibe TakK XKe OTAAJl eT0 CTaPUKY, YTO
MT'HOBEHHO BEIPBAJI €TI0 U3 PYKH U C 6JTIECKOM B I'Ia3ax, CTall €T0 OCMaTPUBATh.

— 9T10... — ['BUH, C TpeNeTOM CTaJl IOTJlaXkKuBaTh KPUCTAJI/I BUCEBIINUM Ha OXepenbe, — Anpo... A u
IpeaCcTaBUThL cebe He MOTY, KaK ThI ero CMOT co31aTh, 60xke! Thl reHUH, TH YePTOB T'eHui!

— OTO KOHEYHO MPHUSITHO, HO HE 5 eT0 CO37aBajl, — TUTaH, y&Ke pa3oOpascs B paboTe apTedakTa
CTapHKa, TOT 3a MECTO SIapa, POJIb KOTOPOTO B apTedakTe dpoca, UCIONHSI KaMeHb, YTO ObLIT CO3M1aH
IIeMOHOM, KCITONIb30Bal [IpakoHuit KprcTai ¢ Marued mpoCcTPaHCTBa, a Mo 60KaM OT Hero Becenu
emé TPH JIAKPHUMEBI IPDAKOHBET 0 THIIQ, YTO IIUTAIIAU HepBBIfI 1 IIOMOT'aJid IMogoepP2KuBaTh



HpOCTpaHCTBeHHBIfI KapMaH, — A nuis ero IIporpaMMupPOBal.

— Bor Kak... — ¢ pa3oyapoBaHueM NPOTSHYJI CTaphiii apTedakTop, — 2Kamb, OblsIo OB Y MEHS BpeMs,
s OBl U3YYUII €T0...

— IlpocTH, BEHYXKOEH 0TKa3aTh, — IPOC U CaM 3HAJI, KaK CO3[aTh MOJOOHBIA KPUCTAJLI, T0O3TOMY, OH
He XOTeJI eT0 laBaTh CTAPUKY, BEb €CIIK OH pa30epEeTCs, TO B OMTACHOCTH OKAXKYTCS AECSITKY THICSY
JIofiel, Belb CTOJIbKUX YOUIT ACTapoT, 3a CBOUM YETHIPECTa JIET JKU3HHU, YTO OBl BEITALIUTh MarudyeckKue
COCYIHBI U3 TeJI JII0fiel U C IIOMOIIBI0 OMHOTO TEMHOTO pUTYyasla COegUHUTh UX BMeECTe.

— XKarb... OueHb Xkanb... OX TafiHO, 3afiepKacs 1... — pa3odapoBaHHO mpoOyOHun ['BuH, 3abpas
IPOTSIHYTHIM pocoM OpacyeT u nepegaB eMy Hal3aj 0XKepesibe.

— Torpma maBa¥Te mpoIaThcs, OBUT pafl HAIlEH BCTPEYH.

— B3auMHO... — Ha MTHOBEHME, CTAaPUK BHOBbL IIOCMOTPEII Ha 0XKepesbe, Iepef] TeM, KaK MOKUHYTh
KOMHATYy.

Kak TONbKO OH yIes, 9poc pa3BepHYJICS ¥ TOCMOTPENT Ha CIIeHy, THe BCE elmé mia 60pbba 3a KHUTY.

— He HpaBuTCS MHe 9TOT CTapUKAIIKa, — CMOPIIUB HOCUK, HEOBOIBHO MPOTSAHYIA YPTUP, — IPOC,
THI BUJIEJI, KaK OH B IIOCJIEIHUM MOMEHT IIOCMOTPEJI Ha TBOE 0XKepesbe?

— KoHeuHo, TH 3a65ma, g XKe 9MIIAaT, — CeB MEXKYy OEBYIIKdMH, OH IIPUTAHYIJI obenx K ce6e, —
CTONBKO 3aBUCTHU U XXKATHOCTH, S TaBHO HE YyBCTBOBAJI.

— Tormga, 3a4eM THI €ro OTHYCTI/IJI?

— OH Beqb MHe II0OKa HMYEro He caesal, oa 1 He IIPUBLIK 5 0e3 IIOBOIa yﬁI/IBaTb... Ho uto-TO MHE
IIOOCKA3bIBA€T, 4YTO 3TO Oblla Hallla He IociegHdgda BCTpeda...
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