BriGupasick 13 KpaTepa, KOTOPEIX ObI71 06pa30BaH, € IIOMOIIIBI0 €0 XKe Tejla, TOT UCITYCKal XKrydee
yOUICTBEHHOE HaMepeHue.

— HakoHel-TOo pelIns noka3aThCs, a Ipoc?! — yXMBIISASCh, BOCKJIIMKHY OH, HO KakK TOIbKO Mar
IIOCMOTpeJT B He0O0, TO 10 ero Tejy MPOIIyia JIETKas IPoXKb, a YXMBIIKA UCYe3Jla C ero nuia, — Emé
opHa urpyiuka Mmmnepatopa? UYTo ThHI 34€Ch Aelaelllb ¥ I0UYeMy Halajl Ha MeHs?!

— HWrpymika... CMeIIHo, TH e X0TeJl MeHs BBIMAaHUTh, BOT OH 5, 3[IeCh U y TeOsI MUHYTa, CKaXKu MHe
CBOU TIOCNIeiHUe clioBa, bor CepeHa, — paBHOAYIIHEIM, €3 SMOLKOHAIBHEIM T'OJIOCOM, TPOU3HEC
3poc.

— Ox, Tak TH u ecTb Ipoc, Ham MMmepaTop, cCKa3al, 4TO TH CuIbHeHnny B MIrape u BOT MHE
CTaJI0 MHTEPECHO IIPOBEPUTH TBOIO CUJTy, — CMOTPS B I'/la3a JeMOoHa rnepef co6oi, IlepBril U3
YEeThIpEX 60FOB I/Imarapa, Ha4aJl CUJIBHO 2KaJIETh, Beb OH HUKAK HEe MOTI' O2KHUOaTh, 4YTO CeJIbMOI;I
cpenu BoropaBHBIX, 00/1afaeT TakKoW CUIoM, — «Temneps MOHSITHO, TI0YEMY OH TaK 3aUHTEPECOBAIl ero
BemnmuuectBo! Hamo BamuTh! MHe He m06eIUTh 9TOI0 MOHCTPA, BO3MOXKHO JIMIIE ¥ ABT'yCTa C
JlapkennoM ecTh maHCH, yept! Hamo On110 momsrye o00uTuCh ¢ TeMu 6abamu... Ho, 4To cuenaHo, TO
CHeJlaHo...» — M3 ero Teja BEIPBaJach MOIIHAs BOJIHA BOJIIIEOHON CHUIIBI, YTO IIePeIuBaIach BOCEMbBIO
pa3HBIMU I[BeTaM¥, — Thl YBEpPEH, YTO XOUelllb CPa3UThCSA CO MHOMU, HO yUYTH! — yKa3aB IajJbleM B
CTOPOHY JpoC, Ha ero Julle MosSBUIacCh yBepeHHasd yiabi0Ka, — f He cTaHy TeOe mopgaBaThCs! — OH
PEe3KO0 pa3Bell pyKu B CTOPOHEI U BoJieOHas CHlla, CTala elll€ B IBa pa3a cuilbHee, — [logymait
IBaXK[IH, Mpexae yeM 6pocaTh MHe BBI30B! M Tak yK U OBITh, CETOMHS S B XOPOIIIEM HAaCTPOEHUH,
II03TOMY I'OTOB Pa30UTUChH C MUPOM!

— TpupuaTth CEKyHI.
— Tot gymaets, y Te6st €CTh XOTh OJUH IIIAHC MPOTUB MEHs?!
— IIBagIaTh OTh.

— Oiui! Hy 4 XKe nomyTus, TH IIyTOK He IOHUMaellb?! — 3alaHUKOBaj Mar, I04yBCTBOBAB, Kak C
KaXMIOoW CEKYHIOM, JaBlIeHNe MaruiyeCcKOM CUJIbI UCITyCKaeMoe TUTAHOM CTAHOBUIIOCh BCE CUTIbHEE, —
TBI XOTh IOHKMMaEIb, YTO TaK MPOCTO He YUAEIIb U3 3TOU CTPaHb?! — MpoKpuYal Mar 4 B
CJIeAyIOIIUY MOMEHT, Ha €ro JIUI[e IOSBUJICSA IIMPOKUY OCKaJl U OH HallpaBUJI PYKU B CTOPOHY

9poca, — Ho pa3 Twl Tak aToro xouernrsb! To cmoxuu! Cekper YOuiisl [IpakoHOB: YHHYTOKEHHE
Bocemu CBetun! — 13 ero Teja BHIPBACS BCINIECK PA3HOLBETHON Maru4eCKOU CHIIBI ¥ OHO IIOJIETENIO0
He B CTOPOHY TUTaHA, a B ropof, — Tkl BEICOKOMepHas Mpa3b! OCTaHOBU MO CUJIBHEUIIYIO aTaky, a
WHaye... — Ha ero rybax BHOBh pacI[Bejla CaMOyBepPeHHast YXMbIJIKa, — ['0poay ¥ TBOMM IIUTIONIKAM
IpUAeT KoHell! — pa3Mep Pa3HOIBETHOIO JTy4a OwlI 60Jiee mecsTH METPOB BHICOTY U IIUPUHY, U
korma bor CepeHa, yXe mmpa3nHoBas mobeny, BeOb OH 3aMeTHJI, Kak GUrypa TUTaHa IOSIBUIAcCh Iepef
nydyoM, — CnoxHu! 4 9T0 3aKysgTHE CIIeMaNbHO TOTOBU IIPOTHUB AKHOJIOTUY, HO THl BCE XKe Oymelb
IIePBHIM, KTO IAfET OT He... YT0?!

[TpsiMo Tepep Ty4oM, MOSIBUIICS OTPOMHBIN, U3 KPACHBIX IIPO3PAYHBIX IIACTUH AT HA KOTOPOM
KpacoBaJiach TUTAHTCKas TOJI0BA JIbBa, YTO C OTKPHITOM MACThi0 U SPOCTHIO B I1a3ax, COEePKUBa JIyd.
U B 9TOT K€ MOMEHT, IIPSIMO Tiepef MOKUpoBaHHLIM [TepBbiM U3 [lecsiTu CBATHIX Maros, mosBUIICS
Opoc 1 TOT HUYEro He yCIieN cheflaTh, KakK pykKa TUTaHa IOrpy3unach B ero XXuBoT. Ho mar, He
IIPOCTO TaK ITOIYYHUII CBOE 3BaHUE MTEPBOTr0, Beh OH OBICTPO OTCKOYMII OT TUTAHa, UTHOPUPYS OOJb B
JKMBOTE ¥ KPENKo cxkuMas 3yOrl. Y oKa3aBIINCh HAa JOCTaTOYHOE, TI0 eT0 MHEHUIO PAaCCTOSHUE, OH



TIOTPY3WJI PYKY B 3€MJTIO ¥ BHIPBAB KYCOK, PE3KO 3aKUHYJI B POT HO... Yepe3 CEeKyHAY ero JUI0
CKPHUBUIIOCH U OH BBITUTIOHYJT BCE.

— TTouemy?!

— Bor Cepena, nmepBhili, cpenu yeThipex boros Mmirapa, a Tax xe... «Teopust ['ubpuna»... Yto 3a
Oypalkas KiIudKa, 51 Obl TaK faxke CBOI co0aKy He Ha3Ball, — MOOKUObIBas KOPUYHEBLIM KPUCTAIII B
PYKe, CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJI0COM, IIPOTOBOPUII IPOC, — 3HAElIb, Th MEHSI 3aUHTEPECOBAl U 51 HE CTaHy
TeOst yOuBaTh... 51 MCCIEOyI0 TBOE TeN0, KaXkayl0 KJIETOYKY, S 3aTrJITHY B KaXK[Ibli YTOJIOK TBOETO
opraHuaMma... [IpoBepio BcE... Cepaile, NETKHUe, TOYKH, TeYeHb... I Oymy BCE 9TO BHIPHIBATS,
BCKPHIBATh U IIPOBEPSTH, a IIOTOM oOpaTHO Tebs cobepy...

— Toi cymacmeqimuii! — UCIBITHIBAS JTUIKUHM CTpax, MPOKpUYaj Mar mobjeiHeB ¥ OTCTYIIMB Ha Iar.
— Her, s mpocTo o4eHb mM0003HATEILHEIN Mar.

— Tl rpebanHslii ncux! — CepeHa, yXKe IOHS, KTO BUHOBAT B MCYE3HOBEeHUU Maruu [lemepHoro
Y6wuiinpbl [IpakoHOB, Beib He Y3HATh KPUCTAJII B PyKe THTaHA, OH IpocTo He Mor, — «YepT! Hamo
BaKTh, OH KOHYeHHBIN ncux! Yept! Yept! Yept!»

— Hert, MHe IpOCTO UHTEPECHO, KaK YCTPOEHO TBOE TEJI0 ¥ KaK OHO CMOTIJIO BMECTHUTD B cebs, IIeJTbIX
BoceMb JlakpuM [IpakoHa, He 6osee... — ¥ OH UCYE3 CO CBOETO MeCTa, BHOBb IIOSIBUBILIKCH ITepen
CepeHoii, HO Ha cell pa3, TOT OBIJI TOTOB K 3TOMY, @ €T0 TeJI0 OKPYKUJIK OTOHb U BETEP.

— [Tecens Betpa u Orasa! — 30 pTa Mara BeIpBaJICS IIOTOK BO3[yXa, CMEIIaHHEIM C IIJlaMeHEM
HalleJIeHHBIN IIPAMO B JIUI[0 OPOCY...

Ha ToMm MecTe, TTie CTOSIIA ABOE MaroB, IIOOHSJICS OTPOMHBEIM CTOJIO OTHS, 4TO Oarogaps yCUJIEHUIO
BETPa, B3MBLJI [0 caMbIX Hefec U MeJIeHHO, OH CTajl ucue3aTh. B IeHTpe SIMbI, YTO OCTAJIOCH II0CIIe
aTaky, CTOSJI JIUIIL YXMbIIgomuicsa bor CepeHa.

«Bot xke cy*a!» — 130 pTa Mara nouuaa CTpyka KpoBH.

— XM... BriepBrle BUXKY Takywo JlakpuMy, He IIOACKaXKeIlb, YTO 9TO 3a Marusg? — ¢ HHTepPeCcoM
CIIpOCHUII JpOoC, mepxkKa B pykKe GUONETOBHIM KpucTami, — KcTtaTu, Kak oiymenue? ['oBOpsT, 4TO
U3bSATHE JTAKPUM U3 Tesa [IceBmo YOutiie! [IpakoHOB, 3TO 0YeHb TPyOHAs 1 60JIe3HEeHHAs onepalus,
BPYT Xke! VKe OBe MITYKU BHITAIIWI U HUYEr0 TPYIHOro, KCTaTH, Tebe He 6ONTbHO?

— «00eCIIOKOeHHO» TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS TUTaH, 3acThiBIIero bora CepeHy, 4TO pa3BepPHYBILUCH C
HEHaBUCTHIO CMOTPENI Ha Hero, — Hy nafiHO, He I1eBeINCh, fail MHe JOCTaTh [I0CTIeNHNE LIECTh,
oferraso... 51 mocTapawCch 9TO CAEIATh, KAK MOKHO «HEXKHee»!

— Tlocme 3ToTrO, TH He MOKKUHEIL ApOosiec 1enbiM!

— ThlI BCE elllé HafieelhbCsi, YTO TBOM MMmepaTop UK «APy3bsi» OTOMCTST? — C YCMEIIKOM Ha rybax,
CIIpocuI THuTaH, — 91 Te0st oropuy, TH Ays 3epeda, BCEro JIUIIL OOHA U3 MHOTUX UTPYIIEK, TPOCTO
BeIllb, IOMPEIIb THI WJIK BBIKUBEIIh, eMy OyHeT IyieBaTh, — MeJIeHHO MOMOUIsS K HeMY,
IIporoBapuBai 9poc, — A MeHsI, OH U TaJblleM He II0CMeeT TPOHYTh, Bedb JIUIIL S MOT'Y UCIIOJIHUTD
€ro MeYTy, TO Yero oH 0OJIbIlle BCETO XKeJlaeT... — BCTaB HAIIPOTUB HETO, TUTAH C YCMEIIKON Ha rybax
IIOCMOTpEJI eMy B I'Jla3a, — A Telepb CKaXkH, Thl JyMaelllb, YTO KTO-TO 3aX04eT 3a Tebsg MCTUTH? 7



OTBEYy, HEeT... — ¥ OH BHOBb BOH3HUJI PYKY B €0 IPy/b, CMOTPS B JIMIIO HAIOJHEHHOE yXKacoM 1
HeBepueM, — Jla, Thl HHKOMY He HyeH, TH IIPOCTO HUYTOKECTBO ¥ OT TBOEH CMEPTH, HUKTO faxke He
TMIOYEIIeTCs, a Yepes mapy AHeH MpocTo 3abymyT...

— XBaTuUT! — MpPOKpHUYaa Mar, MOMbITABIINCEH YIAaPUTh TUTAHA, HO TOT C JIETKOCTHIO TIOMMAJl ero PyKY,
IIPX 9TOM BBITAIIUB €IlI€ OOHY TaKpuMy, — [IpeKpaTu... — C OTYasgHHEM, YyTh JIX He Ijladya MPOCUIT
Mmar, — IIpomty... XBaTuT...

— Hy He cMOTpu THI Tak Ha MeHs... MHe X&e OT 3TOro, emlé 0oJIbie XoueTcs Te0s IoMydarTh...

— VMmonsto... XBaturt... [Ipoctu... [Ipoctu MeHs... d Gonbie HUKOTHA! — Opoc BHOBb BOH3UJI PYKY B
€ro Irpymb.

— Yto HUKOrga? Hukorga He cAenaelib TOro, YTO CIIYYUIIOCH paHee? — TOT C TPYAOM KUBHYI, —
Tebe Bepio, MpaBa Bepi0, — B I'Ia3axX Mara, CTajla 3apoXKaaThCs Hagexkaa, Hagexkaa, 4To ero
IIepecTaHyT IBITaTh ¥ OTIYCTAT... U Korma-HuOygb, TOT CMOXKET OTOMCTUTH 3a 3TH My4eHHS,
M3[eBaTenbCTBa... 3a Bce! — Ho... — OH BHIIEPHYII PYKY, B KOTOPOU IIOKOUJIACh KpacHas JlakpuMa, —
[Toka MbI ¢ TOOOM FOBOPUM, 5 1aXKy B TBOEM I'OJIOBE U HE BUXKY TaM U TOJIMKU PaCKasiHUs, a JIUIIb
JKaXIy MEeCTH... — ¥ BHOBb BOH3HUJI PYKY B €T0 I'pydb, — M maxe, ecnu ObI TH ¥ IIPaBOa PacKasiyics, s
Obl He TPOCTHU Te0ST, Beb THl IIOCMEJ PAHUTH OBYX CAMBIX OPOTUX MHE JIIofie# ¥ CUIBHO ITOKAIeYunI
MO0 y4eHHu1y... — nuio CepeHbl BHOBb CKPUBUJIOCH OT UCIIHITEIBAEMOM 60/IH, KOT[la TUTAH CXBATUII
€ro ceppie u cTan cxkuMaTh, — CKaxu, Tebe 60IpHO?

— Il-n-ccc-unux...

— B0O3MOXKHO THI ¥ TIpaB, — OCTaBUB CePALle B IIOKOE, TUTAH BEIAEPHYB OCTaBLIXECS JITAKPUMBL 1
CKHHYJ TeJl0 Ha 3eMTi0, — Ho Tako# yXK g 4eloBeK, HUUero C 3TUM He MOTy IOfeaTh, YK U3BUHU, —
C capKa3MOM IIPOTSHYJ IPOC, B €T0 PyKe MOSBUJIACH ITapa YePHLIX KaHJalI0B, KOTOPBEEe OH Hafell Ha
Cepeny, — 4 3Halo, 4TO AaxKe NMUIMUBIIUCE JTAKPUM, Thl BPSAL JIU COOXHEIIb, IO3TOMY... — PSIOOM C
HUM 00pa30BaJICsl CUPEHEBHIN MarndyeCcKui KpyT ¥ 00 HUM, MaTepHaIn30Baiachk KeHIIWHA B
OOBOJIBHO OTKPBITOM TEMHOM Hapsiae, CO IJIEMOM Ha I'0JI0B€, YTO C HEHABHUCThIO CMOTPENA Ha

9poca, — Kreka, moporas, — OT €ro CIIOKOMHOTO I'0JI0Ca, II0 €€ CIIMHE IOIUIN MyPAIlIKH U IlepeBens
B3TJISIM HAa BAJISIONIETOCS Mara Ha 3eMJie, e€ Tjla3a CTajld pa3MepoM ¢ O1mofla.

— bor CepeHa...

— IIsaTe 6annoB, yMHUIIA, — C TEIJION yIRIOKON, KUBHYN OH, — BOT Tebe 3afaHue, moMyyaii ero,
WCIIOJIB3YH JIy4lllee, UTO Tl yMeellb U He Iaau.

— 4 "He MOT'Yy ABUTAaTbCsA B TOM IIPDOCTPAHCTBE...

— §1 cHUMY C TebOs 9TO OTPAaHUYEHHUS, Ha MISITh METPOB, — B €€ TJIa3aX IOSBHUIICS OIeCK, KOTHa OHa
CMOTpeJIa Ha JIeXKaBIIero Mara, — BUXKY Thl K HEMY HEPOBHO [IBIIIHUIIE. .

— 910 TeOs He KacaeTcs, — OTrpeI3Hynach Kbeka, — Ioka s 6yny ¢ HuM 3a6aBnsiThcsi, TO Oymy
IPEeNCTaBIATh Te0s... — KPOBOXKATHO OCKAJUBIIKCH, HOBOJILHO MMPOTSHYJIa IEeMOHECCA.

— Xouels, 5 eMy elllé IUIO0 Iepeena, OymeT BbITUTHIHR 517
— MHe u GpaHTa3uU XBATHUT.

— Torpa, ynauu Tebe u 6€3 Ka0CTH, HO TOIBKO He yOel, OH MHE XKUBLIM HYXKEH, — ¥ TUTaH IIepeHec
000uX B IPOCTPAHCTBEHHEIN KapMaH.
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[TostBUBIIKCH Ha TOM caMO¥M ymiulle, 4To Oblyia pa3pyieHHoi borom Cepenoli, Yptup ¢ Karypoiit Tam
ye He ObIJIO ¥ HA MTHOBEHME CKOHIIEHTPUPOBABIINCEH, OH 00HAPYKWUI UX B CTA METPax, B OMHOM U3
noMOB. Tejio TuTaHa OKPYKHUJI IOTOK BeTPa U OH UCYES.

OKa3aBIIKCH OKOJIO KOT'0-TO I0Ma, TOT 3allE€N BHYTPh U MOJHSIICS BBEPX IT0 JIECTHUIIE. 3aifs B
KOMHATy, TUTQH Cpa3y OKa3aJiCs B 00BATUSAX YPTUP.

— ITpocTu MeHs 13-3a MOUX TJTYIIEIX UCCIIeIOBAHUM, BB YYTh He TOTHUOIH... — C COXKAJIeHHEM
IIPOU3HEC OH, TMIOKpeIye MpuxKaB K cebe IeBYILIKY.

— He BuHU ce0s1, MBI HY KaK HYA MOTJI OXMIATh TAKOTO, — C TEIJIOH YIBIOKOH, IIPOIIIenTaia
IeBYILIKa, HO OHa GBICTPO ucuessia, — Kak [leBa? -c 6eCIIOKOMCTBOM CIIPOCHIa YPTHD.

— He BomnHylics, oHa [lyX, Teno, 4To OBUIO B 9TOM MUPE, CBOET0 pofia dUpHOe U faxe eciu ero
pas3pyluTh, OHA HU KallJIi He IOCTpafaeT U AyMalo, Yepe3 Iapy JHeM BOCCTAHOBUTCS, — TAKEII0
B3[OXHYB, OH C HEJKHOCTHIO CTaJI IMIafuTh e€ Mo cuuHe, — Kak Karypa?

— B mopsimke, TOT Mey criac €€, B3sB Ha ce0st BeCh YPoOH... LlenuTens ckasall, YTo napy AHe# u oHa
npupert B cebs... Ho...

— Ho...? Yto HO?!

— Meu, oHa GymeT pacCTpoeHa, KOrfia y3HaeT Ipo 3TO.

TsKeo B3OOXHYB U BEIOXHYB, OH YIIUIIHYJI €€ 3a IPaBylo OYIIKY.

— 3a 4T0?!

— Heuero Tak nyrats!

— Ho Benp oHa UM O4YeHb OPOXKUIA U HUKOMY flaXKe I0fepXaTh He faBaja, faxe MHe!

— Meuy, 5T0 UL Bellly, 9 TAKUX KaK Te, CMOTY THICAYY caefiaTh! A XKu3Hb ofgHa!



B 3TOT MOMEHT, B KOMHATY 3allljla ITOXKIas XKeHIIMHA, YTO 3aMETUB TUTaHa, HaXMyPHUIach.
— KT0 3T0?

— 3JTO TOT, 0 KOM 51 TOBOpPHUJIa, — YYTHBO OTBETHUJIA YPTUD, CTApYyIIKa XKe IOTEPSIB UHTEPEC, IOO0IIIIa
K Karype u cTana ckanupoBath Tenno. OHa UCIIOTb30Baia 3aKIISITHE, T0X0XKee Ha aHAIU3UPYIOIIYIO
Marwuio.

— OHa KCII0Ib30Bajia CIUIIKOM MHOI'0O MarddyeCcKoM CUJIB ¥ cerldac, MeBoYKa BOCCTaHABIMBAThLCS,
OHa TMPOJIEXKUT eIlE OBa-TPU THS.

— MHe yKe CKa3ajy, HO BCe PaBHO, ciacubo0 BaM, — ¢ 61arogapHOCTBIO KMBHYJ TUTaH, — Ecu BaM
YTO-TO OHAHOOUTCS, TPOCTO CKAXKUTE, ST OOUH U3 Iy4lLIni PyHHBIX MacTepoB U ApTehaKTopOB...

— Y0 GBI BB IOKUHYIM TOPOJI, — XMYPO CMOTPS Ha 060MX, TBEPAO CKa3asa CTapyiika, — ToT
yesoBeK... Bemb OH 3a BaMu nputienl... He oTBeual, 370 OBUT He BOIIPOC, a YTBepKAeHUe. [IoaTomy,
KaK TOJIbKO JeBOUKa NMPUAET B ce0sl, IOKUHBLTE IOPOf, 5 He X04y, YTOOH MO T'OPOA U €T0 JIIOOU elle
TIOCTPA/iaiv, ECJIM KTO-TO BHOBB SIBUTCS 3@ BaMHU.

— Xopot111o, MBI TIOKHHEM TOPO, KaK ToJIbKo Karypa mpuget B ce6si, — IpocC MOHUMAJ OlTaceHUs
CTapyIIKH, T03TOMY TOT Cpa3y X COTJIAaCHUJICS, XOTh OH U OB yBEPEH, UTO ciofa 00JIbIlle HUKTO He
IIPUMET, HO BCE 3HATh HaBepHsKa, HEBO3MOXKHO, — MOKHO, [T0Ka Hallla ToApyra He BOCCTaHOBUTCS,
OORITh 30ECh ¥ IPUTTIIAETh 3a Hel?

— MoxeTe 3aHATh COCEIHIOI0 KOMHATY, yMalo OHOM BaM XBaTHUT.

— Crmacubo.
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