«HM 3aueM s BCE 3TO BpeMs CTaHOBUJICS cuibHee?! Ecnu 5 maxke He CMOT 3alllUTUThL CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO U
opy3eit! 3aueMm Torga?! Yept! Yept! Yept! ITouemy?! [Touemy sTOT Mup Tak HecrpaBennus?! [Touemy
TaKHe XOpOIlKe JII0IH, TaK PAaHO YMHUPAIOT?!» — C IPOCTHIO KpHUyan Ipoc B yMe, — «3adueM s BooO1ie
n3yyasn aprepakTopuky?! Pa3se He ans 3amuTel?! Y moyeMy TH TOrAa He 3alIUATHI €€?!» — C
HEHaABHCTHIO CMOTPS Ha OpacyeT, 4To Becesl Ha eTo PyKe, OH CXBATHUJI €ero U COOUpacss YHUYTOXKHUTD,
HO B CJIEAYIOIINI MOMEHT er0 pyKa 3aMepJia, a [I0 CIIMHe TIPOIIeN JIETKUM X0JI00K, — Kak 3To
BO3MOXKHO...? — C HEBEpPHEM IIPOLIENTANl TUTaH, — [loyeMy THI emlé uen...?

CHSIB €r0 C PYKH, OH TsI2K€JI0 B3TJIOTHYJI ¥ CTaJl BAMBATh Maruio B Opacier...

— Hoquy THI MHE II0Ka3kIBaelllb Ha 9TO MECTO...? TYT HU4Yero Het! — Pa3BEPHYBIIUCH C
pa3gpaxkeHnrneM BOCKIIMKHYII TUTdH, — f 3geck HUYEro He BHXY... Ila 4yTo Ballly MaTh HpOI/ICXOJII/IT?!

CeB Ha BOMy, OH NMIPUKPHII I'7Ia3a U CTaJl yCIIOKAUBATHCS.

«Mott apTedakT He MOXKeT omubaThCs, HO moueMy...? [Touemy OT Ogpyroro OpacieTa UCXOOUT TaKOH
CTPAHHBIN CUTHAI? §1 3HAI0 MPUMEPHYI0 00/1aCTh, TIe OH JIEXKHUT HO, B HEU MyCTO, s MpoBepsit. [la u
II04YeMy OTIIpaBiIsAs Ha HETO CUTHAJ, TOT Ile-TO «3aCTpeBaeT» U He MOXKET OOUTH... ByaTo 4To-TO
IIPENSITCTBYET 9TOMY...» — U KakK OBl TUTaH He MHITajcs ce0st yOemuTh, YTO OHU MEPTBHI, B €TI0 I'0JI0BE
BCE PaBHO IIOCENINIaCh MBICIIb O TOM, YTO OHU MOTYT OBITh JKUBHIL.

CMOTpS Ha TPOCTPAHCTBO mepeq 060, OH ITOCTAPAJICS CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATHCS Ha OCTaTKaX 3dupa,
YTO BCE eIlé BUTAJHU B Bo3ayxe... OH XOTeJI HallTH cief 4ero-to... Ho 4yero, TuTaH u caM He ITOHUMaATT.

9poc IPOCTOSIT Ha MecCTe He CHejlaB HU efUHOTr0 JABUXKEHUS MOoPsaKa mmonydaca. ¥ BOpyr oH pe3ko
OTKPBHIT T'J1a3a.

— TyT noMrMo AKHOJIOTUM YYBCTBYETCS €I11€ UYTO-TO... Cledsl 3aKIATUSA ¥ 0YeHb MOTYIIECTBEHHOTO,
HO UX OBICTPO YHMUYTOXKAIOT OCTaTKHA Maruu [pakoHa, fa... U YTO Thl TaKOe, S eJie-ejie ollyiaio Te6s?
— CMOTp# mepeq co0oii, cCIipocu Ipoc.

[Toka TuTaH MaKCHUMAaJIbHO CKOHLIEHTPHUPOBAJICSA Ha IIOHUCKe CJIedO0B Maruu, IOMHMO AxHOOTHH, OH
3aMETHII B CJIeOEI IPYIroro O4YeHb MOTYIIECTBEHHOI'0 3aKIIATHUSA, a TaK XK€ II0OYTHU HEBUIUMEIH U
HEeOCs3aeMbIil ITIOTOK Maruu. 9pocy, MOZKHO CKa3aTh, YTO JIMIIE IIOBE3JI0 3aMETUTE €T0.

Cettuac nepen co00¥ TUTAH BUIEN UL 3DUD, TPKO-KEITOTO 1IBETA, TPUHSIBIINM
yesnoBekononobHyo popmy. Ho 3ToT 06pa3 OB CUIIBHO 3aMbLIEH.



— 4 Tebs He cNBIy U faXke ejle-ejie BUXKY, — II0KaydaJs I'oJIOBOY TUTaH, KOTa OH YBUAEN, KaK 3¢up
3allleBeNIUIICS U IToMaxaJl IPEeAIoIOXKUTeIbHO pyKoi, — OTBeTh, TH Bpar UiIu Opyr?

Ot nuua MaBuc BepMusnuoH.

IeBoYKa C ATUHHEIMHU [0 HOT 2KEeJITO-PYCHIME BOJIOCAMM, C CEPbe3HEIM JIUI[OM CMOTpela Ha
yJIeTaIIyo GUTypy OpaKoHaA.

«B mocnemHIO CEKYHMY, s CMOTJIa MX 3aLIUTHUTD...» — MSITKO YIBIOHYBIIKCH, ITOAyMasa oHa, — «Ho
3aKJIATHE TTONYYUIIOCH CIIUIIKOM CUJIBHBIM... MHE IPUAETCS MOTPATUTh HECKOJIBKO JIET, UTO ObI CHATH
€ero...»

TsKemo B3JOXHYB, OHA B IOCTIeTHUYN pa3 6pocuiia B3rIsa Ha ApPaKOHa, YTO yKe UCYe3 3a
TOpU30HTOM. [T0fI0XKIaB eI1l€ MUHYTY HeBOYKA PAa3BEePHYJIACh U 3alllarajia B CTOPOHY MEIEHHO
3aIOIHSBIIIET0CS BOIOM KpaTepa, OCTaBJIEHHOI0 ITOC/Ie peBa AKHOJIOTHH, Hafl KOTOPHIM 3aBHUC
IIPO3PAYHBIN 30/I0TOM Imap. M Korga oHa cobupanach mepeceds 30710TOM Oaphep, TO 3aMepiia u
nepeBesia YAUBIEHHbIH B3TJISIT B CTOPOHY.

«4T0 9TO 3a KyTKas aypa?» — C IIOKOM IIpolLIelTasa JeBo4YKa, IOCMOTPEB Ha 3aBUCIIYIO0 QUTYDY B
He0e, 4YTO UMeJia Cephlil 1IBET KOXKMU, OJIMHHEIE YePHEIE pora U 00MbIlIne KPhUIhS 3a CIIUHOM, —
«JleMoH? U 3Ta aypa OKpyzXKarolas ero Tejuo...»

— I'me ocTtpoB?

«Heyzxkenu Toxke Bpar?» — HO YBUAEB MOSBUBIIYIOCS ITAHUKY Ha €ro JIKIle, OHa ObICTPa BRIOpOCHIIa
9Ty UHEI0 U3 royioBel, — «Torma COI3HUK?»

— I'me oH...? Benb 51 yBepeH, 4YTO UMEHHO 37leCh OH Haxonuics... Moxert g omubcs...? Het! 4 He mor
omubuthes! Yept! I'me octpos?! Bel uTO M3meBaeTech?!

YcnrimiaB ero roaoc, [eBoYka B3OPOTrHYyIIa.

«OH He Bpar s yBepeHa U eCJId OH IPHIIe CIIaCTH UX, TO yXKe OI03[all.» — OHa BUAEJIa CTPaX Ha ero
JIUIE U TO HEBepHe, el CTajlo 0YeHb XKaJlKo TUTaHa, MaBuc xotena O eMy 00bSICHUTH, UTO OHU
JKMBHI, HO HE MOTI'JIa, BEOb TOT €€ IIPOCTO HE MOT BU[IETE.



IeBouka HaOmomana 3a TeM, Kak 9poc o6aeTan Mope uira criensl ¢eit... OHa Bumesa, Kak C Kaxkgou
MHUHYTOM TOT TEPSI Bepy... M Korma TOT OCTAaHOBHUJICS 1 C MyCTOTOM B TJIa3aX IIOCMOTPEJI MIPSIMO Ha
Heé, MaBwuc 3amiakana... Eff 66110 y2KacHO 60JIbHO CMOTPETh Ha HEeTo.

— IIpocTH... — mpoIenTana feBoYKa C TPYCTHOM YIBIOKO# TOCMOTPEB Ha HeTo, — OHU XKUBH,
[I0XKaJyucTa, He CMOTPHU Tak...

XoTb MaBucC 1 MOHUMaJa, YTO TOT €€ He YCIIBIIINUT, HO el ObIJI0 0YeHb KaJlb TUTAHA U 3TH CJI0BA CaMU
co0011 BHIIIIA U3 €€ pTa.

Ona npoponxkuia CMOTPETh Ha Hero, feBo4YKa BUfiella, KaK I'PyCTh Me[JIEHHO CTajla uc4ye3aTh C ero
JUIla ¥ Ha CMEHYy eMy IIpHIlia ApocTh... Ha ce6s, Ha MUp 1 Ha TOT0, KTO «y6un» MaroB XBocta ®eu.

«B03MOXKHO, TaK OHO 6YJIGT Oaxe JIy4Ile...» — HEOCO3HAHHO II0AYyMaJla Masguc.

— AxgHosorus... BHOBE Thl... CHayasa TH Hallafaellb Ha MeHs 6e3 I0BoMa, a Temephb 3a0upaelib
caMoe I0Poroe, YTo y MeHs ObIIO0... XOTh 5 ceuac u He cMOTy Te0st yOUTh, HO 5 caesna 3To... 5
KJISTHYCb, YTO TBOSI CMEPThb He OymeT JIETKOM, ThI IT0XKaJIeellb 0 TOM, YTO ITOCMEJN 9TO CAenaTh! — OT
OIIYIIEHUST HCTOYAEMOM UM SPOCTH U KAXKMIEl KPOBH, 110 CIIMHE JeBOYKY MTONUUIM MYPAIIKH U T0YeMy-
TO OHA [TOBepHya B ero cioBa... OHa He COMHeBaach, YTO Tak OHO U OymeT, — Bce... [IOKOHTECH C
MHPOM U KIISTHYCh, ST OTOMIITY 3a Bac...

Ona ¢ nevanbio HaOmoana 3a CIMHOM TUTaHA, YTO MMOKUIAN 3TO MECTO.

— Tol ono3gan... Ho He BOJIHYMCS, OHU XKUBHL... — U KaK TOJIbKO 3TU CJI0Ba ITIOKUHYJIM YCTa, TO IPOC
pe3ko 3aMep, — OH MeHS yCHbIa...? — YOUBIEHHO pacliaXHyB I'Jla3a, CIIpOCHia OHa cama cebs, —
Ho 3TO HEBAXHO...

— Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO...? — C HeBepHueM IIPOoIIelTala TUTaH, — Hoquy THI €IIe 1en...?

«He yBugern...» — c medansio nogyMmana MaBucC U TOCMOTpesia Ha 6pacieT, YTO IOKOUJICS Ha PyKe
THTaHa, — «ApTedakr...? [Ja u 0 4eM OH?»

OH MeqnneHHO OGGpHYHCH ¥ IIPpHCEB Ha BOAY IIPHUKPEIII I'Jia3a.

«[IpiTaeTcs HAUTH Clebl?» — OHA C JIETKUM yOuBJIeHue Halmrofana 3a TeM, Kak OT ero Teja cTaja
OTHeNsAThCS Oenas ¢ TEMHBIMU OTTEHKaMU [bIMKA, YTO PacIpoCTpaHsIach BOKPYT HEro U Ha
Omukanmui kunomeTp, — Takasi 6omiblas 30Ha MOMCKA... — C IIOKOM ITpolnenTana MaBuc.



OHa c BOJTHEHHEM IIPOOOJIZKHUIIa CMOTPETH HA HETO. Eii cTamo ouyeHb HHTEPECHO, CMO2KeET JIX OH YTO-TO
O6Hapy}KI/ITB. U xorma oH cTan OTKDPBIBATH I''Tla3a U BI3TJIAHYII IIPSAMO Ha Heé, MaBuc YXKe 3TOMY He
CUJIBHO YOUBUIIACh, B€b 3a 3THU YaCkI, OHa y2K€ CTOJIBKO Da3 YOUBIIAJIACh, YTO YK€ K CaMa yCTalla.

«OH CMOTPUT NPSIMO Ha MeHs... Ho 9T0 HEBO3MOXKHO...» — ¥ paii HHTepeca, OHA pPelInia I0OMOXaTh
€My PYKOM, XOTb IeBOYKA ¥ IIOYTH HEe BepuJia, 4YTO TOT MOT €€ BUOETh.

— TyT moMuMO AKHOJIOTHY YyBCTBYETCS €II€ YTO-TO... CIIeOsl 3aK/ISTUS ¥ 0YeHb MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTO,
HO UX OBICTPO YHHYTOXKAIOT OCTAaTKHA Maruu APaKOHa, la ¥ YTO TH TaKoe, s ejie-eJie OIIyIna Te0s?
— CMOTps mepeq co00#, CIIPoCuI Ipoc.

«OH meHns Buput?! Ho Kak?! Beqp 9T0 3¢upHOE TEI0 ¥ €r0 MOTYT BUAETH JIAIIL T, HA KOM eCThb
MeTKa runbguu XBocT ®eu, a [ TeX Y KOro e€ HeT, 3T0 HeBo3MoxkHO! Torga Kak?!

— 4 Tebs He cNbIIY U Jaxe ene-eie BUKYy. OTBETh, TH Bpar?

«Kax s 1o TBOeMy OTBeuy, €CJIA Thl He CJIBIIIKIND U ITOYTH He BUOUIIL MEHS?!» — pa3apaxkeHHO
nogymaja MaBuC, CMOTPS Ha Hero, IIpy 3TOM, OHa YyBCTBOBaJia PafgoCTh, OT TOTO, YTO TOT €€
3aMeTHIl.

— IIpocTu ¥ mpaBha, YTO-TO S CIUIYIUJI, — BUHOBATO PACCMESBILUCH, IPOU3HEC Ipoc, — [logHuMHU
IIPaBYIO PYKY €CJIU «fa», a JIEBYI0 eCJIA «HeT».

— W npaBpa, yKacaouy 4eI0BeK... — IPOTOBOPUIIa IeBOYKa, IOOHSAB JIEBYIO DYKY.
— Xopo1o... — ¢ 061erdyeHueM B3NOXHYJ TUTaH, — CKaXXU OHU KUBHI?

«Jla.» — oHa MOJHSTIA IPABYIO PYKY.

U B cnepyrouul MOMEHT, MaBuc yBuzesna, Kak Cie3bl IOTeKJIU U3 ero rias.

—4d pand... — C BOJIHEHHEM IIPOMIEIITA]l TUTAH, — A oueHb pang 3TOMY... Cnacubo0... Ts Befpb crac ux?

YcpilnaB ero BOMPOC, OHA X0TeJa MOMHSATh MPaByo PYKy, HO HEMHOI'0 IOAyMaB, MogHsiia 06e. X0Th
Maguc u mpuMeHuIa 3aKJsgTHe, HO Maryio oHa B3sja y MaroB XBocta ®eu. W nmuins 61aromapst ux
CHJIBHBIM YyBCTBaM, YTO CMeIlaJIMCh C Marvey, OHa CMOTJIa COTBOPUTDH CTOJIb MOTYIIIeCTBEHHOE
3aKIISTHE.

— U pma, u HET, — 3aiyMYUBO IIPOTOBOPHUJI TUTAH, — f He MOHSI IIoYeMy, HO BCE paBHO, cracuoo.

Omna c uHTepecoM HalOIomana, KakK IeMOH Iiepeq Hel, cTan MeHsAThes. Koxka mproOperna 6onee
IIPUBLIYHEIHN I[BET, POTA KAK ¥ KPHIIbSI HCUE3JIHM, ¥ CaM TUTAH Ha JeCSATh CAHTHMETPOB CTajl HUXKe.



«Marwus 4To mpeBpaiuaeT B feMoHa! Kak xke 3To uHTepecHo!» — ¢ 671eCKOM B Tjla3ax IomyMala
MaBuc, — «X0Tb Ta ieBoYKa ¢ 6eTEIMU BOJIOCAMH TaK ke MOTJIa 00pauiaThCs, HO ero popMa B COTHU
pa3 cunbHee... []a ¥ TeMHas 9HEePrus, 9YTO OKpyzKaJia ero BHIJISAeNa 04YeHb HHTEPECHOM ! »

— 3HAYUT S MOTY HE BOJTHOBAThCS, CKaXKH1, CKOJIBKO ITPOOEPKHUTCS TBOE 3aKIIATHE? — CIPOCUJT TUTAH
¥ BUHOBATO [TI0Kayas roiosoui, — [IpocTH, S IpoCTO 0YeHb paj ¥ He MOTY HOpMaJIbHO AyMaTh...
Ckaxu, 9T0 B Mecdllax? — OHa IIOfHsIa JIEBYIO PYKy, — ['omax? — mpaBasd pyka, — BoT Kak... — C
T'PYCThIO MIPOIIenTas IPoc, HO OH JOBOJIbHO OGLICTPO M30aBUIICS OT IIECCUMUCTUYECKOTO HAaCTPOESHUS
¥ BHOBB YJIBIOHYJICS, — OHU XKUBHI, a 3TO IJIaBHOE U faXke eCIu IOoHaAo0UTCS IATh, JeCsATh, a TO U
OoJbIlIe JIeT KOATh, S IOTOXKMY. ..

Masguc, Habmomas 3a HUM, MSITKO Y/IBIOHYJTach ¥ Pa3BePHYBIIUCE, BITJISTHYIa Ha OTPOMHEIN 30JI0TOH
map co 3HakoM XBocTta Pen.

«4 paga, 4TO y MOel CeMbH, eCTh TaKHe XOPOIIKe APYy3bsi, HO ¥ MHE II0pa...» — IIOMaxaB eMy OHa
3aJjieTesia B 30JI0TOM Gaphep U uCYesa.

— Oii! TTocToH, 51 X04y ellé MHOTO€e CIIPOCUTh! — HO IeBOYKa yXKe ucdye3na u3Buay, — JlamHo,
TJIaBHOE, YTO BCE IIeJIBl, @ XKAaTh... ITO 5 yMelo, HO 0YeHb He JII00JIIo.

Pa3BepHYBINKCE, 3a TOPH30HTOM, OH YBHUIEI MPUOIHUKAIOIHecs Kopabiy ¢ ¢paaraMu Marudeckoro
coBerTa.

«A OHHU He CIeNIUJIH...»
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