— XoTb OBl HUYETO He CIIYYHUIIOCh... XOTh OBl TOPOJ OCTAJICS IIel... — THXO0 IIPOTrOBapuBai Makapos,
OCYIIMB €II€ ONHY KPYXKKY MTHBA.

— MakapoB, XBaTUT y&Ke TaK HEPBHUYATH, 51 JyMal0 JIb3a CMOXKET UX CAepxkKaTh, — YIBIOHYBIINUCE,
IPOM3HEC IPOC, HO AyMaJl OH COBCEM O ApyroM, — «He oXupmas, 4To OHa C 3TUMU ABYMS OYOyT
y4acTBOBATh BO BCEM 3TOM, HO BCE XK€, TOBOJILHO HEOXKUAAHHO, UYTO OHHU MPO3HAIHU Npo GJIeuTy, 1a u
KaK OHU BHIIIIK Ha 3Ty TUIBAUIO?»

TuTaH HEIaBHO MOTYyYUII OTYET OT CBOUX COTMITBAUUIIEB, UTO CIIEOUIIM 3a TPYIIION TEMHBEIX MaroB,
KOTOPHIX OblTa reita. B KOTOpoM GbIJIO PacIUCcaHO BCE, BIJIOTH IO TOTO, YTO CIy4Yuioch ¢ Hary B
11oe3ze, KOTOporo 3a0kuIa rpymnmna JIib3H.

Bceé xke, y Youiin [IpakoHOB, eCTh ofHa 00mbIas cnabocTh, X yKayuBaeT B 11060M TpaHcnopTe. U
yTO0 OBl TOT HE MYYHUJICS BO BPEMS MOE3IKHU, IIb3a «BEJIMKOOYIIHO» BHIPYOuUIa ero, ygapoM JIaTHOM
TIepYaTKyu B KUBOT U 3a0blna ero TYLIIKY TaM.

BoT u ocTaBmIKCE OOUH, OH BCTPETHUI Mara TeHeu, Torfga ke oe3[ OCTAHOBUJICSA M TOT Hamasl Ha
Harty, Ho YOwuiine [IpakoHOB He COCTABHUIIO TPyda ero nmoduts. M Torga TeMHBIN Mar BEIPOHUT
dbneiTy. A Korga yuacTHUKY runbauy [HeB TuTaHa coOupanuch 3abpaTh €€, oe3s pe3Ko moexasn u
Harry c6exan. Y Mar TeHel ycIien B3Th QIIEHTy.

Opoc ke mpuKa3ana UM OBITE OYeHb OCTOPOKHEIME C HEIO ¥ He PUCKOBATh 3a 3ps. Jla ¥ Torha yepes
TIapy MHUHYT ITOE3[1 OTSATh OCTAHOBUJICS M €0 3aXBaTuiia rpymna TEMHEIX Maros, 4To 1 OXOTHUJIUCH 3a
dbnenToit. Y cOrunpaUUIEI TUTAHA CTAIM XKAAaTh YIOOHOTO ClTydas OISl aTaKu.

Crapuk Xe B 3TO BpeMs [ONUB €Ille€ KPYXKKY, UKHYJI, a eT0 IIEKH CJIerkKa I0OPO30BeH.
— IIa u uéprt c ropomoMm! Byxaxaxa! IIycTs B3pEIBAIOT K 4epTsAM!

— Bcé xe CMUPHUIICA C HeI/I366}KHI:IM, — KHBHYJI TUTaH, CMOTPA Ha CMEIOIIET0CsA MaKapOBa, —
JlagHo, MaCTeD, BaM Y2Ke XBATUT UOUTEe JIydllle OTOOXHUTE U IIPOCIIUTECH, OIa U Y2Ke Bedep...

— 4 He mpsiH! — Bo3pas3un MacTep XBocTa delt, B3SIB eI1é KPYKKY, — 4 C JIETKOCTHIO MOTY CTOJIBKO
XKe BeIIUTh! UK!

«Temeps eIé u 0 IbTHOM CTapUKe 3a00TUTHCS...» — TSIKEI0 B3IOXHYB, TUTAH IOCMOTPEN Ha
Maxkaposa, «MoxeT 3akogupoBath ero? [Tapouka 3enuil umu apredakT KaKOU-HUOYOb U BCE...»

Macrtep XBocTa ®eil BOPYT B3OPOTHYJI U C ONIACKOU ITIOCMOTpPEJI Ha Jpoca, OTOOBUTAsACh OT HETO
nopasnbiie. [IoueMy-To CTapuK UCIBITa] JIUIKUM CTPax, CMOTPS Ha TUTaHa... Y 9TOT CTpaHHBIN
B3rysh... OH ero BUfen NUIlb OgHaXKAk! y [10/TI0MWKY. ..



— YTt0-TO Ccryuusnocs, MacTtep? — yBULEB 3Ty IUIOTOSAHYIO YILIOKY Ha JIUlle TUTaHa, OH OTOLIEN el
[anblile OT HETO U CIIPSTall KPYXKKY 3a CIIMHOM, a ero 60eBo¥ AyX ObIT KaK HUKOTAA BEICOK, — «YTO
3TO C HUM?» — yOUBJIEHO nofyMan TutaH, yBuneB 60eBoil HacTpoit MakapoBa, — Macrep...?

OMOMHUBIIKCEH, CTAPUK BUHOBATO YIRIOHYJICS ¥ IIOKA4asl TOJI0BOM.
— Ox... [IpocTH, 51 TPOCTO 3ayMarsics, B 001ieM He 6epu B TOJIOBY.

— Ara... — B 3TOT MOMEHT, OPOC HaXMYyPUBIIUCH TIOCMOTPEJI Ha OOHY U3 CTeH, — «[leMoH...? Her,
CIUIIKOM c1abslii... CTpaHHO, Halo TPOBEPUTE.» — KOT'Jla TUTaH coO0upascs cKkadaTb MakapoBy, YTo
coOupaeTcs YUTH, TO YBULET er0 Cepbe3HHIi B3rnsa. M o6a neperyisHyBIINChH, IOUIIN B CTOPOHY
BHIXOfIa M3 OCOOHSIKA, 3@ HUMU ITOCJIeIOBA/IH eIIl€ [IBa CTapHKa.
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Ctos Ha He0OMbIIOM BO3BHIIEHHOCTH I0fasblle OT MakapoBa, OH C HEIIOHUMaHNEM CMOTpeJl Ha HeTo
¥ Ha MapHS PSAOOM C HUM. ['pyas KoToporo Onlia IepeBsg3aHa OMHTaMH, ja ¥ BHITJISAEN OH B JOBOJIBHO
IIJIOXOM COCTOSIHUU. A B ero pyKe Oblna Ta camas ¢reita, «KonbibempHasg».

«Bcé xke MakapoB 3T0 MakapoB, IILITAaETCS BEPHYTh YeJIoBeKa Ha CBETIIYIO CTOPOHY, Haxe eCJIi TOT
X0YeT ero yOuTh...» — B3OOXHYB, IPOC IIOKadasl TOJI0BOM U IIepeBesl B3TJISAM Ha YETHIPEX
nonOexkaBIInxX Maros Xsocta deii.

— Jpoc?! — ynuBIeHO BOCKJIUKHYI J/b3a, HO NTepeBes B3Ik 3a ero CIuHy, OHa yBUAela
MaxkapoBa ¢ TeM MaroMm c ¢nentoir, — Ero Hago octaHoBuTh! ECu OH CHIrpaeT Ha 3Tod (rieuTe, TO
MacTep MoxkeT yMepeTh! — ¥ Korfa Ta cobupanack mpobexkaTh MUMO JP0Oca, TOT CXBATUII €€ 3a
pyKy, — Otnyctu!

— Ycnoxoiics yKe U IpoCTO CMOTPH.
— 9poc, TH xX0Yelb yOuUTh cTapuka?! — BOCKIUKHYN Hally u puHyscs B CTOpoHy Makaposa.

— Macrep bo6 Ba BEIXO, — ¥ KaK TOJIBKO 3TH CJIOBA MOKUHYIH POT Ipoca, 3a cuuHaMu OTHEHHOTO
Yo6uiinp [IpakoHoB u 'pest, mossBUIAcCh ToCTas GUTypa C KPBUIBIIIKAMY 3a CITMHOM, YTO CXBATHUIIA UX
U CTajla MPUXUMAaThCI K 3TUM [IBYM.

— IIpocTo namoyku... B MoeM BKyce! — IMOKpacHeB MPOM3HeC CTapukK, 00HKUMast o0IeJHEeBIINX
IapHe#, a Te PO MEITAINCh BEIPBATHCS.



B 5TOT MOMeEHT ITapeHb HapoTuB MakapoBa coOMpacs IOAYTh B HEE.
— 9poc! OTnyctu! — ¢ TpeBOrou BOCKIUKHYJIA Ob3a, IEITasACh BEIPBATh PYKY U3 XBATKU TUTAHA.

— IIpocTo cMOTpH...

MakapoB CIIOKOMHO CTOSIJI CIMHOX K HEMY, a lTapeHb HEPBHO CMOTPEJI Ha HETOo, fiepXka (QIerTy B
MUJITUMETPE OT TY0...

— Hwuuero He U3MEHHUTCSI, — MIPO3BYYasl TBEPOKIM rooc MakapoBa, Mar 3a HUM B3IPOTHYJ, — TH HE
CTaHeIlb CUIIbHEE U ciabbie OCTaHYTCs cabbiMu, HO... CmabocTh 9TO He MOpOK. JIIoou u3HaYaaIbHO
cnabvl, OMHOMY OBITH CTPAIIHO, IIO3TOMY CYIIEeCTBYIOT TUIIBOUYU U APY3bsi, — MacTep XBocTa deit,
IIOCMOTPEJI C YBEPEHHOCTHIO ¥ BEPO¥ B CBOM CJIOBA, B I'Jla3a IApHIO, YTO HEYBEPEHHO CMOTPEIT Ha
Hero, — YTo OBl He OBIJIO CTPAIIHO, MBI TTOAIePKUBAEM APYT ApYyTa U UAEM Bliepén. KoHeuHo, K 11e1u
MOXKHO MITH O4Y€Hb [JOJITO, HO ITOKA MBI BEPUM B 3aBTPAIIHUH [IeHb, HAC IIePeIoIHsIeT cua. YTo Ol
nepecTaTh 00 ThCS, JOCTATOYHO YILIOHYTHCS ¥ He HAaO HUKAKUX (IIeHT.

Mar yponun ¢hieiTy Ha 3eMJII0 U yTial Ha KOJIeHH [lepe]] CTapUKOM.

— Cphamcs.

B 310 XKe BpeMs1, OpoC OTIYCTUNI JIb3Y.

— Bcé ke yMeeT 9TOT CTapuK peydu 3afBUTaTh, — MSTKO yNIBIOHYBIIKNCH, TUTAH ITIOCMOTPEI Ha
non0eskaBINX K MakapoBy pafioCTHHIX MaroB XBocTa Peii.

— TyT He OCTIOPHIIL, — YXMBUISSCh, TpousHec ['onaMalid, a BoO CTOSIT B CTOPOHE OT HUX, HEPBHO
MOTIAbIBas Ha Jpoca.

— Ila He BOIHYMTECH Bbl, He OTYEKPHIXKY S BaM siulia... CerofHs, — BeIMKOAYIIHO IPOU3HEC TUTAH.

ToT Ke XMypo IIOCMOTPETT Ha HEro, YCIIbIIIaB CJI0BO «CETOHS», TSIKeJI0 B3JOXHYI U eIllé THICAYY pa3
1I02KaJsieB, YTO TOTfa MpUcCTas K 9pocy, bob Tuxo yies, a 3a HUM nocienoBan u I'onamaiis. PsagoMm ¢
TUTAHOM OCTAJIMCh JIUIIL JIBOE.

910 Kosepor u meByika, 67I0HAWHKA C IIMHHBIMYA BOJIOCAMHU 3aBSI3aHHEIE B XBOCT, B OPaHXKEBOU
py0allke, KOPOTKO#M 100Ke U CepHIX CaHHansax. Y Hee ObIJI0 04eHb MUTIOBUIHOE JIUIIO C OONMBIINMU
KapUMH T'1a3aMu.



OHa CO CJIOKHBIM JIMIIOM CMOTpeJia Ha Hero. 9poc U caM He MOT IOHSTh, YTO YyBCTBYET OEBYIIKa U3-
3a KOKTeMIsl 9MOLUY, 0TPaXkaloIIUiCs B e€ ria3ax.

— 30paBCTBYMTE, MOJIOOOM FOCIIOOWH, — MOKJIOHUBIIKCH, BEXK/IMBO IpousHec Kosepor.

— U s pap Te6s BUIETh U KakK S BUXKY, CBOI0 MUCCHIO ThI BHITIOJIHUII Ha OTJIMYHO, — YJIBIOHYBILIKCS,
THATAH CIIOKOMHBIM IIaTOM ITOMOIIEN K JIIOCH U TIOJIOKUB PYKY Ha €€ MaKYIIKY, TPOIOIXKUII, —
[TpuBeT, ManlbIIIKa, JaBHO 5 TeOs He BUME, JIET JeCsTh, He MeHbIIIe, a Y2Ke TaK BBIPOCIIa, CTalla
HACTOSIIEeN KpacaBUIlEH. ..

— Cmacu00... — BCXJIMIIHYB, IIPOIIIENTasa AeByIIKa.

— Out! A Hy xBaTuT miakaTe! TH XKe yKe B3pocyas OeBYIIKa, Ja U IJlakaTh U3-3a TAKOr'o Kak s, 3T0
IIPOCTO pacTpara cies!

[NopHSB 3amyIakKaHHEIE TJIa3a, OHA MITKO YIBEIOHYIach U PE3KO CHeJaB LIar BIEPEN, YTKHYIACh JIUIIOM
B €r0 TPYIb.

— ¢ BaM mpaBpa oueHb O1arofgapHa 3a BCE, UTO BHI I MEeHS CHeJIajii, XOTs BH ¥ He IIPUXOAUIIN KO
MHE HU pa3y, HO KaXK[IO0# Iofl OTIIPABIISsIA MHE TIONapKy U ITHUChMa C T03PaBIeHUsIMU Ha €Hb
POKIEeHMSs, HOBBIY TOX ¥ Ha APYTrHe NMPa3gHUKY U JaXKe OCTaBUJIU CBOETO AyXa, YTO OBl OH IIOCTOSTHHO
IPUTIsSgeIBai U 3a00Tuscs 060 MHe.

— 41 nmume ucmonHsn obellaHre TaHHOe TBOEW MaTepH, 03ab0TUTHCS O Tebe...

— W 4T0? — 1OCMOTPEB B €r0 I'1a3a, OHa MATKO ynbbHynach, — 4 Bce paBHO OarogapHa BaM 3a BCE.
¢ Beb TONMBKO pagy 3TOTO IOKKWHYJa CBOM IOM, YTO Obl HAUTH Bac...

B sToT MoMeHT, 1o 16y 9poca cKaTUIach Kalis X0JI0gHOTO I10Ta, KOT/ia OH IMIOYyBCTBOBAJ 3a COO0M
NérKoe yOMICTBeHHOE HaMepeHue, HallpaBIeHHOe He OT (JIeHTH], B KOTOPOH HaXOOUTLCS NEMOH, a OT
CyIlIeCTBa HAMHOTO CTpAIllHEe YeM OHa, C IIMHHBIMU aJIbIMH BOJIOCAaMH U B PHIIIAPCKOM OpoHe.

— O... JTrocu, TH 3HAKOMa C HUM? — «MSITKO» YJIBIOHYBIIUCH, CIIPOCHIA DIb3a, IPX 3TOM JIXIIIb
B3TJISIIOM KpoMcas 6eqHyio Gurypy dpoca.

— 4 ero u 1McKaia, OH TOT CaMBIi YeJIOBEK, O KOTOPOM 4 Tebe Torma pacCCKa3EIBajIa.

Ycneimas 370, J1b3a mepecTala UCTO4YaTh KaXOy KPOBU U C YOIUBIIEHHEM IIOCMOTPEJIAa Ha Spoca.

— Torpa s paga 3a Te0s1, HO... — B 9TOT MOMEHT OT (GJIEUTHI CTAJI0 HCXOOUTh OTPOMHOE KOJTHYECTBO
TEeMHOU BOJIIIEOHON CUJILL.



— Bort Benb, 6€3BOIbHBIE BOJIIIIEOHUKY, — HaMl HUMH IOSIBUJICSI OTPOMHBIN TEMHBIH BOJIIIIEOHBIN KPYT,
— 4 Gorbllie He MOT'Y 9TO TEPIIEeTh, 5T IMYHO IOXKPY Bac! — Kak TOIBKO I'oJIoc ucyes, (ieiTa cTana
PE3K0 pacTH B pa3Mepe, ITOKa Iepef HUMH He MOSBUIOCh OTPOMHOE TPEXTJIa30€e UymOBHUIIE Pa3Mep C
IIeJIyI0 TOPY, C IBYMsI PyKaMu, HOTaM{ U OJHOU T'0JIOBOK. B ero Tene Tak e IPUCYTCTBOBAJIO
00IBIII0e KOJIMYECTBO JIBIP.

— I'pomapuHa! — IOKMpPOBaHO BOCKIUKHYI Hally BEIIy4uB riasa.
— OTO ¥ eCTb ero UCTHHHAs (hopMa ieMOHa KHUTH 3epeda, — HaXMyPHUBIINCH, IPOU3HEC MaKapoB.
— Yro GymeM mesiaTh CTApPUK? — HEPBHO CIIPOCHU ['pei.

— CoxxeM! OH ke U3 IepeBa, MO-060MY XOPOILIO TOPeTh OymeT!

CospaB Oruennsii [llap, Oruennst Youiiia [IpakoHOB ¢ 6716CKOM B rjla3aX CMOTpPESI Ha JIeMOHa
nepen coboi. Ho oH HUYero He ycIes CeNaTh, Beb B CIIEAYIOIUN MOMEHT, ITOJIy4YUJI TOA3aThIILHUK
OT XMYPOU OJIb3HI.

— He rnynu Hany, ecnu 651 ero MOXKHO OBLIO TaK MPOCTO CXKeub... Hamy, ['peit, BBl ugé€te o MHOM!
MEI yHUYTOXKUM €ro!

— 4 ax BocmbItan!

Ho 3poc He gan M HamacTh Ha [JeMOHa, BCTaB llepef HUMHU.
— OH MoH.

— Ou! MbI TOXe XOTHM TIOBECENUTHCS! - SPOCTHO BOCKIUKHYN Hally, HO ONy4YuB eIe oguH
TI0A3aThIILHUK, JTATHOM ITepUaTKOM, pe3Ko 3aMojyaj. I'peli, 4To Tak XKe paHee XOTeJl IoAiepXKaTh
CBOET0 COTIePHUKA, PE3KO 3aTKHYTCS OT rpexa MoJablle ¥ CO CTPAXOM CTaJl IOTJISALIBATh Ha JJIb3Yy.

B 5TOT MOMEHT, IEMOH BOPYT IOCMOTPEI B IIPaBO, OTKy/a pa3faBaiiCh rojioca 1 BEICTPEJIUII K30 pTa
(b1OIETOBEIM JIy40M, YHUUTOXKUB I1e/Iyl0 Topy. M romoca ¢ KaxXkmol CeKyHI0N CTAHOBUIUCH BCE THIIIE.

— JlagHo, g peniui, 1 CbeM OYIIN BCEX Bac! — paCCMeABIINCE BOCKIIMKHYJI JE€EMOH.

— A CUJIEHOK-TO XBaTUT? — C OCKAJIOM ITPOM3HEC IPOC, BLICTABUB PYKH BIIEPE].



Hapg meMoHOM mOSBUINCH IBA OTPOMHBIX KPACHBIX Maru4eCcKux Kpyra. M B cnegyouai MOMEHT
IeMOHa IpuaaBuiio K 3emse.— 4Yto?! Kak 970 B03M0xkHO?! KaK KakKOW-TO 4eI0BEUMIIKa CMOT MEHS
momaBuTh?! M 910 Marus... Het! - ucrepuuecku 3akpudana KomeibenbHasi, KOTia BTOPOH
Marm4ecKuy KpyT sSpKO 3aCHUSJI U CTall MOTJIoaTh JeMOHa.

HpﬂMO Ha I'lla3aX Y MOKNPOBAHHBIX MaroB, I€MOHA BTSAHYJIO B BOJIIIIEOHBIM KPyT U TOT 9epe3
MT'HOBEHHE IIOT'acC.

SPOC Ke IIOYYBCTBOBAJI KaK Ha ITapy IIPOLIEHTOB BO3POCJId €TI0 MarudecCkas CUJjia, a TakK XK€ y HETO B
T'0JIOBE ITIOABUIINCH 3HAHHUA 110 Mal'll 3BYKa.

Ho cam TuTaH OBLT pa309apoBaH, KOHEYHO OH GBI paj MaTuX 3ByKa, HO €€ MOXKHO MCIIONb30BaTh
7k B popMe [leMoHa, a ¥ IPUPOCT BOJIIEOHOM CHIIbI OBII MUHMMAIBHEIM. XOTSI B 9TOM HUYET0
CTPAHHOTO He OBIJIO0, Bemb caM 10 cebe, TeMOH ObI Cl1a0bIM.

— Tak nerko ogoneTh geMoHa KHUTH 3epeda...
— W npaBma, OH IOCTOUH TUTYIIOB «YOuiIlsl [leMoHOB» 1 boronsdpaHHOTO.

— OH HaCTOAIIUNA MOHCTP.

Bce MaCTepPa CTaJIh MIEIITAaThCA U C BOCXHIIIEHNEM CMOTPETh Ha Spoca.

«3JX... C KaXObIM JTHEM OH CTAaHOBUTCS BCE CHJIbHEE U CHJIbHEee, ceidac g faXke He MOTY YBUIETh
TIPefieNibl er0 CUJIH, BO3MOXKHO... [laxe ['MImapTc eMy yKe He CONMEPHUK...» — C JIETKOM YIBIOKON
nyMan MakKapoB, CMOTPS Ha MAYIIEero K HUM THUTAHa.

— 4 3aKOHYMJI, KaK HaCUET IPOJOJIXKUTE Becebe? A 3aBTpa C yTpa BCe BMECTe BEPHEMCS B
Marsnonuio, — IPou3HeC IPOoC MOoJouad K rpymme Xsocta Pei.

Kak TONTBKO Te YCIBIIIIANK 3TO, Y BCEX ITapHe# W OJHOT0 JIeTAIOUIero KOTa 3aCHsiiM Ia3a. [leByIIKH
e ObTH 60Jlee CoepKaHHI.

— XKpauka! — pagocTHO BoCcKIuKHYI Hartry.

— MHoro }Kpa‘-IKI/I! - IIOBTOPHIJI 3a HUM JIETAIOIINM CUHUH KOT, 130 PTa KOTOPOT0 TEKJIN CIIIOHH.



9poc He OBIJT CUIBHO YOUBIIEH, YBUAEB 9TOTO JIETAIOIIETO KOTA, Beb B €T0 TUIbAUN €CTh TaKOW XKe
nuToMell y CTUHTA U OH yKe CIIOJIHA MCCIeOOoBa ero ¥ HU4ero HeoOBYHOTO B HUX TUTAH He
o0Hapyxui. [TpoCTOM KOT yMEIOIIUH JIeTaTh ¥ TOBOPUT.

— IIa, mpucoemUHSANTECH, AyMai0 HUKTO He OyaeT MPOTHUB, — TUTAH ITIOCMOTPEJ B CTOPOHY ITapHSs, YTO
IBITaICs YOUTH MakKapoBa C oMOIIb0 (ieiTrl, — Thl TOXKe JaBai, GUT 3HAET KOTHa Thl CMOKEIITh
ellé HOpMaJIbHO II0eCTh, — TOT B OTBET T'PYCTHO YIHLIOHYIJICSA ¥ KUBHYJI, IIOCJIEIOBAB 3a BCEMU B
OCOOHSIK.
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