I BOpeLKui MPOBET HAC 110 CKPHUIISIIeH JIeCTHUIIe Yepes MapagHyo Ha BTOPOH 3Tax. M KaxkOwld pas,
KOT[Ia ITOJl HOTaMU CKPHIIEJIH TIOJIOBUIIEI, 5T IIOHKUMAJI, YTO ITOMII€3HOCTDb ITOMECThS JIUIITh BHEIITHSS,
BHYTPH BCE MaBHO IIOpa MeHSTh. BO3MOXKHO, IaXe X035HHA.

HaBepxy oka3ascs IPOCTOPHLIM KOPUIOP, HO COBEPIIEHHO He OCBeIIEHHEIN. CTIH fepkal B pyKax
MacCJITHYIO JIaMIly, [aBaBIIyIO JIUIIb T0f00ue cBeTa. [IpUIIOCh IpaKTUYEeCKH KPacThCsl, YTOOR HU Ha
9YTO BO ThM€ HE HAaTKHYThCS.

- 3[mech, - MyK4MHA TOJKHYI IBEPbh, ¥ IIepej] HaMHU OTKPHIJIACh CKYIHO 00CTaBIeHHas KOMHATa:
KpOBaTh, CTOJI, CTYJI fa IKad - BOT ¥ BCE, UTO HAXOOUIOCh BHYTPH. - ['eHepas He MIOOUT U3JTUIIECTB,
CUMTAS UX XKEHCKHMM KallpU3aMH.

- A KaK Xe Torfa npuxoxas? - yonusuics Ajl. - TaM 0T KapTUH U IIBETOB B Ijla3ax IeCTPUT.
- Takoe nuIbL Ha IIEPBOM 3TaXKe, TIe U3penKa MOSBISIOTCS T'OCTH.

- A, IOHATHO, TO €CTh, Ha IIePBLIM B3TJISA[, T€HEepasl TaKOU BEICOKOKYJIbTYPHBIY, @ KaK I'JISHelllb
riny0xkKe, BCE OKa3bIBAETCS HE TaK PaflyKHO.

- He 6ymem 06 aToM. MHe HeJb3s BEICKA3hIBATHCS IIJIOXO O TOCIIOAWHE, MaXKe eCIIA 9TO TaK, - [TOCie
9THX CJIOB IBOPEIKUI CHOBA CKPHUBUIICS.

Mgl IpoLid BHYTPb.

- 3anucu KopHenus B cToJE, - KUBHYJI OH. - OCTaBIIIO JIaMITy, €CJIX YTO-TO TOHA#oOUThCS,
obpaImanTecs, - C ITUMU CII0BaMU YOaIUIC.

- Y xak HaM obparraThCcsa? - pa3Beén pykamu An. - ['me ero temnepb UCKaTh?
- [TpocTo 1030BEM, - OTMaXHYJICS S ¥ OTKPBII AIMIKK IHCHMEHHOTO CTOJIa.

TaM 0Ka3aj0Ch MHOXKECTBO UCIIMCaHHBIX JIUCTOB, PUCYHKH, 3allucy, BeruucieHus. Kasanocs, uto Ka
coO0upaeTcs craBaTh HOKTOPCKY0. KakuM 00pa3oM OH XOTeJ HaUTH Mara, 0 KOTOPOM T'OBOPUTCS JIUIIh
B nerenpe? HeyxTo u mpaBpa Bepuin? XoTs B LIeHTpabHOM MUpEe ¥ He TaKOe MOXKET OBbITh.

- Muru, a 4to 3a neresga? - IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA 51, HOCTAB 6YMal"I/I.

Iu ocmaTpuBana ukad, Al 1 [AKaaH ITIOXHYIKCh Ha KPOBaTh, a Oonblnerpynas OpioHETKa CTOsIIa
PSIOM ¥ BHUMATEJIbHO U3y4asia 3alKCH.

- Ecnu He ommbatocsy, To Ka uckan JlecamaHa, - OTBETUIA Ta, HEe OTBIIEKASCh.
- Pacckaxems? Takoro B yueOHUKax HeT.

- KoHeuHo, HeT, 3TO XkKe CKa3kKa, - yJILI0HYJIach OHa. - [leTCcKas UCTOPUS PO MaTbYHUIIKY, KOTOPHIA
XOTeJ XUTh BEUHO.

)%k

«JlaBHBIM-HABHO, KOTTIa BOIH KpaCHOFO OKeaHa OMEBIBAJIN 6epera II5THU IIYCTEIHE, a ropr MEPTBENIOB
PaCCTUIAIUCh 3€JIEHBIMU PaBHUHAMH, Ha 3€MJI€ BJIaCTBOBAJIM KMETEI. Benukui HapPOH, IIPaBUTEIIN
KOTOPOTI O IIPHBEJIX CBOIO UMIIEPHUIO K HEBUIaHHBIM BEPIITHNHAM. Hx IIporpecc mo3BOJIdn



IIyTelIeCTBOBATh MEXY MUPAMH JIUIIb 110 OMHOMY K€JIaHWI0, OHKM CIIOCOOHEI OBIIIH YIIPABIISThH
BpeMeHeM ¥ MMPOCTPAHCTBOM. JIIOOU KUK THICSYENIeTHIMU, He 3HAIX rojiofa u 6one3Hei. Torma
OBLIIO 30JI0TOE BPEMSI.

Ho y Bcero ecTb CBOE Ha4aslo, ¥ Y BCET0 eCTh CBOM KOHell. He Bpar u3-3a CTEHEHI, a Bpar U3HYTPHU
0[10JIe]I TAPMOHMIO KMeTOB. MIMIlepust Hayasia THUTh U3HYTPU. BIaCThUMYIIIUM 0Ka3aa0Ch Majo
IOCTaTKa, OHU XKaXKIaslu BCE OoJbllle U OOJIbIIe, ITI0KAa He Havajiuch OOMHU 3a COCeIHUe 3eMIIH, a
IoCjIe ¥ Bpaxaa Mex co00i. bpar momién Ha OpaTta, CHIH Ha OTIa. PeK¥ KpOBU IOJIMIIKCE 10 HOPOTraM
HEKOT[la MOT'y4eil JepKaBhl, ¥ paclanach OHA Ha JeCSATKYU KHSIXKECTB, a Te, B CBOIO 0Yepedb, Ha COTHU
CaMOCTOSITEJIbHBIX TOPOIOB.

HecaTuneTus MIu AOPYyT 3a OPYT'OM, JIIOOU IIPOOOJIZKAJIX BOEBATH 1 TI/I6HYTI:>, IIporpecc, mo KOTOpoMy
IIpOIljia I/IMHepI/If{ KMETOB, 1m03a0b1Ics. O TeXHOIOTHSIX l'[03a6bIJ'II/I, OJOBEPUBINNCEH JIUIIb I"p}/'6OI;I cuie.
PasBuTas 1uBuUIM3alusa CKaTUIach OO YPOBHS BapBapOB, 4TO Oeranu IIONTYT'OJIBIMM IIO IIOJISIM U JIeCaM.

VIMeHHO B Te HECIIOKOMHEIe BpeMeHa U ponuiics JlecamaH. Manb4uK POC B CYPOBOM MHUpeE, Ha
rpaHulle MaJIeHbKOI'0 KHSIKECTBa, KOTOPOe IIOCTOSTHHO IIOOBEPrayiock HaberaMm, YTO KOUEBHIX IIJIEMEH,
YTO COCENHUX y3yprnaTopoB. OH paHO IOTEPSII CEMBIO, PAHO OCTAJICS OOUH, HO MY ITOBE3JIO,
MaJIbYMKa IIPUMETHII Mar U3 COI3HOTO0 ropona. CTapuk 3abpal ero K cebe B yUeHUKH U [ajl 3HAHUS O
BEJTUKOU cuje 60ToB, 0 ObIION CclTaBe MaroB ¥ KOJIIYHOB. JlecaMaH BIUTHIBAI 3HAHUS, CJIOBHO T'y0OKa,
HO He BCE€ y Hero IoJIy4asoch C MepBOro pa3a, OMHAKO MalbuMK 0KAa3aJICs HaCTOWYMB U BCETOa
moOuBasICS TOTO, K YeMy CTPEMHUJICS.

[Inu romel, JlecaMaH MPeBPATHIICS B KPETIKOTO ¥ KPACHBOT'0 IOHOIY. A BOT CTapuK, 00yJaloIIui ero,
HETIOCTUXKUMBIM 00pa30M CKOHYAsICs. [ToroBapuBaiy, YTO YYEHUK CAMOJIMYHO YOUI YIYUTENIS, HO
KaX[Ibli, KTO BUMEN IapHs, TYT XKe 0TMeTasI 3Ty MBICIIb, TaK KaK YHUCTHIE TJla3a ¥ IIpeKpacHas
ynbIiOKa HUKaK He MOTJIM IIpHHasiexkaTh youiitie. Bce ObIM 0YapoBaHBl €r0 KPacoToM, M Majio KTO
MOTaBIBAJICS, HACKOJIBKO OJIM30K ORI K HCTHHE.

[TapeHb cTas r1aBHEIM MaroM B ropofe. M3y4yas OuONIu0OTEKy yYuTeNs, HallléJl MHOXKECTBO
3alpeTHHIX 3aK/IMHAHUK. TEMHAs Marus oka3asach [Jig Hero MoucTuHe OeClleHHBIM IofiapkoM. Bcero
3a Mapy JeT OH CMOT OOCTHYh TAKOT0 MOTYIIECTBA, YTO yKe He KHI3b IIPaBUJI TOPOAoM, a JlecaMaH.

Ho u sToro emy Kasanoch Maio. Mar 3apydusics OAgepKKOM cocenell U MOIIET BOWHON Ha caMoe
00JIbIII0Ee KHSKECTBO. 3aTest Ka3ajach IIPOBAIbHOM, B TOM CPaXKEeHUH TOJIETJIM THICSYM XPabphIx
BOMHOB, KaK C OOHOM CTOPOHEI, TaK ¥ CO BTOPOi. Ho B mocnegHuit MOMEHT JlecaMaH IPOCTEP PYKH K
HeOy, ¥ OHO TPECHYJIO0, a U3 TPeIuHE! XJIBIHYIN TEMHBIE TBapH, YTO MOXKKUPAI U PBaIu Ha KYCKU
BpaxKeCKuX CojmgaT. Mar mobens1, HO C TeX IMop Mpo3BaH OblT TEMHEIM, U KaXKObIM Y€JI0BEK, JIUIIb
IIpY YIIOMHUHAHUY €Tr0 UMEeHHU, OIIyCKaJl Irjla3a ¥ CTapaJiCs CKPHIThCS, KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.

JlecaMaH He IIaguJI HUKOTO, MaXKe CBOMX COI3HHUKOB. Bce, KTO BHIIIEI C HUM B TOM OHUTBE IIO OGHUM
¢bmaroM, Ha CIEOyIOIIUY OeHb OKa3alTuCh T0CaXKEHHBIMY Ha KOJI. [TogMsB mop ce6st uX 3eMIIH, OH CTall
eIUHOIMYHBEIM ITPABUTEIEM HOBOM UMIIEPHH, Ha3BaHUE KOTOPOM CTEPTO U3 JIETOMKUCEH.

[Inu roxel, JlecaMaH TpaBUJI JKECTKO, HO CIIpaBeAyinBo. [Ipy HEM HayKa U Marus 00beJUHUINCE U
pa3BUBAJIKCH B paBHOU CcTelleHH. [Iporpecc e BIepeR U, Ka3aloCh, HUYTO HE MOXKET 3TOMY
noMeIats. Mar moyjy4usi moMolllb AbSIBOJIbCKUX TBAPEU, YTO IOTOBHI ObIIM UCHIETIENIUTD TI060T0, Ha
KOT'0 OH yKaxeT. Y TOIbKO CMepTh MOTIJIa €T0 OCTaHOBUTE.

VimeHHO ¢ 9TUM JlecaMaH U CTOJIKHYJICS. Y HEro ObIJTI0 MHOXKECTBO 3KEH, MHOTO JIeTel, HO HUKTO U3
HUX He yIlesnell. B uMIepuio Mpuxoquau HOBEle 00JIe3HH, 3aTOBOPIIUKY U HaéMHBIEe YOUNUIIHI, fa U
IIPOCTHIE CITy4alHOCTH, BCE 3TO 3abKpasio y Mara eqUHCTBEHHO OJIM3KUX miofel. TEMHBIN BJIaCTUTENh



Tepsia BCIYECKYI0 HaeXKy, JepXKa B PyKax Tejla MEPTBHIX.

Torpga-To oH 1 00BsIBUI BOKMHY camolii CMepTu. Ho mio0ble IONBITKY HAUTH XKeJlaHHOe He NaBaju
71000B. MUHYTh KOHEL CBOMX [IHEW HUKaK He II0y4anochk. B KoHIle KOHI0B, JlecamaH pemmics
BBI3BATh OJHOTO 13 6oroB TEMHOM BceneHHOM, IPUHECS B XKEPTBY [ECSATKU I'OJI0B CBOUX ITOJaHHBIX.
A Korpa TOT ABUJICS, Ha HECKOJIBKO JIeT HaJ, MUPOM IT0BUC/Ia ThMa. OgqHaKO Mary yaajioch BEIBelaTh
cekpeT GeccMepTHs, HO I 9TOT0 IIPUILJIOCH ITOKEPTBOBaTh COOCTBEHHOM XKK3HbI0. OH yMeD,
IIpeBpPATUIICS B IIpaxX ¥ BOCCTaJl U3 Iemja, 06peTsi HeObIBasoe MOTYIIECTBO.

[Tocrne aToro oH ucue3. KTo-To roBOpui, 4YTO TEMHBIE CYIITHOCTH ero 3abpainu ¢ co6oM, Tak Kak
MCYe3NI1 U OHHU, KTO-TO, YTO UMIIepaTopa yOUIH COepHUKHU. A ObUIM U yTBepXKAaBinue, OyATO BUAENH
JlecamaHa Ha ceBepe. OHU TOBOPUJIM, YTO OH COCTAPHUJICS ¥ BBIXKUJ M3 YMa, HO BCE PaBHO €TI0 Helb3s
OBIJIO C KEM-TO CITyTaTh. MiMIIepusi BHOBb pa3Bajujach, a MaMsITh O HEH CTEPJIach, OCTABIIUCE JIHIID B
BHUIe JIETEeHN ¥ CKal3aHun».

)%k

- M-ma, - HOKHYJ AJl, BHUMATEJIBHO CNYIIAOMMY paccka3 UHru. - [leTckas cka3ka, rosopuls? Torma
HEYIUBUTENBHO, 4TO Ka BEIDOC TaKMM MpadyHBIM.

- Eé 3HaeT OOBITMHCTBO B UMIIEPHHU. ['0BOPST, HAllla CTPaHa IIOCTPOEHAa Ha OCKOJIKaX UMEHHO TOTO0
CaMOTO0 TOCYHapCTBa, CO3TaHHOT0 JlecaMaHOM TEMHBEIM, HO HOKA3aTeIbCTB HUKAKUX HET.

- Y Ka, moBepuB B 9TO, PELIU OTIIPABUTLCS Ha IMOKMCKU TOTO CAMOT'0 Mara, 4ToOnl BepHYTh Jlecny? -
nmepecnpocuna Ju.

- Bupumo, Tak, - KUBHYII 1, HOCTaB U3 00Iel KUkl mapy 6ymar. - TyT Koe-4To UHTEpPECHOe.
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