BockpelieHne Ka3HEHHON KPOHIIPUHIIECCH (1).

[TepBast HOYb B KAUeCTBe HEBECTHI KPOHIIPUHIIA. [0 TparuyecKux COOBITUN TOM POKOBOM HOYH.

9T0 He OBIJIO TTOX0KE HU Ha OAHY APaMy CO CYaCTIMBEIM KOHIIOM. KHWHKaJ B Moel pyKe OBbIJT KpaCHBIM
0T KPOBH MyXa.

[Tocrne cBagbOH 5 XKMana ero B IOKOSIX pyOMHOBOTO ABOPILIA, HO OH TaK M HE MOSBUJICS.

YcraB XKpmaTh, maXke He CHSB TSIXKeJBIX CBafleOHBIX OJIeXK/, ST 3aCHYJIA, BEIITUB BUHO, KOTOPOE MHE
nopasa ¢ppennrHa. 3aTeM S OUHYJIACh U3-3a MPOH3UTEIIBHLIX KPUKOB JIIOAEH. .. TPUHIL OB yOUT!

['nsigst Ha 3aTyMaHeHHBIE 3paYKy KPOHIIPUHIA, HATOMUHAIOIIKE T7la3a MEPTBOM PHIOHL, 5 ITOHSIIA, YTO
0H OO0JIbIIle He MBIIINT.

Anast KpoBb Oblnia pa30phI3raHa IOBCIONY Ha KPOBATH, IMle OH JiexaJl, ¥ Kalaja C KUHXKaja B Moen
pyke. [Ipoxa, s C TPOXOTOM BHIPOHHUJIA OPYKHE.

Moe cepaue OUIIOCH TAK CHUIIbHO, YTO OTIABAJIOCH 3XOM B yiax. Kak Obl 51 HU CTapaliaChb
COCpPeo0TO4YUTECS, B I'OJIOBE Y MEHS BCE PaBHO OBLII0 ImyCTO.

MeHs 00BUHUIM B yOUKCTBE My2Ka B IIEPBYIO Xe HOYb II0CTIe Hallel CBafbOhI.

— Ero BricouecTBo yOUT HacneqHou npuHIeccoi! CxBaTuTe ee HeMe[IeHHO!

CTpa}KHI/IKI/I CPa3y XKe OKPYXKHUIIN MEH.

— Ornyctute MeHs! Kak BBl CMeeTe MOJHMMAaTh Ha MeHs CBOU I'PA3HBIE PYKHU!

4 n3BuBaIack BCEM TEJIOM, COIIPOTUBIIAACH, KPH4Ya, HO HUKTO HE 06paman Ha 3TO BHUMaHUsI.

MeHs 3aTalIuIg B IOA3eMeNbe, U, KaK 5 HU CTapasiach, s He MOTJIa IOHSTh, YTO IPOUCXOIUT.
MpaMoOpHBIE OBl UMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOPIIA XOJIOIUIIM MHE HOTH.

YTo XKe MOIUIOo He TaK? [ToyeMy MeHST HaKa3bIBAIOT 3@ CMEPTh HACJIEIHOI0 MIPHUHIIA?

OH OBITT U3 TEX, C KeM 5 Jaxke He 00OMeHUBaJIaCh B3TJISOM, He TOBOPS yXke 0 o0BU. [ToaToMy
KPOHIIPHHIT OTHOCHUJICSI KO MHE O4YeHb XOJIOTHO.



B TeueHue mOCIeIHUX OBYX JIET OH OBLT OeccepmeyYHEIM Y4eI0BEeKOM, Jaxke KOrfa Hallld Tla3a
BCTPEYAJIMCh HAa PACCTOSIHUM, OH HUKOTTAa He MPU3HABaJl 3TOT0. JTOT YeJIOBEK faxe He MOAMyCcKall
MeHs 0JIM3KO K cebe.

TonBpKO 3a Heeo J0 CBagbOk T CMOTJIa SICHO Pa3TJIioeTh ero JIHIIO.

4 HUKOr[a He BUJeNla TaKOM XKeCTKoi ynbiOku. [ToHavamny g XkKajesa, YTo CTajla ero HeBeCTOM, HO OH
nuIIs Opocan Ha MeHS JIe[sTHbIe BITJISOE U 00JIbIe MBI 0C000 He IepeceKaauch.

Yro OB 51 HU [ejaja, OTell ¥ MaTh BCerga TOPAUINUCh MHOM. OHM, BEPOSITHO, MyMaJli, YTO S CTAHy
HaCJIeMHOM IIPHHIIeCCOo, KoTopas OymeT O0pOThCs 3a TF060BL HApOaa, a He 3a JTI000Bh IIPHUHIIA.

OpHako 51, KOTopasi y4uiach BHIIOTHATE 0053aHHOCTH KPOHIIPUHIIECCHL ¥ TOTOBUJIACH CTATh YJIEHOM
MMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbH, Obllla 00BMHEHA B YOUNCTBE HACIIEMHOTO IIPHHIIA.

B yeMm Torma GBI CMEICTT MOEH KU3HU?

CKOIBKO 51 ce0s IIOMHIO, I BCcerha Obljla TaKOH....

Heyxenu 51 mOTpaTHiia BCe 3TO BPEMS TOJIBKO [IJIS TOTO, YTOOBI OBITH 3aK/IIOYEHHON B TEMHHUITY CPa3y
II0CJIe CBaObLOwI?

Yo ele 00JIbIIe orop4ario, 4yem Hpe6bIBaHI/Ie B 3TOM TEMHOM, KHUIIAIIIEM TaPdKaHaMH I10g3eMeJIbe,
TaK 3TO HEBO3MOZXKHOCTE YCJIBIIIATh HOBOCTH O MO€EU CeMbe.

B mymHo¥ THIMHe MeHs pa30ynun 6nmu3kuit npyr. Het, s Oblla eIUHCTBEHHOM, KTO CYUTaI HAC
IPY3bSIMU.

— Ouu 4TO, Haxe He HakopMunu Tebs? benHas, xkankas Bennura. Kak Takoe MOTIo CyuuThes? 5
chenasna 9To cama. Hy Xe, ems.

OHa mocMoTpesia Ha MeHsI C COUYBCTBYIOIIUM BhIpaXkKeHUEM Jiilia ¥ Opocuia B MOIO CTOPOHY
oyTepOpon.

— 9-3T0, KAaKOr0 4epTa THI fesaens? Po3au!

— Yro 51 menmai? BeHHUTA, 3HAEIIH JIU TH, KaK MHE OBLJIO IPOTUBHO CIIYIIATh Te0S KaXkObIN pas,
KOTTa THI HEIJIA, YTO He X04ellb OBITh HacliemHoM mpuHIieccon? Tebe moCcYacTIUBUIOCH IOTHATHCS 10
TOTO TI0JI0KEHUSI, 0 KOTOPOM s BCerfa MeydTasia, ¥ BCe Ke Thl OCMeJIUIIach CKa3aTh: «f He X04y OBITh
HacJegHOU MPUHIIECCOM» mepeno MHOK?! — T'omoc Po3anu ObLT MOJTOH THeBa U HeHaBUCTH. OHa
CMOTpeJia Ha MEeHS C JKEeCTOKUM U MCKaXKEeHHBIM BhIpakKeHUeM JIULa.



— Torga Imo4YeMy Thl MHE HUYETO He paCCKa3aJ1a? ThI HUKOTTIa HE CMOTPeEJIa Ha MEeHA CBBICOKA4d, BCET A
CTapaliaChb YTEIIUTh MEHA 1 TMOHSATH! Hoquy ZKe ThI IIOCTYIIaellb TaK cenyac?

— Tei Bce elrle He noHsIa? Kak MOKHO OBITH HACTOJIBKO TIyIOMN? [IpUTBOPSTECS, YTO THl 3HAEIIb U
TIOHMMAE€Illb, YTO S YYBCTBYI0, HA CAMOM JieJie TOBOIbHO 3a0aBHO. Thl HUKOTA HE TOHWMala, KTO Ha
caMoM [iejie ObIJI TBOMM COI03HKMKOM, a KTO TOJIBKO MCIIOIh30Bajl Te0sI, YTOOR CTaTh OIHXKe K
HACJIeMHOMY ITPUHILY.

AX, Kak KaJb.

¢ cxBaTHIIa COHABHUY, CXKUMas KyJaK, IIepernoHeHHass YyBCTBOM 00Uk, pa30YapOBaHUS U
npegatenbcTBa. Hukorga Ovl He mogyMara, 4To y Po3amu, Moel nydlei oapyTru, BCe 3TO BpeMst
ObLIM TaKue MBICTH. [10 CHX IIOp OHA HUKOT{Ia He IT0Ka3kiBasla CBOI0 MCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTD.

— Tak BOT I0YeMy THI IIOCTOSTHHO OBIIa PSOM CO MHOH... S fyMasa, 4To BCe 3TO BpeMsi, KOTOpOe 5
noTpaTusia Ha o6ydyeHue, 4ToOH CTAaTh HACIEOHOU IPUHIIECCOH, OBIIO IOTPavyeHo BIyCTy0. 5
3aBupnoBasa Tebe, 1 Oblyla Tak HaWBHA, YTO He 3aMedasa, KakK BOKPYT MeHs KPyTHUJIach Takas ragkas
3Mes, CKpEIBasi CBOe OTBPATUTENIbHOE, HAIIOJIHEHHOE PEBHOCTHIO «S51» IIOT JIMYHOCTHIO COCTPafalomen
IIOPYTH.

I'ma3a Po3anu 3m06H0 cBepKHYIH. OHA CBUPEIIO YCTaBUIACh HAa MEHS, IT0X0XKas XUITHUKA, TOTOBOTO
yIapUTh CBOIO JKEPTBY.

— Yrto? 3mes? Xa! Trl gaxe He Ha Inar Bnepenu. Hy, a Kak Ovl THI MOTJIa 3TO cAenaTh? EnuHCTBEHHAsS
IPUYHHA, 10 KOTOPOU ST He OTXOMAuIIa OT Tebsi Bce 9TO BpeMsi - UTOOH YBUIAETh 3TO OIYCTOIIEHHOE
BHIpaXkeHNe Ha TBOEM Jiulle. ITO BeIpakeHMe YUCTOM MYKH, KOT[a 51, KOTOPOIO Thl CYUTasla CBOEU
camoy OnM3KOM oApyToH, mpenaio Tebs!

Crapasich COXpaHsATh CIIOKOMCTBHE, S COeflasia TIyOOKUH BIOX, XOTSI MeHs Ouila CUIbHAS APOXKb.
YcnrimmaB ee C0Ba, 5 MOHsIA, YTO Po3anu 3Hana o 6yoymieM yOuicTBe MPUHIIA, ¥ TPOCTO XOTesa
TIOJICTABUTh MEHSI.

— Yro TH uMeeIb B BUAYy? Tak TeOe n3BecTHO, KTO youn Ero BeicouecTBo? ThH 3HaNa, YTO MEHS
HEeCIIPaBeINBO OOBUHST B yOUNCTBE HACIIEMHOI0 MPUHIA?!

4 xoTerna ocTaBaThCs CIIOKOWHOM, IOTOMY YTO He XOTeJla IIOAMUTHBATh ee caMoJiio0ue, HO MeHS
CITAIIIKOM TIOTPSICJIO 9TO MPEHATEeIbCTBO U TOT GakT, uTo Po3anu 3Hana, 4YToO MeHsS 0OBUHST B
yOuiiCTBE IPUHIIA.

HeBYUIKa IIMPOKO PACKPEHIIIA I''lTa3d U YXMEBIJIbHYJIACh, 3aJIMBadACh CMEXO0M. Ee By'J'Ibl"aprIfI X0XOT 3XOM
Pa3HeCCA II0 I03EeMEJIBI0.

— Tebs ckopo Ka3HsAT, Benrura. Tol Oymels cTpagaTh B 9TOW TeMHUIIE, IJIa4a U CTPajas, moka Tebs



He Ka3HAT! Kcratu, He 3a0ygb OECTh 3TOT CIHABHUY. 1 MCKPEHHE TOPKYCh TEM, UTO B IIOCTIETHUN pa3
TH Oymens ecTh 6yTepOPOA, KOTOPHIH 51 TUYHO Te0e TPUTOTOBHUIIA.

— ITo... nopoxpu! YTO CIy4YUNIOCH C MOUMU POJUTENIMHU, C MOUM OTIOM?! CKaxu MHe!

Korpga st ¢ 6071b10 OKITUKHYTIA ee, Po3anmu ocTaHOBUIIACH, IOBEPHYJIA 'OJIOBY U TOCMOTPeJIa Ha MeHs. Y
MeHS TTOSIBUIIOCH JKeJlaHKe ITIOHYTh B ee YXMBIISAIONIeecs U0, HO 0O0JIbIlle BCEro Ha CBETE MHE
XOTEJO0Ch YCIIBIIIATh YTO-HUOYIb O POTUTENISX.

— Trl Hafesnach, 4YTO TBOM POOUTENIU BBIKUBYT II0CJIE BCero 3Toro? 'epuor [I0IIpo BMeCTe CO BCEMU
CBOMMH JIIObMU U KeHOU OyayT yOuTel. Temepsb Tl 3HAEIh, CKOIBKO JII0fiel IIocTpafao u3-3a Tebs!
Tak CIIOKOWHO IPUMH CBOIO Cyas0y U yMpu!

4 cobpasa BCIO CBOIO S3HEPTHIO, XOTSI Y MEHS faxke He OBIJI0O JOCTATOYHO CHJI, YTOOBI CTOSITh Ha
COOCTBEHHBIX HOTaX, 0E€CIIOKOSICh, YTO MOU POIUTENIN MOTYT OBITh B OITACHOCTH.

Her, B03M0XkHO, OHU yKe yMepnu. Korpa 5 mogymaina 00 9TOM, TO IIOYyBCTBOBaja Takoe OTYasiHUE,
YTO faxKe He CMOorJa JgblaTh. ['HEB, KOTOPHIM g UCIEITHIBAJIA U3-3a IIpefaTenbcTBa Po3anu, cnessl,

IIPOJIUTHIE U3-3a CMEPTHU HACJIEQHOTO IIPUHIIA, HEe MOTJIM CPaBHUTHCS JaxKe C TOU OOJIEU TOrO, 4TO A
YyBCTBOBaJla M3-3a Y2KACHOM CygbObl MOUX PONUTETIEH.

CTpaI.HHO OBLITO IIOAYyMaTh, YTO OHU MOTJIM TdK YMEPETH U3-3a MEH.
B Kako#-To MOMEHT TeMHOTa CTajla TaKou y}KaCHOfI, YTO A OazKe He 3HaJld, CKOJIBKO IIPOIIIIO
BPEMEHH. TumiHa cHOBa OblTa Hapyli€eHa, ¥ BMECTE C YbHUMHU-TO MIdT'aMU IIOCJIBEIIIAJIOCEh ITPEPBIBHUCTOE

ObIXaHHE. ITO Oblna HMIIEpaTpUulla CerneHa, KOTOpPa4 IIPpHUIIda KO MHE B TEMHOTE C JIaMIIOK B PyKe u
BJIa2KHBEIMU T'JIa3aMH.

— JI-nengu BenHHUTA...

VimmepaTpuiia bypnaHa, KoTopast 3Bajla MeHS KaJIOCTIIUBLIM T'0JI0COM, OBICTPO ITOCTABUIIA JIaMITy Ha
TI0JI ¥ TTOIIPUBETCTBOBAJIA MEHS, IIPUIIOTHSB IIOJI0JI CBOETO IIaThs.

— Jlenu Bennuta, Baire 6;1aropogHoe, mpekpacHoOe JIUII0 CTajI0 TAKUM XyIObIM. 1 mpocMoTpena
nHeBHUK Ero BrICOYeCTBa, HO OMHOT0 3TOT'0 OBIJI0O HEAOCTATOYHO, YTOO! JOKA3aTh Ballly
HEBMHOBHOCTb. MHe O04eHb XKaJlb, Jlemu BeHHuTa. 4 He Melo MpaBa BCTpedaThes ¢ BaMu...

2KeHIuHa He MOTJIa 00JIbIlIe TOBOPHUTH, TIOTOMY YTO IIJIAaKasa.

— 4 B mopsmKe, Tak 4To He OecrokoiTech 00 3TOM, Baiie BennuectBo. OgHaKoO MeHSI HHTEPECyeT
MOSI CeMbsl. UTO C HUMHU CIIyYHUJIOCH?

He B cumax 0TBeTUTh, UMIIepaTPULIa BEITEPIIA CJIe3Hl U MIPOTSHYJIa MHE YTO-TO, YTO PaHblIle fepXkaja
B PYKe.



— Hpe}KJIe BCEro, BO3bBMHUTE 3TO, Iedu BeHHUTA.

970 OBIJIO ITOX0XKE Ha BOJ'II.LIG6HYIO KHHUTY, HO 4 HE MOI'JIa ITIOHATH, OJIsd 4ero OHa HyXKHa, IIOTOMY 4YTO
He yMeJla YUTaThb BaqapOBaHHHﬁ TEKCT.

— YTo0 5TO Takoe?

— OT0 KHHUTa BegbMbl. OTKpHIBAUTE CKOpEe.

— My3BIKabHbIH pa3aen. OTO MeCHs, HallMCaHHAs MyKeM KeHIIUHbBI, KOTopas Oblla JI0KHO
o0BMHEHA M Ka3HEeHa KakK BeJbMa B IPeBHHE BpeMeHa. JTa KHUTA - JIeTeHJapHLIH apTedakT,
KOTOPHIM, KaK TOBOPSIT, JaeT BO3MOXKHOCTh BEPHYTh cebe KU3Hb B HECIIPABEAJIMBOM CUTYALIUHU.

— CnymaiiTe BHUMATENbHO, Jieau BeHHuTa. Bac ckopo ka3HaT. Torga, Bo 9TO GBI TO HU CTaJo, Bh
MOJIXKHEI MCIIOJIb30BATh 3Ty KHUTY U CIIeTh IIECHI0 BedbMbl. O0s3aTeNIbHO CHesaiTe 3T0. Bh
cibimanu? Eciou 910 cpaboTtaet, Bl cMoXKeTe BCe UCIPABUTh.

4 B3siy1a KHUTY, BPYYEHHYI0O MHE UMIIEPATPUIIEH, U TpUkKaa ee K TPyau.

— Jlenu Bennuta. B crnemyromuii pa3 00513aTeIbHO UCIIPaBbTe BCe 3TO. {1 yBepeHa, 4uTo Brl cmoxkeTe!

Korpga TIOPEMHEBIE OXPaHHUKN HpI/I6J'II/ISI/IJ'[I/ICI:, T'0JIOC 2KEHIIIUHEI CTall Ooiee TOPOIIJIMBEIM.

— IIpunnecca Tae CKOpPO MOJIyYUT KOPOHY.

TIOpeMH.II/IKI/I IIPOHIJIK MUMO 2KE€HIIMNHBI 1 OTKPHIJIN 2KE€JIE3HYIO IBEPE, IIBITASACh 3aTKHYTh MHE DOT. Tem
He MeHee, OHa BCTaJla I1epengo MHOH U yoapuila TOPEMHOI'O OXPaHHKUKA II0 JINITY.

— Kakoii no3op! Ee BennyecTBo, MMIiepaTpuiia 3TOU CTpaHbl, IPUCYTCTBYET B 9TOU KOMHaTe! Thl
IIocMeJI 3aKpHITh POT Jiefu BenHuTe y MeHs Ha riia3ax! Thl, JOMIKHO OBITE, COILIEN C yMa!

— Ilpunnecca Tae cka3aja,yTo er Ha[O 3aTKHYTh poT. MMIiepaTop TakXe cka3ai: "Brl MoxeTe
oTpe3arTh e S3bIK, ecyiu OHa Oy[IeT COMPOTUBIIATHCS .

— Her! TTomen aToT uMmepaTop K yepty! 4 nyurie coipy ¢ yma! Bel y6monku!

VimnepaTpuiia CeyieHa 0TYasiHHO IIbITalach ITOMeEINATh CTpakKHKUKaM 3aTKHYTh MHe poT. Ho motom s
HEXKHO CXKajla ee PYKH.

— Batre BenuuectBo. { B nopaake. fA npuMmy noxenanusa Ero BenrdecTtBa. Tak 4T0, moXkKanyucTa,
OCTaHOBUTECE.



Cne3bl HABEPHYIUCH Ha r1a3a uMmepaTpuisl Cenensl. OHa Iakana Y MeHs Ha TPynu, oOHUMasi MeHs
3a IJIeYy, CJIOBHO I'OBOPSI, YTO 3TO HECIIPABEIUBO.
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