OH OBl yCHEIIHbEIM YAHOBHUKOM U — K CYaCThI0 — aPUCTOKPATOM, HO IIPOUCXOAUII U3 MECTHOU
ceMbHU Ha okpauHe. OgHaAKO CMOT IIOIIACTh BO ABOpel 6e3 CBsi3el, CBOMMHU cunaMu. Ero HasHayunum
pykoBoputeneM MimnepaTopckoi 6ubnuoTeku. ITo OBUIO BHICIIEE 3BaHHE, KOTOPOE MOT IIONYYUTh
4eJI0BeK, He UMEIOIINI TIOKPOBUTENIEN. OTO MeCTO OBUIO 3HAUKUMBIM, IIOCKOJIBKY [1aBasio JOCTYII K
BaKHBIM IOKyMeHTaM, IOCTYI K KOTOPEIM KMeJia ToJIbKo MiMnepaTopckas ceMbsi. [Ipu atoM pabota
Oblyla He TAKOU YK U CJIOXKHOM.

OpHaAKO ero BO3MOXKHOCTH 9TUM He OrpaHMYuBaINCh. OH BEPHUJI, YTO MOKET MHOTI'0e, HO HeT Oojee
BLICOKOH HOJIXKHOCTH, KOTOPOM OH MOT OBl JOOUTHCS.

[TpencTaBuTENN 3HATHHIX OBOPSIHCKUX (GaMUTUN U UX OU3KKME POJCTBEHHUKHU HA MPOTSIKEHUU
MHOTHX COTEH JIeT 3aHMMaJI BCe BBICIINE TOCYHapCTBEHHBIE TIOCTH: 3a KaXKIHIM POIOM
3aKpernisiyach J0KHOCTh. CTpaHa Oblyla 04eHb MUPHOM, ¥ ITIOTOMY TOfl 3a TOOOM KOJIM4YECTBO
0I0pOKPATOB HE YMEHBIIIAI0Ch, a JIUIIL POCIio. IMIepaTopcKui ABOp OBLI IIOJIOH CENOBIIaCHX
CTApUKOB, KOTOPBIE ake He AyMaji YXOJUTh Ha IOKOM.

HOSTOMy OH PEIInJI JOBOJILCTBOBATLCA TE€M, 4ET0 OOCTHUI, U IIPOCTO
IIOXOPOHHUIL HEHUCIONIb30BaHHBIM TaIaHT.

Tak Bce u ORLJIO.

Kazanocs, Bce IIJI0 3aMedYaTeNlbHO, OOHAKO BCKOPE OH YCTAall OT TaKOM XKU3HU.

MMIiepaTopcKyo OUOIMOTEKY ITOCEIIanu PeaKo, II03TOMY OH BCeraa OblT OnuH. [IHU CMEeHSIH OAPYT
Ipyra u OBIIM ITOX0XKY ONMH Ha APYTOM, KaXJ0e «CEerofHs», I0X0XKee Ha «BYepa», YTOMIISIIO ele
OoublIe.

Y BOT, omuH IpeKpacHbIM BeCEHHUY NeHb, OH PEIINJI B3APEMHYTh B YTy OMONIUOTEKH, HAKPHIB JIULIO0
KHUTOM, HO BAPYT OTKPHLI T'Mla3a, OyATO ero 4To-TO pas3dymuio.

[Tpen HUM mpefcTana KpacHuBas JeBYIIKa, YbE€ TEJI0 CBETHJIOCH B JTydaX IIOJIYIEeHHOTO COJIHIIA.
Ona yneibanack eMy, IOATepeB Iog00POI0K JIalOHBIO.

— THI KTO? — CIIPOCHUIT OH, KMYPSICh OT CJIETISIIIIeT0 COJHIIA.

IeBylllka, XUXUKHYB, IIPUKPHIJIa €ro ria3a JafgoHbio. EMy cpa3y ke cTaso jierde, OMHaKO OH 0OJIblie
He MOT ee BUJeTh. [lapeHb KOCHYJICS PYKH, XKejasd... yOpaTh ee, HaBepHOe?

— He OTKprBaI;I T'lla3d, — CKa3dJla OHa MEeJIODUYHBIM, HO TBEPOBIM I'OJIOCOM.

OH KuBHYyN 1 yOpasn pyKy. EMy He X0TeI0Ch CULETh C 3aKPLITHIMU I'Jla3aMU, HO 110 KaKOH-TO
IPUYMHE OCITYIIAThCS He MOT. [Tol0XKIaB 4y Th-4yTh, IEBYIIKA TOXKe yOpasa JafgoHb.

— Papa BcTpeue, Jlo-Bu-51 [[XKy-paH, — OEeBYIIKa MeOJIEHHO U II0 CJIoraM IIPOU3HEeCsa ero uMs.



OT yauBJIeHHs, YTO OHA €T0 3HAET, OH CIy4YaiHO OTKPEUI rIa3a. OgHAKO Imepe HUM yKe HHKOTO He
Ob1710. BHE3AMMHO OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAaK CEpMlle CUIIbHO ObETCS, a BCe MBIC/IH 3aIl0JIHSET TOJILKO OHA.
OH Bm0oOUICA?..

Bckope moce 3Toro OH y3HaJ, YTO Ta AeBYIIKa — eIUHCTBEHHAs MpuHilecca Mmmepuun. U, xkemas
OBITH C Heli, OH IMOCTABUJI Ha KOH BCe.

[Tocne mONTUX ¥ POMAHTUYHBIX YXaXKUBAHUN OH CMOT CTaTh €€ HAJIOXKHUKOM. M B IepBYI0 HOUb OB
0e3yMHO CYaCT/IMB, YTO CMOT TOOUTHCS ee JII0OBH.

Onmpus, oOHaXKeHHas, Jiexkalla Ha KPOBaTH U 3aflyMYMBO XMYPHUJIACh, @ IOTOM BOPYT IPOXHEIKATA:

— CKy4HO... THl X04ellb MeHs Pa303JIUTh?

— Her... — JloBu4 elne He noHUMaJI, K 4eMy BefeT IIpUHIlecca. UTO e’ MOIJIO He TOHPaBUTCA? Bhll
HeIOOCTAaTOYHO HeXKeH?

— Wnu xe... MoXKeT, TH 3aX04ellb IIOUT'PATh C APYrod OeBYLIKOM? Tak, XOTh pa3Bieyelnb MeHs, —
BOCIIpsijIa IyXOM JJIIpUs, 3ariisfbiBast eMy B Ila3a.

JloBus, HaC/IBIIAHHEIN 0 GaHTa3UsIX IPUHIIECCH, He youBmwiIcA. OgHako 1ofo0Hoe OBITIO AJIs HETO
4YyK[J0, ¥ OH 0TKa3ascsa. OH X0Tes 3aHMMAaThCA 1I000BLI0 TUIIL C Hel. K ToMy XKe psaMo Ha ria3ax
m00UMOY C He3HAKOMOU OeBYIIKOH... EMy OymeT CTBIIHO, U OH He CMOXKET.

[Tocrne aToro mpuHIlecca 6osbille He 3Bajia €ro, a KOrja OH MPUXOANI caM, HacMeXasach Hafl HUM U
pa3BieKanach C APYruM MyXK4YUHOU. JIOBUS CMOTpeEI, ¥ ero cepflie IOKPHBAIOCh TPEIIUHAMU: OHa
Oblya TaKOM 2Ke CTPACTHOM, KaK U C HUM.

JloBUST HUKOTTIa HE PACCUUTHIBAJI, UTO Inapun OyaeT JOCTaTOYHO ero omHoro. Y coBceM He
HaMesyICcs, 4YTO CMOXKEeT IIOJTHOTChIO 3aBiIafeTh el0. OmHAKO OH OXKHOAJI, YTO 3alMET XOTh MaJIeHbKOe
MeCTedKO B ee CepAlle, HO U 9TOTr0 eMy He CBETHUJIO.

JI:060Bb OKPHIIHIIA €T0, a TI0CTIe HU3Bepria.

OH OB IPOCTO UCIOIb30BAHHON ¥ HEHYKHOU UTPYIIKON IPUHIIECCH, KOTOPYIO OHA KHWHYJIa B
KJIafOoBKy ¥ 00Jbllle HUKOT[la He JoCTaBala.

9T10 OBIJIa HacMeIlIKa HaJ HUM. Bedb oHa B3sJ1a ero B HAJIOXKHUKH, a UYTO OHU HOJIKHEI Je/IaTh?
[TpaBUNbHO, PafoBaTh T'OCIIOXKY...

C TeM, KTO XO4YEeT CTaTh HAJIOXKHUKOM, OHA HUI'paeT: IPETEHOEHT HUKOI'Ma TOYHO HE 3HAET, IIOJIyYUT
JI1 OH 3aBEeTHOE MeCTO. M B UTOTE, UTO OBl HI noeial OKprHeHHBIﬁ T000BBIO UK ATYHOCTHIO



MyK4YHHa, 9TOTO CTaTyca eMy He BHAATh. DNAPHUS HAaCUIIbHO yOepXKUBalia TOTO, KTO He XOTeN ee, 1 He
npubnuxkana Kk cefe Tex, KTO 00U U XKeal.

ZXKecToKkas LIyTKa.

Yewm Gombire JIOBUS TPUBSI3BIBAJICS, TEM Becejiee CTaHOBUIIOCH puHIlecce. Ho cTousmo
Omnppuu 3aI0Iy4YUTh €T0 B CBOIO IIOCTEJb, KaK €/ CTajo CKy4HO, ¥ OHa 3a0suta 0 HeM. JIoBus Gosblie
He MOT 3aMHTepPecoBaTh ee.

OH [ONTO YIUBAJICS MOTEepeH, Ipex/e yeM 00paTUTh BHUMaHNe Ha JPYTUX XKeHIWH. Bce

OHU OTJIMYAJIMCh BHEIIHE U TI0 XapaKTepy, ¥ eMy 3TO HPaBUJIOCh. ITO IIOMOTAJI0 IIPUTTyUIUTh OOb.
OH [onTo pa3BlIeKasICs C HUMM, CHOBA ¥ CHOBA OCTAHAB/IMBAs B30D Ha MPUBJIEKATENIbHON AEBYILKE, U
TIofcueT «1mobeq» He 3aKaHYMBAJICS.

B GeckoHeuHOH Yepeqe TOomafaluch U Te, KTO XOTeJI IIPOJOJIKUThL OTHOIIeHUsT. HeKoTophle maxe
IIPU3HABAJIUCh EMY B JIIOOBH...
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