YeTrBepThiil ALl

KpunHaH BHIIIEN U3 IIOpTaia Ha YepHYI0 KaMeHHYIO0 IJIOIIaiKy YeTBePTOro YPOBHS afia. Ilopran
3aKpBIJICA 3a HUM, U OH OTJIAfeNcs, Hagesach HaiTu MunuHky u Aafepa. OH He cpa3y YBUAET UX,
TOJIBKO Ty K€ TEMHOTY, K KOTOPOU ITPUBHIK.

“TBomM APY3bs PSAOOM, - cooOmmI eMy Celix, - TPOCTO UAM IPsIMO. £ OBl CKasasl, 4To Y Bac eCTh
HEMHOT'0 BpEMEHH, YTOOLI TOTOBOPUTE.”

“A moyeMy BB MHe TIoMoranu? - KpuHHaH O6bICTPO 3aroBopui. OH HUYEro He MOHUMAaJ-HU afia, HU
no6era... BCe 3TO He UMeJIO [J1s1 Hero HUKAKoro cMhiciia. CeiizK HeKOTOpoe BpeMs MoTdall, HO I0OTOM
3aroBOPUII CHOBA:

“4l moNXKeH CcKas3aTh, UTO B 3TOM OTBETE €CTh MHOT'O CJIOEB, - TpofopMoTan CelaxK B KaKoe-To
YCTPOMCTBO, II03BOJISIIONIEEe eMy 00IIaThCsl ¢ KpUHHAHOM, - ThI TIOBEPUILL MHE, €CJIU 51 CKaXYy, 4TO
IIPOCTO YYBCTBYIO, YTO 3TO IIPAaBUJIBHO?”

- He celiyac, - KpuHHaH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO YTO-TO IIPOMCXOOUT, HO IIOHATUS HE UMeJI, YTO UMEHHO, -
HUKTO HUKOMY He IIOMOTaeT, II0TOMY YTO 3TO IIPABUJIBHO. A UTO THL OT 3TOTO [10JIy4Yaellb?”

OtBeT CeliKa CHOBa 3amo3dall.

“KpuHHaH, s 0TKpOIO Tebe CEeKpeT, mouyeMy 51 UyBCTBYIO ce0si 00s3aHHEIM IIOMOYb Tebe, KaK TOJIbKO
MEI BepHeM Te0s, - 3aBepusi ero Celix. - y MeHsI oMa BCe TOTOBO [JIs1 TBOEro Mpo0yKaeHus.”

- Kak O TO HH 6BIJ'IO, - KpI/IHHaH OBLIT B3BOJTHOBAH OTBETOM, - OyMalO, 3TO HE UMeeT 3HavyeHus.”

“KoneuHo, 370 umeeT 3HaueHue! - Orpei3nynca Cerugx B 0TBET. - OH Ka3asicsa pa3apaxeHHBIM, - Hy,
s MOMKeH CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO [ejlaeT CO MHOM, 110 KparHel Mepe. 15 Te0s1 BaKHO TOJIKO TBOE
coOCTBEeHHOE perieHue.”

- Mos rpebaHast XK13Hb UMEET [JI1 MeHs 3HaueHue, - apupoBasi KpuHHaH, - BCe, YTO CBSI3aHO C HEH,
MOY OpPY3bsi, MOSI CeMb4... MOsI paboTa. Bce, 4To g [ernaio, ¥ Bce, YTO g KOrfa-nubo menan, UMeeT
3HayeHue.”

“Xopotto. [IepKKUCh 3a 3TO, IIYCTh 9TO IOANUTHIBAET TBOE IyTellleCcTBHEe, YTOOH BRIOPAThCS M3 afa... S
BHXKY, B TBOEM UHBEHTape €CTh IOPTa/JIbHEIM KaMeHb.”

- a, - KpyHHAH HaIlynasa B KapMaHe MaJeHbKUY IIagKuil KaMellek, - MHe ero fajl TapeHb 110 UMEeHU
Iemapno. OH mOMOT MHE IIPOUTU BTOPOX U TPETUM YPOBHU.”

- OTnu4HoO, - BHE3anHo pa3fascs rojoc Jlykaca, 3amenuBmuii ['onoc Cergxa, - U3BUHH, 5 IPOCTO
nofciyiuBai. IlopTanbHbIM KaMeHb JOJIXKEH ITOMO4b Tebe 000UTH MATHM YPOBEHDb; OH U30aBUT Tebs
0T GOMIBIIOTO TOPS, TAK KaK ISATHE YPOBEHD MOJIOH IEMOHOB, KOTOphIe HIYT Te0s. Thl 3HAeIb, KakK
II0JIL30BATHCSI KaMHEM?”

- [lemapro cKa3al MHe, 4YTO S IIPOCTO AOJIZKEH ero cioMaTh. OH cKa3ai pa30UTh ero, Kak TOJBKO S
IIPOMy YeTBEPTHIN YPOBEHD, U TOT{A I CMOT'Y HOOPATHCS MO IIIECTOTO YPOBHS.”

“Ia, - moaTBepaui JIykac, - 04eHb X0po1I0. T ObUT OBl TBOM JyYIINI BEIOOD.”

“TBl CKOPO HaUAellb CBOUX [APY3€l, - OTBETUII T'OJIOC My[pelia, - OHU BCETO B HECKOIbKUX MUHYTaxX



XOJII:GI:I, HpOI[OJI}KafI HUOTH, U THI HafII[eH.IB UX. MBI MOIKHBI UATH, HO MHI €IIle IIOroBopuM, Ipexne
4YeM BBl JOCTUTHETE CEJbMOI'0O ypOBHH."

- Tloka, - KPUKHYII HYKaC, Impexne 94eM KaHall 3aTuxX. Ha stoMm onu yiu, u KpI/IHHaH CHOBa OBIIT
3dHAT TOJIBKO CBOMMM MBICIISIMH, YTOOBI COCTABUTh €My KOMIIaHHIO.

Ero moxofka IpeBpaTuiachk B 0er TpycIo#, a 6er Tpycioi-B 6er, KOTma OH IIOAyMalt O TOM, YTO CHOBa
OKAaXKeTCs B MPUCYTCTBUKM MuIMHKYU. YyBCTBA, KOTOPHIE OH HUCIBITHIBAI K HEH 3a Te€ HeCKOJIbKO MHEeH,
YTO OHM NTPOBEJIM BMeCTe, ObITM COBCEM He IOX0XKH Ha Te, YTO OH KOTHa-Tu00 MUTa K OPYTUM
TIOISIM. DMOIMK, KOTOPEIE OH KCIIHITAlI C Hel B KamiioTe, BepHYIHUCh U CTalu elle cunbHee. OH
JKaxXkasl YBUIETh ee JIUII0, YCIBIIATh ee romoc. OH 0YeHb HeXapaKTepHO XO0Tell 3aCTaBUTh ee
YIBIOHYTHCS ¥ XOTEeIT OBITh PSIIOM C Hel. DT YyBCTBA ObITA OMHOBPEMEHHO OTTATKUBAIOIIUME U
O0ompPSLITUMHU.

IToMa, B CBOel peanbHOM XKU3HU, OH, KOHEYHO, ¥ PaHbllle YyYBCTBOBAJ BleueHre. OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ
3710 emle B KaMsioTe, KOorfia BEIKUJI B IUKOU IIPUPOJE BMecTe ¢ Her. C TeX IOp OH Mepecnal Co CBoen
U3PSIIHOM MOJIei XKEeHIUH BCeX pPac, Kak IIPaBuiio, B Te HOYM, KOTMa ero IOChUTanu Ha OuTBy. s
Hero Bce OBIJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO MPOCTO, IIOTOMY YTO OHU OBIJTM €IHHOMBIIUIEHHUKaMu. Kaxkbli XoTen
130aBUTHCS OT CBOUX KaMHeMH, KOT{la OHU 3HaJ/IM, YTO MOTEHIMaIbHO MOTYT IIPOXKUTDL CBOIO
IIOCJIeIHIOI0 HOYb. YyBCTBA, KOTOPBIE OH HUCIBITEIBAT K MUIMHKE, ObIIM COBCEM HE TaKUMH.

KpunHaH BCIIOMHUJ BPeMs, IIPOBeieHHOEe BMecTe B 3aMKe [Iperia. EMy ObIJIO Tak J1€TKO OTKPHITHCS
e, Kak HUKOTa HU ¢ KeM apyruM. OH mo3Bonui ce0e GbITh YSI3BUMEIM, TOBEPSIS €1 CBOU

yyBcTBa. [lymatb 00 3TOM OBLIO CTPAIHO, HO BO30yKAalollle; OH XOTEeJ II0OYYBCTBOBATh 3TO ellle
CUJIbHEE.

Ot opHO# MbICTTH 00 3TOM €ro 3aTomHuI0. OH He TIaHUPOBAJ ¥ He HafesJIiCs Ha TaKue YyBCTBa, HO
KOT'7la OHU OOpYIININCH Ha HEro, OH ITOUYBCTBOBaJI cebs Kak M0e3[, ¥ BCe 3TO 3aCTaBUJIO €T0
3ayMaThCs, KaKOBO 3TO-UCCIIEI0BATh UX IOJTHOCTHI0. OTO CTPAHHEIM 00pa30M 3aCTaBUJIO €T0
BCIIOMHHUTD 0 cBoeM OpaTe PyGaaHe u 0 TOM, Kak OH OpOCHII BCe, UTO 3HAJI, Pafy CBOEM KEHHI
Amapuu.

Ero HOTM CKOJIb3UNIM 110 KaMHIO 1o HUMU. K TOMy BpeMeHU OH yxKe 6exaJjl II0JTHEIM X0 0M B
HalpaBJeHUH, YKa3aHHOM eMy CeilifizkeM. Brieperu Obi 60/IBIION XOJIM, PELIUTENIbHBIN B CBOUX
JXKeJlaHUSX, OH yIepcs HOoraMU B HaKJIOHHYI0 3eMJII0 U IOATSAHYJICI. MajleHbK1ie KaMelllKY NTafaly,
KOT'7Ia OH IOATSTUBAJICS BBEPX, ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3 eMy IPUXOAUIIOCH IIONHUMAThL cebsi pyKaMu, HO B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH Jo0Opasicsl 4o BepIIMHE XonMa. Korma oH moCMOTpes BHU3, TO YBUAET MUNIUHKY U
AHpepa, OKpYKEHHBIX OKPOBaBJIEHHLIMU TPYIIaMU U OTPYOJI€HHBIMU KOHEYHOCTSIMU TOT0, YTO
BBITJIAAZIENI0 KaK [NECATKYU JeMOHOB.

“4T0 3a YepTOBIINHA... - KpuHHaH noiimMas ce0s Ha TOM, YTO TOBOPHUT, IJIsIg Ha KPOBaBYI0 OOMHIO
BHU3Y, - KaK OHU... - KpUHHAH NPUTTISAENCS U IOHSJI, 9YTO AHIEp CTOUT Nepe[ XKUBBIM feMOHOM. Ero
pyKa Oblna BRITSIHYTA, ¥ IEMOH CTOSIJT HeIOABUKHO. KpHHAH CMOTpPEN U CyIIall.

“TBOe THUJIOE CYIeCTBOBaHUE MIOAOLIIO0 K KOHITy, Heropsii! - BOCKIUKHyI AHep, CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY
Ha0OOK U fefas mar K 6eCIIOMOIIIHOMY IEMOHY, - 51 OOUH IPUHeCY Tebe craceHue, s 0CBOO0XKY Te0s OT
OKOB TBOEI'0 CMePTHOTO Tejia. [IoMsHU Moe UM ¥ PaAyics, u00 IPHUIIIa TBOSI UCTUHHAS

pacmaTa. [Ipu 9THX CI0BaX JeMOH BOH3HUJI OCTPHE CBOET0 KJIMHKA B HUXKHIOIO YacTh COOCTBEHHOMN
YeNnioCcTd, U KpuHHaH yBUAEN, Kak Jie3BKe BHIIJIO U3 er0 rooBh. Korfa ero keprsa ynajia Ha
3eMII10, AHIIEp OTBEPHYJICS ¥ BCTPETHUIICS B3TNIAAOM ¢ KpuHHaHOM.

AHpep yXke He ObIJT TAaKUM, KaKuM OblJT, Korga KpuHHaH BrepBhle BCTpeTun ero. Cuma, JapoBaHHas



eMy B KpernocTu [lpefia, OTKphIJIa APYTYIO CTOPOHY, XaOTUYHYIO U KpOBOXKafHyo0. KpuHHaH 60sics
CIIYCKAaThCS C XOJIMa, IIOTOMY 4TO fAelcTBus AHfepa ObUIM OedCTBUSIMU cyMaclienero. HakoHerr
Mununka o6epHyIach ¥ YBUAeNa CTOSIIEro psagoM KpuHHaHa.

- 9to TH! - KpuKHYyTa oHa u mobexarsna K MOmHOXKMI0 XoaMa. OH, B CBOIO 0Yepeb, MOCIeINI K Hel U
3aMeTuJI, YTO OHA HalllJla CBOYW COOCTBEHHHBIN KOMITJIEKT YePHBIX NOCIIEX0B, OYE€Hb IIOX0KUX Ha
ero. Korma KprHHaH Ha CBOMX HOTaX COCKOJIB3HYJI C X0JIMa, OHU OCTAHOBUJIUCE Y €r0 MOTHOXKHUS.

“41, - BeimoxHy1 KpyHHAH, KOrfa ero riia3a BCTPETUJIUCH C ee rina3aMu. Kakoe-ToO MTHOBEHME OHU C
TOCKOU CMOTpPENHU ApPYyT Ha Apyra. KpruHHAH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK dallla BHYTPHU HETO HAIlOTHSAETCS U B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB ITePeIOoIHseTCs, KOTrfa KaKas-To aMoLus OymyeT B ero Tesie. OH HHCTUHKTUBHO
IIPOTSHYJI PYKY U HEXKHO KOCHYJICA ee Imeku. OHa OTCTynuIa Ha3a[ U 3aMoprasa, CJIOBHO BEIXOAS U3
TpaHca.

KpuHHaH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ KyJlaK mpexkie, Y4eM MOHJ, 4To Impou3oiuio. OHa Bpe3anach eMy B
YyeJocTh COOKY ¥ oTOpocuia Ha3af. Ha MrHOBeHUe OH YBUOEN YEPHHBIE MATHA, ¥ BCE PACIIBIIOCh. OH
TYT K€ CXBATHUJICS 3a LIEKY U IIOTPSIC TOJIOBOM, IIBITAsICh BEPHYTh ce0e ACHOCTh. OHA MPOTSHYJA PYKY
¥ CXBaTHJIA €T0 3a AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH Ha 3aTHUIKE, IIPUTSATHUBAS K cele.

“9T0 3a TO, 4TO MOLEJIOBAJl MeHs, - IpophiYasa OHa. KprHHAH MOPTrHYJI, ¥ OHA HAaKJIOHUIA T'OJI0BY
BIIEpe] ¥ KPEIKo IpuxKanack rydbaMu K ero rybam. OH 3aJ0XHYJICS, TIOYYBCTBOBAB €€ OLIXaHUe, HO
OBICTPO paccnabuiics U MOJI0XKUI PYKY €l Ha 3aThI/IOK.

- i3BUHY, - cKa3as OH, OTCTpaHssach. OHa 3TOro He gonycTuT. OHa MPUTSHYMA ero K cebe u
IIoIle/IoBasla elre pas.

“H 3T0 3a TO, UTO Thl BEPHYJICS KO MHe, - YILIOHYJIaCh OHA, OTCTyIas Ha3af. KpuHHaH, IIMPOKO
PACKpHIB I'Jla3a, TYIIO YCMEXHYJICS U BEITEP CIIOHY C nulla. OH nodecasn 3aThIOK U KUBHYIL.
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