I'ron1] 1 KpuHHAH MOOOLIIN ¥ BCTaM 10 06e CTOpoHH! oT Celimxka. ['toHII 3apeivyar, a KpuHHaH Momda
CTOSIJT C MEYOM B OHOM PyKe M IMUCTOJIETOM B IPYTOM, BAHTOBKA BHCEJIA ¥ HETO 3a CIIMHOM.

-4l yKe TIpUBETT B TPUMeEP BallleTO XXKUPHOTO CepKaHTa U TPOUX BalllUX OPYy3€eH, - HalloMHUI UM Celmx
II0CJIe HEeOJITOTO MOJTYAHUS. - BBl He 00513aHBI Pa3felIsiTh UX CymbObl. [IpOCTO MOBEPHUCH U OCTABb
Hac."

HuxkTo 13 'oBuaHIEeB He mpou3Hec HU cioBa. CnoBa CelaxKa SIBHO OOIUIH I0 HUX. VX HOBBIN
IIPeICTaBUTEeNIh HEKOTOPOEe BpeMsi MoJjida CMOTPeJI Ha 9/1bda, a 3aTeM II0Kadasl T0JI0BOM, BO3BpaIlas
CBOM B3IJIAM K r7la3aM Myapena. OH yXke IIPUHST pellleHne.

- Heynmaua Henpuemnema misi Ero BenuuecTBa, - 3asBUI 0€3RIMSHHBINA COMIMIAT. - S HE OTBEYal0 3a
Takou rpex. CnaBa ¥ KpacoTa Halllero Bo3/00/IeHHOT0 UMIIepaTopa He MOTYT ObITh 3allsITHAHHI
HaIIUMHU HeflocTaTKaMu. [109ToMy MBI 6yieM cpaxaThbCs C KaXKIbIM M3 Bac [0 TeX 0P, oKa He
omepxkum nobeny. Ecmu Mel ymMpeM, npunyT apyrue. OmHaXKOb Hallla MUCcus OyIeT 3aBepllleHa.
YBepsito Te0s1, Inbd, MBI HUKOTHA He ympeM!"

KpunHaH 3akaTui riasa. [IpemaHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO '0OBaHCKAs apMusI MUTaja K CBOEMY UMIIEepPaTopy,
BBI3HIBAJIA Y HETO TOITHOTY. HaOmogeHue 3a TeM, KaK 4eJI0BeK He XKMBET CBOe XKU3HbI0 CBOOOMIHO,
He UMeJIO IJIsi Hero HUKAKoIo CMbIC/Ia. BueTs, KakK OHM BO3/1araloT CBOIO BePY Ha TAaKOI'0 3JI0TO U
MEeCIOTUYHOTO YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOTO OHHU [aXKe He 3HAIOT, Ka3alioch abcypaHeiM. KpuHHAH U
IpefcTaBuTh cebe He MOT, YTO OyJeT XKUTh Tak.

Ceiimx paccMmesinics. He moToMy, 4To eMy OBITIO BECEJIO MIIM BECEJIO, a TOTOMY, YTO OH He OBIJ
yOUBJIEH oBefeHueM ['oBuaHIia. Bo3M0KHO, OH OCTaBUJI IONBITKY criacTé ['0BUaHLEB.

-BrI Bce TymoronoBrie 1 OecIione3Hble, - TPopbivai OH, Kadas TOJI0BOM U ITOBOpadMBasi HOC B UX
CTOPOHY. - 51 OBI CKa3aJl, YTO Bl EeWCTBUTENILHO XOTUTE YMePeTh, He Tak nu? CriymaTs. OYyeHb BakHO,
4yTOOBI BBl TO MOHSIN. ECNTK BH HE COAaguTeCh MPSIMO ceildac, y Bac HeT HU MaJleillero maHca
TIOKUHYTb 3Ty HEPEBHIO KUBLIM... HEYXKEJIH Ballld JKU3HU NEeUCTBUTENIBHO HAaCTOJILKO GeCII0Ne3HH! TS
Bac? Heyxenu HU y KOTO U3 BacC HEeT feTer? Heyxkenu BE BCe JEUCTBUTEJIBHO XOTUTE YMEPETh
ceromHs? Y MeHsI KOHUAETCSl 9HepTusi, 4ToOhl yoepKUBaTh Bac 37ech. Kak TONBKO 51 OTHYILY Bac, BBl
6o ympete, mubo 6ymeTe cBOOOIHEL. BRI MOJKHEI coenaTh BEIOOP ceriyac!”

ConpaTtel He 3Ha/IM IIOKOSI. 'DOMKUU OTPHI3HYJICA Ha BCEX HUX, IIPMKa3aB UM 3aMOjIdyaTh: "MEl HE
OymeM 3armyraHbl BalllMMU I'PEXOBHEIMU Iy TAMU! - OH 3apbiyan Ha Celaxka, - MBI caMmas
MOTYIIeCTBEHHAs apMUs BO BCeM Mupe. Bl moguuHsieTech HaM 110 3aK0HY! IloueMy BEI, BEPOSITHO,
IIePeXUIU CTOJIeTHe, JO3BOJIEHHOEe BaM MUJIOCTUBLIM U BCEMOTYIIUM uMIepaTopoM! TBoe Bpems
UCTEKIIO, OpeBHUM! TBOS XXKU3Hb 3aKaHYUBaeTCs cerdac!”

Ceiimx HeOpeKHO B3MAxXHYJ PYKOi B Bo3ayxe. TOHKUM JTy4 OPaHXKEBOT'0 CBEeTA MOSBUIICS M3 KaxKOOT0
€ro TajIblla B OHO MI'HOBEHHUE, IOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, YTOOR! TOYTH HEe 3aMETHUTh. JIy4M CKPYTUIUCEH B

OJIMH, ITPOPBABIIUCE Yepe3 eHTp 6onTnuBoro 'oBraHIa ¥ B coaTa mo3aay Hero. CeuaK OTIyCTHI
€ro, ¥ COJIAaT OTIIATHYJICS Ha3a/l, He[OBePUMUBO TS Ha CBOIO I'PYMb.

-MEL... - OH 3a0XHYJICS, KOTTa KPOBb IIOTEKJIA C €ro I'y0, - MbL... HETIOOEUME ... - OH IBaXKIbl MOPTHYI
U ynas Ha KojieHHu. [IpexXne 4eM OH ycIiell MOPTHYTh B TPETUM pas, ero JIUI0 YOapuiIoch o 3eMiio. OH
OBLT MEPTB.

Bce ocraBuinecs ['oBuaHIbI U3YMJIEHHO yCTaBUIUCh Ha CenfKa. HUKTO M3 HUX He MOT HUYEro
cka3aTh. CelaxK moBepHYycsa K KpuHHaHy U cOefa HeJI0BKOe JIUII0. - 1 He X0TeJl yOUBaTh IBOUX U3
HUX, - IPU3HAJICS OH C YXMBIJIKOM, - 51 LIEJIUJICA TOJbKO B Nupepa."”



KprHHaAH 3aMeTHII, YTO COJIAAT, KOTOPHIM OBINT CITy4alHO paHeH BhICTpenoM Celxka, jlexkan Ha
CIIMHE, BRITSIHYB PYKY B B0o31yX. CelaxK sSBHO 0O0JbIIE He IepkKall ero B CBOUX pykax. OH Ijiakan u
TI0JI0CKAJI TOpJIo, KOTfa Iofl HuM o0pa3oBasach Jiyxka KpoBu. CeliK IMoKayaJs I'oJI0BOii IpU BULe
3TOTO 3pejullia.

Beneli cBeT Hayasl OKyTHIBaTh PyKy Celpxa. ['0BUaHe TSXKeJ0 ObIIIANIN OT CTpaxa nepeq 0YepeaHbIM
B3pHIBOM, M IIOCJIe MTHOBEHHOU aTaku CelixK MPOTAHYJ PYKY X HallpaBUJI CBET Ha
conpoTuBnsouierocs 'oBuania. Yepe3 gBa MTHOBEHUS COJIZAT IOOHSAJICS C 3€MJIA U C yAUBIEHUEM
yCTaBUJICS Ha CBOE UCILEJIEHHOE TeJIO.

IepeBHs Mondana. HanpsizkeHue OblJI0 04eHb BETIUKO, Bce ObUIX Ha npepenie. LlemuTens cMOTpen Ha
WCLIeJIeHHBIX, U UCLIeJIEHHbIE CTOSI/IA B MOT4auBoM OriaroropeHur. OH TOTPOHYJICS OO CBOUX
TIOPBAHHAIX ¥ CJIOMAHHBIX IOCIEXOB ¥ TocMOTpent Ha CelifKa, JTUI[0 KOTOPOTO ObIJI0 CYPOBEIM.
Mynpern cka3zan: "IloxanyiicTa, cuaiics ceitdac. Tl BO3bMEITh CBOIO XKU3Hb U YOEXKUIIL?"

[TouyBCTBOBaB, KaK HOBasd KOa ITOKPHIBaeT paHy, KOTOpy Cerax ClIydalHO HaHEeC eMy, COIaaT
r1y00KO0 B3OXHYJI U TOCMOTpPEN Ha CBou pykKu. OH 3amsakas ¥ Ipukycus ryoy: "s He mory..." Ceimx
Pa304yapoBaHHO 3aKPHIJI I'JIa3a ¥ CHOBa MaxHYJI PyKoi B CTOPOHY ['0BHaHIIa, KOTOPOI'O TOIHKO YTO
ucuenuia. Conpar ynasn Ha 3eMJII0 ropsllel, Kpudailel rpynou, u Ceuax TsaXKeo B3OOXHYII.

- Heyxenu 9To melCTBUTENILHO cerogus? - Mymapen o6paTuics K ocTaBmuMcs ['0BuaHIaM C
3aKPHITBIMU I'JIa3aMy, - HEy2KeJIl HUKTO U3 BaC He MOXKET B35Th CBOIO 2KU3Hb B CBOU pPyKu? ConpmaThl
CTOSIIM MOJT4a, He OBUTASICh U He TOBOps HU cyoBa. ['ma3a Celka SpOCTHO PacClaxHyJIUCh, U OH
IIOCMOTPEI Ha HUX BCEX.

- OTBeyaiiTe MHe! - 3aKpHUyYas OH, CEPAUTO ONyCKas Kyjaku. ['0OBUaHIEI 3a[bIXaIiCh OT CTpaxa Iepen
HOBOU cusou Hane. ['TOHII yCMeXHYIICS.

KpuHHaH cMOTpeT, Kak CeiIK pasroBapuBaeT C UX BparaMu, U Tafall, YTO MPOUCXOOUT y HETo B
rojioBe. OH He MOT TIOBEPUTh, YTO CeWIK MaeT UM IaHC YUTH U BRIKUTEL. DTO OBIIIO BHIIIE €T0 CHIL.
Bech ero OmBIT TOBOPHIT €My, YTO IIO3BOJIMTh BPAry BHIXKUTh CETOMHS-3HAUUT ITO3BOIUTH OMHOMY U3
CBOUX TOBAPHILEH UK Haxke caMoMy cebe yMepeTh 3aBTpa.

Cpenu mromedt myapell Ob1 4eM-To Bpoae peHomeHa. CTpaHHas LIEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH IIPUAaBal
BCell XKHU3HHU, a He TOJIKO CBOel cOOCTBeHHOI, Oblia BHIlIe, YeM y OONbIINHCTBA. Ero xapru3Ma u
BO30yKIeHHEe TaKxKe ObITM PEIKUMHU YePTAMU XapaKTepa. BO3MOXKHO, TOJEl OMUHOYECTBA CHEIaIN
3TO C HUM. BO3MOKHO, OH TaKUM ¥ POOUIICSA. ETo yM ¥ MyOpOCTh, Ka3alI0Ch, IIOCTOSTHHO MHITAIUCh
IIPEB30MTH OPYT ApPYyTa. BEIIO TPYOHO HAWTK TPEIIUHY B TF000M M3 HUX... OH JeHCTBUTENIBHO OBLT
BYHIEPKUHIOM.

— JT0 Moe nocnenHee npenyoxerHue! - Bocknukayn Cenfx, NpoTaruBas PyKy K CcojijaTaM, - Y MeHs
0CTaJIOCh BCEr0 HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUY, IIpeXke 4yeM 5 oTnyily Bac. Korma g aTo cgenaro,
[I0XKaJIyKCTa, BO3BpallauTech JOMOU. BEl HE yMpeTe, eciiu craesaeTe 3T0. ECu BBl OCTaHETECH 3[ECh
... MBI Oy7IeM BBHIHYXKMIeHb yOUTH Bac."

['oBMAHIIbI CTOSIIM KaK CTaTyu. KpuHHAH MOCMOTPENT HAa HUX, 3aMeTHUB CTPax B HEKOTOPHIX I'Ia3ax.
Crpax nepeg MympenoM, CTpax CMEPTH ... BO3MOXKHO, flake HeuTo 6ombinee. OfHAKO B OCTAJIbHBIX
rna3ax KpuHHaH He yBUEN HUYET0, HUKAKUX 9MOIUH.

- MBI OTKJIOHSIEM Ballle IIpeioxKeHne! - BH HE IOHUMAETe, YTO HE MOXKETE IPOTUBOCTOSTh
MoryIiecTBy MMnepuu u HafiesiThCcs Ha o0eny! Mul OymeM cpakaThCs C BaMU [0 TeX II0P, IOKa BCe
Ballli BapBapCKUe TPYIH He JATYT K HaAIllMM HoTraM. [IpUroTOBbTECH 3allJIaTUTh 3a CBOM I'PEXU IIPOTHUB
ero munoctu!"



Kpunnan Habmofgan, kak CelixK Mojida OMyCTHI T'Jla3a ¥ OTIIBLIPHYT OT cebs KaMeHb. OH
pa3odyapoBaHHO B3[OXHYN U TOCMOTpen Ha KpuHHaHa.

-4 meITancy, - npoienTtan Ceiax, KOrga ero pykKu Hadalau CBeTUThCA cunou HaHe. ['0BUaHIIEI CHOBa
3ameBenunanch, ¥ Cergxk mocMoTpen Ha KpuHHaHa: "3Hai, 4TO 5 He 6eCCMBICIIEHHbIH, 6€3MO3TJIhII
youiinia KpurHaH. 3Hai, 4TO S IOHUMAIO IeHHOCTD XKU3HU... M YTO S CTapajics. Myapell mpuCTaabHO
ocMoTpest Ha ['0BHaHIIeB U, He TPOU3HECS HU CJI0OBA, HU 3BYKa, o0exkas K HUM. KpuHHaH IOCTIenI
3a HUM.

Ha mruoBenue KpI/IHHaH YCIIBIIIAJI TOJIBKO 3BYK HIJIEIIAIOMIKUX II0 3€MJI€ IIOOOIIB €ro CallorT. [llaru ero
OBLIY JIETKU U neneyCTpeMIIEHEI, DEITMMOCTE BEJIMKA. BeTep pa3BeBall €r0 BOJIOCHI, KOT'Ja OH
6POCI/IJ'[CE[ Ha CBOMX BPAroB, U OH Ha4aJl CJIBIIIATh coOCTBEHHOE neixanue. OH YYBCTBOBAJI pOBHLIfI
CTYK CBO€TO IIyJIbCAd B BUCKaAX, XU €Ir0o PyKa BCIIOT€JIa, KOI'Oa OH IIOOHAJI MeY, YTOOBI YOApHUTh COJIgaTa,
KOTOpBIfI OCMEJINJICA BCTPETUTHCA C HUM B3TJIAO0OM.

Ero nepBas xkepTBa IOMKITAIAaCh OCTAHOBUTE €r0, HO KpuHHAH 0TOPOCUIT OPY2KKe ¥ BOH3WII KIIUHOK B
rpynb ['oBuania. OH B3peBes1, BEIXBATHIBasl OPYKKE U3 PYK Bpara, ¥ elre oguH OPOCUIICS B aTaky.
KpuHHaH MOgHSI MUCTOJIET ¥ BEICTPENNII B Hero. Teo congaTa 0OMSKIIO M PYyXHYJIO Ha 3eMITIO0.

KpunHaH 3aHec KJIMHOK, YTOOB! YOIAPUTh IPYTOT0, HO YTO-TO IIPUBJIEKIIO ero BHuMaHue. OH yBUTET,
KaK M3 Jieca BRICKOYMIIO ellle 0KOJIO ABAAIATU COJIAAT, BOOPYKEHHBIX BUHTOBKaMU. KprHHaH
BRIpyTaJics U mobekan UCKaTh YKPHITHE, KaK pa3, Koraa OphI3TH MyIh Hadyalu IEePYUTh IPOCTPAHCTBO
BOKDYT HETO.

OH npsiTancs 3a rpynol 00JI0MKOB U p&KaBoro MeTasia. OH Cyblial, Kak BOKPYT Hero ObI0T MyJIu.
HoBonbHO CKOPO [I0HI] TIEPENPHITHYI Yepe3 Hero U Bckapabkascs psimoM. ['ToHII TOCMOTPeN Ha
KpuHHaHa U CBEPKHYI TJla3aMH.

— Bor, - ckasan KpuHHaH, IpoTSITUBas eMy BUHTOBKY, - Thl YME€EIIb CTPENATh? ['IOHI] KUBHYI U
B3BaJIUJI OPYKHKe Ha Iiedo. KpuHHAH BIOXKUI MeY B HOXKHBI U BHITAIIXII BTOPO# MMUCTOJET.

T'TOHII BRICYHYJICSI ¥ OTKPBIT OTOHb. KprHHAH cOenan To ke camoe. OH cesan HeCKOIBKO BHICTPEIOB,
HO KaK TOJIbKO OHM BLICYHYJTH TOJIOBHI, ['0BUAHIIbI HAYAJU CTPEJIATD M0 UX MO3ULUIM. OHU HEIPDHYIH
00paTHO 3a Ky4y ¥ CTaJld KAaTh, KOT[la IPEKPATUTCS CTpesh0a.

- UepT Bo3bMu! - YTO 3a 4EPTOBIIMHA... - TpolenTan KpuHHaH, Ha MIHOBEHME 3ayMaBIINCh O CBOEM
TI0JI0KEHUH, @ IIOTOM CPe[X BLICTPEJIOB UTO-TO YCJIbIIIA. OTO OB 3BYK BEICTPEIA U3
KPYITHOKaINOepHOTO I10IyaBTOMaTHYeCKOro opyKus. OH BBRITJISHYJI U3-3a CBOET0 YKPHITUS U YBULET,
KaK ONIMH 3a OPYyTUM Hadasu nafath Tena [oBuaHIeB. KTO-To CHUMa WX Ha PacCTOSHUMU.

- [Ipukpou MeHs, - KpukKHyn KpunHaH ['foH1y. ['TOHI] KUBHYJI, BCTal U Hadall CTPEJIATh.

T'oBuaHe ObITM COMTHL C TONKY. Hen3BeCcTHHIM CHaNIIep pacCcTpennBaj ux OLICTpee, YeM OHU YCIleBaslu
OTCKOUMTh. OIHY IBITANIUCh YKPBITHCS, AIPYTUe-0TKPHITh OTBETHRIM OroHb 110 KprHHaHy, Cenpxy,
[toHny unu cHavnepy. OOUH U3 HUX BEIDOHUJI BUHTOBKY U yIIal Ha KOJIEHU.

Ceiimx nopbexan Kk KpuHHaHy 1 Hadas B3peiBaTh ero HaHe. Mexky yeTeIpbMs O60MI[aMu OHU OBICTPO
CIIPABUIIUCH C ITOAKpeneHueM ['oBuaHIeB. 3To Oblyla pe3Hs u nobema. Habmogas 3a mageHueM
oCIeiHero conmgaTta, KpuHHaH CyHYI MUCTONETH B KOOYpH. CeliK ITOCMOTpPEIT Ha Hero 1 mokayvarl
TOJIOBOH.

-HaM HY2KHO IBUTAThCS, - CKa3ajl OH C CEPhe3HBIM BhIpaKeHueM Julla, - Cefiyac xe."
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