Py0aaH OTKPBIT IBEPh B CIIAJbHIO CHIHA ¥ MEJJIEHHO MIPOKPAJICS BHYTPh. OH OB OCTOPOXKEH, YTOORI
He pa30ynuTh pedeHKa, TaK KaK 3HaJl, YTO 9TO MPUBEIeT AMApHIO B IPOCTh, KOTOPYIO OYIEeT HeJIerkKo
nopaBuTh. OHa HUKOTHA He J00uiIa, Korfa ee Oymuiu; oH y3Han 00 9TOM 04eHb PaHO B UX
OTHOIIIEHUSX.

CnanbHst Poka OblsTa CKDOMHO 00CTaBlieHa, TaK Kak cpefcTBa PyOaaHa u AMapuu ObUIH B JTydIIeM
ciy4ae CKygHBEL JTo Oblila KpollleyHas KOMHaTa, pa3MepoM C raphepol IBOPSHKHA, Kak U CKa3ana
Awmapus. Tam OBIJIO [OCTATOYHO MeCTa [Ji JeTCKOM KPOBATKY y CTeHBl HAaIIPOTUB ABEPH, U OIS
KOMOJIa Cpa3y clipaBa. MajieHbKas fepeBIHHas KOpoOKa C UTPYIIKaMHU, A7 KOTOPHIX OH OBIT
CJIMIIKOM MaJl, YTOOBI UTPATh, CTOSIIA HA MTOJIy HAIIPOTHUB KOMOJIA, & Ha CTeHe AMapus Hamnucasa
cunumu 6ykBamu “Pok”. I'mapms Ha KoMHaTy, PyGaaH HEBOJIBHO T0XKasiell, YTO He MOXKET CHeslaTh
0OJIbIle OIS CBOEH CeMbH.

- Yynas, - mpormenTan ol cebe Mo HOC, - MOM MaJTbYMK 3aC/TyKKUBaeT OOJIbINEro, - POCTOHAJ OH,
OTJISIOBIBAsT OKPECTHOCTH, BUIS TOJIBKO COOCTBEHHBIE HEYIauM KakK OTIa, - €CJTHA OBl TOIBKO ST MOT. - OH
ObLT TOJTOH pacKasiHus. OH cHea ellle ONWH IIaT ¥ 3arJITHY B JETCKYI0 KpOoBaTKYy. [lepen HUM
7IeKaJ ero KpaCUBHIM MaIbuMK, CBEPHYBIIMICS MO OJESIJIOM TaK, YTO Obl/Ta BUHA TOJIBKO €T0 JIbICast
TOJIOBA.

PyGaaH mo4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK €ro 3axJieCThiBaeT Hen30eKHbI BUXPh 3Monuil. C OOHOU CTOPOHHI, OH
TOPAUJICS Malb4YMKOM, HO C OPYTOU-UCIBITHIBAI HETPEOOOIUMBIY CTPaxX MoaBecTu ero. OH
IpencTaBisai cebe, 4TO 3TO OBIIO YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE BCE OTIIH UCIIBITHIBANIA B TO MJIM MHOE BPEMsI, HO
caMa 3Ta MBICTIb He OBljia yTellleHueM.

Py6GaaH He xoTeJ OBITh TAKUM, KaK BCE OTIHI, OH XOTeJI OBITh KeM-TO 60nbiruM. OH Ha MTHOBEHUE
3agyMmarcs 00 OTHOIIEHUSX, KOTOPhle OBIIN ¥ HETO C COOCTBEHHBIM OTIIOM, O TOM, YTO OH OBIJT CEIHOM,
KOTOPEIM €T'0 OTeI] MeHLIIIe BCero TOPIUIICS.

IIBoe u3 6patbeB PyOaaHa Oblu congaTaMy B YepHOM phillape, apMUK, KOTOPYIO ocTaBul PyOaaH.
Ero crapmmit 6paT mpormaja MHOTO JIET Ha3ajl, HO OH TakXke Ovl1 4ieHoM "YepHoro Primaps"”. Ero
cectpa-enuckon Caiipa, unu CapacuH, Kak ee Ha3blBaJll, y2Ke MHOTO JIET He pa3roBapuBaja C OTLOM,
IIOTOMY YTO OTEI] CYUTa/l ee MEPTBOM.

[Tocrne Toro, Kak Py6aaH BCTpeTus AMapuio, OH OBICTPO MTOKUHYJI CBOM IOCT U MIOKUHYJI CBOE MECTO
Cpenu YepHHIX prillapeil. Ero pogutenu mo3ab0TUINCH O TOM, YTOOB! ¥ HUX HAIJIOCh BPEMS
00BSICHUTD, HACKOJILKO Y2KaCHBIM OBIJIO 9TO pellleHre, HO PybaaH OblT HEPEKTIOHEH B CBOEM
pemterun. OH XOTeJl CO3[aTh CeMbI0, X0TeJl, YTOOR OHU ObIM B Oe3omacHoCTH. OH 3HAJ, YTO 3TOTO
HeJb3s Ob1I0 OBl TOCTHYD, €l OBl OH GBI YJIEHOM TEePPOPUCTHYECKON apMUH, II09TOMY OH
obpatusics B ['0BUAHCKYIO UMIIEPUIO U TIOKJISAJICS B BEPHOCTU UMInepaTopy. OHU IPUHSIMN €0 B
ViMmepuio, HO CTPOTO HaKa3aly, OTIIPaBUB Ha PYAHUKU U ClIefs 3a KaXKObIM ero maroM. Capacux
1103a60TUIaCh O TOM, YTOOHI €T0 He IBITaNX 3a HHGOPMAIIUIO ¥ He caXKasld B TIOPbMY, HO laXe ee
[OCATaeMOCTh UMesia CBOU IIPEeeihl.

- 4l HuKorma He Oymy CTHIOUTLCS Tebs, POk, - mpomenTtan Py0aaH, MPOTSIHYB PYKY ¥ KOCHYBIIKCH
TeTJION TOJIOBKY MJIAQMIEHIIa, - S HaJleI0Ch, YTO OJHAXK/IBI ThI IIOWMEITb, KAK MHOTO ThI 3HAYMIID [IJIs
MeHs, - PyGaaH ellle HEKOTOpPoe BpeMs Ha0Iiofan 3a CusgimuM pebeHKoM, Ipex/ie 4eM MOBEPHYTLCS U
IIPOKPACThCS 0OPATHO B 3all.

Korpa gBepb 3a HUM 3aKphiyiach, PybaaH He cMOT ciepxkarth ciie3. CTaB OTIIOM, OH U3MEHUII CBOIO
JKU3Hb TaK, YTO 9TO OBIIO TPYAHO 00BSICHUTH JII000MY, KTO He UCIHITal 9Toro. [IpeBpalieHue u3
IIPOCTOT0 YeJIioBeKa B 0TI ObLIO IOUTH YIIOH00/IeHO BO3POXKIAEHUIO UM CBOET0 POfia KPelleHHIo.
TonBpKO 10 9TOM MpuYKHe ObIBaeT TPYIHO COCPENOTOYUTLCS Ha YeJI0BeKe, KOTOPHIM Bbl KOTIA-TO



ObUtH. TOT, C KEM BHI OBIJTM 3HAKOMBI BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb, YMUPAET C POXKAEHHUEM BallIero IMepBoro
pebeHka. [TouTH MrHOBEHHO Bbl HAXOJUTE HOBHIM CMBICIT BO BCEM, BBl BUOUTE HOBYIO CTOPOHY BCEX
00CTOSITEIBCTB. ITO MEHCTBUTEIIBHO MOXKET OBITH CAaMBIM ITYTAIOIIMM M CAMBIM 00HAIeKUBAIOIINM
COoOBITHEM B Balllel XKU3HMU.

Py6GaaH moMHMII, KaK B TOT AeHb, KOTHa poauics PoK, OHM exany Ha MallliHe K Bpauy. AMapusi Oblna
TUXOM ¥ 3agyMunBoOi, HO PybOaaH 1mosaras, 4To, HECMOTPS Ha ee CIIOKOWHOE U X0JI0gHOe MOJIYaHue,
OHa Tausa B cebe Hemaso BojHeHusA. C gpyroi cTopoHksl, Py6aaH (K 60IbIIOMY HEYOOBOILCTBUIO
AMapun) He MOT CKPHITh CBOMX YyBCTB. B oTinuue oT AMapuu, 3T0 OB ero MepBelid peOeHOoK, I
MBICJTb O TOM, YTOOHI ITPOM3BECTH €T0 Ha CBET, 3aCTaBUJIA €0 MOTEPSTh KOHTPOJIb Hafl COOOH.

ok

“Kak TrI ce0s1 wyBCcTByelb? - Crupocun PyGaaH, TTis Ha XKeHY. - TH B Topsigke? [IBIIUTCS
HOpPMaJIbHO?”

- Beou mammuny, - mpuka3ana AMapusi, 6pocast Ha Hero pa3apaXkeHHble B3rIsagel. OHa He Ka3asach
XOJIOOHOM ¥ He IBbITalaCh YMEHBIUTE 9HTY31a3M PyGaaHa; OHa ITPOCTO X0Tesa OBITh CIIOKOMHOM B
3TOT MOMEHT. AMapus He poxKasa pefeHKa C TeX II0p, KaK MHOTO NeCSITUNIeTUH Ha3a/l ee My4uia
J)Kaxfa, ¥ e’ He TepIesioch BCIOMHUTD, UYTO UMEHHO OHa YyBCTBOBAIa.

“T'Bl yBEpEH, YTO TBOS CeCTpa IToMoxKeT HaM? - Cripocusia AMapus, CTPOTO IJIsigs Ha CBOEr0
BO3J1I00JIEHHOTO, - 1 HE X049y HUKaKUX OCJIOKHEHUH ¢ HalmM pebeHKoM."

“MbI MOKEM Ha Hee TIOJIOXKUTHCS, - 0OTBeTUJ PyGaaH, KiBas roJI0BOM, CJIOBHO yOexknas camoro cebs, -
OHa BCe TOATOTOBMUIA. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO OyieT ee MIeMSIHHUK."

- [InemsuHUK? - TH TaK yBEpeH, 4TO y TeOs1 OYOEeT ChIH? - cIIpocuiia AMapus ¢ UTPUBOM YIBIOKOM.”

- Ia, - otBeTun PybaaH C Iep3KON YXMBIIKOH.

)%k

PyGaaH BHITEp CNIe€3H U IIBEIPHYI X B TEMHOTY KOPOTKOTO KOPHUOOPa CBOEH KBapTUPHL. OH T00u
CBOIO ceMbio 00JIbIlle, YeM KOTga-nubo o0un 4To-1ubo ellle, U OH He MOT He OaTh MaJb4YuKy U ero
MaTepu BCe, UTO OHM XOTeNlu. B rinyOuHe Oyiny oH 3Hal, 4To OymeT noOp K HuM, 4To OymeT obeperaTh
uX 0o camoit cMepTu. OH 3HAJ, YTO 9TO U €CTh CMBICTI €T0 XKU3HU, ¥ KXkl IeHb maBas cebe CI0BO,
YTO HUKOT'TIA HE OTCTYIHT OT HETO.

Korpa PyGaaH HampaBuiics B BaHHYI0, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI BHE3AIMHbIA U HEOKUTAHHEIN 03H00. ITO
OBLII0 TTOX0Ke Ha 3UMHUN BeTep, 00myBalomuil ero o6HaxeHHoe Teno. OH cpa3y ke Havall
OTJISIABIBATHCS B MIOMCKAX OKHA, KOTOPOE MOXKHO ObIIO OBl OCTAaBUTh OTKPHITHIM, HO TOTOM BCIIOMHHUJI,
YTO B €70 KBAPTUPE HET OKOH, KPOMeE CITaJIbHH.

“3T0 cTapoe 3haHue ... - mpobopmoTan PybaaH, mogxoas K YHHUTA3Y, - HOJIKHO OBITh, CKBO3HSK. Korma
OH 00JIErYMIICS, ET'0 MBICTTA BEPHYIIUCE K padoTe B maxTe. OH 3aCTOHAJI IIPU MEBIC/IM O TOM, YTO €My
IIPUIETCS MPOCHIIATHCS PAHO, TaK KAk ObIIO0 yKe 04YeHb MTO3[HO, ¥ OBIJI0 COMHUTEIBHO, YTO OH
BOOOIIIe CMOXKET BHICIIAThCS. [T0KayaB roI0BOM, OH CITYCTHJI BOAY B YHHUTA3€ U ITOBEPHYJICS K
PaKOBHUHE.



“IlomXHO OBITh, CKBO3HSK, - Pa3majcs Yel-To rojioc. ATo OBl rmy0oKuM 1 COMBAIOIIUY C TOJIKY T'OJI0C,
KOTOPHIN He NMPUHAAJIekXal HUKOMY B joMe. Py6aaH 3amMoi4art, MOTOMY 4YTO yKe He B IIePBHIM pa3
CTIBIIIIAT 3TOT To10C. OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO CJIBIIIAJ €T0 PaHbllle, B TOT IeHb, KOrma OblT HaequHe C
Poxom. V PyGaaHa eKHYJIO cepAlle, ¥ OH TYT 3Ke 00epHYJICS TOCMOTPETh, KTo TaM. OH HUKOTO He
yBUAET.

“Kro Tam? - Cripocun PyGaaH, omrymnbiBasg TYMOOUKY B IIOMCKaX KaKOr0-HUOYIb CaMOfIeIbHOT'0
OpyXKUs. - HUKTO He OTBETHIIL.

- [Tokaxwucy, - morpeboBan PybaaH, cTapasich TOBOPUTD THIIIE. - YETO Tl X04elllb? Y MeHs HEeT [IeHeT,
II02KaJTycTa, OCTaBh HAC B ITOKOE... 1 CHOBA HUKTO He OTBETHJI, HO PyGaaH CHOBA OIIyTHUI XOJIO,
KOTOPBIM OH y2Ke MCHBITall B Kopuaope. OH HauMHAJCS Y OCHOBaHUS ITI03BOHOYHKKA ¥ MEJIEHHO 103
BBEPX II0 TEIy U BOKPYT IIEH.

PyGaaH BHe3amHO 3aCThUI OT cTpaxa. OH He MOT IOIIEBEIUTh HU OJHOM YaCThi0 CBOETO TEJIA, & XOJIOf
Ha I1ee ObIJT TAKUM CHJIBHBIM, YTO Ka3aji0Ch, OYATO JIeAsiHbIE HaJblbl gymIaT ero. OH MBITANICS
BBIPBATHLCS, IIBITAJICS HAWTH CIIOCO0 IBUTATHCS, HO HUUEro He MOT caefiaTh. HakoHer PyOaan
YCIIBIIIa CMEX.

“ThI OYEHB ITOX0K Ha CBOero OpaTa, - MPOU3HEeC HU3KUM roj10C. ATH CJI0BA 9XOM OTMIABAJIUCh B €T0
r0JIOBE, KaK I'oJI0C, 0TPaxKaoluNCcs 0T CTEH KaHbOHA. PybaaH Cc TpymoM IepeBOUTT AbIXaHUe U
YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK XOJIOMHBIM IIOT CTPYUTCS II0 €T0 ApoxKaiieMy nully. Eciu Ol 1 He 3HANI HUYEro
[pyroro, s OBl MOAyMaJ, 4TO TH TO K€ caMoe CyIecTBo."

“Kto THI Tako#? - PybaaH 3agoxXHYyJICs, OTYasHHO MBITAsCh IOIIEBEIUTLCS “- HE fesail 00JbHO...
MOeMy CHIHY."

“Bamemy 1:00MMOMY U IIpeKpPaCHOMY Malb4MKy HUUETo He YIPOXKaeT, - OTBETUJI TOJIOC MATKUM,
yTpoXKawliM TOHOM, - Hi Te0e, HU TBOEH JKeHe TOXKe, II0Ka BHL... COTpyIHUYaeTe."

“Yero Tel X04elIs? - PybaaH B OTYasSHUY IPOLIENITAN: - 5 ... I He MOTY OBIIIATE...”

- Tuie, - yCIIOKOMII €T0 TOJIOC, - CO BpeMeHeM BCe PacKpoeTcs. A Teleph yCTh MOS CJlaBa OYUCTUT
Te0s OT TBOMX I'PEXOB, IIYCTh MOE MPUCYTCTBUE ITPOOYOUT B TeOe UCTUHHYIO CUly. Poguck 3aHOBO,
00HOBHUCH, OO Temepsb 51 TBOM KOPOJb."

PyGaan 0v11 B yxkace. YTo-TO yKaCHOe IPOUCXOOUIO C HUM B BAHHOU, ¥ OH OBUI COBEPIIEHHO
Oe33amuTeH nepeq 3TUM. OHO KOHTPOJIXPOBAJIO €r0, CKUMAas ero Tello, Kak pe0eHOK CXXKUMaeT
KoTeHKa. Ero grixaHue CTaHOBUIIOCH BCe cllabee, 1 OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK IYJIbC KOJIOTUTCS B BUCKaX.
OnHako, HECMOTpS Ha BCe CBOU CTpaxy U 00Jb, OH MOT yMaTh TOJIBKO 0 0€30I1aCHOCTH KEHH! U CHIHA.

- [ToxanyiicTa, - B3Monuics PyGaaH. - [ToxanyiicTa, He fefaiTe MHe O0JIBHO, - OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK
€ro TeJjio MPUXKUMAETCS K CTOMKe, KaK OyATO KTO-TO MaBUT eMy Ha I'pynb 00eMMU pPyKaMH.

- Tuie, - TOBTOPHUII TOJIOC. - [leal, KaxK 5 BeJ0, U HUKTO He IocTpafgaeT. 4 TBoM KOposb. A-J0H."

Py6GaaH mo4yBCTBOBAJI MMOCIEIHIO BCIHIINIKY CUJIBHOM O0IH BO BCEM TeJle U yIaa Ha moi. OH CTOs
Ha YeTBepPeHbKaX, 3a[bIXasiCh U OTHASTHHO TPSICS T'OJIOBOM. - 3ammumnesn PybaaH, MogHUMasICh Ha HOTH, -
IIOBEPHUCH KO MHE JTHIIOM!”

“Bce KOHYEHO, - 00BSIBUII JOH. ITOT royioc OoJbIlie He OBII CHIBIIIEH WU IPUCYTCTBOBA; OH 3ByYasl B
ero ToJIoBe, KaK OfHa M3 er0 MBICTIeH: “Uau K CBOeH KeHe U IOoIeNyi cBoero pebeHka. Ceromusi-
IIOCJIefHSS HOUb, KOT'[la Thl UX YBUAUIIE."



Py6aaHy II0Ka3aJIOCh, YTO Yy HETO CAABHUJIO I'PyOb, A I'lla3a HAIIOJTHUIIUCH CIIE3aMHU. On YMOJIAI T'OJIOC
He MIPUYHNHATE UM Bpeaa, HO OTBETA He ITO0JIy4UMII. Py6aaH OCTaJICS OOUH B CBOEM 0ECITOMOIIHOM 1
100eXKIeHHOM COCTOSSHUHU U OOJIbIlIe He CIIBIIIAJ ['0JI0CA TOM HOYbIO.
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