B ogaoM u3 Oopgenei B palioHe KpaCHBIX (JoHapei MOKHO yYBUAETh [ KUpaliio, pa3roBapruBaiomIIero ¢
JIIONBMU B BeCTUOIOJIE, XOTSI KAaXKETCS, UTO OHU CIIOPHUIIH.

- "Cap, B IOCIEOHUN pa3 MOBTOPSI0: BE He OTHaAuTe HaM JeHbru! V Bac Jaxke HeT [IeHeT, U Bh
TOBOPUTE, UTO BHYTPH 3TOro moptdens nonHo gexer!? Yyms cobaybs! TaM HET HUKAKOTO mpuaypka!”
- CEpOUTO CKa3aJl CIyXKalluu.

- "Urto 3HaAuuT - HeT meHer?! [TocmoTpu Ha Hero!" - [IxKupals yKa3all Ha CBOIO IIPaByIo PYKY.

Cnyxaumi IoCMOTpeJI, HO TaM HU4Yero He ObLJI0, KPOMe ero IIPaBo¥ PYKH, KOTOpas, Ka3alocs,
nepxaja BooOpaxkaeMblit TOPTQeb.

CnyxaImmi TYIIo YCTaBUJICS Ha HETo, Ipexk/e 4eM 3aKpuyaTh: "YOepuTe 3TOro 4ejioBeKa M3 Halllero
3aBenenus! Hemennenno!"

LlenHble OyMaru OTBETHU/IM Ha €T0 30B U IOMOIUIH IIPSIMO K HeMY. OTO OBLIM IBO€ BHICOKHUX YEPHBIX
MyK4YUH B KOCTIOMaX ¥ TEMHBIX O4YKaxX. 3aTeM OHU B34yu [IKUpPaWIo 3a PyKU U CKa3anu: "Bl
IOCTATOYHO IIOTPEBOXKUIIN Halll 60pMeb, MBI IyMaeM, YTO BaM IT0Opa UATH [TOMOiL."

3aTeM OHM MOTAIUIIHA €T0 K OBEpH, a OH IIPOOOJIZKaJI KpU4YaTh U 6prKaTBCH HOraMH, TOJIBKO OJIA TOIO,
YTOORI OBO€ MY2KYMH JEPZXKaJIl €ro Kperye.

- "OTIIYCTU MEHA! OTIIYCTHU MEHA!" - 3akpuyan [xupans.

YuuteiBast TOT hakT, 4To oH CaHHUH, 51 OBl IOTYMaJ, YTO OH COBEPIIEHHO 3a0kII 0 TOM, YTO OH OUH
13 BeJIMYaNIINX MUHOOU B Mupe. 2Kasb, 4TO OH UAHUOT, Ob1JI0 GBI XOPOIII0, eciu ObI OH YMeD,
cpaxasich ¢ XaH30, TakuM o6pa3oM, LlyHazme u OpounMapy ocTanuck Obl B lepeBHe, YTOOH! 3alUTUTD
ee KaK CUMBOJI uX APyxKObl. XOTS 9TO MaJIOBEPOSITHO, IIOCKOJILKY UM 000MM Ha HET'O HAIl/IeBaTh.

A moka BEPHEMCHA K rOPAYHUM HCTOYHUKAM....

XuKapy TOIBKO YTO BHIIIEN U3 KyaJlbHU Ha TOpSYeM UCTOYHHMKE U PafioBajICsd, YTO HaKOHEI[-TO
IIOJIYYUII 3aCly2KeHHbIN oTAbIX. OH IlepeMaJbiBajl 30eCh ¥ TaM AYIIN, yMUpas HallpaBO ¥ HaJleBo, 10
KpaliHel Mepe, 9Ta 6aHs BCETro JIUIIL BTOPas II0CJie TOro, KaK OHM C A3yMH 1IeJI0BaIuCh. BhIifsa u3
0aHU, OH PeIInI KYyIUTh HEMHOTO IIIOKOIagHOT0 MOJIOKA B Mara3uHe PsiioM ¢ OAaHHBIM 3aBeIEeHUEM.
9T0 OBIJIO BOCXUTUTENBLHO, TAK KaK OBLIO OBOJILHO XOJIONHO.

3aTeM OH ucde3 B ITOPBEIBE CKOPOCTH M BHE3AIIHO ITIOABUJIICA 3a IIpeaelaMi CBOEro JoMa. OH nomern,
YTOORI OTKDPEITE BOPOTQ, IIPEXKOE 4YeM UATHU K OBEPHU, d 3aTEM OTKPLIJI €€, KOT'ld BOIIIEJI B CBOH JIOM.

Boiist B TOCTUHYIO, OH YBU[EJ CUASIIET0 Ha OuBaHe 0eI0ro KOJII04Yero Bojioca C OTMETUHAMU Ha
nune. 9to Cupo, ogun u3 JlopmoB Ekau. Ho oH Ka3ayicsi HEMHOTO YCTaJIbIM, IOTOMY YTO ITOf] TJla3aMu
y Hero OBLITN MEIIKH.

[IIupo nepeBen B3I Ha XUKapy, KOTOPBIHM TOIBKO YTO BOIIEN B oM, U cKa3an: CitaBa 60Ty, UTO BHI
30€eCh, CKaXuTe, [0XKaJyucTa, II0YeMy BH 10 CUX 10D He BCKPBIIA NUCHMO?!" - BAPYT B3BOJIHOBAHHO
capocun [upo.

XuKapy, He OUeHb YAUBJIIEHHBIH, YBULIEB €T0 30€Ch, IOTOMY YTO OH YK€ IIOYYBCTBOBAJI €T0 OBE MUJIU
Has3afl, MPOCTO cKa3as: "f mpocTo 3a0ki 00 3TOM, He BOJIHYICS, 51 ceiyac ImpoBepo.”

[Iupo BAPYT B3XOXHYII ¢ 06yIeTYeHnEeM, Kak OYOTO caMoe IIPUSTHOE TOJIbKO YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO TIepef
HUM... YTO 0TYaCTH BEPHO, TaK KakK 3TOT CTapheii MOHCTD yTrpozKaJ UM BEIMEPETh BCeX 000POTHEN



Exau, ecnu Xukapy He npoBeput ero nuceMo. lIlupo, kotopeidd Teneps u Jlopa Ekaii, u rnaBa cBOero
Knana, B nocnegHee BpeMsi ObUT OUeHb HANPSIXKEH U3-3a 3TOr0. VX 9KOHOMMKA PYLIUIACh 10 YaCTIM
n3-3a Itoro Ctaporo MoucTpa. Ero nmopu teneps XXuBYT B cTpaxe, 4To Ctaphiii MOHCTD BHE3allHO
IIOSIBUTCA IlIepe[ UX BOPOTaMU U YHUYTOXKUT BCIO UX [IePEBHIO 3a CYUTaHHEIE MUHYTEL, & OHU HUYETO
He CMOTYT CHenarTh.

Om, Illupo, meITAJNICS HAUTH BPeMsi, YTOOBI IOKUHYTH UX NEPEBHIO, YTOOEI IPOBEPUTH XUKAPY, HO Y
HEro HUKOTZa He OBUIO BO3MOXKHOCTH, TaK KaK ero JIFOOYU BCeTda 3alojIHSIIN JOKYMEHTH Ha ero
crone. K cyacThio, OT BCEro 3TOTO IIyMa OTell BHIIIEN U3 CBOET'0 3aTBOPHUYECTBA. KOTOPHIN U3ydall
CEKPETHYI0 TEXHUKY WX KJIaHa. 3aTeM OH BPeMeHHO Ilepefasl eMy 00513aHHOCTHU ¥ OTIIPABUJICS CIOfIa,
4yTOOB! IIPOBEPUTEL XUKAPY.

[TpencraBbTe cebe, 4YTO BeCh Balll KJIaH HAXOOUTCS MO YTPO30# TOTO, YTO KTO-TO MTPOCTO YHUYTOXKUT
BCIO UX [IEPEBHIO, IOTOMY YTO KAKOU-TO MapeHb 3a0bUT OTKPHITh 3TO rpebaHoe nucbMo. ITOT CTaphli
MoHcTp MoXkeT ObITh JOOPOCEPAEYHEIM CTAPUKOM, HO Y HETO OYeHb KOPOTKUH 3anai.

XuKapy mocTaj U3 SIIrKa MUChMO U OTKPHUI ero. 3aTeM OH BHIHYJ U3 Hero Oymary.

- "B aTOM muCbMe TOBOPUTCS, YTO 3TO IPHU3bIBaoIIee O30y A1t boxkecTBeHHBIX Mupuieckux
CymectB. Ho 3aueM MHe 9T0 HYXKHO?" - cKa3asl XHMKapy, 0OTMaxuBasiCh OT OyMaru.

- "BoxecTtBenHble Muduueckue CymectBa? Pa3Be TaMm He 06uTar0T PeHUKCH, OPAKOHEL, GeH,
KpaKeHEHl, eUHOPOTY ¥ MHOTHe, MHOTHe gpyrue? [JomxHO 0bITh, CTapoMy UymoBHUIITY OYEHb
HPAaBUTCS, YTO THl OTHAJ €r0 B Ka4eCTBe BEI30Ba, HO Telleph, KOIAa T OTKPELI ero, S BEPHYCh B CBOIO
nepesHIo. [ToxaryiicTa, IpoCcTo UOu TyHa." - ckasan llupo, npexpae yeM UCUe3HYTh B BO3TyXE.

XuKkapy npurnonHsii 6poBb u crpocui: "YU B uém npobiema?"

OH POCTO MPOUTHOPUPOBAJI 3TO ¥ ITOCMOTPeIT Ha OyMary B cBoell pyKe. 3allOMHUB HallMCaHHLEIE Ha
HeM 3HaKH, OH BEepPHYJI IHCbMO 00paTHO B AIIKMK. 3aTeM OH CHeflajl 3HaKu PYKOU U KPUKHYI: "['bIKO
Kyunecs Ho fm3tony!" - mpexae yeM UCYe3HYTh B 00j1aKe JeIMa.

Temeps B ero fioMe He 0CTal0Ch HU OMHOM MecHU. TONbKO XKYyTKasl TUIIKHA IoMa MOXKET ObITh
3aMeuYeHa.

( 3emnsa ??7?)

9TOoT MUp KoTHa-To OBLI ToMOM [ Bcex cyiecTB. Exau, Muduueckue Cymectsa, boru, IIpocTeie
2KusotHble u Jlionu. Ho motom npumén Jxyou u YHUUTOKUT ITOYTH Bce. [laxke TOTHa OHU He MOTJIN
060pOTHCS C HUM, TI03TOMY OHU OTCTYIIUJIX B I'Iy0b 3eMJIH, Kyfa OKyOu He MOT moOpaThCs.

[Tpomnu TEICAYENETHS, U UM YAAJIOCh CO3[ATh IPUTINYHYIO IUBUIN3ALNI0 BHYTPU CaMOU 3€MIIU U
chenaTh JOMOM OecunclieHHOe MHOXKEeCTBO CcymecTB. OHU y3HaJIM, YTO HEKOTOPHIE JTIIOAU U IIPOCTHIE
JKUBOTHBIE BBIXKMIIK TTOcIie [IxKyOu 6arogaps ToMy, KOro oHu Ha3wBaioT "Mymperiom lectu ITyTen".
OHu ObLIM CUTIBHEE €T0, 3TO TOYHO, HO Y HEro ObUIM 3TU CTPaHHbIe HAaBBIKM, KOTOPHIE, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, TI00equIu nxKyou.

OH He OB MPOCTBIM CMEPTHHIM, IIOCKOJIbKY 3amevaTal OxKy0u BHYTPH ce0si, HO IIeHOM CBOeM XKU3HHU.
[Tpoxwus Bcero 100 yeT, oH yMep, MOKa ero MOTOMKH CpaxaJiiCh APYT C APYroM KaxKAbIi O0KUi
neHb. [Tepeql CMePTHIO OH pa3feNiuil XKU3HEeHHYI0 9Hepruio [[xKy0u Ha JeBSATh OTAEIbHEIX CYIIECTB.

OHu OBITM OYEHb ITevasbHbl, TaK Kak JIIOOW TaM, BHU3Y, TOXKe CUUTAIOT ero repoeM. K coxkaseHuo,
CMepTHas XKU3Hb - TaKasg MUMOJIETHAS BEIb.



Korga on ymep, 6ecurcieHHbIe MOTYIIECTBEHHBIE CYIIeCTBA BHIIIIA U3 CBOUX VKPHITHEH. OHU OBIITH
CyILlIeCTBaMU, KOTOPBIe MOTJIH OBl JIETKO 00eIUTh OKy6H, HO OHU MPEANoYIN He JeflaTh 9TOrO0 10
HEU3BECTHHIM IIpU4YuHaM. Ho OHM He Cepauiuch Ha HUX, IOTOMY YTO 3TO MX BHHA 3a TO, YTO OHU
crmumIkoM ciabwl. Ecnu Ob1 OHM OBUTH CHJIbHEE, TO UM He MIPUIIIOCH OBl JKUTh IOf 3eMJIel MHOTO
THICSTYETIeTUH

Ho Bce ke oHU He Cpa3y IMOJHAINCE HAaBEPX, IIOTOMY YTO OJId HEKOTOPBIX 3TO UX NOM.

[TocTemeHHO YenoBe4eCcTBO 3a0bI10 00 UX cyIiecTBOBaHUM. OHU MTPOCTO CUUTAIU UX (DOIBKIIOPOM U
TOPOMICKMMH JIeT€HOaMK WK Mu(paMu. be3 ux Bephl B HUX YeJI0BeYECTBO OBIJIO CJIETIO OT WX BHEIIHET0
Buga. OHU O0JIbIlIe HEe MOTJIM UX BUIETH, flaXKe eCJIH OOUH U3 HUX CTOSJI IIepej] HUMU.

3aTeM OHU PelINJIY OAINUCaTh KOHTPAKT C OOHUM U3 3TUX MOTYILIECTBEHHEIX CYIIECTB, U €ro 3Bajid
TeHroxky. 9TOT KOHTPaKT Oy[eT CIIyKUTh UM B KaueCTBe ero NapTHePOB 10 IIPU3LIBY LIeHOU ero
3aIIUTHI, YTO SBNIIETCS OYEHb MaJIeHbKOU 1IeHOH, TIOCKOJIbKY BCe OHU OBLIA MOTYI[€CTBEHHHI.

OH ¢ mo6poit yIEIOKOM COTTIacuiIcs Ha UX IMPOCkOy.

Temnepr HacTana o4epenb U30paHHOr0 6€CCMEPTHOTO CAeNaTh 3T0. JTO ero gap eMy. [Iogapok,
KOTOpHIY TeHroKy He MOT faTh OniBIIeMy u30paHHOMY OeccMepTHOMY, Kupany. OHU OBUIM OPY3bSIMYU,
HO, B KOHIIe KOHI[0B, OH 0OJIbllle HUKOTa X He HaBemasn. OH IpOCTo pemiun 3aMeHUTh KupaHa
XuKapy, IOTOMY 4TO [0 CUX [IOP JOPOXKUT OPYyKKeM, KOTOpoe fajl eMy MUJUIMapAH! JIeT Ha3af.

TeHl"OKy BCe ellle OePXKUT 3TO OPYKHUEe, KUHKAII O6orunu. OH UM He IIOJIB3YETCs, a ITPOCTO XPAHHUT KadK
MaJIeHbKO€ BOCIIOMHHAaHKE O CBOEM CTAPOM OpPYyTeE.

Korpa Xukapy CHOBa OTKPGHIJ I'JlTa3a, OH YBUOENI MHOXKECTBO BBICOKUX I'OP, IIJIOCKUX 3eMeJlb, HePEBLEB
BBICOTOM C TOPHI, OOIBIINX TEKYYHUX PEK U TUTAHTCKUX CYIIECTB, XOOSUIUX UJTU JIETAIOIUX IOBCIOY.
970 OBIJIO ITOX0KE Ha Paii, HO He XBaTaJIo TOJILKO OOHOT0-COJIHIIA. Ha BepiInHe 3TOro mog3eMHOT0
MUpa He OBIJIO COJIHIIA, TOJIBKO NCKYCCTBEHHBIN CBET.

- "4T0... 9T0?" - MOTPSICEHHO ITPOOOPMOTasl XUKapy.
3penullle, OTKPHIBLIEECS MTepe]] HUM, IIPEB30ILI0 BCe ero 0XUAaHusA. ITo OYKBaIbHO pPayl AJis BCEX.

- "OTO MUD, CO3OaHHBIM OCTaTKaMu cTapocTy, [IpekpacHsii [Tog3eMHBI MUp." - 3a ero CIUHOU
pasmarncs CTapyeCKud UCCOXIINUM TOJI0C:

Xukapy 00epHYJICS U YBUOEJ CTapuKa C AIuHHOU Oesoi 60pomol u B JiIuHHOM 6ejioM XajarTe.
- "Utak, o npumen, U30pauHbil beccMepTHEIN." - cKa3al CTapUK.

- "KT0 THI?" - cipocun Xukapy, cpa3y HaCTOPOXKUBIIUCH.

Crapuk BOPYT chenajl HeoXKUOaHHOE, pacCMesyiCs.

- "Xa-xa-xa, THl IeHCTBUTENbHO MOYTH KaK KupaH. Korpa-To y Hero ObIJIM YepHBIE BOJIOCH], TaKHUE Ke
IJIMHHBIE, KaK y Tebs, U rna3a TeMHee 110601 6e3nHbl. Ho ero Boyock BOPYT cTanu Oefee cHera, a
riiasa - KpacHee KpoBH. "

- Torga cTapuk MOTPYCTHEN, - "B TOT OeHb OH IIOTEPSIJI CBOIO MI00MMYI0 XKeHIIKWHY. Tak Uiy uHaue, 5
TaHroky, oguH u3 Brnagbik Ekau."

"KupaH? 3TOT cTapuk 3HaeT Bropoe? OH, JOJIKHO OBITh, KAKOU-TO APEBHUI YeJI0BEK UJIM YTO-TO B



9TOM pofe, IIOTOMY 4YTO HEJIb34d ITPOCTO 3HATh KOT'0-TO, KOMY MHUJIJIMAPOBI net," - nmogymari XHKapy

- "KctaTh, THl 04eHb CUJIbHBIN. THI, 10 KpaiiHel Mepe, 6JIM30K K TOMY, YTOOBI CTaTh TAKUM XKe
CUJIbHBIM, KaK s, Ho Tebe Bce ellle HEMHOTO He xBaTaeT. Kak Okl To HU ObLIO, 51 IpuBes Tebs Ciofa,
YTOOB! TH IT03HAKOMMUJICS C TEMHEIM IPAaKOHOM, KOTOPOTO S1 IPUPYYMII X 00YYUIT MHOTO JIET Ha3afl.
Acdopens, upu cioga!" - ckazan TeHTOKy, cierka oCTyKHBas II0COXOM II0 3eMIJIE.

3aTeM, BHE3AITHO, OTPOMHAS TeHb HaKphIJa UX 000uX CBepXxy. XuKapy ITOCMOTPEe BBEPX U YBUAET
IpaKoOHa, OIPOMHOI0, KaK rOpbl BOKPYT HETO, IIOKPHITOTO MHOXKECTBOM OIECTSIINX TEMHBIX YeIyeK.
Pa3max ero KphlibeB JIETKO ITOKPHIBAET IIEJIYI0 TOPYy, pora BeIMYMHOM C IeCSTOK YeJIOBEYECKUX, a
IJIMHHBIR-TTPEeIJIMHHEBIN XBOCT €[IBa 3aMETHO IIIEeBEJIUTCS.

TeMHBIV OpPaKOH CIIYCTUIICS BHU3 U MPU3EMIIUIICS Tepej HUMHU JIUILIOM BIepe[l, Kak OyATo yrpoxas
eMy.

- "OTel1, 3a4eM THI IT03BaJl MeHA?" - [IpakKOH TOBOPUII TIIYOOKUM U IPyOBIM I'0JIOCOM, KaK MyKYHKHa.

- "YT0OBI TH II03HAKOMMUJIICSI CO CBOMM HOBHIM IIPU3LIBaTENIeM, XUKapy XUpPOaKy, HOBHIM M36paHHEIM
BeccmeptHEIM." - cKa3asn TeHIoKy, yKa3bBad Ha XuKapy.

TeMHBIN OpakoH (BIPKHYJ, 1 BO3OYX BOKPYT HUX CJIerKa B30pBaJICs, IpeXkae 4YeM OH 3aroBOpPUIL: "XM,
3TO eCJIi OH CMOXKeT mobeuTh MeHs B 6010. [[pakoH CIyIIaeT TOIbKO TEX, KTO CUIbHEE ero."

"IpakoH? f Mory crath rpebaHbIM ApakoHOM! 3ayeM MHe 3T0? " - HEOBEPUMBO MOAyMas Xukapy.

Xukapy yxke co0upascs 0TKa3aTbCs OT MPeJIoKeHHs U YUTH, KOTHa TeMHBIY IPaKOH BHE3AITHO
ncye3 B KiTy0ax [ibIMa, a Iepef HUMU CTOs/Ia KpacuBasi XKeHIIMHAa, pOCTOM He MeHee 5 ¢yToB 11
OIOMMOB, C TEMHBEIMHU BOJIOCAMU, TEMHBIMU I'JIa3aMU ¥ [IJIMHHOM TeMHOM Koxel. Y Hee ObIIM pora,
TOpPYallle 13 I'OJIOBHI, U ellle [IBa pora Ha Ijedax. OueHb YYBCTBEHHOE TEJI0, U eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO
IPUKPHIBAJIO €0, OBITI0 TOTHYECKOe 00eBoe IIaThe.

- "4 mymato, 9To 3Ta hopMa MPeArnoYTHTENBHO TYYIIUN CI10C00, KOTOPHIM S MOT'Y OOPOTHCS C
MaKCUMaJIbHOM CKOPOCThIO U JIOBKOCTBIO. Pa3Be He Tak, OTel?" - ckasalla OHa CJIagKUM KEHCKUM
T0JIOCOM, B OTJIMYME OT IPeRbIAyILIero, ry6oKoro u rpyooro.
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