CkazaTthp, uTo Tusnnu Onlna YOUBJIEHAQ, KOT'IAd Kuxo cka3saim, 4To COﬁHp&GTCH YfITI/I B OTCTaBKYy C IIOCTa
KaluTaHa, ObIJI0 OB IIpeyMeHbIIIEHUuEM.

OHa Orl1a B 1I0Ke!

"Tel MHOTO paboTas, 4ToOH cTaTh KanutanoM, Kuxo", - HanoMmHumna emy Tunnu. Hy, oHa xoTena,
4YTOOBI OH YIIEJ B OTCTABKY, IOTOMY YTO HE X0TeJia, YTOOh €€ MyK OBl 6JIM30K K KOPOJIEBCKOU CEMbE
6onblire, yeM oH yxke Obl1. Ho BCE Ke OHa He X0Tesa, YTOOBl OH ITOTOM IT0KaJjlesl O CBOEM PEIIeHUH.
BoT moueMy oHa nmoMorasia eMy PelluTh, JeUCTBUTENIBHO JIU OH 9TOT0 X04eT. "YU THl He IPOCTO KaKOu-
HuOyOb KanuTaH. Tel oguH u3 nuaepoB YeTeipéx OpaoeHOB, IPeAcTaBnsaomux YeThpex [IpeBHUX
3Bepeii. He OymeT npeyBenudyeHneM cKa3aTh, 4To Thl, KanurtaH [JenBep, Kanurtan JiHCBOPT U
Kanutan UlepByn - HOBEIe cTpaxu Benukou Umnepuu MyHnuectep."

IoCTHYb TAKOTO MOJI0KEHUs ObIIO Hellerko, TeM 0ojiee 4To Kuxo OBII ITPOCTOTIOIUHOM.

Ecnu OB TOBKO KOPOJIEBCKasi CEMbS He IIPeCTaBIIsijia yTPO3Hl ISl HE€ U €€ CeMbU, OHa OBl He
X0TeJla, 4ToOHl €€ MyK MOKHUAan cBoii moct. OHa 3Hasa, YTo OH OynmeT BeNuKuM repuoroM. Ho oHa
TakKxke X0Tesa, 4Tobsl Kuxo crnemosan cBoei ctpactu. Eciu Obl OBITH KamMTaHOM OBLIO TOM PaboToH,
KOTOPOM OH [IeHCTBUTEIFHO XOTEJT 3aHMMAThCSI, TO OHA He OTHsIIa ObI €€ y Hero, maxe eciiu Obl
IIOfIBEPTJIach OIACHOCTH.

[4 mpocTo Xx04y OBITH BHUMATEILHON K €r0 YyBCTBaM]

"¢ ropxych CBOMM I0JI0KeHUEeM KanuTaHa Priapet YépHoro 3Mesi, IOTOMY YTO 9TO O3HA4YaeT, YTO A
0JIe3eH UMIIepuu", - OCTOPOKHO ckalasn Kuxo. "Ho s Bcerma xoten 6pocuTh paboTy CBS3aHHYIO C
yOuiicTBaMu, KOTOpasi COIyTCTBYeT MOeU NOMKHOCTU. MHe He HpaBUTCS yOUBaTh onei."

0. B 3T0M OBLI CMEICII.
[Kuxo, B KOHIIE KOHI[OB, HEe MallliHA IJIs YOUHCTBa]

"Korpma s xxeHusics Ha Tebe, MBEICTb 00 yXOfe yKe IPUXONXTIa MHe B TOJIOBY", - IIPOMOJIKUII KalluTaH.
"W Temeps, Korna Thl 6epeMeHHa, g cTas 0ojiee PeUINTeIbHEIM, YTOOH YUTH B OTCTaBKy. d X04uy ObITH
0oJee IOPSMOYHEIM YeJIOBEKOM AJIs Hamlero chiHa." OH 3aMoyal, Ipexpe 4eM IPOfOJIKUII
TOBOPUTH NleYasbHEIM rosiocoM. "Hy, 1 3Hat0, 4TO MO PYKH OCTaHYTCS 3allITHAHHBIMU KPOBBIO BCEX
NI0feN, KOTOPHIX g youn. Ho Teneps, Korfa y MeHs eCTb CeMbs, s X049y UCKYNIUTh CBOU TPEXU U OHITH
HoOpEIM B TeUeHMe OCTaBIINXCA JIeT Moed XKU3HU." OH yneIOHYJICS, HO yiE0Ka Oblia TPYCTHOM.
"[1eCTBUTEINILHO JIX 5 3aC/Iy2KKBal0 OBITh TAKUM CUACT/IMBBIM IIOCJIE TOTO, KK OTHSJI TaK MHOTO
JKU3HEN CBOMMU COOCTBEHHEIMU pyKaMu?"

"MBI He MOKEM M3MEHHUTD HalllK MPOIIJIbie OMHOKH, HO MBI MOXKEM MCKYIIUTD UX, JKUBS [TOCTOMHO B
HacTosIeM", - MITKO CKa3ana Tusmy, norinaxusas ero 1o meke. KoHe4yHo, OHa roBopuiia 1o
co0CTBEHHOMY OTIBITY. "K1X0, C 3TOro MOMEHTa U [0 TOTO [HS, KOTOa MBI YMPEM, HaBay 6ymeM noOphl
K ce0e u nobpee K APYTruM JIIOasIM."

OH KMBHYJI, 3aTeM IIOLIeJIOBaJl e€ nafgoHb. "Tumum, s cobupaioch IPUHATH IPeioxkeHue I'eprora
[TpeckoTTa. Kak TONbKO 5 mepecTaHy OBITH KalUTaHOM, 51 CHiejialo BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH CTaTh
xopoiuM ['epioroMm OykcoM. d Oyay YIIOPHO TPYOUTHLCS, YTOOH He 3alITHATh HacCegue TBOETO
otma."

Ona yneIOHYJIach Ha 9TO, HO BCE paBHO Oblla BCTpeBoxkKeHa. "Ho TH gymaelns, MMnepaTop AKy
m03BoIHN OBl TeOe OpocuTh paboTy? Thl U3BECTEH KaK €ro "TeHeBOM 3Beph". I He AyMalo, YTO KTO-
HUOYOb B UMIIEPUU 3aX0TeJl OBl 3aHSTH TBOE MeCTO."



"V Mens ectb criocob 3acTaBUTh Ero BenndectBo Cornacutscs”, - yBepeHHO cKa3all oH. "[loBeph MHE,
goporas."

"{ moBepsito Tebe, moporoii”, - ckalasa OHa, 3aTeM e€ J100 HaMopIuIcs oT 6ecrmokoiicTBa. "Ho 4To
Oymet ¢ YépHbiMU PhilapsiMu, €CTU TH YUAEIIb B OTCTaBKy? Ha3HaYMUT IM ©UMIIepaTop HOBOTO
KanuTaHa? ByaoyT 11 OHM IPOROIXKaTh BEIIONHATE paboTy o yOuiicTBaM Ajis uMnepuu?"

"Ero BennuecTBo HaéT 3amaHus mo youiicTBaM PrirtapsaM YépHoro 3Mest TOIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO S
KanuTaH", - 00bsicHUT OH. "Ecnu g yiiny, oH He OyIeT UCI0Ib30BaTh MO0 KOMaH[Y OJIs1 CBOUX
I'PSA3HBIX Aesl. UMnepaTop 3HAET, YTO 51 eIMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO CIIOCOOEH OCYIIECTBISATH €T0 IIaHH."

Kuxo He Obln BEICOKOMEPHBEIM. OH IMMPOCTO KOHCTATHPOBaAJT GakT. Ero ObI HE MPO3BaIu "TeHEBLIM
3BepeM" UMIlepaTopa, eciid OBl OH IIJIOXO CIIPABIISJICS CO CBOEi paboToii.

"4 nopekoMeHayo bieuky ctaTth cnegyomuM Kanutanom", - cka3ain Kuxo. " 3Hat0, 4YTO OHU IPUMYT
MOE pelreHre. ITO Te, KTO BCeraa X0Tesl, YTOOk s1 Opocus paboTy yOUMIlE, KOTOPYIO 5 Opan y
MMIlepaTopa BCe 9TH TOAHL. f y HUX B NONTY, I09TOMY 1103a604yCh 0 TOM, YTOOH HOBOE ITOKOJIEHUE
Primapest YépHoro 3mest 007bIlle He aCCOLMUPOBAJIOCH C TPSI3HOM paboTon."

Ona Bepura B 3T0. [laxke B mpouinoi XKu3Hu bnelk u apyrue Priiapu YepHOTO 3Mes OblIM BEPHEL €€
MYXY.

[Ha sToT pas s xo4y 1m03ad0TUTHCS 0 HUX B 3HaK O1arogapHOCTH 3a 3a60Ty o Kuxo]

"Iloporoii, KaK TOJIBHKO THI IOJIYYUIlh (PaMUTIHIO U CTaHeIs HOBHIM ['epijorom OykcoM, Tebe
noHafoOuTcs 6obllle NTofe, YTOOH 3aIUTUTEL ce0s B 3HAK CBOET0 NMPUX0Aa K BlIacTu", - CEPhE3HO
ckazana Tumnu. "Kaxk repior, Tl 6ygels UMeTh TpaBo IIPOCUTh UMIIEPATOPa CO31aTh CBOIO
CcOOCTBEHHYI0 YaCTHYI0 apMHuIo."

Ero 3pauku pacmupunucs ot 1oka. "¢ Mory ato coenaTts?"

"Hyy gpyrue KanuTaHEI IeJIal0T TO Xe caMmoe, Kuxo", - cka3asa oHa. "Kanutan llepsypn - repuor, u
Primapu Cunero [IpakoHa TaKXKe CITyXKaT YaCTHOM apMuel ero ceMbU. ITO He BBI3BAJI0 KOHQPIUKTA
MHTEepecoB, moToMy 4To llepBynsl aBnsA0TCSA 4acThio Koponesckou ®paknuu. C Opyroud CTOPOHEL,
Kanutan 9MHCBOPT SABNSAETCS 4acThio bimaropognou ®paknuu. Tak 4To, maxe ecnu Peiiapu 30710TOTO
Turpa paboTaioT Ha UMIIEPUI0, KaK TOJIHKO HAYHETCS T'paXkKJaHCKas BOWHA, UX OTPSM ONpeieIEHHO
OymeT cpaxaTtbhcs 3a [loM OUHCBOPT. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO UMIIepaTOp 3HaJI 3TO, OH HE MOT IIPOCTO
BHITHATh UX, IIOTOMY UTO OH He X04eT, 4ToO0n ®@pakiusa brnaropogHbix Hadasla IepeBopoT. Kpome
toro, Ero BennuecTBO yBepeH, 4TO OH KOHTponupyeT Yetwsipe OpaeHa, IOTOMY YTO Y HETO €CTh THL U
Kamnuran Hlepsyxn.”

Kanwutan [leHBep CTOsi7Ia Ha HEUTPAIbHOM CTOPOHE, TI09TOMY OHA He Ohllla yBepeHa, YTO UMIIePaTop
nymaeTt o Pritapsax KpacHoro ®eHukca.

"B mo0oM crydae, s He gymalo, 4To Ero BenuuecTBo 0TKaxeT B TBOeH MPOChOe, eCli TH XOUelllb,
yT0OR! Phirapu YépHoro 3Mest OBLIM YaCTHOM apMHel Halllell ceMbr", - TPOMOIXKKIa OHa. "W MHI B
mo6oM ciTydae sBIseMcs 4acThio KoponeBckoit ®pakiuu."

Hy, oka yro.

K Tomy e, OHa BCE paBHO He IJIaHMPOBaJia HAYMHATHL IepeBopoT. OHa ObIIa MMOJTHA PEeIIUMOCTH
M3MEHUTh OTHOLIEHNS MeXKIy KOPOJIeBCKOU ceMbel u OrHeHHEIME Maramu. Hy, oHa 3Hana, 94TO 3TO
OymeT HeJerko 1mocjie TOro, Kak OHa IOIbITaNach MOMXKapUTh CTEPBO3HYIO IIPUHIIECCY .



[3T0 OBITTO OIIMOKOM C MOEM CTOPOHEI]
Ho aT0 OBLII0 TPUSATHO, TaK YTO Ha CAMOM [eJie OHa He YyBCTBOBaja Ce0st BAHOBATOM.

"Cnacubo0 3a ofepxkKy, Joporou”, - ckazan Kuxo, 3aTeM HaKJIOHUIICS, YTOOH IIOI[EJI0BATh €€ B
T'yOBHL.

Tunnu HeMenJieHHO 00BUIa PyKaMU ero IIel0 U IpUTAHyIa ero 0nuxe K cebe, ToKa OH He 0Ka3aJica
Ha Hell CBepXy.

Ho oH oTCTpaHMIICS OT HEE.

"Hamm pe6€HOK", - cKa3an eé MyX. "f He X04y Cc/Ty4allHO Pa3pyLIUTh Hallero Buntepa."
"Torma maBay MOMeHSeMCsI MecTaMu."

Ona MATKO TOJIKHYyJIa KXo Ha KpoBaTh U OCenjiajia ero.

He oTpbiBasi 0T Hero B3TJIA[, OHa 00/1K3asa Iablibl OOUH 3a OPYTUM. Bcé 3To BpeMsi ero B3rJiay OblI
IPUKOBaH K Hell. OH SBHO ObLJT BO30YXKIEH.

YToOHI TOCTABUTH €MY elllé 6oJblllee YOOBOILCTBHE, OHA CKOIb3HYJIA PYKOH €My B IITAHH U
o0XBaTHIa PYKOM ero 4jieH, CKOIb3sl UM BBEPX U BHU3 110 €ro Bcei amuHe. OH 3aCTOHAI HEMHOTO
rpoMmue, 4eM 0OBIYHO, YTO 000puIIo e€ emé Oosbine. Ha 3TOT pa3 0OHa fgaxke MOTEPJACh O ero HOTY.
OHa 0CTaHOBHJIA CBOIO PYKY Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKYHI, IpexX/ie YeM CHOBa CKOJNIb3HYJIa U CXKaJla eé 1o
TIyTH BBEPX.

"Tunnu", - mpocToHan Kuxo.

3aTeM OH IPUTSHYII €€ 3a Ieo 1 I1y0oKoro u obxuraruero nouenysi. OHa 3aCTOHalIa eMy B POT
U CTaja OpPOYuTh eMy ObicTpee. Korpa oHa mouyBCTBOBaIa, 4TO KMX0 BOT-BOT TOCTUTHET
KyJIbMUHAIIMK, OHA OTIIYCTUJIA ero 4ieH. [Ipexne yeM OH ycCIiesl I103KajloBaThCs, OHa OIYCTUIAch Ha
HET0 ¥ pa3dBUHYJIA €T0 HOTHU.

OH MoKpacHeJI OT TOTO, YTO OHA Cheslasa.
[Muro]

3aTeM oHa ob6xBaTula ero rybamu. [Ipyras e€ pyka jiexarsna y Hero Ha rpygu. OHa 4yBCTBOBasa
OueHMe ero cepala I0f CBOel TafoHb0. Ero Teno Morio ObITh XOJIONHBIM, HO TO, KaK OH 3BaJl €€ 110
MMeHH, ObIJIO TOPSAYUM. ITO OBIJIO BCE, YTO €l HyKHO OBIJIO 3HATh, YTOOB K1x0o Hacnaxkpgancs
MOMEHTOM.

OHa OBlna IPUSITHO YOMBIIeHA, Korga Kuxo o6epHYIT e€ BOJIOCH BOKPYT CBOMX IIaJIbIIeB, IPUTITHBAS
eé 6uxke K cebe. He mist Toro, 4ToOb MPUHYKIATH €€, @ BMECTO 3TOT0, YTOOHI ITOOIIPSTH €€.
MennenHo u ¢ cornacus TUIIKM OH Havas ABUTATh OEIpaMu BBepX, MPUKKUMas €€ c3aau 3a ropio. OH
B3[IPOTHYJI, KOT{Ia BEICKOJIb3HYJ 00PaTHO, KaK OyITO IEITAJICS Illé He KOHYUTh.

"Tunnu", - ckadan Kuxo, 3ageixasce. "4 yxe 61u3K0."
[Tocrne nocnemHero 06IM3bIBaHKS OHA OTOPBAJIACh PTOM OT €r0 TBEPHOIO YJIeHa.

3aTeM oHa 00HsIa ero 3a mne4n. [Ioxoxe, Ha 3TOT pa3 OH XOTeJI B35ITh ce0s B PYKH, IOTOMY YTO
CXBaTU €€ 3a Tanuo. 3aTeM Kuxo 0cTOpoxKHO ynoxun Tunnu Ha KpoBaTh, pa3IBUHYB €€ HOTU



KoseHOM. Kak TO/IbKO OHa yYCTpOHJIa €ro 'y cebs MeXKOYy HOTI', OH HAaKpPBHIJI €€ CBOUM TEJIOM.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'ZIa OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJI4, YTO OH I'OPsAY ¥ I'OTOB, OHA HAIIPpAaBUJIa €T0. OHM CTOHAIH U
CTOHaJIX OOJHOBPEMEHHO, KOT'la OH BOIIIEIT B HEE.

Boxe, KaK e X0po1o ObIJI0 YyBCTBOBAThL €TI0 BHYTPH ce04.

"Pa3Be s He BpexXy Tebs u HaluleMy peOeHKy?" - cripocuil Kuxo, BCE elllé He ABUTascCh ¢ MecTa. "Tak
HOpMaJbHO, Tummu?"

“[a", - oTBeTUIIA OHA, IIBITasACh OTHABIIATECA. "Terneps Tl MOXKeIIb OBUraThCs, Kuxo. Kinsnycs, TH He
HaBpenullb Hauly Buntepy."

Yro6nl yOemuTh ero, YTO OH He IPUYUHSET eMy 00JIM, OHa IOIIeBesuIa OEgpaMu.
OH 3aCTOHAJ ¥, HAKOHEeII, B3sIJI BEPX.

OueHb HEXKHO OH CXBATUJI €€ 3a IIONKY U Hadal KayaTh. BCE ellé BOCXUTUTEIHHO IBUTasiCh BHYTPU
Heé, OH PYXHYJ Ha Heé U YTKHYJICA JIUILIOM B e€ meto. Ero Temnoe gbixaHWe OBEBAJIO UYYBCTBUTEILHYIO
YaCTh IIeu TN, 3aCTaBISIs €€ XUXUKATh.

[Boxe, s xuxuKala BO BpeMs cekca!]
YT0 XK, 9TO XUXMKaHbe BCKOPE IIPEBPATUIIOCE B €II€ OJWH BOCXUTUTEILHEIN CTOH.

Tomuku Kuxo 66111 OBICTPHIME U TIYOOKUMMU, U TO, KaK OH CKOJIb3UJI B HEE, OO0 TOUHBIM. U
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH y2Ke OUeHb XOPOIIO 3HAJI €€ TeJI0, IOTOMY YTO Cpa3y Ke HAIIEN I HUX
upneanbHEX puTM. OHa 9yBCTBOBaja 60Jb, TaKyi0, KOTOPAs IPHBOAUTIA €€ K OCJIEIUTENIbHOMY
071akeHCTBY.

"Tunnu", - mpoienTtan Kuxo el Ha yxo, ero Toj0c OBIJT ITOJIOH HEOCIIOPUMOi TOTPEOHOCTH.

"Bce B mopsgke, Kuxo", - cka3zasna OHa, yKe IIOHMMas, YTO €My Hy2KHO B 9TOT MOMEHT. "Thl MOXKeIlb
KOHYUTH ITIePBBIM. HanmonHuu MeHs, MUTBIA."

Ero OoTBeT IPUIIEN B €T0 CEKCYaTbHOM TSIKEJIOM OLIXaHUH.
[Boxke, moueMy 51 HAX0XKY ero Hernay0oKoe OrIxaHue ropssaum?!]
OtBeT Ob11 TpoCT: Kuxo OB caMO¥ CeKCYaTbHOCTBIO.

B mo6oMm crydae, eé MBIC/IH ObITM ITPePBaHbl, KOT{a KAlluTaH IMOMMa eé ry0Onl IJIsi Topsiyero
notienys. Ero si3bIK rimy00KO IIOTPY3UIICS B €€ POT, UMUTHUPYS TO, KaK ero 4jieH IBUTaJICS BHYTPU HeE.
HeckoIbKMME TOTYKAMHU I1032K€e OH C[eiall TO, YTO OHA X0TeJia, YTOORI OH Clesajl - OH BOILIEI B HEeé U
IIOJTHOCTBIO 3aII0JIHUII €€.

Ecnu OBITH 0 KOHIIA YECTHRIM, CEKC 0e3 3aluTH 0BT 04E€Hb IPsA3HbIM. HO Tak Kak OHA Aesaja 3TO C
Kuxo, el BCE paBHO OBIJIO 0YEHB KaPKO.

"Tlomoxxpau MUHYTKY, Muiasg", - npomenTtan Kuxo, Korma pyxHyn Ha Hee. Ho oHa mMorjia cKkasaTh, 4TO
OH OBIJT OCTOPOXKEH, UTOOH HE pa3faBUTh €€ CBOUM BecoM. "4 npuBeny TeOs B IOPSIAOK Yepes
HEKOTOpOe BpeM4."

9T0 OBIIIO OMHOM K3 Belllel, KOTOpPhIe eii HPaBUJIUCE B €€ MYXKe.



[Tocrne 3aHaTHY TI000BBIO OH BCETHa MIPUHOCHUII €1l MOYaJIKy U MBI e€. [lake B ITOCTENU OH
obpalrancs ¢ Hel Kak ¢ KoponeBoi. Kuxo meicTBUTEIBHO OB XPaHUTEJIEM.

"Cnacu6o, Kuxo", - mpormenrtana Ty, Kpernko oOHUMAas ero. 3aTeM OHa IIOIeJIoBaia €ro B BUCOK.
"Cracu6o Tebe 3a 3a60Ty 060 MHe U HalieM Buntepe."

)%k

"Kuxo, kak noxusaert Jlenu IIpeckoTT?" - cipocun ero UMmnepaTtop Aky. "¢ cibliian, 4To OHa Iomnasa
B aBapHUI0 BO BpeMs OXOTHL."

"C Tunnu Bcé B mopsigke, Bame BenudecTBo", - BexkmuBo oTBeTUN Kuxo. [Ipsmo cefigac OH CTOSI
niepeq UMIIEPATOPOM B TPOHHOM 3ajie. Kak 00pIYHO, BHYTPH ObIIKM TONTBKO OHU ABoe. "Cracubo, 4To
cpocuin. Mory s cipocuTs, Kak noxuaeT Ee Koponesckoe BricouecTBo?"

OH cOBepllIeHHO HUYero He 3Hal O TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIIIO IOCJe TOTO, KaK OH BUuepa IMOKKUHYIT 3aMOK
Bann4.

[ToCcKOMBKY OTYET pacCMaTpPUBaIK Korfa y Kuxo GbIT BHIXOTHOM, OH HUYero He 3Han. M To, 4To
cimyuunocsk ¢ [IpuHnieccor Hueit, onpenenéHHO OCTaHETCS B TalHe.

IIBOpsiHE, BEPOSITHO, €II1€ He CIIBIIIATN 06 9TOM, IIOTOMY YTO OHHU BCE €I MOJTJYaIy.
[Eciu OHH Y3HAIOT O TOM, YTO CIYYHMJIOCH C IPUHIIECCOM, HAYHETCS af]
Y Hero OBIITO TaKOe YyBCTBO, YTO UMEHHO II0 3TOU MpuuyuHe MMrepaTop AKy BHI3BAll €T0 CETOMHS.

"TIpexkpe 4yeM s 0TBe4y Ha TBOU BOIIPOC, S HOJIZKEH CHadaJsla IMOAeIUThCS C TOOOH III0XUMU
HOBOCTSIMU", - cKa3asn MMmepaTtop AKy. "Kuxo, Jlaxapa He BeIKUIIa. [Ipexae yeM MBI foOpauch 4o
XpaMa, e€ TeJI0 CTOPEeJIO U IIpeBpaTuioch B memner. I1o cmoBam BepxoBHoro XKpeiia, mimaMs, KOTOpoe
noryoTuna Jlaxapa, 000XKr0 €€ U3HYTPHU, U TO3TOMY, B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, OHO 3aCTaBHUJIO €€
BOCIIJIaMEHUTHCS."

9TO MOTPSACIIO €ro.
[4 6B mouTH yBepeH, 4To Jlaxapa Oblya elné XKuBa, IIPexXe YeM 5 VIIEn... ]
Ho ecnu prillaph-Mar MOTIOTHUI IIJIaMsI, TO, YTO CKa3aJl UMIepaTop, OBII0 BIIOJTHE BO3MOXKHO.

"Hua BCE elre B y2KaCHOM COCTOSTHUM", - TPOOOJIKUI uMmnepartop. "Kuxo, s 3Haio, 4T0 MHE He HYKHO
3TOT0 TOBOPUTE, HO NTO3BOJIb MHE HAIOMHUTH Tebe. COCTOSHNE TPUHIIECCH KOH(PUAEHIINAIBHO.
Kpome Bepxosroro XKpertia, Tonpko Te 4 Kanuras IllepByn Bugenu e€ B TOT [eHb."

"¢ moHumato, Bame BenuuecTBo", - cKa3as oH. "Bamr cekpeT co MHO# B 6€3011aCHOCTH."

"¢ 3Haw 370", - cKasan MmnepaTop AKy, a 3aTeM ciiabo yiaei0Hysca eMy. "Kuxo, Tol Beiurpan OxoTy.
[Ipumu mou no3gpasieHud."

"Cnacubo, Bamie BennuuecTBo", - BeXI1BO CKa3aJjl OoH. "Ho mocyie Toro, 4YTo MPOU30LII0 B TOT AEHB, 5
He YYBCTBYIO, UTO 9TO CTOUT IIpa3fgHoBaTh. U s OBl He moiiMan Konuio 6e3 Balled momMouru. "

"9t10 Hempasaa, Kuxo", - ckazan uMnepaTop, Kadas rojioBoi. "Msl He MOXKeM MTPa3gHOBaTh TBOIO
nobeny. PaccnenoBanue BCE elI€ ITPOMOIKAETCS, U IBOPSHE 3aCTaBJIAI0T MEHSI TOBOPUTH O TOM, YTO
Ha CaMOM [ieJie TPOU30IIo Bo BpeMst OXOTH. M3 yBaxkeHUs K Tebe ¥ TBOeH KeHe S PEIIn He



BOBJIEKATH Bac B pasrpebanue aToro 6apmaka. [ToiMaTh KOMUIO yKe OBUI0 OTPOMHBIM BKIagoM. Ho
BCE JKe s 3HAIO0, YTO 3TOTO HELOCTAaTOUHO B KAYECTBE HArpafibl 3a TO, YTO TH CHeJa."

Kuxo 3aTtaun gpixaHue.

YecTHO TOBOPS, OH BEM cebs xuTpo. [To mpaBme roBOps, OH XKfaj, KOTla UMIIePaTop IPUHECET eMy
Harpany 3a Oxoty. OH He YyBCTBOBaJI, 4TO MOOEINII, HO BCE 3Ke 3TO OBUI KJTI0Y K €TI0 CBO6GOme.

"¢ vucnonHio TBOE Xenanue, Kuxo", - cka3an ummepartop. "CKaxu MHe BCE, YTO 3a X04elllb. [Toka 3To
B MOHUX CHJIaX ¥ CIIOCOOHOCTSIX, M €CJIM 3TO He IIOCTABUT IIOM YTPO3y UMIIEPUIO WU TPOH, TOTA 5
cpenato 3To Aisg Tebe."

"V MeH$s eCTh TOJIBKO OOHO XKejlaHue, Bame BenuyecTBo", - cepre3HO ckal3an Kuxo. "f xoudy yuTu B
0TCTaBKy c nocta Kanurana Prinjapeit YepHoro 3mes."

Ero BenmnyecTBy BHO He ITIOHPABUIIOCH €T0 XKeJlaHUe.
3eMis 3afipoxKaia, CJI0BHO B OTBET Ha THEB UMIIepaTopa.

"Tsl xouelnb yero?" MMnepaTop AKy cKa3sai C ynbl0Koli. Ho ero riasa ropeny KpacHBIM OT THEBA.
"Kuxo, TeI X04ellb yMepeTh?"
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Tunmu Obla yOuBIIeHa, KOTa OTel] HAaBeCTHUII e€ B 0CoOHsIKe Kuxo 6e3 mpeiBapuTeIbHOTO
YBEIOMIIEHUSI.

Korpa oHa BoIlsIa B TOCTHHYIO, Tle €€ XK[aJl Teplor, OHa YBUOeNa, KaK CePhE3HO BHITJISITUT €€ OTell.
[TpsiMO B 9TOT MOMEHT y HE€ BO3HUKIIO YYBCTBO, UTO OHA 3HAET IIPUYUHY, 110 KOTOPOU OH OBIT TYT.

B GonbHuIe oHa cmpocuia KanuTtaHa [JeHBepa, 3Ha I1 €€ OTell, YTO Y He€ cepale BepxoBHOTO
OruHenHoro Mara. ITo cjoBaM KanuTaHa, OH OBII HE B COCTOSTHUM OTBETHTHL Ha €€ Bompoc. [Ipsmo
TOTHA ¥ TaM OHA yXKe 3HaJla, YTO e€ OTell 3HaJl, KeM OHa OblJla Ha caMoM feje.

"OTten", - BeXKJIMBO MO3A0POBaach TUIK C TePI[OTOM, KOT{la CIIyTd OCTAaBUJIA UX OOHUX B TOCTUHOM.
"TsI 3mech, YTOOH pacCKa3aTh MHE O TOM, KTO 51 Ha caMoM fiene?"

T'epuor [IpeckoTT, €€ CTPOTHM, HO MOOPHIN OTEl], TPYCTHO YABIOHYIICS el. "Tumnnmu, s 30ech, YTOOR
pacckasarth Tebe 0 MPeKpPacHOi MPOCTOMIOINHKE 110 UMeHN MapuaHHa."

9TO MOTPSICIIO €E.
OHa MpaBWJIbHO pacCIIkIIIaa?

[Most MaTh OBINTa TPOCTOTIOAUHKOM?! ]
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