Tunnu nexana Ha XKUBOTE, KOTHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KakK Kuxo pyxHyn Ha Heé cBepxy. OHa 3Haa, 4TO
OH TOJIBKO YTO MPHUHSII TEIIYI0 BaHHY, TaK 4TO ObII0 3a6aBHO YYBCTBOBATH, UTO €TI0 TEJIO yXKe
OCTBIJIO.

[[Tocnepaue Ig9Th fHEW OH IO3THO BO3BpAIaiICs JOMOH]

B mo6oMm cnyuae, oHa yxKe Ovlna B mocTenu, Korga Kuxo BepHyncs nomoi. Torga oH mogyMal, YTo
OHa y2Ke CIIUT, OH IIPOCTO IIOIIeJI0Bal €€ B JI00, Mpexkae YeM IMOUTH MMPUHSATh BaHHY. KXo, BepOsSTHO,
3aMeTuJ, 4To TUIIK yXKe MPOCHYJack, ¥ II09TOMY IIPOCTO PYXHYJI Ha HEE CBEPXY, KaK OyATO GBI
JIETKUM.

[Hy, s 9yBCTBYIO0, YTO OH ITHITAETCSI HE Pa30aBUTh MEHS CBOMM KeJIaHHLIM BECOM ]

"Moit OTel] CITUIIKOM CYPOB K TBoeMy 00yueHHI0?" - cripocusia ero Tumnu. "Moit oTell HHOTAa
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOXKET ObITh CTPOTHM, TaK UTO, IOXKajyicTa, Oyob C HUM TepIleiuBee, JOPOrou."

"KoHeuHo", - cka3an Kuxo. 3aTeM OH moIiesioBan eé B miedo. "Ho s GbIT CTUIITKOM TIYII, YTOOH
IIOHavasy ObITh CHUCXOOUTENbHEIM K ['epriory ITpeckotty, Tunmu. f 6bT OCTOPOKEH 13-3a €ro
BO3pacTa. B KoHIle Halel epBoi TpeHUPoBKH, Ero CBeTnocTh U301 MEHS [0 MOIyCcMepTH."

Ona XMXUKHyJa OT 9TOro npu3HaHus. "Hy, Mol oTel cTap, HO OH BCE ellé repuor. oM [IpeckoTToB
MOXKeT OBITh U3BECTEH HalIUM 60raTCTBOM. Ho 1 cibIInana, 94To Bo BpeMeHa nuka OTIa OH cpaxascs
00K 0 60K C IPeOBIAYIINM UMIIEPaTOPOM B MHOTOYHCIEHHEIX BOMHAX."

[TpenwioyIuM UMIIepaTopoM, KoHeuHo, 01 MMnepaTop AKy u oTell [Tpuniieccsl Hua. K coxanenwuio,
IpPeILIOYIINT UMIIepaToOp U UMIIepaTpulla YMEPIIH eIl€ [0 €€ POXKAECHUS.

[Ia, Bcé BepHO. MMmepaTop AKy u [Ipuniiecca Hua moTepsnay cBOMX poguTesiel, Korma UM OblI0
BCEr'o JecsTh JIeT]

OHa BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO B IIPOLINION XKU3HU K1X0 ogHaX Akl cKa3as el, 4To MMnepatop AKy G0JbIIyio
YacTb BpeMeHU BEN cebs He3peso, YTOOH CIIPaBUTHCSI CO CBOMMU CYPOBBIMU 00s13aT€IbCTBAMM.
VimmepaTop He uMes CBOOOMEI, TI0Ka POC C UMIIepPHe Ha CBOMX MaJIeHbKUX Iyiedax. I1o3ToMy, Korga
OH CTaJl B3pOCJILIM U 0(ULIMaNbHO B30IIEN HA TPOH, Korfa eMy OblIO BoceMHanuaTh, Ero BenuuecTBo
0CBOOOMUIICS OT CBOMX OKOB - €T0 JIIOOOIBITHEIE COBETHUKYM M MUHHUCTPHI, KOTOPEIE "BRIPACTUIN" U
"1103a00TUINCE" O eT0 TPOHE Ha HEKOTOPOEe BPEMSI.

Takum 00pa3oM, KOTfla UMIIepaTop BKYCUJI CBOOOOHI, OH efiCTBOBAJ TakK, KakK X0TeJ, 6e3 BCAKUX
OTOBOPOK.

"4 Bepio B 9T0", - cka3an Kuxo mo3xe. "HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO 5 yKe B CEPhE3 CpaxKaliCs C TepLOTroM,
OH BCE paBHO Hafipasl MHe 3afHuly."

Tunmu paccMmesinach Hafl ero ByJIbrapHBIM BEIOOPOM Cj10B. Takoe ciy4anochk penko, Ho Obiio 3a6aBHO
CJIBIIIATH, KaK OH Tak rosoput. Ha caMoM pesie, 0oH faXke 3By4dasl CEKCYasIbHO. "f pafia y3HATh, YTO THI
JaguIb C MOUM OTIOM."

"Trl TaK AyMaelb?" - CIPOCHUJI OH IIONO3PUTEIBHEIM TOHOM. "Cyns 1o ToMy, KakK Ero CBeTiocTh
no0OuJI MeHS, 1 AyMalo, YTO OH BTallHe HEHaBUAUT MEHS."

OHa xUXUKHYJa, Kayas roynoBoi. "Ecnu Obl Mo oTel] HeHaBuzen Te0s1, oH Obl He yaenun Tebe
CTOJIbKO BpeMeHu. OH OIMH U3 CaMbIX 3aHSTHIX NTofed B umnepuu, Kuxo. Ho Bcé paBHO OH
npuriaman Teb6st Ha TPEHUPOBKY CHOBa ¥ CHOBA."



"O, s moHUMam", - cKa3aj OH ¢ 06yieryeHueM. "ITO IPUSITHO 3HATD."
"A 4yeMy oTell y4UT TeOs, MUTIBIN?"

"TIPOCTO MCKYCCTBO OXOTH", - OTBETHUJI OH, IIpeXKMe YeM CMEHUTh TeMy. "Kak IpOoIIEn TBOi eHb,
moporas?"

"¢ noppmepkuBajia 9KOHOMUKY UMIIEPUU, TPaTs TBOU AEHBI'M HA LIONIUHT."

"Kak 67aropopHo", - mogopa3Hui o eé€. "[locemana 11 TH AETCKHE OOMa U 6J1ar0TBOPUTEIILHEIE
OpraHu3alliy, KOTOPhIE ThHI IOAEPXKHABAEIIL?"

B Tome [TpeckoTTOB OBIJI0O HECKOJILKO JETCKUX IOMOB U 071arOTBOPUTEIHHBIX OpraHu3alliii, KOTOphIe
OHM TIOAiePKKBaIN TOJIBKO IS TOT0, YTOOB CHU3UTD Hasoru. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa X0Tejla TOMOYb
MeHee yaaunuBhIM. Oco0eHHO meTsaM. OHa X0Tejla BEPHYTh JeHbI'U O0IIIECTBY.

"Ila", - mpu3Hajaach oHa. "{ mpuHeca UM TEIIYIO OfeXkay U ofesna. [Ipubnuxkaercs 3uMa, U 5 He
X04y, 4TOOBI OHU 3aMEP3NN."

"9TO MU0 C TBOEM CTOPOHEI, Tumnnu."

"9T0 paboTa 6oraToro yenoBeKa-IoMoraTh MeHee yoauJUBHIM", - CKa3ajia OHa. "BHITh MUJIEIM JIETKO,
Korfa y Tebs ecTh feHbru, Kuxo."

"¢l 3Har 9T0", - Mpu3Haics oH. "Ho He Bce MOTYT OBITh TAKUMU UCKPEHHUMHU, KakK THL."
"¢l MPOCTO MEITAIOCH OBITH MOPSMOYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM KaXKIBIH MeHb."

"W 3TO BMOXHOBISIET", - CKa3asl OH ef. 3aTeM OH ITOMOIIEN, YTOOH! IOIeI0BATh €€ B IIeKy. "4 mobiio
3umy."

OHa 3HaJa, 4TO KalKUTaH I'OBOPUJI O Ce30He, HO He MOTJjia He YIBIOHYThCS, YCIIbIIAB 3TO OT HETo. "ITo
Tak CIy4aluHo, moporas. Ciy4aiHblii, HO BOCXUTUATEIbHBIN (HakKT."

"¢l mpocTo BCIOMHUIT 06 3TOM, KOTla T YIIOMSHYJIa, YTO CKOPO 3uMa", - 00bsICHUI OH. "4 3Hal0, 4TO
mu1st OOJIBIIMHCTBA JIIOEeH 31uMa - 3TO BpeMsI Tofia, U3-3a KOTOPOro CTPafaloT UX CPefCTBa K
CyllecTBOBaHMIO. Ho TMYHO MHEe OHA HPaBUTCS, TaK Kak JEN - Moi aTpubyT. Hageioch, 3TO He 3By4YUT
3TOUCTHUYHO."

"Mr", - 3aBepusa oHa ero. Eil HpaBUJIOChH, YTO OH CO3HABAJI CBOIO IPUBUJIETHIO. 'Y MeHS HET
M00UMOT0 BpeMeHHU Tofia, HO eciu Tebe HpaBUTCS 3UMa, TO C 3TOTO MOMEHTa 3TO TaKXkKe MOe
mobuMoe BpeMs rofga."

Kuxo tTuxo paccMmesinics. O, B mocaegHee BpeMs OH CMesJICS dallle, Y4eM B e€ MPOIIION KU3HU.
[Toxozke, HA 9TOT Pa3 OHU [EHCTBUTEIbHO COMU3UTUCE. "Pa3Be He ObII0 ObI BOCXUTUTEJIBHO, €CIIH OB
MEI Ha3BaJy Haulero Oymymero chiHa "Buntep" ?"

Tunnu MrHOBEHHO pPaCcuyyBCTBOBAJIaCh.

B npousiom oHa Ha3Bajla CBOEro ChiHa "BUHTEPOM" TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO POLUIIA €T0 B IIEPBLIH IEHD,
KOTTla BBITIAJ CHET B 3TO BpeMs rofa. Eciu 6bl TpopouecTBO ObII0 HEBEPHBIM U €€ PeOEHOK OKa3asics
IEeBOYKOM, OHa OblJIa IIOJTHA PEIMMOCTH Ha3BaTh CBOIO J04b "CHEXKKOH". BOT HACKOIBKO
JIETKOMBICTIEHHO OHa IIOCTYIIKJIA, BRIOpaB UMs cBoeMy pebeHKy ¢ Kuxo.



Ho Ha ator pa3 OHa OBlna IeNCTBUTEIIBHO Pafda, 9TO Y HUX COCTOAJICA 3TOT Pa3roBODP.

"MHe HpaBUTCS", - CKa3aja OHa, ITHITasgCh CAEPKAaTh CHE3bL. "MHBI NOJIKHE Ha3BaTh HAIIETO CHIHA

"BunTep".
"Tel yBepeHa?"

OHa THX0 paccMesiyiach, YBULEB €r0 YOUBIEHHYIO peakuuio. "Thl caM IIPEAIOXKUTT 3TO, MOM TJIyIIBIH
MyX."

"O, s He 3HaJI, YTO THI TaK JIETKO 9TO IMPUMeEIIb", - TPHU3HAJICS OH. "f cibliai, 4To 60IBIIMHCTBO
3HATU UAYT B XpaM U pocAT BepxosHoro XKpenia Ha3BaTh UX geTd."

"TrI oTel] Moero OyayIiero pe6éHka, a He BepxoBHbIH 2Kpell", - cka3ana 0Ha MeXAy CMeIlKaMHu.
"3ayeM MHe IPOCUTH CIy4alHOT0 MyKUMHY AaBaTh UM MoeMy peOeHKy?"

OH axHyJ IIpu 3TUX cloBax. "[loporas, TEl TOJIBKO 4TO Ha3Banla BepxoBHoro Kpelia "cly4aiiHBIM

MYXK4YUHOHU .

Ona mpocTo mocMesinach Hag 3TUM. "Bbl e fUHCTBEHHBIM YeIO0BEK, KOTOPHIM UMEET AJIS MeHS
3HayeHue, Kanurtan."

He cuutas eé oTia, KOHEYHO.

Kak 651 TO HU OBITT0, KX0 OTBETUII €H, TPUKAaBIIKXCh CBOEH PacCTyIlel 9peKInel K e€ MoIKe.
[Boxe, KTO-TO BO30YyKIAETCs, ITOKA 5 3I€Ch CEHTUMEHTAaTbHIYAI0 ]

O, He To YTOOHI OHA XKaJT0BaJIach, fa?

Kuxo, BCE ellé yiexXaBIINI Ha HEl, II0Ka OHa JieXKaJjla Ha XXUBOTe, 00HSI e€ 3a Tanuo. "THIn, MBI
MOZKEM 3TO CHenaTs?"

Eil HpaBUIIOCH, K&K OH BCeTfa CHayasla CIpalluBall e€ Coriacus.

"ITa, s TOXKe X04y 3TO cHenaTs", - cKasana Tumny. "B 3TOM monoXKeHuH, moxanyucra."
[Ckopo MEI BcTpeTuMcs BunTtep]

keksk

HakoHer1l-To HacTal geHb OXOTHL.

Tunmu O6bla OUeHb NOBOJIbHA OXOTHUYBEN OfIeXKI0M, KOTOPYIO OHA MTOIIPOCHIIa CIIUTh [T HEE
ny4iiero noptHoro KoposneBckou CTONMUIIEL.

CeronHst Ha Hell ObIT YEPHBIN JKAKeT OT CIIeHCepa IMOBEPX TEMHO-CHHET0 XKUJIeTa C 30JI0THIMU
nyroputiamMu. 101 XKUIETOM Ha HEW TakkKe OB OB KPY2KEBHOM TOI. A B IT0 CEPEOMHE TaJICTyKa
ackoTa Oblyia 30710Tast OPOIIb C KPYTIBIM (GHOJIETOBBIM OPUIITHAHTOM B LIEHTPE.

[ToTomMy 4TO (PHOJIETOBBIY - ITO OTTEHOK MOUX I'J1as3.

Bo BcsikoM criy4ae, Ha Helt TakxKe Oblyia Geflast IIMcCUpoBaHHas 100Ka C BRLICOKMM Beipe3oM. U B
IOBEPIIIEHNE CBOETO OXOTHUYHETO Hapsia OHa Hafesla YEPHBIe YYJIKU U CAIlOTH.



[Hy, S IIPOCTO BHIIIBIO Yal0 C JaMaMiu, HO 4 BCE PaBHO X049y BHITTIAOETH SKCTpaBaTaHTHO]

OHa TakXKe Hajiella MUHU-LIUISANY C TEMHO-CUHEHN JIEHTOM ITOBEPX BOJIOC, KOTOPHIEe OBIJIA COOpaHH! B
Iy4OK.

"Jlegu IIpeckotT, mpuOnin Kanutan Kuxo", - 00bsBun [IaMuaH, BEIXOAS U3 KOMHATHIL.
OHa nompocuna [IsMraHa BIYCTUTb €€ MyXKa.

[Tocne Toro, kak Jlenu u Jlanu o3mopoBanuchk ¢ Kuxo, 0Ha OTIyCTUIa CBOUX CIyKaHOK. UTak,
Temnepb OHa ObllIa B KOMHATe HaeduHe C KalTuTaHOM.

[Boxe, MOsT MUTIast CErofiHs BHITISAOUT 04eHb 3 PeKTHO! ]

Kuxo BEIT/ISIIeNT KPACUBEIM B CBOEM YEPHOM ABYOOPTHOM CIOPTYKE C 30JI0THIMHU 3mojeTaMu. [lof
UOXKaKOM ObLT TEMHO-CUHUM XKUJIET (TaKoil Xe, Kak U Y He€, KOHeYHO). A TI0f] XKUJIeTOM Ha HEM
Obla py0Oallka C feAyIIKAHBIM BOPOTHUYKOM U O€JIbIM aCKOTCKUM TajJICTyKoM. Ha ero rancTyke
Takxke Oblla OPOIIb C XKENTHIM aMETUCTOM B LIeHTpe. Ero Hapsiy JOMOHANMY YEPHBIE OPIOKU U Tapa
YEPHBIX OXOTHUYBUX OOTHHOK.

"Boxe, TH IpeKpacHa", - mpouenTan Kuxo, olleHnBas €€ B3rIAO0M. " He MOTy ITOBEPUTH, UTO THI
BEHILIJIA 3a MEHS 3aMyX, Tumiu."

Tunnu oOHsMIA ero 3a Taluio, IpexXae YeM BCTaTh Ha IBIITOYKY U MOLIEI0BaTh B T'yOBl. "Moii moporou
KallWTaH, BBl CETOHS BRITIAAUTE TaK 3QPEKTHO, UYTO MHE X0UeTCs IIOXUTUThL Bac ¥ HaBCeraa
CIIpSITaTh B CBOEM KapMaHe."

OH BBITISAAET CMYIIEHHEIM. "4 CIUIIKOM 60IbILION, YTOOH IPSATAThCS B TBOEM KapMaHe, Tuu."
OHa THX0 paccMmesiyiach. " IPoCTo TOBOPIO, YTO X04y fepxKaTh TeOs npu cebe, Kuxo."

Ero nuno MraoBeHHO 03apunock. "Oy. 4 Toxke xouy gepxaTh Te0s npu cebe." OH 06XBaTUII €€ U0
pykKaMu B nepyaTtkax. boxe, 9Tu 4épHbIe IepYaTKU CMOTPENUCH Ha HEM ropsido. "Tuimy, s He 3Halo,
KaK 9T0 O0BSICHUTE, HO THl CETOOHS BHITJIAIUIIL OCOOEHHO CHSIONIEH. "

Koueuno, Tak oHO u OBLIO.
B e€ mpoItoi XXKu3HM OHU Y3HAJIH, YTO OHa Oblyla OepeMeHHa mocyie OXOTH. ..
... B IIJIOXOM CMEICJIE.

[Tocrne Toro, Kak Kuxo ObII TS2KEJI0 paHEH B IOMBITKE OCTaHOBUTL MiMIepaTopa AKy OT pa3pylieHus -
Xaoca, ero JOCTaBUJIX B OOJIbHUILLY.

Korga Tunnu yBupena, 4TO KaluTaH IIOTePSI I'71a3 U PyKy, OHa IOTepsijia Co3HaHUe OT 1IoKa. Korma
OHa MIPOCHYJacCh, Bpay COOBIIMIT UM, YTO OHa GepeMeHHa. Ho u3-3a TOT0, 4TO CIyunsiock ¢ Kuxo, onu
He OTIPA3THOBAJY IIPeINoIaraeMblid PaflOCTHEIM MOMEHT.

B HacTosIIee BpeMs OHa €II€ He YYBCTBOBAJIAa HUKAKUX ITPU3HAKOB 6epeMEHHOCTH, HO ecyiu OBl OHa
ClemoBajia XpOHOJIOTHY CBOEH IPOIIION XKU3HU, BuHTEp moskeH Obl ObI HAYATh PacTu B €€ yTpobe
IpsIMO cenyac.

[4 mompoiry Kuxo compoBokaaTh MeHs B 60abHUITY 1mociae OXOTH ]



"¢ mpOCTO YyBCTBYIO, UTO CETONHS IPOU30UIET UTO-TO XOpoIlee", - MOAgPa3HNUIa OHa ero.
OH BOpyT cTan cepbé3eH. "4 Bumurpaio Oxoty papu 1ebs1, Tummn."

YTo XK, 3T0 ObIJI0 ObI HEMI0X0. YeCTHO rOBOPS, OHa MOKyHa Obljia B MOPSKE, HO 10 TEX IOp, IoKa
Kanutas lllepByn He mobenut. M3 Bcex KoHKypeHTOB Kuxo, Kanutau [llepByp Ob1 eAMHCTBEHHEBIM,
KTO MOT TIOOEOUTH ero.

"f 6ymy G6oneTh 3a Te6s", - paloCTHO CKa3aja Tuiiu, MoAHSAB Kynaku. "Kuxo, Bnepéeq."

Kuxo BREIT/ISIIENT CMYIIEHHBIM €€ BeCeJI0OCThIO, HO BCE PaBHO CJerKa yIBIOHYIICS ell. 3aTeM OH
momesnosa eé B 100. "Cracubo tede, Tumium."
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