[Tocne o6MeHa KasaTBaMu THIIIM TOJapUiIia CBOMM T'OCTSIM CYBEHUPHL.

910 OBIN €€ 3HaK 671arofmapHOCTH BCEM, KTO IIPUILIETT Ha X CBafib0y. Y, 4eCTHO roBOps, 3TO TOXKe OBIN
cBoero popa mopkyrn. OHa 3HaJa, YTO HEKOTOPHIE U3 ABOPSTH ObLTH HETOBOIBHEI TEM, UTO OHA TOYTH
3amsTHala UMUAXK IBOPSHCTBA. [103TOMY OHa Hafeslach, 4YTO OHU 3a0ynyT 06 3TOM NpuCcKOpOHOM
WHIMOEHTE, eCJIA OHA MTPOSIBUT K HUM HEMHOT'O BEJTUKOIYIIIHS.

Il maM oHa IIPUTOTOBHUIIA IIOJTHBIN Ha6op KEMYYXKHBIX prameHHﬁ: 0XKepeJibe, CEPRI'H, 6pacneTI;1 u
KOJIbIIa.

I mIXKEeHTIbMEHOB OHa ITPUTOTOBHIIA ABa ITOapKa: 3alOHKYU C OeJIBIM U YEPHBIM KEeMYYToM U
IPULIETKY OIS TaJCTyKa C KeMYyKHAHOW, IPUKPEITIEHHON K TOHKOU IIeM0YKe.

KoneuHo, Ha0op yKpalleHU# ¥ aKCecCyapoB, KOTOPHIE OHa mmomapuia Ummnepatopy Aky u ITpuHIiecce
Hue, 6n1mu 6071ee ocobeHHEIMU U OoJiee moporumu. HUKTO He cTai OBl XKaJI0BaThCSI, IOTOMY YTO IJIS
IBOPSTH OBIIO BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO MO-Pa3HOMY OTHOCHUTHCS K KOPOJIEBCKUM 0CO0aM-OTu3HEeaM.

K cyacThio, TOCTH, Ka3anoch, ObUIM TOBOJILHEI CBOUMM IIeIPEIMU CBafeOHEIMU CYBEHUPAMHU.
[ HapmeroCh, YTO OTHBIHE OHM OYTYT XOPOIIO OT3kIBATHCS 000 MHE U Kuxo]
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Tunnmu u Kuxo mpoBedyT CBOIO MEPBYI0 HOUb B KAYECTBE MOJIONOKEHOB B CaMOM GOJIBIIION KOMHATE B
3aMKe, KoTopyto VimnepaTtop AKy IpefoCcTaBul UM Ha HeeJio.

Hepens TONBKO C HUMU OBYM{, KaK OHU U IIPOCUJTIH.
ITocne HpI/IéMa OHHU OTIIYCTHUIIA CBOUX rocTel, Ipexnge 94eM OTIIPAaBUTHCA B 3aMOK.

Y Tunnu He O6bIO0 BpeMEHHU HafleTh HUKHee 0eJibé, TOTOMY 4YTO, KaK TOIHKO OHU BOIIIA B CBOIO
KoMHaTy, Kuxo mpeBpaTuics B 3Beps, KOTOPOr0 OHa XKasa.

[Hakoner-to!]

Cnepnytolree, 4TO oco3Hasia TUIM, 3TO TO, YTO OHA yXKe Jiexkasia Ha MITKOM MaTpace, a Kuxo Obin
Hay Hell. OH OCHITIAJ €€ JIUII0 JIETKUMH TIOLEeTysIMU. TO 3aCTABUJIO €€ XUXUKHYTh.

3aTeM OH OflapuJl €€ YyBCTBEHHBIM B3TJISIIOM, KOTOPHIM OINlpefieIEHHO TpeboBas O0JbIIero.
OHa B3si71a €T0 PYKY U I0JI0Xuia cebe Ha I'Pyab B OTBET.

Kuxo BRIT/ISIIEN YIUBIEHHBIM U MIOPAXKEHHBIM T€M, KaKOM MATKOM oHa Oblta. OH OCTOPOXKHO Hadan
CcXuMaTh e€ rpymb. CHavasa HeXKHO, IIOTOM OH cTaj 6onee xkagueiM. OH CTSHYT C Heé miaThe, MoKa
OHA He 0CTaJlaCh TOJIBKO B HUXKHeM Oemnbe. Korma on Opocun Ha HEE B3TJIS, CIPAIIXBaONIAN
paspelleHus, OHA CHsJIa MU(PUHUK.

Tenephb Ha Hel OBUIM TOJIBKO YEPHBIE KPYXKEBHBIE TPYCHUKH.
KanuTaH BHITTISIEN 3aTUITHOTU3MPOBAHHEIM €€ 00HaKeHHOM BepXHEN 4acThio Teja.

EMy He HyXHO OBIJI0 HUYET0 TOBOPUTH, UTOOL JaTh € MOHSATh, YTO €My IOHPABUIOCH TO, YTO OH
yBupen. Toro, Kak OH IIOKJIOHSJICS €€ TeJly PTOM U pyKaMu, Obiio 6ojiee 4eM JOCTaTOYHO.



[O, 6oxe]

OHa 3acToHasa, KOTfa ero 35K UCCIIeIOBal €€ POT, KITIOYHUITH ¥ TaK fgajee. M moka ero poT
IBUTAJICS BHU3 II0 €€ Tejly, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIAa €0 MaJIbIkl HA CBOUX KPYXKEBHEIX TPYCHUKAX,
IIPOCIIeXKKBasI JIMHUIO, KOTOPas yKe HEKOTOpoe BpeMs Oblla BJIaKHOM.

Ero morenyeB ObII0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OHA CTala MOKPOHM.

U Temepb ero TOHKUE IabIlbl TOATAIKUBAIIK €€ K Kpalo.

[Hert, emié Her...]

OHa cKasasa 3T0, HO He CMOTJla yiepXkKaThCs, YTOOh He MOTEPEThCS OEapaMu O ero IajIbIlHL.
[3T0 Tak xopormo...]

Kuxo IIOCMOTPEII Ha Heé TOJIOOHLEIMHU TJIa3aMH, IIpexnae 4eM MCYE3HYTh U3 e€ Ions 3peHusd. Korga
OHa IMMO4YyBCTBOBaJla €ro TEIJIOe [BIXaHWe Ha CBOEH IIOIKe, OHa 3aKphlJla I'lla3a U IIPUTOTOBUJIACh KO
BCeMY YIOOBOJIECTBHIO, KOTOPO€ BOT-BOT PA3PYIIUT eé-B Xopoi1iieM CMEICJIe, KOHEYHO.

Omna 3HaJsa, 4YTO celvac MPOU30UIET, TO3TOMY (pU3KMUYECKHU MoAroToBunaack. OHa CXBaTUIacCh 3a
IIPOCTHIHU. 3aTeM, KOT{la OH OCTOPOKHO IBUHYJICS, OHA BEITSHYJIa IIPaByI0 HOT'Y U MOJIOXKUIA €€ MY
Ha I71e40. Bcero yepe3 HECKONIBKO XXKapKUX CEKYH[] OH IIpUKaJcsd K Hell ry0aMu.

[Ha!]
OH BOCXUTUTEIILHO HpOBéJ‘I 10 HEeU SA3BIKOM, IIOYTH 3aCTaBUB eé KOHYUTH.

Kak 6ynTo aToro ObII0 HEIOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! Y HE€ IepexBaTUIO0 ObXxaHue, OHa TOYyBCTBOBAsa €Tro
SI3BIK Ha CBOEM KJIMTOPE, MPa3Hs YyBCTBUTENbHYIO YaCTh MeIIeHHbIMY OBUKEHUsIMHU. OHa
HaloMHMUJIa ce0e OBIIIaTh; OHa AOJIKHA Oblla ABIIIATh, IOTOMY YTO YOOBOJILCTBUE COMBAJIO €€ PUTM
OBIXAHUS.

W B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfIa y Heé IIepexXBATHUJIIO ObIXaHKWe, OH IIPOCYHYII ITaJI€ll BHYTDb. Korma oHa TPOMKO
dXHYyJIa, OH 3aCYHVYII emé OOYH Manb4uK. Ero masbIlbl, IOIABIINE B HY2KHBIE€ TOYKHU B eé LeHTpe,
3aCTaBUNM THUIIX BOCXUTUTENHLHO 3aCTOHATh.

[OH memaeT u3 MeHST KOro-TO KpUKyHa!]
Ho 3aTeM oH BHe3amHO yOpas PyKy OT €€ BJIaXKHOTO I[eHTpa.

Tunmu yxe cobupanach 1moxKanoBaThCs, Korga Kuxo 3aMeHUI pyKy sSI3bIKOM. ET0 POT TBOPHI C HEN
yymeca, KOrfia OH HAllOMHWUII €, YTO Y HEro BCE emlé eCTh masnbiel. OH CKOJTb3HYJI OMHUM IaJIblEM,
moKa u3an ei. OHa U3[asa eIleé OguH 'POMKUM B3[I0X, ¥ KOT'la 9TO IMPOU30III0, OH BCTABUII eIIe
OIUH TaTb4uK.

IToxoxe, OH HaclIaxkaaJCcs eé TUXUMU BCXIUNLIBAHUSIMU, Ha?
[Ho, uépt Bo3bMu! CoyeTaHue ero s3bKa U ManblieB 6€3yMHO Xopolu!]

OHa He ymuBHUIaCh, KOTa ITOYYBCTBOBaJa, KaK CxKaJjla CBOIO KMCKY BOKPYT ero masbleB. OHa
103BOJIHJIA cebe OTHAThCS OIIYIIEeHHIO TOKAIBIBAHUS, IT0KA HE 0OKa3aslach Ha Kpalo MPOMAaCTH.

Ho oH elé He 3aKOHYUI C HEH.



OH cKaJl maJiblibl, OBICTPO BXOMS ¥ BHIXOMS U3 HEE, IT0Ka OH MCII0Ih30BaJl CBOM SI3EIK, YTOOH! JTAKATh
COKH, BRITEKAIOIIKE BOKPYT €ro0 MajblieB. A 3aTeM OH OTOIBHUHYJI CBOM POT OT €€ KIMTOPa U 3aMeHMII
ero OOJIBLIMM IIaJiblieM, IIOTHPas eé BO BpeMs Opra3Ma 1 3aCTaBlisds €€ U3BHUBATHCS.

"Trl BOCXUTHTE/IbHA Ha BKyC, Tumin", - mogapa3Hun e€ Kuxo, BctaBasi. M, 4€PT BO3bMHU, OH HAUUCTO
00/113bIBajI CBOM IIOKPHITEIE COKOM TajIblibl. ITO OBIO TaK 3POTUYHO, YTO OHA YyTh HE KOHYUIA
CHOBa. "BkycHaTuHa."

Tunnu, BcE elne nepeBoas AbIXaHWe, UTPUBO 3aphivaia Ha Hero. "Kuxo, s X094y 9TOro CENYAC XKE."
Skksk
Tunnu ¢ TpymoM MoTia CTI0THYTh CIIOHY, Korfga Kuxo HakoHeI pa3fescs.

OHa yXKe 3Haja, 4YTO y HETO BEJIMKOJIEITHOE TeJI0, HO cerlyac e€ B3TJIAA OblJI IPUKOBAH K €r0 04eHb
3HAUUTENILHOU OJINHE.

[Boxke, 0H meHCTBUTEILHO 00JIBIIIOH ]

Kuxo BeITIsAAen 3aCTEHYUBHIM, KOTIa 3aMETHJI, UYTO OHa CMOTPHUT Ha ero "arperat”. Ho 310
BhIPazKEHME BCKOPEe MCYe3/10. 3aTEM OH HaBUC Hafl HEW U, mepxKa Tunmu 3a 6€gpa, YCTPOUIICS MEeXIy
€€ HOT.

"Tunmu, Te TOTOBA?" - MSATKO cripocun Kuxo, rmsgs e npsiMo B rita3a. "4 Oyamy oueHb HexkeH. Ho
ecnu 6ymeT 60IbHO, TPOCTO CKaXKK MHe. 1 ceffyac ke 0CTaHOBJIIOCH."

Tunnu ynelOHyIach €ro 3afyM4YUBOCTH.
OH TakXke CKa3aJl 3TH CJI0Ba BO BPpEMS UX ITepPBOX OpayHOM HOUM B €€ MPOIIION KU3HU.

[3To mepBHIii pa3, Korfia 5 3aHUMalCh CEKCOM B 3TOU XKU3HU. ITO OygeT HEMHOTO O0IHHO, TIO3TOMY S
yyTh-4yTh 600Ch. Ho Tak Kak 9T0 cHOBa Ovln Kuxo, 51 3Hato, 4To g B 6e30macHOCTH]

C aTOM MEICTIBIO €€ TeJI0 B KOHIIe KOHIIOB Pacciabunock.

"4 roroBa, Kuxo", - ckazana Tunnu, 00HHMas ero 3a Iier0. 3aTeM OHa COMKHYJIA ITajbIlkl HAa eTo
3aTmeIKe. "JlaBail cmenaeM 3To."

"Tr1 yBepeHa?"

Ona cHoBa ynbiOHYynMack. "[Ia, Kuxo. f coBepIeHHo yBepeHa."
Kuxo MATKO KUBHYIIL.

3aTeM OH Me[JIeHHO BOIIEI B HEE.

OHu 3acTOHANM B YHUCOH. [TepBBIY TOTYOK HEMHOTO "y2Kanuma", HO B 1IeJI0M 3TO OblI0 300poBo. OH
OBLT TAaKUM OOJIBIIMM, YTO OHA MIHOBEHHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa ce0s1 HAIlOJIHEHHOM, XOTS OH eIlé He
OBUTAJICH.

Ibrxanue Kuxo OBIIO TSXKETBIM, ¥ Ha €0 Jinile ObIJI0 BEIpaXkeHKe HaMpPSIXKeHHON COCPeNoTOYeHHOCTH,
KOTZla OH TOJIKHYJICS B He€. Kak O6ynTo OH OBIJT TaK OCTOPOXKEH, YTOOH He IPUYMHUTE et 601b. OHa
TAKXKe MOTJIa CKa3aTh, YTO OH XOTEJI JBUTAThCs, HO €ro XKeJlaHue 3alIUTUTh e€ ePeCUIuiIo ero
COOCTBEHHYIO IIOXOTb.



[OH mericTBUTENBHO OECKOPHICTEH]
"Kuxo, s B mopsaake", - 3aBepuna ero Tunnu. "Temeps Thl MOXKEIIb ABUTaThC."

KanuTaH Bce ellé BHTIISIAEN 00eCIOKOeHHEIM. "ThHl IeiCTBUTEIBHO yBepeHa, Tunnu? f 3Hai, 9T0
0onpHO."

"9T0 He Tak yXK u 00JIbHO, IOTOMY YTO Thl OY€Hb HeKeH", - CKa3asa oHa. YToOk yOeuTh ero, oHa
npuxkanach 0égpaMu K HeMy. "ITo npusitHo, Kuxo."

Ero 3010TUCTEIE T71a3a XKATHO CBEPKHYIIH.
OH, HaKOHel], HayaJl CKOJIb3UTh B HE€ U BHIXOOUTDH U3 HEe.
[Tak 611*Tb X0poOIIO0]

Yewm rny6ke OH BXOOUT B HEE, TeM 0OJIbIle OHa KpyKuila 6€mpamMu, YTOOH! e1llé CUJIbHee OIIyTUTh ero
OO CaMOM CEPIIEeBUHEL.

"Kuxo, elé", - IpoCTOHAJIa OHA, ABUTas 6€mpaMu B TapMOHMY C HUM. "4 xouy 6Gosnbiiero."
OH He OTBETHUJ CIIOBAMH.

Ho ero pyka mieBeibHYJIaCh ¥ MOTSIHYJIAch Mexny HuMU. OH HaIles e€ MyIbCUPYIoUUi OYTOpoK U
HEXKHO TIOTJIafinII ero, Kak 6yATo 3HasI, YTO TaM YTO-TO 60UT. ITO OBIII0 HEMHOTO GOJILHO, TIOTOMY
YTO 9TO OBLI WX IEPBHIH pPa3, ¥ Yy KanuTaHa Obi1 00sbIoi. Ho ero mpuKocHOBeHUE 3aMeHUIIO0 60JIh
YIOBOIBCTBHEM. ..

... YIOBOJIbCTBHE, KOTOPOE 3aCTAaBUJIO €€ CHOBA 3aKPUYaTh.
[CnaBa 6ory, 3aMOK B HaIlleM pacIopsKeHuu! ]

Kuxo Ha MrHOBEHME OCTAHOBHJICS, YTOOHI IIOLIEJIOBATh €€ B T'yOHI.
[Tomeny#, Kak Bceraa, ObITT CTPACTHBIM.

3aTeM OH KpemKo cxkaJjl e€ 6€npa, ycKopss TeMil. Ha 3TOT pa3, HeCMOTpPSI Ha TPOMKoe OueHue eé
cepila, OHa yCIIbIIIaia, KaK KPOBaTh 3aCKPUIIesIa IO UX BeCOM U OBUKEHUSIMHU.

Ho BCcKOpe CKpHUIIBEI 3aTUXIIM Ha 3aIHEM IIJIaHe, KOTHa e€ CTOHHI cTanu rpomye. OHa gBurana 0eémpamu
B TOM XK€ PUTMe, YTO U OH. X mBUKEHUS CTaJIu Temnepsb OLICTPee, ero TONMYOK riybxke. TpeHue ux Ten
3aXKTJI0 BHYTPH UCKDY.

A TIOTOM OH B30pBaJICH.
OHa 3aKphbljia rja3a 1 mo3Bojiuja cebe ToxKe B30PBAaThCS OT YAOBOILCTBHUS.

"Ax, Tunnu", - mpomenTan Kuxo e#t Ha yxo. Teneps ero cToH Obll Iy6Ke U rpoMue, a 6€npa
nBuranuch OicTpee. Ero TsxKenoe mbIxaHWE CHOBa BBIBEIO e€ u3 ce0si. Y Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa Oblya He
ogHa. OH IPUCOEIMHUIICSA K HEW, KOHYas TakK XkKe CHUJIbHO, KaK U OHa. 3aTEM OH PYXHYI Ha He€. Ero
TeJI0 0OBIYHO OBITIO XOJIOMHBIM K3-3a ero MaHbl. Ho ceiiuac ero Koxa Oblnia ropsiuel, Kak KpacHoe
miaMm4a. "9 mobmno Teds, Tunnu..."

Tunnu yogusunacs ToMy, 4To Kuxo mpoiuenrtan e Ha yXo.



[l mpaBUIBHO €r0 paccbIana?]

K coxarnenuio, y He€ He OBIJIO BpeMeHHU, YTOOB IOATBEPAUTH 9TO, IOTOMY 4TO, KaK TOJIbKO OHHU
3aKOHYUJIY, OHA [I09yBCTBOBasa ce0s HaCTOIbKO U3MYy4EHHOU, YTO 3aCHYyJIa, KaK TOJIBKO 3aKphia
riasa.

B Ty HOYb el TPUCHUIIOCH, KaK OHa BIIEPBHIE iepkKasla Ha pyKax Marnsia BunTepa.
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