"Vx THI", - cKa3aa Tunnn, molysach OOJBIION YepHOU KapeTol ¢ repOoM Pritapeit YepHoii 3Men.
CumBojioM OTpsifia Oblyia UepHast 3Mesi C KeJITHIMU 3MEUHBIMY TJla3aMu, 00BUBaOLIasICs BOKPYT Meda-
panupsl. "TBoU sKumnax orpomes, Kuxo."

"0, Heyxemu?" - cipocust Kuxo ¢ mo60onEITCTBOM B rojioce. "HecTHO TOBOPS, S PEIKO MOJIb3yI0Ch
9TUM 3KUIIaXKeM, TaK KaK 4acTo e3Xy BepxoM." OH HEMHOI'0 IIOMOJI4aJl, IpeXkae 4eM II0BEPHYThCA K
Heil. "{ maxe Tepsiock B COGCTBEHHOM 0COOHSIKe. He MOTOMY, YTO OH OTPOMEH, a IIOTOMY, YTO 5 He
IIPOBOJHUJI TaM LOCTATOYHO MHOT'O BpeMeHH, YTOOb OPUEeHTUPOBaThCA."

Ona XUXUKHYIIA.

Pe3upennus Kuxo u cmyru Obiiu BeIOpaHbl muuHO MMmepaTopoM AKy. Ho KanmuTaH 4acTo ye3xkai B
[NIUTeNIbHble KOMaHIUPOBKY, YIIyCKasi BO3MOXHOCTh OCMOTPETh COOCTBEHHBIM JOM UJIU I000IIaThCS
co cimyramu. Y maxe ecnu OvI 0H ObITT B KOPONIEBCKOM CTONINIIE, OH BCE PABHO He MOT OBl IePEJOXHYTh,
IIOTOMY UTO MMIIepaTOP BCerfa BhI3EIBaJ €ro BO OBOpeLl.

[MMnepaTop AKy O4eHb LENIKHU]

He T0 4TOOBI OH MOT BUHUTH uMIiepaTopa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, €r0 BEIUYECTBO 3HAJI, YTO CAMbIM
BEPHBEIM W HAJJE€2KHBEIM €0 II0CJIeJOBaTeIieM OB Kuxo.

"1 BOT 51 3MeCh, HaIeI0Ch, YTO THl YCTPOUIIb MHE 9KCKYPCHIO 110 IOMY, KaK TOJIBKO S IIEPEEy B TBOO
pe3umeHIuio", - moaapa3HuiIa OHa ero.

"ByneM u3ydaTh ero BMeCTe, KakK TOJIbKO 1 BEPHYCH C 3afjaHus", - CKa3aJsl oH. "CTaplIui JBOPELKUM
3HaeT OCOOHSK Jyulle, yeM s."

OHa To/IbKO yNIBIOHYTIACh U KUBHYyJIa eMy. 3aTeM ee B3TJIA[ CKOJIb3HYJI MUMO HEr0 ¥ OCTAHOBUJICA Ha
MOJIOZIOM pHIIIape, CTOSIBIIEM 103a[Y KaluTaHa.

"Ax, 4yTb He 3a0bl1", - cka3an Kruxo, SBHO HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHBIN TE€M, YTO 3a0bIT IPECTaBUTh 1
CBOETo IMoMoIHMKa. Ho Kak TOIbKO K HEMY BEPHYJIOCh caMoo0IaflaHue, OH XKeCTOM II0[103BaJl
MOJI070T0 phitiaps nobnuxe. "Jlemu [TpeckoTT, S X0Ten OBl MPEACTaBUTh BaM [[9MMaHa - CaMOT0
MOJIOAOTO, HO OOHOI'0 M3 CaMbIX TaJaHTJIUBBIX B CBOeU rpymnmne. OH MOU MOMOIIHUK."

“[I-IlpuBetcTBy!0 Bac, Jlegu IIpeckoTT", - HEPBHO MTONIPUBETCTBOBAI ee [IaMuan. "{ coemnalo Bce, 4TO
B MOMX CHUJIaX, YTOOBI XOPOIIIO CIIYKUTH BaM!"

"He xpuuu Taxk", - oTpyraa KaluTaH MOJIOLOI0 PHILIaPS.
[IaMuaH HeMedJIeHHO IOKJIOHUIICS eil. "4 ... 4 ... POy IPOIIeHus, MUIeau."
Ona XUXUKHYAQ, 4945 Ha 09apoBaTeIbHOT0 MOJIOZOro gypodka. "BeranbsTte, Cap [IaMuaH."

IaMuaH B3TJITHYJ Ha Hee ynuBIeHHO. Kak Oy[TO OH He MOT ITOBEPUTD, YTO OHa Ha3Basa ero "cap".
OH BBITNIAAEN TPOHYTHIM. "M-Munegu..."

"Cap" OBLIO IOOXOASIINM TUTYJIOM, KOTOPHIM Harpaxmnascs KaKblil phlllaph B UMIIEPUH.

Ho u3-3a muckpuMuHanuu peitiapei YepHoro 3Mest OOIBIIUHCTBO JIIOfIeH He "BOCIIPUHUMAIN" UX KaK
pHIlaped. BBITO ellle MHOTO TOpOXKaH, KOTOPEIe CMOTPeNy Ha YepHbIX 3Mei CBLICOKA, 0COOEHHO
COIINIUBLIE IBOPSIHE.

Kuxo otkamnsanca. Korga oHa moBepHyIach K Hel, OH IPOTAHYI e pyky. "[lougem, Tummu?"



Tunnu yneiOHyIach ¥ HEXKHO B3sijIa ero 3a pyky. "Iloimem."
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Teneps Tunnu cugena B IPOCTOPHOM SKHIMaXKe HAIIPOTUB CBOEr0 KPaCUBOT0O KaBanepa. Kuxo aBHO
YyBCTBOBaJ ce0sl HEYIOTHO, OH SIBHO He NPUBHIK I10JIb30BaThCS KapeToi. Ho oHa moHWMana, moueMy
OH TaK CMOTPUT, IOTOMY YTO HEKOTOPOe BPeMs Ha3af OH CKa3aJl, UTo eMy yOoOHee e3OUTh BEPXOM.

[Tpsimo ceityac 9KHUIIaXkK, B KOTOPOM OHU HAaXOOUINCh, COIPOBOXKAan [[aMuaH, KOTOPBIM exal Ha
JIOIIaAU PSAAOM C UX KapeTou.

"Kux0, THl X04ellb CeCTh PAAOM CO MHOU?" - IpeayioxKuia TUIN, MATKO IIOXJIONBIBAS 110 MECTY
psimoM ¢ coboii. "Himu croma."

Kuxo KuBHYJI, IOTOM BCTal ¥ OLICTPO CeJl pafoM ¢ Hell. "4 He 3HaJ, YTO KapeTa - 0IlaCHOe MeCTO.
Ecnu Obl Ha HaC Hamanu 30ech, HaM ObLIO OBl TPYAHO ABUTATHCS."

Ona npunopHsaa 6poBb. "ITO TO, 0 YEM THI BCe BpeMsl 0€CIIOKOUIILC ?"
HeynusuTtesnbHO, 4TO OH 3aMoiI4all, KakK TOIBKO KapeTa TPOHYJach!

"¢ myman o pa3HbIX criocobax 3alUTUTh TebsI, eClii MBI BAPYT IOafeM B 3acafy", - CKasasl OH, TS
TO Ha OKHO CIIpaBa OT Hee, TO Ha ABEPD CJIeBa. "ITo OyheT TPYAHO, HO S COeflai0 BCe BO3MOXKHOE,
YyTOOBI BHITALIUTh TE€0ST HEBPEOUMOM."

Ona He MOrJIa He pacCMesITbCA Hafl TeM, KaK CepPbe3HO OH OTHOCUJICS K 9TOMY, KOTZla OHU [OJIXKHEI
OBLIM MTOMTU Ha NMPOCTOe MUPHOE cBuOaHue. "Kuxo, s 3Hato, 4To y Prilapeit YepHoro 3Mest MHOTO
BparoB. Ho HUKTO B 3[paBOM yMe He HallafieT Ha Hac cpens Oena mHsI. OCOOEHHO KOTHa M
HaIlpaBJIsieMCs B caMoe ceppaile KoponeBCKOM CTOMHITHL. "

"Ho 51 HU4Yero He MOT'y nmofefiats", - CKa3as oH. "HeBo3MoxkHO He 3a00TuThCS 0 TEbE."

"Cmacu6o, 4To 6ecrnokouibcss 060 MHe", - CKa3aja OHa C yibriOKoi. OHa OblJla MCKPeHHE TPOHYTa ero
3abotoit. Ho oHa moymkHa OblJla HAIOMHUTEL €My OOHY Belllb. "Kuxo, 1 He Xpynkas ¢papdopoBas KyKia.
Kak u gpyrue gBopsiHe, s1 popuiics ¢ MaHoi. OTa MaHa fenaeT Hac cuiabHee 00BYHEIX NTofei. Hy,
MOU Maru4deckue CII0COOHOCTH He 04eHb IIPUTOMHEI [JIsg 6051, HO S MOT'Y UCIIOJIb30BaTh X, YTOOH
3amuTUTh ce0s." OHa TeTrOHbBKO TOJIKHYJIA ero JIOKTeM B O0K. ITOT IOCTYIIOK YOUBUII €T0, HO B
mpUSITHOM cMbIciie. OHa SICHO BUMEJIA, KaK 3aropesioch ero JIUI0, KOTa OHY BCTYIUU B GU3UUECKUM
KOHTaKT. "Ecnu TH Gymelsb CIUIITKOM CHIbHO BOJIHOBATHCS, MBI HE CMOXKEM HACJIAMUThCS HAIIUM
IIePBHIM CBUaHUEM."

OH riy60KO0 B3MOXHYJI, TPeXKAe YeM KUBHYTb. ITO, Ka3aI0Ch, YCIIOKOUJIO €T0, IIOTOMY YTO Yepe3
HECKOJIbKO MI'HOBEHHUY OH BEPHYJICS K CBOEMY OOBIYHOMY KaMEHHOMY JIUIY 1 MOHOTOHHOMY TeMOpy
ronoca. "Tsl ipaBa, Tunmnu. f OONMXKEH COCPeNOTOUYUTLCS Ha HallleM CBULaHuu. Kyna Thl X04elllb
IIOMTH CHOBA?"

"f x04y mOCMOTpEeTh Ha HOBBIM aTTPaAKUMOH Ha JIyHHOU peke", - B3BOJIHOBaHHO CKa3aja oHa. OHa
Hajella IIJIANY ¥ TakK XKe OHa B3sy1a ¢ co00i 30HTHUK. "TaM HelaBHO OTKPHIIOCH Kade Ha Oepery peku
nof Ha3BaHueM "BapxaT'. MBI MOXeM KyIIUTh YTO-HUOYOb IOKyIIaTh Ha 00ef B Kade, B3SAThH
HAIPOKAT JIOAKY, YTOObI COBEPIIUTL 3KCKYpPCUIO 0 Oepery peku. IToroma xopoias, ¥ He CITUIIKOM
JKapKo, TaK 4YTO 5 YBepeHa, YTO MBI CMOXKeM HacCJIagUThCS MIPOTYIKON Ha jlogke. Tebs aTo
ycTpauBaet?"



"STo0 cOenaeT TeOsI cuacTIUBOI?"
OHa KUBHYJIa, ¥ Ha ee JIHIle IOSBUIACh MMMUPoKas yibeiOKa. "[la."
OH BHITTISIAET HOBOJIBHEIM, TSI Ha ee yNIbIOKY. "Torfa maBail coeniaeM 3T1o."

OHa HaxMypHuJach, KOT{a 3aMeTHIIa JIerkoe KonebaHue Ha ero nute. "Kuxo, ecimu Tebe 4TO-TO HE
HPABUTCS, HE CTECHSHCS CKa3aTb 00 9TOM. MBI MOXkKeM 3alJIaHNPOBaTh CBUOAHUE, KOTOPOE
IIOHPABUTCS HaM oboum."

OH nokadvas rojoBo#. "HeT, MHe HpaBUTCS [eNlaTh TO, YTO AelaeT Te0s CYacTIuBOM."
"Ho g He X049y, 4TOOHI THI fieslaid 3TO 3a CUeT CBOero co6CcTBeHHOro KoMmdopra."
"4 B mopsgke", - MATKO 3aBepusl OH ee. "He BOJHYNCS CIUIIKOM CUJIbHO, Twumim."

OHa yxe cobupasnach YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO KapeTa OCTaHOBUJIACh. 3aTeM Kydep 00BbSBUII, YTO OHU
npuObBIIH B Kade.

KanutaH BhIIIeN IepBEIM. 3aTeM OH IIPOTSAHYJI €l PYKY, U OHA [I03BOJIMJIa €My IIOMOYb €/ BEIUTU U3
KapeTsl. [Toce 3TOro KanuTaH OCTOPOXKHO B35J1 Y Hee 30HTUK, YTOOBI OTKPHITH €T0, HO OH He BEPHYII
ee ero. BMecTo 3TOro 0OH CaMOJIMYHO HeC 30HT U Cliefu1, 4ToOb OHa Oblyla 3allulleHa OT COJIHIIA.
3aTeM OH IIPEHJIOKUII €U PYKY.

[Korma oH cTaja TaKUM MHJIBIM? ]

OHa yneIOHYTach, CHOBa YyBCTBYS JIETKOe TOJIOBOKPY2KeHHe. 3aTeM OHa B3sJa ero mof pyky. [Toka
OHM 1T, [[9MMaH THXO CJegoBajl 3a HUMH. OTO OBIIO TOTOMY, YTO Ky4dep [0/IKeH OBbIJT 0OTBE3TH
9KHIIaXK B APYTO€ MECTO, YTOORI TPUIIAPKOBATHCS, OKUAAS UX.

Ona YK€ Ha4dalla JyMaTh, 9YTO OHK XOPOIIO IMMPOBEOYT BPEMsA, HO KdK TOJILKO OHAd OCO3HaJla, 4YTO €€
OKPyXKaeT, ee YJ'IBI6Ka TyT XK€ hCYe3Jia.

[Kakoro geprTa...?]

Bce BOKpyT cMOTpenu B uX CTOPOHY. Ecnu ObITh TOUHEe, BCE BHUMaHMe JIIofiel ObII0 MPUKOBAHO K
Kuxo. Xyxe TOro, OHU flaXKe He MOTPYAUINCH CKPHITh CBOM CTpPaxX ¥ OTBpaAllleHue.

VIMeHHO TOT[la OHa IOHa, ToYeMy Kixo HeKOTopoe BpeMs Ha3ajl YyBCTBOBaJI cebsi AMCKOM(OPTHO.

[Kuxo, BepOSITHO, 3HAJI, YTO JIIOMM, KOTOPHIX OHHU IIOBCTPEYAIOT, OTPEArupyI0T KMEHHO TakK.
B03MO0KHO, OH IPUBHIK K TAKOW PEAKIIUHU, HO BCE PABHO eMY OIIpefelIeHHO G60JIbHO, KOTHa C HUM
oOpalraTcs Kak C MOHCTPOM. ]

Ona yyBCcTBOBasa cebs BUHOBATOM 3a CBOIO OECIIEYHOCTh.
Ho ¢ gpyro# CTOpOHHI, OHa [OJIKHA MCII0Ih30BaTh 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTOOH MoAmepxkaTh Kuxo.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ODHHMM M3 €€ CaMBIX OOJIBIINX COXKaJIeHHWH B IIPOIUION XKHU3HY ObllIa HECIIOCOOHOCTh
3aCTYMUTHCS 3a MyKa. TOrMa OHa ITO3BOJIMIA 3HATH PACTONTATh €r0 TOPAOCTh. OHA HE COBEPIIUT TY
ke omm0OKy cHoBa. Ha aTOT pa3 oHa OymeT 60pOThCs 3a HETO [0 KOHIIA.

"Kuxo, 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO ThlI CJIMIIIKOM KpacuB", - CKa3ajia OHa C UTPUBOM yIHIOKOM.



KanuTtan OB yMEH, IIO9TOMY OHA 3HaJla, YTO OH IMMOWMET, YTO OHA [IeMCTBUTEIBHO X0TeJIa CKa3aTh.
"He BonHylics, Tunnu", - 3aBepusl OH ee C HEIPOHUIIAEMBIM JTUIIOM. "4 K 9TOMYy IIPUBEHIK."

"Ho 9T0 ke He 3HAYUT, YTO 60T CTAaHOBUTCST MEHbIIIE, BEPHO?"

OH [IOBEPHYJICA K HEU C YAUBIIEHHBIM BhIpaXkKeHueM uia. "Tumu..."

"Ckaxu MHe, Kuxo",- 0CTOpOXHO Haydasna OHa. "MexXny MHEHVEM COTHU HE3HAKOMIIEB U MHEHUEM
HEMHOTHUX, KOMY THl HeOe3pa3iIudeH, uTo g Te0s BaxkHee?"

"TlocnemHee, KOHEYHO."

"Xopormo", - cka3zana OHa C ybIOKoi. "Ho s 3Hat, 4TO Jaxe ecyu Tl He Gymerns oOpaniaTh BHUMaHUS
Ha TO, KaK [IpyTHe JTI0OXA CMOTPSAT Ha Tebs, 3TO He U3MEHUT TOro GakTa, YTO OHU IIPUYUHSIIOT Tebe
HeymoOCTBO - YTO OHU MPUYUHSIOT Tebe 001b. [ToaTOMY 51 He Gymy TOBOPUTHL TeOe, YTOOHI TH HE
oOpairan Ha HUX BHUMaHusA. [I0TOMy YTO ecjii MBI Bcerpia 6yieM UTHOPHUPOBATh TO, KaK OHU
OTHOCSTCS K TeOe, OHU HUKOI'Ia He IPU3HAIOT, YTO OHU y2KACHHBI, OHU HEHABUIAT YeJIoBeKa TOJIBKO
¥3-3a ero poaoCiIOBHOM."

OH B 3aMelIaTebCTBE HaMOPIIUT 100. "M3BUHY, HO 51, KaXKeTCs, He TIOHKUMalo Te0s, Tumnu..."

"¢l Xx04y cKa3aTh, YTO UHOTMIA 3TO HOPMAJIbHO - OBITH MEJIOYHBEIM U OIYCKaThCS [0 UX YPOBHSA", -
CKa3saJlla OHa cO cMexoM. "THl He BCerga OoJIXKeH TepreTh ux, Kuxo. {1 3Hato, 4TO TH OKaXellbCs B
HEBBITOOHOM II0JI0XKEHUH, eCJIu OyIellb COMPOTUBIISATHCS, TOTOMY YTO, KAK TOJIBKO THI 3TO CIeJIaelllb,
THI TOJIBKO "HOKazKeIlb" UM, UYTO OHU JeMCTBUTENIBHO MOJIKHE Te0s 00saThcs. Ho 3Haemsb uyTo? 4 He
TAKOU TePIIe/INBLIM YEJIOBEK, KaK Thl. ECIIM KTO-TO OCMENUTCS MEePECTYIIUTh YEPTY, I II0KaXKy eMy,
KTO 37IeCh X03sHuH."

JIunio Kuxo 3aropesnocs, ero xenToBaThle I'jla3a CTajly 30JI0TEIMU 1101 COJIHEYHHIM CBeTOM. Ka3asocs,
OH ITOYYBCTBOBaJI 00JIerdyeHre, ¥ 3TO 03HAYAJIO, UTO ee MOMbITKA TOAO0OPUTH €T0 YBeHUYaNIach
ycrnexoM. boxe, 3TOT MyKunHa ObI TakK KpacuB. "[IJ1 TaKOM KPOIIKY TH IIPOCTO ITyTaelb. "

4 He "KpomeuHaqa", - clerka Ioxasosajiach TUy, JIeroHbKO yaapus Kuxo mo pyke. Trl IpocTo
CIUIIKOM OO0JIBIION, KanuTaH."

[M st uMeto B BUAY BO BCEX CMBICIIaX 3TOT'0 CJIOBA. ]

OHa 3aMeTua, YTO, II0Ka OHU C KallUTaHOM IOAApa3HUBaIK APYT OPYra, JIIOAU BOKPYT Opocanu Ha
HUX ITOO3PUTEIbHEIE B3rIsIb. Tenepb oHa Obllla €IMHCTBEHHOM, KTO IIPUBJIEK UX BHUMaHUE. ITH
0e3bIMsIHHBIE HE3HAKOMIIEI CMOTPEIIM Ha Hee TakK, CJIOBHO CIIPAIlKBaJIK, HEe COIIJIA JIX OHA C yMa.

Ux "3puTtenu" SBHO He MOTJIA IIOBEPUTH, YTO OHA IIPOCTO (UTPUBO) yAapuia "MOHCTpa" 10 pykKe.
HexoToprle 13 HUX, BEPOATHO, 0OKHUaNIN, 4TO KuX0 BHE3amHO 3a0yLIUT ee UK YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE.
Ho, KOHe4HO, 3TOr0 HUKOTia HE CIIy4YUTCH.

[Mo#t KanmMTaH MOXKET IMOKa3aThCs BaM CTPAIIHBEIM "MOHCTPOM", HO [JIST MEHST OH - HEXKHBIM MOHCTP.]
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