[Tocne Toro, kak Tunnu moka3asnachk Ha OaHKeTe, OHa TaKOM BeIOpanach u3 0anbHOTO 3aja
“3aTMeHUs” - KOPOJIEBCKOTO IBOPIIA, TIe TPOXOAUIN 6AaHKETH KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbH, OHA MTOKUHYIIa
€r0 CO CBOMM “DEKBU3UTOM”, KOTOPHIM OHA IIPUTOTOBHUJIA.

OHa He x0TeJla TepITh MHOTO BpeMeHH B 6abHOM 3ale, IOTOMY 4TO 3Hana, 4To Kuxo TaMm He OyfmerT.
B koH11e KOH1IOB, Prirtapu YepHoro 3Mest IefCTBYIOT B TEMHOTE. DTO 3HAYUT, UTO SCKaAPUIIbSI
OXpaHseT CHapyXu OBOPIa, YTOOH HU OOUH yOuiilla He CMOT BIOMUTHCS TYHa.

OxpaHa gBOpIla ¥ TOCTel BHYTpHU Obljia MoOpyYeHa “BUOMMOM” KOPOJIEBCKOM I'BapauH.

[Ecnu Most morapgka BepHa, TO Kuxo moimkeH OBITH TaM. ]

[Tox aTMM OHa MMeJla B BUy CKPBHITHIM IIaBUJIHOH ITOCPENH TabUpUHTa.

B mpormioi xXu3Hu oHa cbexkasia U3 IBOPIlA B HOYB, KOTMa MOIKHA Obl/la BIIEPBEIE BCTPETUTHCS C
Kuxo. OHa crnpsiTanach B THTAHTCKOM JIAOUPUHTE U B UTOTe 3a0nynuinack. OT4assHHO MBITAsICh HANTH
BBIXOJI, OHa 0OHapyKuia CIpsITaHHBIN TaBUILOH. TaM OHa IJlaKajia ¥ TOproBanach caMa ¢ coboi. OHa
fasa KJISTBY, UTO BHIMAET 3aMyX 3a Kuxo, eciiu OH HaufieT ee.

U on Hamern.

[Tocrne TOTO0, KaK OHU IOKEHUIUCH, OHA CIIPOCHJIa ¥ CBOET0 MyzKa, KaK OH HallIEll e€ ToM Houblo. OH
CKa3saJl, YTO Ha caMoM [iesie He ucKan e€. OueBUIHO, TaBUIIbOH OBINT €T0 TIOOMMEIM MECTOM YKPHITHS.
[To ero cnoBaM, OH XOOUJI TyHa KaXAbl pa3, KOTga UMIIepaTop 3aCTaBJIsijl eT0 I0Ka3bIBaThCs Ha
OaHkere.

[AX, camkue BOCIIOMHUHAHUA]

OHa ympeIOHYTach, Korpa mobpanachk O0 MOTaWHOIO MTaBUIbOHA. B cBOel mepBoM XKU3HU OHA HYaCTO
Xonuia Tyna, 4ToOnl 3aTamuTh Kuxo oOpaTHo Ha OAHKET, IIOTOMY YTO He X0Tesla ObITh eIUHCTBEHHOU
3aMyKHel XeHIUHOoU 6e3 cynpyra. Tak oHa ¥ M03HAKOMUIACh C TaOMPUHTOM.

“Jlegu, Tyfa IPOXO[ 3ampelneH.”

Osna B3[OpOrHyJa, KOTfa yClblllaaa 3HaKOMBIN XPUILIBIA ronoc Kuxo no3anu Hee. boxe, oHa gaxe He
3aMeTHIia ero NpPUCYTCTBUS, ITI0Ka OH He 3arOBOPUII.

[OH melicTBUTENBHO KanuTaH Priapeit YepHoro 3mes]

OHa cphenana riny6oKuit BOOX, Ipexkae 4eM MOBEPHYThHCS MUIIOM K Kuxo.



B3pmox, KOTOpBIfI OHA TOJIBKO YTO CHeJiajia, OblJI MTHOBEHHO COpPBaAH.

Kuxo BrITIsIIEN aOCOMIOTHO BEIMKOJIETTHO B CBOEW 0GuUIIMaNIbHON BOEHHOU ¢hopMe. YepHas KypTKa C
OapxaTHHIM BOPOTHHKOM U MaHXKeTaMH XOPOIII0 eMy Iogxofauiia. K ToMy Xke, ero 30710Toi
OJHOTIIIEYNY TITalll coesa obumi Hapsg SKCTpa-IInKapHbIM!

[OH Takol KpaCUBHIH. ]

[Ton nyHHBIM CBETOM SHTapHBIE I'1a3a Kuxo CBETUINCE U NIpeBpallajiucCh B Iapy KPaCUBBIX 30JI0THIX
mapukoB. “JamMa ¢ KpabOBEIM MOJIOTKOM”.

[3TO 3ByUYHUT Kak Xopolee Ha3BaHue AJg (HaHTaCTUUECKON-POMaHTAUYECKON KHUTH. |

Tunnu He MOTla HE XUXUKHYThH Hafl MUJIBIM ITPO3BHUIIIEM, KOTOPOE OH TOJIBKO YTO fas ei. “Io6psIi
Beyep, KanuraH.”

“Brl 611aropoiHBIX KPOBEH?”

OHa mpocTo yNbIOHYTack B OTBET, OHA HE MOTI'JIa éMy COJraTh. [IpuriameHHbe TOCTH Ha
CETONHANMIHUY OaHKET COCTOSIT U3 BBICIINX ABOPSH. “TIpolly mpoIeHus 3a BTOPKeHue”, - BeXKJIUBO
CKasaJla OHa, YTOOBl CMEHUTD TeMy. “f He 3Hasa, YTO BXO[ B TaOMPUHT 3amperies”.

OH BHITTIATEN TaK, 6YITO XOTeJl YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO 3aTeM ero B3TJIsM IepeMeCTUICS Ha KOP3UHY,
KOTOPYIO OHa HOCHJIa C COOOI.

[Crmacubo, U3abemnne]

Ona 3acTaBuia M3abenny xKoaTh OKOJI0O CEKPETHOTO IIPOX0Ma, KOTOPHIY OHa 0OHapyKuila He Tak
naBHO. Korma oHa TalikoM BbIOpajiach U3 IBOPIla, OHa BCTPETHUIACh CO CBOEH CITyKaHKOM, YTOOR
3abpaTh y Hee KOp3uHY, Ipexye 4yeM 1mobexaTs B TaOUPHUHT.

“Ecnu BB He BO3paxaeTe, TO s CIIPOLLY, 3TO KOP3UHKa C efou?” Kuxo CIpocur, npexue yem
IIOCMOTPETH e¥ B JIUI0. “BBI B3s/IM ey U3 OBOpILIa, YTOOHI ITOECTh 30eCh?”

[OH BCE emé rpy0, BIpoYeM Kak Bcerfa. ]

“II>KeHTIIbEMEHY ClIeqyeT IIPUTBOPATHCS HEBEKECTBEHHEIM B TaKe MOMEHTH], IIOHUMaeTe?” -
Ipa3Husa oHa ero. “Ho oTBeTOM Ha Balll Bommpoc OyfeT, fa. S mpuHeciia HEMHOTO efibl C 0aHKeTa,
YTOORI II0ECTh 3IeCh.”

Hy, 3T0 Gblsa JI0XKE.



Ena Owinia He ¢ 6aHKeTa. OHa nomnpocuna med-noBapa [Joma [IpeckoTTa IPUTOTOBUTE AJIS Hee
pa3HooOpa3Hble MOPeNnponyKTH. K cuacThio, Ha 6aHKeTe TakXKe OBIIIM OMaphl.

“Mory s y3HaTh nnouemy?”

“MHe HeymoOHO eCTh MOPEIPOAYKTH B IPUCYTCTBUU OPYTUX OBOPSH”, - CKa3ajia OHa eMy. “Bel
MOXKETe He MOHATh 9TOT0, IOTOMY YTO BbI My2KUMHa. [laM Halllero BeKa ¢ JeTCTBa YYU/IU, 4TO efa Ha
OaHKeTe BpedHa [JIs UX JUeTH.”

Tereps OHa He Jrana.

OHa Bce eIlle OTYETNINBO IOMHUIIA 9THUKET, KOTOPOMY €€ Y4YHJIM B TAKOM PaHHEM BO3pacCTe. ITo cnoBaM
ee quTeHeﬁ B IIPOIIJIOM, MY2KYHH H€ IIPHUBJIEKAIOT KE€HIITXNHBI, KOTOPBIE MHOTO €I4T, 0COOEHHO B
IIPUCYTCTBUU OPYTUX OBOPSH.

[XpeHOBO B 3TOM BeKe XKEHIIIMH BOCIUTHIBAIOT, YTOOH YyrOoOuTh MyK4uHaM. Hy, 3To Bce ele
OTHOCHTCSI K COBpeMeHHOMY Mupy. [IpocTo B ©MIlepuu eCcTh 00Jiee KeCTKUEe CTaHAAPThl, KOTOPEIM
OOJIXKHEI CIe0BaTh JaMHI. |

“$1 He GaropofeH, HO S MOHMMaIo Bac”, - cka3aj Kuxo B HECKOILKO HEIXKHOM TOHe. “f cuesaro Buf,
YTO He BHMOEJ Bac 37ech. f Oyny oxpaHATh TEPPUTOPHUIO, TTIOKa BH OyeTe HacllakOaThCs €0,
muenu”.

“Ilopoxpute”, - cka3asia oHa. “Iloxanyi, s IPoCcTo yuny”

“Tlouemy?”

“4 "e X009y OBITH BOBJIEYUEHHBLIM B KaKHe-Tu00 CIJIETHH CBSI3aHHEIE C BAMH.”

“Cunetau?”

“d cneimnana ux Ha 6aHKeTe”, - CKDOMHO CKa3asa oHa. Ho, KOHeYHO, 9T0 Obla JIUIb YaCTh €€ UTPHL.
“OueBUIHO, UTO KanuTaH Priapeit YepHoro 3mest 6ygeT moMosiBiieH ¢ modepbio [loma [IpeckorTa.”

“Brl 3HaeTe, KTO g1?”

“¢ BuXKYy BaI rep6”, - CKa3asa OHa, TIIAs Ha ero Opoirs B popMe 3Men. ToIbKO KamuTaHy Prillapeit
Yepuoro 3Mest OBIIO TO3BOJIEHO HOCUTH €. ITO OBIIO U3BECTHO BCceM mBopsiHaM. “Ha GankeTe s
yCIbIlllaiia OT faM, 4To KanutaH Pritapeit YepHoro 3Mest OygeT MOMOJIBIIEH C AOYEPhIo repliora
[TpeckoTrTa”. OHA MOCMOTpENIa eMy B I'Ta3a U CKa3asa : “KamuTas, moxanyucTa, 3a0yobTe 0 MoeM
npennoxeHuu. 9 3abupaio ero oOpaTHO”



JIunio Kuxo crano 6osee xmypsiM. O6bIYHO OH ObLT 6€CYYBCTBEHHEIM, HO CEMYAC OH XMYPHIICS U faxkKe
He TBITAJICS 3TOTO CKPHITL. “Musnenu, MOry s y3HaTh Ballle uMs?”

“BBI TONIBKO YTO OaANTd MHE ero”, - OTBeTUsa Tumu ¢ yneiokoi. “f maio BaM pa3pelleHre Ha3blBaTh
MeHS "fefu ¢ KpabOBBEIM MOJIOTKOM", KamnuTaH.”

)%k

{Kuxo, Kanutan Prittapeit YepHoro 3mes }

“Kuxo0, THI TOTOB BCTPETUTHLCS CO CBOEH HEBECTOM?” CIIPOCU UMIIEPATOp C UTPUBOM YIIBEIOKOM, ITOKa
OH TIWJI Yal cupas Ha Kpecye. CepeOpuCThie BOIOCH, KpacHBIEe r1a3a, 671eHast, Kak JyHa, KoXKa - BOT
TpU GU3MUEeCKUX aTprudyTa, KOTOPHIMU 00/Iafajy YjaeHbl KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH. AX, OH TaKxXKe HOJIKeH
no0aBUTh B CIIMCOK I0HOIIECKUY BUA. YIeHH KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbH IIePeCTaBalu CTapeTh B CBOU
TPUALIATH C JIUIIHUM J1eT. “H cnblian, 94To genu [IpeckoTT - Kpacasuua.”

Kuxo He cuen HyXKHBEIM 0TBedaTh ero BenuecTBy, KOTOPHIY SBHO pa3BiIeKascs, Ofapa3HuBas ero.
OH IIPOCTO CTOSIJI TTepefl HUM, 3aJI0KUB PYKHU 3a CIIHHY.

OH OB BEI3BaH UMIIEPATOPOM B JINYHYIO0 TOCTUHYI0 KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbH. [I1s1 rocTeit Oblna
oTHebHas KOMHATa, B KOTOPOM MOXKHO OBIZIO OTHOXHYTh. Ero IyCTUIIM BHYTPh TOIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OH
OBbLI TMYHEIM PHIIapeM UMIIepaTopa.

“TBl eAUHCTBEHHBIN YEJI0BEK B MMIIEPUH, KTO OCMENIUTCS MEHS UTHOPUPOBATh”, - CKa3ajl UMIIepaTop
AKy ¢ ycMeIIKou. 3aTeM OH aKKypaTHO IIOCTaBUJI YalllKy Ha CTOJI, IpeXe YeM IIOBEPHYThCI K HEMY.
“Kuxo, MHe 110Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO TBOU MBIC/IM 3@HATHL YEM-TO APYTUM”.

“Bamie BenmuuecTBo, s CHOBa BCTPETHUII €€.”

KpacHrle rna3a uMnepaTopa CBEpKHYJIH B CMeCH JII0O0MBITCTBA X BOTHEHUS. “TeMHOBOIOCAs
JKEeHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO Thl BCTPETHUJII B TIOPTOBOM Iropofie, 61aropogHa?"

OH KUBHYII Iepef TeM, KaK CHOBa 3ar0BOPUTE. “Bale Bennuyectso”

“HeT”, mpepBas ero UMIIEPATOP CO CBOEM TOLUTHOTBOPHO-CIAagKOM yNbIOKoi. “4 He 1m03BoJio Tebe
pas3opBaTh Bally IOMOJBKY C jequ [IpeckoTT. ECu TH 3TO Chenaelnb, TH NOTYyOHUIIIL ee YeCTh Kak
gouepu repipora.”

[Ax. Ero BenuuecTBo He x04eT OpaTh Ha ceOsi OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, flaxke ecyii Obl KMEHHO OH
HACTaKWBaJI Ha TOM, YTO JIeJH C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH B UMIIEPUH ObljIa XKEHIIMHON C TPOPOYecTBa]

“¢l yBepeH, 4TO THI HE HACTOJIbKO STOMCTHUYEH, YTOOBI IIOCTYIIUTh TaK C HEBUHHOM XKeHIIHOM, Kuxo”,



- CKa3aJl UMIepaTop AKy, SBHO IIBITAsICh YKOJIOTH CBOX COBECTh. “fl 3HA10, YTO Thl HUKOT A MEHS HU O
4Y€M He IIPOCHJI, HO He CTaBb MEHS B HEJIOBKOE II0JI0KeHue”.

[Torma BaM He clle0BaJio IIPOCUTH PYKK modyepu repiiora [ITpeckorra 3a MeHsi. O yeM s Bac, KCTaTH,
HUKOTTIa He TIPOCU.]

“0O, s 3Ha0 ITOT B3IJIAL”, - UTPUBO CKa3asl UMIlepaTop. “f Mory cka3aTh, UTO ThHI BO3Jlaraellb BUHY Ha
MeHs B CBOeH rosose.”

OH OTBETHII TOJIBKO MOJTUAHUEM.

“$1 menaro aTo mns Tebs, Kuxo”, - HacTauBan ero BenmwuecTBo. “T'eprior IIpecKOTT - caMbIi
BBICOKOIIOCTAB/IEHHBIM 071arOPOAHBIN YeJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOTO ellle HeT SIBHOT'O HacjlegHUKA. B Hale
MMIIEPUHU XKEHIIMHAM He TT03BOJIEHO YHACIeI0BaTh 01arOPOOHbIM TUTYA. Tak 4To, K COXAaJIEHUIO,
Jlepu [IpecKOTT He MOXKET CTaTh HAaCIeOHUIIEN CBOEro oTia”.

[Ecmu BBEI CUMTaETe, YTO 9TO MPUCKOPOHO, TO U3MEHHUTE 3aKOH. BHI Begb HMIIEpaTOp, HE TaK JIu?]

“Oro. Tel, HaBEPHOE, PyTraelllb MeHs B CBOeH rojioBe”, - 00BUHUII €T0 HUMIIePaTop.

Hy, Kuxo He oTpuua.

“Ax THI IOOJIBIH YOITIONOK”, - cKa3an Ero BennuecTBo, MATKO MOKa4yuBas Toj0Boi. “B moboM criydae,
€CJu THl XKeHuIbCs Ha Jlegu IIpeckoTT, To yHacmenyeurs TUTYI repiora”. JaBai 6ygeM GrnaromapHsl
3a To, 4To y repuora [IpeckoTTa HeT npeny0exkaeHul IPOTUB IIPOCTONIOAUHOB. OUeHb PEIKO
BBICIINIY 0J1arOPOOHEIN YeI0BeK, BpoAe Hero, IpuHUMaeT IPOCTONI0AUHA B CBOIO ceMbio. Ho,
IoJjiararo, TepLor Ipu3HaeT TBOE MaCTePCTBO Kak KanuTaHa Prinapeir YepHoro 3mes”.

[He roBopute Tak, 6yATO S YMOJISITI Tepliora Pa3pelInTh MHe XKeHUThCSI Ha ero J0YepH, Ballle
BenmuecTso.]

“4d xouy, 4TOOHI y T€Os1 661710 GOJIBIIIE BIACTH, YTOORI ThI CMOT 3aLIUTUTH cebsi, Kuxo”, - ckasan
MMIIEPaATOP CEPbEe3HBIM I'0JI0COM. “EC/IH THI JelCTBUTENIBHO X0Yelllb TY XKEeHIIUHY, KOTOPYIO Th
BCTPETUJ B IIOPTY, TH MOXKeIb IPOCTO YOeOuTh ee OBITH TBOEU TI000BHUIIEH 1103Ke. ITO HOPMaIbHO
IIJIsT OBOPSIH UMEeTh JII000BHUKOB B JIIOOOM ciTydae”.

OH Haxmypuics. MoxeT 6bITh, 3TO TIOTOMY, YTO OH He poausics 6maroponusiM. Ho eMy He HpaBUIOChH
O0IBIIMHCTBO Belllel, KOTOPhle HPABUIKCH IBOPSTHAM, 0COOEHHO Te€M, KTO IIPUHAMJIeKal K BEICIIEMY
KJIaccy.

“Thl MOY €IWHCTBEHHBIN OPYT BO BCcel uMnepuu, Kuxo. Ml BEIpOCNIH BMECTe, TaK 4TO He OymeT
IIPeyBeIMYeHNEM CKa3aTh, UTO 51 BUXKY B TeOe cBoero miapiero 6para”, - ckasajn uMnepaTtop AKy
HECKOJIbKO HEXKHBIM, HO Te4aIbHEIM T010COoM. “{ 3acTaBiio Te0s MOTHATLCS B BHICIIEM OOIIECTBE,



maxke ecjv Thl MEHS 3a 9TO Oymellb HEHaBUOETh” .

OH 3Han, 4To ero BennuecTBo HCKpPEHHE OeCIIOKOUTCS O HEeM, a TaKXe IIOKJIAJICA B BEPHOCTH
HMIIEPATODY. Ho BIIEPBEIE B 2KM3HU OH TaK CHUJIBHO XOTEJI YET0-TO OJIA Ce6ﬁ, YTO OH ORI TOTOB
PUCKHYTE KHU3HEIO, YTOOHI TIOJIYYHUTE 3TO.

Y100BI OBITH C TaMO¥ C KPabOBLIM MOJIOTKOM.

“Yro Tebe HPABUTCS B JIeAU KOTOPYIO T BCTPETHII B TOPTY?” CIIPOCUIT UMIIEPATOP, TFOOOMBITCTBO
OBbLIIO BUHO B €T0 rla3ax. “BrepBrie BUXKY, UTO TH HHTEPECYEIUbCS APYTUM 4eJI0BEKOM.”

“Eé rmaza”, - orBeTun Kuxo. “OHa 3HaeT, KTO g, OHa He CMOTPUT Ha MEHS CO CTPAaXxOM MU
OTBpallleHueM. MHe HpaBaTCs, ee SCHBIE T1asa”.

[U To, KaK OHa XOPOIIIO €CT, ¥ KaK OHa JIIOOUT MOPEIMPOIYKTHI, ¥ TO, YTO V¥ HACc 000uX €CTh KpabOoBLIH
MOJIOTOK, ¥ TaK¥e YTO OHa IMpeKpacHa.]

[Toxoxe, OHa HpaBHUJIaCh EMY 0oJIbllle, 4YEM OH oyMall.

[3T0 TO, YTO OHM HA3BIBAIOT JTIOOOBBIO C IIEPBOTO B3TJIsAAA?]

“Oro”, - He0XKHUOaHHO CKa3asl uMnepaTtop Aky. “Kuxo, BIiepBble 3a JOJIr0e BpeMs 5 CHBILY, KaK TH
TaK MHOT'O T'OBOPHIITh. DTO OBUIM CaMble MJIMHHBIE CJI0BA, KOTOPBIE THI CKa3asl B 9TOM rofmy. OOBIYHO THI
TOBOPMIIB OT IISITH [I0 AECSATH CJI0B, KOTAa s ¢ ToOOM pa3roBapuBalo.” Korga oH HUKaK He
OoTpearuposall, ero BenuuecTBo B3OOXHYII OT pa3oyapoBanus. “UTo ke MHe fenaTh? Teneps, Korga s
yBU[IEJN, HaCKOJIBKO THl CEPbE3HO OTHOCUILILCS K 3TOM JIeid , MOE cepflle KonebneTcs.”

“3to He OymeT mpobaeMo, eciii rocroxa [IpeckoTT camMa pa3opBeT MOMOJIBKY”, - cKa3an Kuxo
TBepObIM rojocom. “IIpaBga, Bamme BennuecTtso?”
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