"9t0 TBI, Ocupuc?!" KcepoH He MOT He BOCKJIMKHYTH B IIOKe, Koraa yBupaen Pos.

Ou He oxwupain, yto Poit mosiBuTcs 3meck. Ha camoMm gene, KcepoH yKe BEIOOPOYHO 3a0BII 0
CyIIecTBOBaHKHU Posi ¢ TeX MOpP, KaK OTIIPABUII €T0 YHUUTOXKUTb TEMHHEIX 371b(oB. KpoMe TorO, moce
3TOT'0 MPOU3OIIJI0O MHOTO COOBITHH, TaK YTO OH 3a0bLsI, YTO IIOJ €70 Ha4aJOM €CTh 3TOT

BBICOKOPAHT OBBIY IEMOH.

XoTs paHbIle eMy ObIJI0O HENPUSITHO BUAeTh Posi, oH ObUT paf, uTo Poil mosiBUIICS 3[eCh U IIPerpaau
nyTs Paanary.

OH BBIIOXHYJI ¥ TPOMKO CKa3asl: "Trl npuiten B HykHOe BpeMsi, Ocupuc! CxBaTu ero, CxBaTu 3T0ro
TeMHOTO 3nbda! Ecnu Th mofiMaents ero, TH IPUHECENTh O0IbIYI0 MOJIb3Y, U S OyOy PEKOMEHI0BaTh
Tebs nepep rocynapeM Kxa-bBemetom!".

YcnrimaB 3to, Poit mocMoTpen Ha KcepoHa co citaboit yneiOkoi. "Baiire mpeBocxoguTenbCTBO KcepoH,
YTO CIIy4unIoCh? Bl He 6OUTECH, UTO 5 IPUMY ITOXBay?"

Kcepos cepbe3no oTBeTun: "OCHUpHUC, 5T 3HAO, YTO THl aMOUITMO3€H, U S TaKXKe IMIPHU3HAI0, YTO 9TO
menaeT MeHs HecyacTHRIM. Ho Ha 3TOT pas, ecyu s IoMMalo 3TOro mapHs, s oberra gaTh Tebe
COOTBETCTBYIOLIUY CTATyC U BNacTh. fd Oyay menath To, 4To roBopio!" "Xopomo!" Poit kuBHy. OH
pacIpaBuil KpPblIbs U MOJIETEN B CTOPOHY Paenara.

Paemar crosn rnepen guneMmMoii. OH He oXkupal, 4To JleMoH OCI/IpI/IC, C KOTOPEIM OH CpPaXKaJiCAd
PaHEbIIe, IIEPEXBATUT €TI0 30ECh, KaK 6YJITO IIpeacka3all, 94TO OH cOexkuT crofa. HG‘YJII/IBI/ITG‘J'[BHO, qTo
OCI/IpI/IC " eTr0 apMusd He IMOABUIINCE Ha II0Jie 60s1, Korma dpMus COI03ad aTaKOBalla Yp-XeKaJ'I...

Yro MHe menaTh? Briepenu apMusi meMOHOB, a mo3anu - Kcepos. Kak st Mory cOexkaTb? HEPBHO OyMall
Paenar, Ha6mogas 3a MeqjieHHEIM npubnuxenueM Pos. Ho HeoxupanHo, Korga Poit OB IpUMepHO
B [IECSATH MeTpax OT Paeara, OH BAPYT OCTAHOBUIICS U CKa3an eMy: "CHadarna monoxu M3abens. A
YBEPEH, UTO TH He X04elllb, YTOOH OHA IOoCTpajiana, BepHo?". Vcinbimas cioBa Posi, Kcepon 6vICcTpO
otBeTum: "Ma, monoxu M3abenb. Mel MOoKeM gaTh Tebe IIaHC Ha YeCTHHIN 00i!".

"XM@, KTO mOBepuT cioBaM mgeMoHa?" Paesnar He Obi1 raym. OH 3HAJ, YTO eCIu OH OyHeT cpaXkKaThCs C
Vi3abenb, meMoHaM MpUAeTCs OBITh OCTOPOKHBIMY, YTOOHR He HaBPEOUTD €, U 9TO MOXKeT faTh MY
maHc cbexkaTh. Ho ecnu OH IeHCTBUTENbHO OTIIYCTUT Mi3abens, oHu oTHUMYT W3abens, 1 0H, CKOpee
BCET0, YMpPET 3[€eCh.

[ToaToMy OH PeIIUTENbHO OTBEPT Ipeaioxenue Posi. XoTs 9T0 pelieHne ObII0 0UEHD
HeCIIpaBeJIUBLEIM 110 OTHOIIEHHUIO K Vi3abens, Paenar yxke pemm, 4To ecnu y Hux ¢ M3abensb He
OymeT 1IaHCOB, OH YOLET ee Iepes CaMOyOUNCTBOM. ..

OH HUKOTIa He MOIYyCTUT, YTOOH M3abenb momnaia B pyK:d IEMOHOB ¥ OblJIa CHOBAa OCKBEPHEHA...

I'maps Ha pelunTenbHOE BhIpaxkeHue nuila Paenara, KcepoH mouyBCcTBOBall HePBO3HOCTE. Kxa-beser
IpuKas3aJl eMy BepHYTb M3abenb, HO, CyOs 10 HHIHEITHeMY BUAY Paenara, OH, BEPOSITHO, ObII TOTOB
IIOMTH Ha BCe.

[ToaToMy OH IPOAOJIXKaJI MHOTO3HAYUTEILHO CMOTPETh Ha Posi, KOTOPEIY CTOST [T03anu Paenara.

Poit mocmoTtpen MuMo Paenara Ha KcepoHa, HO TOT GBICTPO OTBEJI B3TJISIA ¥ TOCMOTPEN Ha Paesara,
CJIOBHO ITOJTY4uUJI COOOIIEHHE.

"He Oynb Tak yBepeH B aToM!" cka3an Poit Paunary. "Tsl paHuI MeHS B IIPOLUTHIH pa3 U 3aCTaBUII



MeHSsI BOCCTaHABIMBATLCS HECKOJIBKO JHEeH. BO3MOXKHO, B 3TOT pa3 Thl CMOXKEIIh MT0OeIUTh MEHS ONUH
Ha OOWH U CHOBa cOexXaTh".

Bo Bpems pasroBopa Poit B3MaxHys PYKOH, U PSIOM C HUM MOSIBUIACh rpymmna JleMoHudeckux a3 ¢
MaJIEHbKUMU KPBUTbSIMU U 3aKPYXKUJIach BOKPYT HETO.

Poii ckazan: "CMoTpuTe, 5 faxe MoKa3asl 3TUX HEBUOUMBIX MaJIeHbKUX pebsaT. [JoCTaTOYHO 1 3TO
UCKpeHHe?"

Kcepon nocmoTtpern Ha [leMornueckux I'na3 psgom ¢ PoeMm u mo4yBCTBOBaI 3aMeltaTebCcTBo. OH He
3HaJl, KaKoe IIpUMeHeHre uMell BbI30B Posi, HO Korga Paenar yBumen 3Tu feMOHUYECKUe Ila3a, ero
pa3yM BHe3aIllHO B30pBaJsics!

Pa3Be 3T0... pa3Be 3TO He TO CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE BEJI0 MeHs, Korfia 5 mpobpasics B TalHyI0 KOMHATY?!
MoxeT OHITb...

B ero romose BHE3AIIHO BCITBIXHYJI CBET, X OH MHOT'O€ ITIOHAJI. Ho o Bce ere KoneOasics, He 3Hasd,
CTOHUT JIKM BEPUTH 3TOMY OEMOHY, CTOAILIEMY IIeped HUM.

"¢ mymato, THI HOJIXKEH TOHSTh, YTO Thl HE CMOKEIL cOeXKaTh U3 3TOr0 OKPYyKeHusd!" mpomoxkar
Poii. "Ecnu Most apMus moipeT Buepeq, y Te0st He OymeT HU eQUHOTO IaHca. Ho eciiy T YIO0XKUIIb
ee, T0, BO3MOXHO, CMOKeIllb HalTH BO3MOXKHOCTh cOexKaTh BO BpeMst OMTBHI CO MHOM, a 3aTeM
IIeperpynnupoBaThCS U BEPHYTHCS, YTOORI CIIAaCTH ee, BepHO?"

"Bepno!" KcepoH kuBHYN c3anu. "Tlogymal 06 3TOM XOpOIIeHbKO, Arpasns!"

Kasasnochk, 4TO yroBOphEl HAaKOHEI-To cpaboTanu. KCepoH ¢ pagoCThio YBUMAEN, Kak Pasjar HeceT
HW3abenb 1 CIe3aeT C efuHOpPOra.

"Xopoto. B TakoM ciy4ae, Kak TH X04elllb, s1 BeIOupato 6oit!" Paenar mocMoTpesn cHavasa Ha Pos,
II0TOM IOBEPHYJICA U mocMoTpen Ha KcepoHa mo3aau Hero. OH TOp2KeCTBEHHO CKa3asl: "Tvl Befb He
OTKaXKeIbCs OT CBOEr0 CII0Ba O YECTHOM IIOeOUHKeE, BepHO?!"

"Koneuno, HeT!" orBeTun KcepoHn, npexpae ueM Poit ycren oTBeTuTh. "Thl MOXKeIb BEIOPATH B
KayecTBe NMpOoTUBHKKA 100 Ocupuca, nubo MeHs. [ToKa Th MOXKeIlb y6exkaTh, MBI TOUHO He OyaeM
Tebs1 pecyenoBaTh!"

"Xoporo, g BeOepy... Te6s! [lemon Ocupuc!" I'maza Paenara BCIBIXHYIHM, KOTMIa OH yKa3asl Ha Pos.

Ha nuue Pos nosiBuiack 3noBelas yxMbeuika. OH cxXaJl KyjlaK ¥ XPYCTHYJI KOCTSIIKaMU asbles. "
He MOTY X[aTh. fI X0uy OTOMCTUTH Tebe 3a TO, UTO Thl paHUJI MEHS B IIPOLIILIA pa3!"

Pasmnar o6usn M3abensb u cuenan HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB Biepen. OH IO0IIeN K HEBEHICOKOMY IEPERY,
ITOJIOKUJI €€ Ha 3eMJTIO M moIren odpaTHo. "JlagHo, maBall cpa3uMcs rnogasbiie!”

"Bes npobnem!" Poit KUBHYII.

OpHako, KakK TOJIBKO Paermar cobpasics choenmaTs Imar Blepe, CTojI0 IIaMeHy BHe3aIMHO MOTHSJICT U3
TOTO MECTa, IMie Haxonuycs KCepoH, ¥ OH BHE3aITHO UCYe3 B 3TOM OTHEHHOM cToJI0e!

[TouTH B TO 2Ke BpeMsi, TaKOW ke CTOJIO IIJTaMeHH IOSBUIICS TaM, rae Onita M3abess!

B To ke Bpems, dpurypa Post mpeBpaTUIach BO BCIIBIIIKY MOJTHUY 1 UCYe3Jia mepeq Pasmarom.



"Vomronku!!!" I'ma3za Paenara Owvimu KpacHbBIMU. OH 3Hal, 4To ero oomanynu! OH ycTaBUJICA Ha [Be
burypsl, nosBUBILKECS PsgoM ¢ Mizabens MOYTH OGHOBPEMEHHO.

KcepoHn ucnons3oBan CmoCOOHOCTh TelemopTaluy IjlaMeHu, 4ToOH 3acTaTh Paenara Bpacmiox. Kak
TOJIBKO OH ITOSIBUJICS, OH HETEPIEIUBO MPOTSIHYJ PYKH, YTOOBI CXBaTUTh JIeXKaIlyio 6e3 CO3HaHUS
Mzabenb. B To ke BpeMsi, Poit mosiBuicst HeMHOT0 1mo3aau KcepoHa, ¥ KOorjia OH MOSIBUIICS, TO
IIPOTSIHY PYKY K M3abenb.

[To muenuto KcepoHa, Poit xoTesn mob6opoThCsl ¢ HUM 3a TO, YTO OH rouMan M3abens, Ho KcepoH 3Hail,
YTO OH OBICTPEE, TI03TOMY eMy OBIJIO BCe PaBHO, ¥ OH XOTEJI TOJIbKO CXBAaTUTh €€ B CBOM PYKH.

Yro kacaetcs mxu Pasnara, To Kcepony 051710 aGCOMIOTHO BCe paBHO. YTO KacaeTcst JEMOHOB, TO
II0OKa OHU He 3aKJIIOUMIN AOTOBOP, OHU MOTJIM OTKa3aThCsA OT CBOMX CJIOB. Paenar MOT BUHUTH TOJIBKO
ce0s 3a raymocTh. B KoHIlE KOHIIOB, KcepoH ycren nepBuiM u nogHsan M3abens. I1o cpaBHEHHIO €
BLICOKUM TesioM KcepoHa, M3abenb, pocT KOTOPou OBl UyTh Oonbiile 1,6 MeTpa, BHITTISIAENIa OYEHD
MaJIeHbKOM, TaK KaK OH [IepKaJjl ee OOHOU PYKOU.

Bupsi, uTo M3a6emh HaKOHEII-TO ITomasa B ero pyku, KcepoH GBI MOJIOH TOPIOCTH U CAMOIOBOJIECTRA.

Ero cMmex mpepBascst Ha MOJIYTH, IIOTOMY YTO OH BAPYT 0OHAPYXKUJI, YTO U3 €T0 TPYOH BEIPBAICS
[IeMOHUYECKUY KOTOThb, OKPAIeHHBIN TyPIYyPHOU KPOBBIO. M 3TOT KOTOTh ITOKa3asCs eMy
3HAKOMBIM...

KcepoHn OblnT oIIe7I0MJTEeH, a 3aTeM Ipuilia octpas 6oib. Ha Hero momso Hamanu! OH He cMOT
ymepXkaTbCsl OT KpUKa, Korfa M3abens BhIlania U3 ero pyk.

Ho mpyrast OosbItast pyka moiMarsa ee Ha IOJITyTH.

"Ocupuc?! T xo4els yOUTh MeHsI, 4TOOH 3amony4uuth M3abens?!" Kcepor 06epHYICS ¥ ITOCMOTPEN
Ha Posi, KOTOpBIN TOJIBKO YTO BHIPBAJ PYKY U3 ero rpyau. OH OB B HEIOBEPUHU.

C mpyro# cTopoHsl, Paenar Ha6i0masm BeCh MpoLecc momIoro HamageHus Post Ha Kcepora. O 6bin
OIIIEeJIOMJIEH.

Poit mepxan M3abesnb B MpaBoii pyKe U CTPSXUBAJI KPOBh leMOHa KcepoHa co cBoel neBoi pyku. OH
HacMmexascs: "Kcepos, KcepoH, s He 0Kugas, YTO THl OCTaHEIIbCS TaKUM TJIyIIBIM IIOCJIe Halllel
nocyienHel BcTpeun. Heyxenu Moe uMs Tebe HUYEro He HalmoMUHaeT?!"

"Tel... Ocupuc... Tol..." KcepoH 3aKkprIBas OOJBINYIO OBIPY B CBOEM IPyAH, U3 KOTOPOU XJIBIHYJIA KPOBb.
CrnoBa Pos HanmoMHUIU eMy IPeXKHEro MajIeHbKOI0 IEMOHA, U OH 3apriyal: "HeBo3aMoxkHO! TH He
MOXKeITb OBITh TEM HU3KOPAHTOBHIM fieMoHOM OcupucoM. Trl He MoXKelllb 060MaHyTh MeHs! Hu onun
IEMOH He MOXET PacTHd TakK OLICTPO. [Tpo1iio Bcero yeTripe roga. HeBo3M0OKHO, YTOOH U3 IEMOHA
HU3KOI'0 paHra Thl CTaJl TAKUM CUIBHBEIM!"

"Bepulllb UK HET, HO g TOT CaMblil MaJIeHbKUY JEeMOH U3 TeX BpeMeH!" Poil IPOTAHYI PYyKy U
nepenan M3abens [[xKynuu, KoTopas 6pocuack eMy Ha oMok, OH mompocun ee yBectu Mizabenb
OTCIO[la Ha BpeMs, a 3aTeM CIIOKOMHO CKa3a: "KCcepoH, TO, 4TO He MOXKEIIb CHesaTh Th, He
O3HaydaeT, YTO He MOTYT CHeJlaTh APyrue NeMoHbL. Thl mopaboTul MeHs OgHaxXIH, a 1 00MaHy Te6s
ogHax[bl. JTO KBUTH. Ho KTO 3acTaBui Tebs crpamuBaTh 000 MHe 10 Bcelt be3gue? [T0CKONBKY TH
OTHOCHIIILCA KO MHE KakK K Bpary 4 X04elllb pa3faBUTh MEHS [0 CMEPTH, 1 MOT'Y TOJIBKO JelCTBOBaTh
nepBHIM U yOUTH Te0s1! Hade 13-3a mapHs, KOTOPHIM IIOCTOSHHO AyMaeT 000 MHe, 51 He CMOTy
crars..."
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