- MBI X€eHaTHl, TaK 4YTO, CIIaTh BMECTE - aOCOTIOTHO HOPMAaJIbHO. Bac He [OIKHO 9TO CMYIIATh.
- Ho...
Brnevk B3OPOrHyN U YTKHYJICSA JIUI[OM B IIOAYIIKY.

- {1 cMy1aocCs. ..

Kyna memncs rpo3Hbiid brielik U3 OpuruHaabHOM UCTOPHUU? BMECTO CBHUPEIOro mapHs nepefo MHOU
CHUOUT MUJIBIN, 0€300MOHEIN peOEHOK. ITOT MaJeHbKUN KPOJIUK [IeNCTBUTENbHO 3a 10 et
IIPEBPATUTCS B 2KECTOKOT0 MyK4UHY? B3pocneHue dyenoBeKa - IOUCTUHE YOUBUTEJIbHAS BeIllb.

- Uoute-ka croma!

4 He MOTY ero Tak OCTaBUTh. {1 B3sjla MOAYILIKY, KOTOPYIO OH fepxKal, ¥ KPeIKo cxXKaja ero pyku.
- Pa3 yK MBI XKeHaThl, IIpefJjaram Teneps CliaTh BMECTE.

- K...Kaxpawii meHn?

- Yto-TO He Tak? Bam He HpPaBUTCS 3Ta UAE?

- H...Her, HO... THI TOYHO HE IIPOTUB?

- IIpoctuTe?

- Tel He TPOTHUB, €C/IU MBI OyIeM CIlaTh BMecTe?

- Koneuno He mpoTuB. Benp s 1067110 Bac.

Brelik mUpoOKO OTKPHUT CBOU ¥ 6e3 TOr0 OTPOMHEIE I'JIa3a, ero JII[0 MTHOBEHHO ITIOKPAaCHeo. S CHoBa
cXKaJla ero pyKu.

- A Tak? YyBcTByeTe IUCKOMDOPT?

B opuruHanbHOM poMaHe TOBOPUIIOCH, YTO 00JIb OT MPOKJISATHS YXOOUT, Korma [InaHa JepXKuT ero 3a
PYKH, HO...

O4eBHUOHO, MOEH CHUJIBI HETOCTATOYHO.

Temneps, Korza 5 TepeHeciach B 3TOT POMaH, g XoTeJla OBl IOMOYb BeliKy, KOTOPOMY CYKIEeHO XUTh
B MyKaX, [I0Ka OH He BCTPETUT [[1MaHy, HO [I0Ka-YTO Y MEHS HUYEro He BEIXOMUT.

4 ornycTtuna ero pyky u 6pocuna e€ nop opesno. Ho BHe3anHo bielik 00HAT MeHs C3aiu.
- He orniyckau!

- ... d10?

- TBos pyka. AHcuUS, TBOS pyKa TEIasi, Tak 4TO, He OTIIyCKal.

¢ He Bufena ero JKIla, TaK KaK OH 00HSII MEHS C3a[u, HO s CIIbIIIaia OPOXKb B €T0 rojioce. On PeIOAI.



Takou mnakca.

- {1 HUKy[la He YXOXKY.

- [IpaBma?

- [Ia, 1 IpOCTO XOTENa B3ITh MOOYIIKY...

Brnedk cHOBa IMOKpPACHEJ, a 3aTeM OBICTPO 3a0pascs 00paTHO Ha KPOBATh.
- Pa3Be BBl HE XOTUTE IIOCIATh CO MHOU?

- Xouy, HO... Tsl TOuHO yBepeHHA? CraTh C MOHCTPOM BPOJE MEHH...
- Bawe BricouecTBo! He roBopuTe Takoro. Bel He MOHCTD.

- Ho...

- 4 Beqb yKe roBopuiia 00 3TOM.

¢4 B3sima ero 3a PyKy U IIOCMOTpeETia B er0 TEMHO-KpPaCHEBIEe Tla3a.

- He mepexuBaiite. CKOpO Ballle IPOKIATHE OYAET CHSTO.

- [Ipoknsatue?

-Ila... B meHb Ballero CoBePIIEHHOIETUS MIPOKIISTHE CIIAagET. TakK YTO He BOIHYUTECH, IHU
mepecTanyT ObITh TAKUMHU yKacalomumu. M He obpalaiiTe BHUMaHUS Ha CJI0Ba OPYTUX JIIONEH, 3TO
JIUITE 6€CCMBICTIEHHAsE O0ITOBHS.

- COBepHIeHHOJ'IeTI/Ie...

Ycransblii To10C COpBasICs C ero MajleHbKUX I'y0. B mMIepaTopCcKoi ceMbe, TOUHO TakK e KakK eCTh
«Hacnepuuk Cseta», ecth U «Hacneguux IIpoknaTus».

VimmepaTop ®unumni, oCHOBaTENb UMIIEPHH, OB B POMaHTHYECKUX OTHOILIEHUSX ¢ borunei CBeTa.
BoruHs nomenuiack CBOeH CHIION C BO3MIOOIEHHBIM, U C 9TOM CHUJION OH ocHOBasn Mmmepuio. Ho, cTas
VimmepaTtopoM, ®ununn npenan Boruxio CBeTa U BIIOOUIICS B APYTYIO XKEHIUHY.

PasrueBannast borunsa Ceta npokisna NoToMKoB Oununna. JIMLo HaclegHUKa MPOKIISATUS
IIOKPHIBAETCS YEPHBIMU METKaMH, 1, KOT[la OHM 3al0JIOHSIOT BCE TeJI0, HaCllefHUK yMupaeT. Bce
IIPOKJISITEIE TIOTOMKH CKOHYAJIKCh eIré M0 TOT0, KaK OQHUIIMaIbHO CTaIM B3POCIbIMU. Tak u brieik
0Ka3aJiCsl Ha TIOPOTe CMePTHU B HOYb CBOETO COBEPIIEHHOJIETHS.

f B oTuasHWU CXKasa pyKy brnenka u IpoTsAHyNIa MU3KHEL.

- OGe11ato, BHI TOMPaBUTECh. KIISTHYCh CBOEH KHU3HBIO...

- Het! - 3akpuyan oH, pe3KO OTAEPHYB PYKHU.

-4r1o0?

- He ofemait mHe Takoro! Trl He MOXKeIlb yMepeTs! [laxke ecnu yMpy s, TH HOTXKHA KUTh!

1 BepHYyJIa ero PyKy U II0JIOXKHUIA CBOM MU3KHeIl Ha ero.



- 4l He cobupatoch ymupaTth. HUKTO U3 Hac He yMpeT. He BOTHYHUTECS.
- Aucusd...

- Ox... Hy noyemy Mol My Takou Ijlakca?

4 BEITEpTA €T0 CIE3bl HOCOBEIM IIJTATKOM.

- 4... 4 He nakca!

- Ho BEI taueTe mpsiMo ceunvac.

- {1 He nTauy!

Brie#ik cmepKuBas CIE3Ll U COIJIH, TJIOTHO C3KaB T'yOrl. TeM He MeHee, eTo MePeToHANIA SMOLUY, U
OH BHOBb pacIlakascs. fd o0HssIa ero, YyBCTBYS, KaK OH YCIIOKAUBAETCsI OT MOET0 TPUKOCHOBEHUS.

Ero cnésn IIPEKPAaTUIINCh, OCTaBUB JINIIb MOKDPEIE€ CJIEOBI Ha IIEeKaX. 3aTeM ero BeKM CTaJlu TSAXKeJeTh
" OIIYCTHUJIUCH. 4 oOHHMaa ero OO0 TeX II0pP, IOKa MBI HE 3aCHYJIX Ha OOHOMU KPOBATH.

)%k

[TpocHyBImMChL, AHCUSA 00HapyXkKuja, YTO YKyTaHa B TEIJILIe MATKUE NMPOCTHIHU. [IpoTepeB riia3a, oHa
aKKypaTHO ITOBEpHYIach Ha 00K, YTOOH MOCMOTPETH Ha Brelika.

Ero ManeHbKoe ITUYHKO CBEPKAJIO OT COJTHEYHOI'0 CBE€Ta, BO CHE OH MHUJIO COIIE]I. A nomeiTanace
OOTPOHYTHECA OO €ro IMYyXJIbIX H.[éK, HO belk cxkai Moo IIPaByIO KUCThb obenMu PYKaMH.

FOBopI/IJ'I, 4YTO eMy HEJIOBKO, HO CaM Oep2Kajl MEHA 3a PYKY OO CaMOT0 yTpa?

Ha MoeM mnulie TogBUIIaCh UCKPEHHS yIbIOKa. f moraansia ero BOJIOCH JIeBOM PyKOM, BCKOpPe ero
PECHHUIIBI 3aap0oKajy U BlefKk OTKPHI I1a3a.

- i3BuHsI0Ch. 4 pa3bymguma Bac?

- Her...

Brelik mokaydan roj0BOM U YIIBIOHYIICS

- [Touemy BHI ynribaeTech?

- { cuacTnus.

-A?

- AHcud Oblyla PSAIOM CO MHOM BCIO HOYb.

Brielik cHOBa IIOKpaCHE ¥ IOMITAJICS COPSATATH JIUIO 3a JIafoLUIKaMHu.

Bynyuu nmepeneceHHOM B poMmaH R-19, st HUKorga OBl He IofyMasa, YTO MOM MyXk OyIEeT TaKUM XKe
MUJIBIM, KaK KPOJIUK. YBU[IEB €0 YIBIOKY, S IMOKJISIach CellaTh CBOEr0 MUJIOTO MyKa CaMbIM
CYaCT/IUBBIM.

)%k



4 xortena cnactu bnelika, HO IIPOKJIATEE MHE HE 10 CUJIY. qa MOTY JIMIIb 3alUIaTh €TI0 A0 TeX II0D,
IIOKa OH He BCTPETHUT ,]:[I/IaHy

[Tockomnbky "3Bepb u Jlegu " - pomaH R-19, ucTopus HaunHaeTCSd C MOMEHTa, Kak TrIaBHbIE Tepou
CTAQHOBSITCS B3POCJIKIMY, a MTOAPOOHOCTH UX JETCTBA He PACKPHIBAIOTCS.

TeM He MeHee, aBTOp YacTO 00pallaeTcs K CUTyallusIM ¥ pa3roBopaM u3 mpouutoro. OH TakXke [aeT u
KpaTKoe ONMKCaHue U 00bSICHEHNE XapaKTepOB rePOEB.

B meTcTBe Breiik mepexXusn Tpu Benukue Tparequu. [lepBol Tparenuen ObUIO CTaTh HACIEIHUKOM
IPOKJISTUSA. BTOpoii - camoyOuiictBo Aucuu. [TocnenHed Oblyia CMEPTh €T0 OTIa, UMIIEpaTopa
Tencreona.

Korpa umnepatop TeHcTeon ymep, repuor Kaccunb, gsanga bieiika u otel] Pudyappa, cTan HOBBIM
VimmepaTopoM. ['eplior BHIIBHIPHYT Brielika u3 Kpecjia HacaeqHOT0 IPUHIA, U 0€CIIOMOIIHbIH
MaJIb4YUK IIPOBEJI HeCUaCTHOE AETCTBO B CChUIKe Ha KOKHOM OCTpOBe.

[Tpsamo certyac brelk yxke SIBASETCS HaCIeHUKOM IIPOKJISATUS. OTO CIIYYUIIOCH €IlI€ A0 TOro, KaK $
nepeHecsnack. Ho cMepTh ero oTila, uMepaTtopa TeHCcTeOHa, — 3T0 Oyayllee, KOTOPOe ellle He
HaCTYyTIUJIO.

9TO OOJKHO CITyYUThCS Yepes3 TpH rofga. Ho 4yToOw pefoTBpaTuTh cMepTh MiMepaTopa TeHCTEOHa,
s OJIZKHA CHavasia XoTs OBl pa3 YBUOETh €r0 U IOTOBOPUTH C HUM. Kak TOJIBKO IIepEMOHUS
OpakocouyeTaHus MPUHIIA 3aKOHYHUIACh, FIMIIepaTop yexaa U BepHETCS 10 MeHbIIel Mepe yepes
Mecs1I.

4 cmana ¢ bae#koM KaxXayoo HOYb. f efla B ero KOMHATe ¥ IIPOBOAMIIA C HUM KaXK[IbIH eHb, 60nTas u
yuTast KHUTK. Ho 51 3aMeTusa Koe-uTo HeoObIYHoe.

- CHoBa...
4 mocMoTpesia Ha 3aBTpPaK, CTOSIBIINY Ha CTOJE.
Kax bl meHb ofHa TOJIBKO 3ejIeHb. Kaxauii 00KuM MeHb.

3aBTpak, obef, ykuH. Bcerma ogHo 1 To 3ke. KpoMe Toro, MeHI0 ObII0 0IHOOOPa3HbIM: CYII U3
IIMTAHATA, cajaT U3 IOMUOOPOB U XKapeHwle IPUOHL. Y Cyma TOT e BKYC, UTO ¥ BUepa, II03TOMY,
IyMai, YTO OHM IIPOCTO PA30TPeIIH ero.

4 He Oblyia IPUAKMPUYNBA K efle, MOTJIa eCTh OIHO U TOXe BCIO Hefemo. [103ToMy He ObII0 HUKAKUX
kanob Ha camy eny. CMyTHUIIO OpYTOe.

9TO He MPOCTO efa OJIsi MaJeHbKUX MaIbUMKOB U NEBOYEK, a efla [ HAaCJIeIHOr0 IPUHIIA U
HACJIeMHOM MpHHIecCH. [I1s TeX, KTO 3aHUMaJ BTOpPOe MecTo mocje MMmneparopa. d He MOTy B 3TO
TIOBEPUTE.

- ... Bame BricouecTtBo
- Oa?
- Kakymw eny BEI IIpefioyuTaere?

- XMm... [Ja mo0yio.



- Ber mobute Msico unu pridy?

- Ia!

Brnelik pafoCTHO KMBHYJI ¥ IIOJIOKUII B POT IOMUIOP. brelik He BereTapuaHell. [IpoKnsiTHe HUKAK He
OTPaHUYUBAJIO ero MuTaHue. [109TOMY eCTh TOJTBKO OJHA MTPUYUHA, IT0 KOTOPOH MBI EI¥M OIHO ¥ TO
x)e.

«OHHU OTHOCSTCS K HeMY TaK H3-3ad IIPOKIIATUL.»

IIBOpeIr HacIegHOr 0 MIPUHIIA HAaXOOUJICS JaJIeKo OT OBOPIA, roe XKuUBET MMmnepaTop. BocbMuneTHero
TIPUHIIA, KUBYIIET0 BAAIKX OTO BCEX, He HaBellaeT HU caM VMiMmepaTop, HU ero pofcTBeHHUKU. K Tomy
JKe, er0 HeBeCTOU SIBIIeTCS AHCHS, HOYb IIPOCTOrO rpada.

Ancus CTapiie brnelika, HO BCero Ha OBa rofa. HaCHeJIHbeI IIPUHIT X €TI0 KEeHa MOJIOOEI 1 0eCCHUIIbHEL.
He YOUBUTEJIIBHO, YTO UX OTKPEITO UTHOPHUPYIOT, HO TdK 00JIbIIe IIPOOOJIZKATECA HE MOZXKET.
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