A moTOM, He CKa3aB HH CJIOBa, Yepes3 IATh JHEH OH HeOXHUIAHHO BOPBAJICS B €€ [IOM.

C Toro MoMeHTa, KaK OHa y3HaJjla, YTO SIBJISIETCS 3[IeCh IIPOCTO KalKUM MOOOM, U [0 CHX IIOP, OHA He
pelllazack BHUKATh B 3aMBICJIBI IJITABHOTO I'ePOs ¥ HaXO[UIaCh IIPOCTO B PACTEPSIHHOCTH.

- Bame BenmuyecTso... [ToxkanyicTa, IPOIIJIO yKe CTONBKO...

C 3auecaHHHIMU Ha3aj cepeOPsSHBIMU BOJIOCAMH ¥ 30JI0THIM MOHOKJIEM XbI03 HE MOT 6OJIbILE KOATh U
Jkano0Ho obpaTuncs K [leoHy.

Kak yxe roBopuiocs, mporuio aBa 4aca. [IBA YACA. Hesmerko OBIJIO CTOSTE CTOIBKO BPEMEHH Ha
OJIHOM MeCTe.

Bmo6aBok Ko BceMy, Xbi03 OBIIT He B TaKOM pu3ndeckou ¢hopme, Kak J[eoH U OKpyKaroIlrue ero JTonu.

Ecnu Obl 9T0 ObIM TaKue MOHCTPHI, Kak [[2KOHaTaH uiu Xaprep, OHKA OBl IPOCTOSIIN BCe 9TH [IBa
Yaca, KaK JIepeBbsi, @ MOXKET U BCe OBAAIATH YaCOB.

Ho nns Hero, KoTopelii Bce 20 JIET CBOel XKU3HU 3aHUMAJICS TOIBKO yuebol, ero TOHKUM KOCTSIM
Takoe OBITIO IBHO HE II0 CUJIaM.

-V MeHs U Tak CHJIBHO OOJIUT I'0JI0BA, HEYKeli MHe HYKHO J00aBUTE eIrle ¥ TeJeCHbIe 0071u?!

[TocnenHue maTh AHEU rojioBa Xbio3a KPyXKuUiIack naxe 6ombiie, ueM y Kaccuu.

[Touemy? Xbi03 BCe BpeMs JoCTaBas Bommpocamu J[leoHa, HO [[eoH He XOTel 00bICHATh eMy IIPUYUHEI,
T1I0 KOTOPOM OH IIPeBpaTHUJI IPUABOPHBIHA Cy[l B IOJIHEINA Oapaax.

Ionroe BpeMs TOT OOBOJILHO YCIELTHO UTPal POjib 0€CII0IE3HOT0 UMIIEPATOPCKOTO IpuHIia. Ho TyT
IIeoH HM C TOT'0 HU C CEro PeIusI MOCTaBUTh ce0s B LIEHTP BHUMAHUS, ¥ XbI03 HE MOT IIOHSTH,
TI0YeMy.

Bro6aBoK KO BCEMY, 9TH IIBITIIMBLIE B3TJISIOL, YCTPEMIIEHHBIE Ha HET'O CO CTOPOHEI BTOpoi
VimMmepaTpuilsl u repijora TaHWyMa... OH YyBCTBOBaJI ce6s1 04eHb yapydalolle.

Ho Boxe moii! TIpocHYBIIKCH YTPOM U OTHAB IIpUKa3 cCOOMPATHCS B OPOTY, Xbi03 OBICTPHIM IIIarOM
HaNpaBUJICA BCIE] 3a HUM K OTIEIbHO CTOSIeMy JOMUKY OBOPIA, B KOTOpPOM xuna Kacus.

A Temepb XbI03 MOT TOJIBKO ITOXBAIKUTD €051 3a TO, UTO [0 CUX IIOP He ymas B 00MOPOK C TIeHOH y pTa.

- Ecnu BH He IIPOTHUB, MOZKEeTe ITPUCECTD 3[JECE.



Kaccus moxsiomnana mafoKou M0 CUAEeHBI0 pdaooMm C coboi, IIOTOMY YTO HE MOT'JIa 6o7blire CMOTPETH
Ha HEIIPEeKpPaIlalIIYIOCsa OPO2KE B HOT'aX Xb103a.

Pa3Mmepsl ee 0THENIbHO CTOSINEro "mBopia" ObIIM HACTOJILKO MaJlkl, YTO [aXKe FOCTHHAs 3[ech Oblla
OuYeHb IPUYYAIuBOM. B HEeO0IbIION KOMHATE, XOTh ¥ C TEPPACOM, TOMEIIAMCh TOIBKO CTOJ U OBa
OUBaHa.

IuBaH OB OCTATOYHO YOOOEH OIS OMHOTO YejoBeKa, HO s IBOMX, IT0XKaJyH, OblT y2Ke HeygoOeH.
[TpaBpa, ecnu gBOE cemu OBl BIIOTHYIO APYT K APYTY, €ro OBl BIOJIHE XBAaTHIIO YCECTHCS.

C mpoCBeTIEBIIUM IUIIOM XbI03 ME[IJIEHHO ¥ HEYBEPEHHO ABUHYIICS B IyTh. C TEX IOP KaK OH CTall
naxom [leoHa, eMy, BHIXOOIY U3 MapkKu3aTa ['7mopuc, Oblia MpefocTaBieHa IPUBUIETUs CUIETh
BMECTE C UMIIePAaTOPCKON CEMbEN.

OH XOTeJl IOCIeNNTh 3aHATh MeCcTo. Ho 1u3-3a GopManbHOCTEH STHKETa OH MOJIKEH OB MOIYYUTh
paspellieHre CBOEro rocrnonuHa, [leoHa.

[leOH B3r/IAHYJI Ha HEr0 U CIIPOCHUIL.

- Xoyelllb IPUCECTh?

I'M, 94TO 3a 0YEBHUOHOE 3aMedaHue. Xbi03 KHWBHYII TaK 9HEPTHUYHO, CIIOBHO Y HErO ceiiyac OTBAJIUTCS
T'0JIOBaA.

Ecnu Obl 9T0 ObIIM amlapTaMeHTH [leoHa, TOT OBl TOCMesiics Hap cla0kMyU HoraMu Xbio3a U ITHYJI ero
110 TOJIEHH, HO celdac OH BOoO1Ie Bell ce0st Kak BeTMKOAYINHbIA VMmepaTopckuil [IpuHII, TaK YTO OH
MOT Pa3peruTh eMy. Bo3MOXKHO.

- Cagucs.

Kak 1 0Xuganock, [JeoH 0XOTHO COTJIACHIICS.

- Cioma.

Pagom ¢ HUM.

Xb103 yCcTaBUJICA Ha [le0Ha, CJIOBHO TOT collell ¢ yma. OH OrJIsIHyJICA HECKOJIBKO pa3, Ho Iasel [JeoHa
II0-TIPEXHEMY YKa3bIBajl Ha MECTO PSAOM C COOOM.

- BygeT HEMHOT0 TeCHOBATO, - Ipo6opMoTasa mog Hoc Kaccus.



Xotst Xp103 ¥ OBLT XYIOIIaB, OH BCe 3Ke OB TapHeM, a y [leoHa u 1ieun ObITH TOPas3fo Iupe.

[ToaToMy OHa ¥ X0Tesa NPEeNJIOKUTh MECTO PAAOM C HEU.

- ...41 OBl TpPenIoyYen MoCTOSITh.

- IIpaBma?

- Ia.

KxM, Xp103 OBl TIpenoyest, YToOb eMy CJIOMasiid HOTH.

IleoH DOBOJIBHO YJ'IBI6HYJ'IC5{, KOTrda TOT OTKa3aJICd.

- Hy, gero u TpeboBanoch goka3aTh. OH He x04eT. Criacubo 3a BHUMATENIbHOCTD, CeCcTpa.

- Mwm...- Kaccus ¢ yCHuJIMEM KHBHYIIA. U B3si71a Ha 3aMETKY: He CTOUT OOBEPATH CJIAlllaBEIM PE€YdM U
TOJIOCY IleoHa OT CJi0Ba COBCEM.

[ToToMy 4YTO 3TO BCE IIPUTBOPCTBO.

CornacHO opuruHaJIbHOMY POMaHy, YeM ciallle yIei0Ka 1 4eM 0ojiee aHTeIbCKYU OH ce0s BefleT, TeM
Oosblle eff Hy>KHO OBITH OCTOPOXKHOM.

Tam OBLI0 ellne KaXeTCd IIpuMedaHne, 4TO €CJIK KTO-TO CTaHET HEOCTOPO2XKHBIM U 066pHeTCH, TO €ro
mesa MO2KET OTBAJIMThCA.

Ho celiuac oH, KaxeTcs, HeoObI9YallHO MUJIO YIBI0AeTCs, UM OHa CHOBA OIINOIach?

CrioTHyB coHy, Kaccust 6bICTpO MOgHSIACH CO CBOET0 MecTa. [ToKa He IM030HO, OHA pelluia YTo
HY2KHO CPOYHO 1T06IarogapuTh ero.

- f 3Ha0, 4TO BBIXOXKY 3a PAMKH. B, HaBEpHOE, 6yneTe OIIeIOMJIEHHBI (MO€el HeBOCIIMTAHHOCTHIO), HO
cracu00 BaM OOJIBIIIOE YTO IIOMOTJIA MHE. I/ICerHHee cracu6o.

BrIpazkas UCKpPeHHIO0 01arogapHOCTh, €€ BOJIHUCTHIE PO30BHIE BOJIOCH yIIaX Ha CTOJI.

Mapgam Mepdu u Xpi03 ITOCIIEIIHO OTBENH T'la3a. HeBeposiTHO, YTOOH KTO-TO YBUIEI YeHa
MMIIePaTOPCKOM CeMbH, CKJIOHUBIIETO (IIepel KEM-TO) CBOIO CIIUHY.



Korma mamam Mepdu u Xb103 0TBIEKHUCh, Kaccus momoxuiia PyKyd Ha CTOJT ¥ Jaxe OMyCTHIIa
T'0JIOBY, HACKOJIBKO 3TO GBIJI0O BO3MOKHO.

Ei#i Ob1sI0 XKasib, YTO OHa HETIPOM3BOJILHO XBaTajlach 3a II€PeHIO YacTh ero pyballku Uiu
OKa3bIBaach TakK OIM3KO K €r0 JIUIY KaXOBH pa3, KOTga OHa HaKJIOHSIACh, HO.... OHA IIPOCTO
nomxHa Oblyla cKa3aTh [Ie0HY OOHY BEIb.

- [Toxanyiicta, OmONIXKUATE MHEe Ha MUHYTKY CBOU YIIH...

Ee mmuHHBIE CBETIIO-PO30BHIE BOJIOCH ClIeTKa KOCHYHUCH IneKu [TeoHa. [Is JeoHa, KOTOPHIKA 3HAT
TOJIBKO YepHoe u 6esioe, 3T0 OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha JoOaBieHre PyMSHIIA.

OT meKOTKY OH B3[OPOTHYT. A dyepe3 CeKyHIy MoirdaHusl Kaccus mpoinenrana:
- OnacauTech BTOPOro IIPUHIIA.
Ero [o 3TOTO0 Cnerka CMSATYUBIINICS B3TJISA TEMHBIX I'J1a3 Cpa3y 2Ke 3a0CTPUIICA. B3rnsapn cran

Ka3aThCs XOJIOOHBIM U TAXKEJIBIM.
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