- Ecnu KTo-HUOYOb CIPOCUT Bac, YTO IPUBETIO K 9TOMY, oTBeualTe, uTo Bbl HUYEI'O He 3HaeTe.
Iaxke ecnu Bac CTaHYT 3allyruBaTh, faxe ecnu OYAyT HaCTauBaTh, BH HE [OJIXKHEI TOBOPUTE HU
CJI0BA.

-4to?

- B mo6oMm crydae, eciu CTAaHET U3BECTHO, UTO BbI MPUYACTHH K YOUUCTBY YleHa KMIEPATOPCKOM
CeMbU, HUYETr0 XOPOILIero U3 3TOro He BHUET. Bbl He MOXeTe BIyTHIBAThCA B 9T0. Bel moHuMaeTe?
Bce 370 - meno pyk TOJIBKO UMIIEPATOPCKOX CYIIPYTH...

Kacus mnennyna Magam Mepou mo pyke. OHa 607blIe He MOTJIa CIIOKOMHO CUIETh U CIIyLIaTh.

- [Touemy? [ToueMy TH TOBOPHUIIb Tak, OyATO yKe Opocuia MaMy?

- Bamre BrICcOUYECTBO.

-9T0 KpOHIIPUHI] IIEPBHIM Hayal fefiaTh 6e3HpaBCTBeHHbIEe Belu! OH chernan 4To-To He TO CO MHOM!
JInbo 3axoH, MO0 IPUT0OBOP, Pa3Be OHU He NOJIKHHEL XOTSA OBl TogyMaTh 00 3TOM?

- UmnepcKu# 3aKO0H I'JIaCUT, YTO 3a KU3Hb YjleHa UMIIEPAaTOPCKOU CEMbHU ClIeyeT IIJIaTUTh APYTou
JKU3HbI0. [laxe, eCNIi OHU U3 OJHOU CEMBbH.

KpOMe TOr'o, eCjlin y61/1171ua - KTO-TO Bponae XaHHBHI, TUIIb HAIIOJIOBUHY YJIEH HMHepaTOpCKOIZ CEMBH, TO
c11oco00B CIIacTH ee IIPAaKTU4YECKHU HE CYyIIeCTBOBAJIO.

WM He Ha Koro OBIJIO ITOJIOZKUTLECA, U HUKTO U3 aPUCTOKPATHYECKOT' O C06paHI/Iﬂ HHUKOI'Ta HEe IIOMOT OBl
M CIIaCTHCE.

Tax 4To, ecniu ObI OHU IOMBITAIMCH BO3JIOKUTEL HafleXKAy Ha ero BeJIMUeCTBO, IepBasi UMIepaTopcKas
cynpyra HUKOI'TTA 65l 3TOTO He AOMyCTHIa.

910 OB €OUHCTBEHHBIN YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPEINM Oecrokou MagaM Mepdu Gorbiiie BCEro.

- MBI IOHSTHS He UMeeM, UTO CKPHIBAET IepBas cynpyra. He 3HaeM, YTo IpSAYyT B PyKaBe U ee
POICTBEHHUKH, TEPIIOTCKas ceMbst TaHuyMa. [IJ1s1 HUX He BaXKHO, KTO ITPOBUHUIICS ITEPBBIM.

- Yto 570 3a meppMo?! ... 1 XKepTBa, ¥ MaMa IIbITanach 3allUTUTL MeHs!..

- HeT, Bae BricouecTBO. [Ieno He B 9ToM. OTHBIHE, 3TO CIIalbHS CYIIPYTH, a Bb CIAJIX B COCETHEN.
Brl ycnpianu KaKou-To mIyM ITOCPeIX HOUM U BOILIM B 3Ty KOMHATy BMecTe C HaMu. MEI Bce
puOBLIH TI0CTIe TOT'0, KaK HecyacThe IIPou30IIIo. Pa3Be He Tak? Kpome 3TOro, BbI HUYETO He 3HaeTe,



KaK U MHI.

- Ho!..

- [Topymatite o cBoeu MaTepu!

Kacus B3gporaymna ot cinoB Magam Mepdu.

3a[0/To 0 TOT0, KaK MBOPLIOBAs CTPaXka MOOO3PUTENbHO B3TJISHYIa Ha HUX, OHA IOAyMaJa O
MaJIeHbKOY XaHHe, KOTopas yaassiach OT Hee.

Bo3M0XKHO, 51 JefiCTBUTENIBHO He X04y 9TOTr0 IpKU3HaBaTh, HO, BEPOSATHO, CJI0Ba MafiaM Mépdu, B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BEPHHI.

KVcmycTuB pa3oyapoBaHHBIN B3[0X, MaflaM Mepdu npomoikasa ynepxkubaTs Kacuio. Eit 61710 04eHb
IIJI0XO.

- [IpunIecca, Batte BeicOYeCTBO. JTO He Ballla BUHA. BBl He cHenaau HUYero IjI0Xoro. JTo IpocTo...
HeCYacCTHHIH cnydail. Hen3bexKHEIN HECYACTHBIM ClTydal.

Kak Tonmpko MamaM Mepdu 3aKOHYHKTIA CBOIO PeYb, CIyKAHKH CTATd CHOBATh TYMHa-CIOfa, YTOOR!
CTEpeTh Bce crenrl mpebriBanus Kacuu.

BesyuacTHO Habmomast, Kak X ¢ XaHHOM BeIlly TIIAaTeIbHO pas3fensioT, Kacus yTKHyIach IUIOM B
mnnedo MagaM Mepodu.

Ona o camoit CMEPTHU HE 336YJIGT IOJE€Hb CBOETO BOCEMHAOIIATUIIETHU .

X X X

2Ku3Hb 11171a gasblile, He3aBUCUMO OT TOr'0, YTO 3aMOPO3UII0O MHUD Kacumu.

Kak 0OLIYHO, MeHb CMEHJICSI HOYbIO.

YacTo paccBeT 3aepKUBAJICI Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMs, HO 3aTeM, IIPOCHYBIINCh, OHA CHOBA BUMeNa
BOCXO[I,.

TeMm BpeMeHEM OHa Hadajia M0JIb30BATLCS COCENHEH KOMHATOM. 'OpHUYHEIE BeIu ce0s Tak, Kak
OynTo Kacus xxua TaM ¢ caMoro Havaja. Eif HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPUXOTUIOCH CTAJIKMBATLCS C
3aMeCTHTeJIeM HadaJbHHKA JBOPIIOBOM CTPaXKH.



Katsa CMYTHO IIOMHHMJIa €Tr0, €CJIX I1I0gyMaTh, OH OBIIT OOHHM M3 T€X, KTO BOPBAJICA B O0COOHSIK BUKOHTA
Xbl03a CeMb JIeT Ha3af.

Kaxmpiit pa3 OH C HECKOJIBKO 00eCITOKOEHHKEIM BUIOM CITpaliuBan ee, U Kacus coxpaHss
0ecCTpacTHBIM BU, OTBEYasia OOHO U TO XKe.

-f/1 He yBepeHa.

9Toi (pa3sl ObIIO JocTaTOYHO. Ha caMoM ferie, el BooOIre He B 4eM OBIJIO IMPHU3HaBAThCS.

XaHHa IpU3HAJIachk, YTO HECYACThHE ITPOU3OIIIO IOTOMY, YTO OHA ITbITANach 3alllUTUTH CE0ST OT
TIPUHIA, KOTOPBIN MpHUIIesT, YTOOb U3HACHUIIOBATD €e€.

Ona Takxke I[O6aBI/IJ'Ia, YTO €€ OOYb U CIIY2KAHKHU ITOSABUIIMCE T'OPA340 IIO3XKeE.

Ee crioBa HUYEM He OT/IMYAJIMCE OT CIleHapus MagaM Mepdu, BIJIOTh 10 MeTbYalInuX AeTanei; oHa
CYMTasa BCIO CUTYAIUIO HEJIETIOH.

Bot Tak Kacuto Muno pens bpe3una, koTopas u Obla LeHTPaIbHOM GUTYpOIi CITydUBLIETOCS
yOuiCTBa, OTTECHUIN Ha 3a[IBOPKHU.

OTTecHUIH, MOKEPTBOBAB ee MaTepblo, XaHHOU JIeiiB fenb bpe3uHa.
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