TYT He OT 4ero 4yBCTBOBAThb cebst X0po1io, IIPOCTO HEJIB34d 3TO OejlaTh, HO MHE 3TO Ha4aJio
HPABUTLCA.

i ocnabuna 6MUTENLHOCTD.

B 3TOM HET COMHEHUI.

BoxXO0K, KOTOPHIY He ITO3BOJISII ef OBITh CYACTINBOM, ITOCTIAJT 3HAK.

-A-uMIepaTopCKui HaCcIeOHEBIM MPUHIIL!.. - Pa3[aiCs KPYUK CIEIIalero CIyTH.

B To ke camoe BpeMs [iBeph 6AHKETHOTO 3ajla CO IeTYKOM OTKphLIachk, ¥ Kacus UCIOTHUTIAC
JIOXKHBIX HATEXK]I.

Kaxk xkanko, Kacus.

B Takue MoMeHTHI Tebe cJienoBalio OLITH BHEMaTenbHee. Th BOJIHy€IIbCA I10 IYCTAKAM, KaK UHUOTKa.

OHa Bcerga 0YeHb BHUMATEJIBHO CITyIlIajia, XOTs, IO CYTH, K1Jla B OTHEJIbHOM ABOpPILIe U30JIMPOBAHHO.

Kacus 6ecunciieHHOe KOJIMYECTBO pa3 Clibilaja 6eCCMBICTIEHHBIE CITYXH BPOie TOTO, YTO
UMIIepaTPHUIla HAXOJUTCS B KOMATO3HOM COCTOSIHMY B TeUeHHE CeMHALATH JieT 6e3 KaKux-1ubo
IPU3HAKOB YITy4IleHUSs, a TIepBasi ¥ BTOPAs CYIPYyru UMIIepaTopa I'PHI3YTCS MeXOy CoO0.

OcoGeHHO MHOT'0 OHA CJIBIIIAaa 06 9TOM OTMOPO3Ke, HACJIeHOM MIPHHIIE.

XoTs OHa ¥ He XOTeJla CIylIaTh, 0 HEM TaK KpUYally, YTO faXKe caMmas OCTOPOXKHas MamaM Mepdu
CoYJia HaCJIeMHOr0 MIPHHIIA - HEJOCTOMHBIM TUTYJIa UMIIEpaTopa.

Kacuu mpuimoch UMeTh IeJ0 CO CTyXaMU, PacpoCTPaHsIeMEIMU IPEAbIAYIEN BTOPOH CyIpyroun
ceMb JIeT Hasaf,.

HOSTOMy OHa peIllnia - He CyOUTh I10 CIIJIETHAM O 4YeJIOBEKe, HO IIoAyMalia, 4YTO €CIiHh HaClleJHbIN
IIPUHI] CTAHET UMII€EPATOPOM, TO €CJIK BCe CIIYXH, PACIIPOCTPAHsAEeMEbIe O HEM, OKAaXKYTCs HpaBJIOI;I, eu
He CIIaCTHUCh.

- HoOpriit Beuep. Tl mymarna, uto Tebe OyneT Tak Becelo 6e3 MeHs, fa?

Kak ¥ oxkuganocs, Oymyuvii THpaH He pa3odapoBal.



OH coBceM He OBLT N34IeH: C PaCTPEIIaHHbBIMU TEMHO-PYCBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU 1 XHXHKaIOHlHIZ, OH 00JIBIIE
IMOXOOHII Ha IIOAOHKA, YeM Ha UMIIEPATOPCKOI'0 IIPHUHIIA.

- IIpuHII, KaK BBl MOXKETE...

- [laBHO He BUMENUCH, OTell. Thl, KaK XKUBOM MEPTBEL, eJie ObIUIllb.... Xa-Xa! Benukas pagocTh
Wmnepuu! [IpuHL COBEPILIEHHO CYACTINUB!

[TpuHI ¢ capKa3MoM IOAeBa oTia. Ka3anoch, o ero TUYMHON IPSYYTCS HECKOJIBKO SIOBUTHIX
TaioK.

He0OpekHO 0TMaxHYBIIKCEH OT UMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPHIM OPOCHIT Ha HEro 3710¥ B3TJISH, HaC/IeIHbIH
IIPUHI] UMIIEPUH, TIOIIATHBASICh, OTJIAENCS.

- Mitak, maBaiiTe mocCMOTPUM. I'le MOTYT OBITH HAIllX AparoleHHble MaTh U cecTpa... O!

Ero riasa BHe3anmHo 3a6y1ecTenu ocjie TOro, Kak OH 0CMOTpes KOMHaTy. VicyranHble apuCTOKPaTH
OTOILITH TIPOYh, TOKa3kBas eMy Xauuy u Kacuio.

Hacnenusili npuHIl 6e3pacCyIHO YCTPeMUCS K HUM, KakK T'MeHa, HalllefInast CBOI0 MO0y .

Kacusa COomypuiiaCh OT CUJIBHOI'O 3aIllaXa aJIKOT'0JIsfA, KCXOOAINEero OT HeTo, KOraa OH HpI/I6J'[I/I3I/IJ'ICH.

[To KpaiiHel Mepe, CIIyXX O TOM, UTO OH BCEr/a IIbsH, ObLIA MTPaBAOH.

- Xa... BecbMa anneTuTHO.

Ero pa3BpaTHEBIEe I'Jla3a CMOTPEIH IPSIMO Ha HUX [IBOUX.

9T0 OBII B3rJISAM XKUBOTHOTO. Kak OTBPATHUTEJIBHO.

Pyka npurHila BHe3anHo gepHynack K Kacuu.

Kacus ucneiTeBana K HEeMY TOJIBKO OCTPYIO HEIIPHUA3HE.

- [ToxxamyiicTa, He TIOOXOOUTE.

9to IIPOXU30IIJI0O MTHOBEHHO.



XaHHa BcTana nepeq Kacue#, KoTopas MojI4aia Ha MPOTSKEHUHU Bcero 6aHKeTa. HacmegHEI#
MMIIePaTOPCKUH MIPUHI] YXMBITbHYJICS U CKa3all:

- Heuero 6osThcst, MaMa. 4 He IBEITAIOCh IPUUYMHUTE BPEL CBOEH eqUHCTBEHHOU cecTpe. Kak Opar,
pa3Be g He OOIXKEH, 10 KpaiiHel Mepe, IT0TaHIleBaTh CO CBOEM CECTPOM, Beb OHA TOIHKO YTO
IOOCTUIJIa COBEPIIEHHOIETUS?

Cny1asg aTOT Mep3Kui rojoc, Kacus Kycaiia cBou KpacHble T'yObl, KOTOPble TOPHUYHbLIE C 0COOEHHBIM
BHMMaHUEM HaKpaCUJIU.

Ha 6any me610TaHTOK IIEPBBIY TaHell 0ObIYHO OTAaBasU 0TIy, OpaTy wiu xkeHuxy. Kacus He moryia
OTHICKATh MTOAXOMSIIYI0 IPUYNHY, YTOOH OTKJIOHUTL €r0 IPEeJIOKEHUe - TIOTaHI[EBATh.

- OT0 OymeT OJisi MeHST YeCThIO.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, UIMEHHO OH CTAaHET COJIHIIEM HMIIEPHUU II0CJIE CMEPTHU UMIIEpaTopa.

Ecnu He YUUTEIBATh CBOIO HEHABUCTE K HEMY, OH, 663YCJ'IOBHO, BXOOHUT B YHCJIO TeX JIIoAel, Ha
KOTOPBIX Kacus monxkHa OBlna IIPOU3BECTHU BIIE€HATIIEHHE.

Crenas rimy6okui Box, Kacust ycnokousna XaHHy U B3sijla JIUIKYIO PYKY HaCJIeQHOTO IPUHIIA
WmMnepun.

Korma apucTokpaTsl ORICTPO Pa30IIACh, TIe-TO 3aurpaia 60mpas MeIogusl.

HacrnepnHbIl TPUHI] UMIIEpUM BET €€ TPy0Oo U HellpefackasyeMmo. OH fesas 1iar, BHe3amHo
pa3BOpayMBalICs U IIET B HEM3BECTHOM HAIlpaBIEHUMN.

OOyueHHasi TOIHKO OCHOBaM GalbHBIX TaHIEB, Kacus 30 Bcex CU cTapaiach He TO3BOIUTh 3TOM
HEYMOJIUMOM PyKe TaIlUTh CeOs.

Korga 9Ta HEPUSITHOCTD ITOYTH 3aKOHYMIACh, HACTIeOHBIN IPUHII UMIIepuH Ipydo cxBaTun Kacuio 3a
TaJIMIO, @ 3aTeM 3aT'OBOPUJI C HEM.

- He cnuikoM paccTpanBaics W3-3a TOTO, UTO IPYTHe YIeHb CeMbU CETONHS He MPHAYT, CeCTPeHKa.
Most MaTh 1 Miafue OpaThs C CECTPAMM CTOJNIKHYIHUCH C HEOTBPATUMEIMH 00513aTe/IbCTBaMH,
KOTOpHIe OHU [a/iu mpexae. M-M... BO3MOXKHO...

-9T0 Tak?

Kacus maxe yneiOHyIach B OTBET Ha 3TO aOCypHHOe 3aMedaHue, KOTOpoe Jty4ie OvIo Ol He



BBICKA3bIBATE.
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