I'maBa 1334 YeTrlpe cTapeUIUHEL C TOPHL JIu.

— Bricmras dopmanus?

Oco6rie popmaluu ObITH B Ipefenax oxuganuii JIy Yxkoy. Tak yX& CI0KKIIOCH, YTO ero HebecHas
cua He 00s/Iach HUKAKUX CTPAHHBEIX (HOPMaIIHiA.

Luab 2K9HBI09 ITOSICHUIT:

— JTa TakK Ha3bBaeMas BeICcHIas opmalrs o61agaeT CliocoOOHOCThIO BO3BPAIATh BEIHM B UX
IepBOHa4YaabHOE CcOoCcTosiHUE. OHAKO, KaK TOJIBKO YeJI0BEK I0IafaeT B 3Ty (opMaluio, KHU3Hb 1
CMepTh TPYHHO IIpeacKa3aTh. [laxe MOYTEHHBIN MacTep He OCMeNUTCst ObITh 0€3pacCyqHBIM B 9TOM
dbopmanum.

— OHa Takasl MolHasA? — crnpocusl Munmy WHe.

— ¢ He OBLI B Hell, TI03TOMY He MOT'Y CKa3aTh HaBepHSKa, — O0TBeTUN LiuHb K3Hb03.

Bce mocmoTtpenu Ha Jly UKoy, oXKupas ero peleHusi. ECIu OH pelIuT 0CTaTbCs CHapyXkKHu, TO OHU
IIOCTYIISIT aHAJIOTHYHBIM 00pa3oM. Eciiu 0H cKazkeT BOMTH, OHM BOMAYT. HUKTO HE CMel JefiCTBOBATh
HeoOyMaHHO, eCTi He OBIJT yBEPEH B CBOUX CHUJIaX.

Jly Yoy TUX0 IIpOU3HEC:

— Benu.

l'ao Ysu Ovln crierka omurenomieH pemierreM JIy Yxkoy. OH IOTHSII TOJOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpPeN Ha Hero. OH
He CMOT yBuUaeTh B JIy UKoy HuYero oco6eHHOT0, B HeM He ObIIO HU KallJId OT IIOYTEHHOT0 MacTepa.
Kaxk Tako# uenoBek cMor nobenuts uMmnepaTopa Benmukoro Luusa? OmHAKO OH Tak¥Xke 3HAJ, YTO He
CTOUT CYOUThb O KHHUTE TI0 ee 00710:kKe. HaKoHel], OH yNBIOHYJICS U POU3HEC:

— [loxanyiicTa, cnenyiTe 3a MHOU.

Bce mocrmenoBany 3a HUM B CEBEPO-3aMagHYI0 YacTh KOPOJIEBCKOTO OBOPIIA.

Koponesckuit nBoper] 66171 HeBooOpa3umo GonbiinM. I'oBopuny, uto umneparop Benukoro Luus
Maxe IOCTPOMJI COOCTBEHHYI0 rPOoOHHUIY. CTPOUTENBCTBO I'POOHUIIE OBITIO OCYKIEHO HAaPOOOM.
OmHaKo KTO MOT U3MEHUTD PelleHune uMneparopa? THICSYM JIIONeH CTOSIM Ha KOJIEHSIX Y Pe3UIEHITUN
YEeThIPEX IIOYTEHHBIX MaCTEPOB, YMOJUU{ ux BMeIIaTscsa. Ha camom neJjie, HeCKOJIbKO IIOYTEeHHBIX
MaCTEPOB BCE JKe ITOTOBOPUIIA C UMIIEPATOPOM, HO 3TO OBIJIO IOBOJILHO (POPMAIbHO, ¥ HUKAKUX
TIOCJIeAYIOIIUX JeMCTBUN He II0CIIeI0BaIo.



KynbruBalus umnepaTopa Benukoro LuHs Oblna 3arafoyHoi U r1y0oKoi. YeTrpe MOYTeHHBIX
MacTepa He 3HAJNIA eT0 IIPOUCXO0XKIEHUS U He XOTeTd BMEIIUBATLCS B 3TO fie/i0. Bce, YTO OHU X0Tenu
CHemnaTth, 9TO COCPENOTOYUTLCS Ha CBOEM KyJIbTUBUPOBAHUMU.

B rnasax miogeit ummnepartop Benukoro LiuHs OB THPAHOM.

— 3an Muctudeckoro CrioKOUCTBUS HaXOOuTCs Bllepenu. Iloxanyiicra, clnenyuTe 3a MHOU, —
npou3sHec ['ao YaH.

— [1pd, — pripkryn Munmu MHb.

l'ao Ysn nocMoTpen Ha Hero. OgHaKO OH He BHITJIAAEN paccepkeHHBIM. OH IOBEPHYIICA U
IIPOMOJIXKUJI BECTU TPYIILY.

Munmu ViHb He 3Hal 104eMy, HO eMy O4eHb He HPaBUJIOCh 3TO MeCTO. 3[eCh BCe ero pa3agpaxarlo.

[Tepen 3anoM Muctuyeckoro CrioKOMCTBUS OBIZIO OU€Hb TUXO U IIYCTHIHHO.

OnuH 3a OPYTUM IIPOLECCUs CIIyCTUTIACh Ha 3eMJI0.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, S IPUBET UX.

— Xoporio. — M3 3ana pasparncs rojgoc uMmmneparopa Benukoro Liuns.

Bcnen 3a aTuM mostBunach ero ¢purypa. MmmepaTop ObUT OfET B 30JI0TYI0 APAKOHBIO MaHTHUI0. OH
IIOCMOTPEJT Ha BCEX TOPSIIUMH I'Jla3aMK U ITPOU3HEC:

— IIpuHecure CTynbS.

Co Bcex CTOPOH OPOCUTIKMCH CTPAXKHUKHU, PACCTaBIISIS Iepefl 3aJIoM CTOJIH U CTyNbgd. OHU gaxe
IIPUHECTIH IPAKOHUM TPOH.

[Tepen BXOOOM B 3aJT TaKXKe IIPU3EMJIIHIACh YETHIPe CTPaXKHUKA C cabIsiMu: IBOe CJIeBa U IBOE
CIIpaBa.

Bripaxenue nuia JIy Yoy He u3MeHu0ch. OH YHUYTOXKUI IATh KapT PoXmeHus uMIepaTopa, HO
UMIIePaTOp MPOMOIKal BeCTH cebs Tak, OyOTo HUYero He mpou301n10. OH mogyMall, YTO UMIIEPaTop
OYeHb XOPOIIIO YMeeT NMPUTBOPATLECA. OH He BEPUJI, UTO B Cepflle UMIepaTopa He ObI0O HUKaKUX
Kojie0aHu, KOTla OH IpHUIIes K HeMY Ha IIOPOT.



Ha camowMm ferne, BeIpaxeHue NIulla UMIepaTopa Uu3MeHmw10Ch npu Bume Jly Yxkoy. OpHaKo u3MeHeHNne
OBLIIO OUeHb He3HAYHUTETbHBIM U OBICTPO CMEHHUJIOCH CTIIOKOMCTBHEeM. OH HOJKeH ObIT COXPaHSTh
CIIOKOMCTBUE uMmepaTopa. Yeunes Lluasa XKa3Hb109 1 49 MEYHUKOB, OH HaXMYPUJICS B
3aMelIaTeNnbCTBe.

— IlouTtenHs MmacTep LIuHB?

Luub 2K9Hb103 YABIOHYICS.

— Bpar Jly npurnacun MmeHst 6bITh cBufeTeneM. Kak s Mor He mpuiitu? 9 HafileloCh, YTO Bbl CMOXKETE
pas3pelumTsh KOHGIUKT U CTaTh APYy3bsiAMU. By#eT nyyile, eciiy Bce OYOYT CYaCTIUBEL U IIEPECTAHYT
BPaXI0BaTh APYT C OPYT'OM.

MMmnepaTop B3MaxHYJI PyKaBaMU U CEJI, CKa3as:

— IlouTtenHsll MacTep LInHb, BaM He CII€I0BANIO0 IPUXOOUTE.

Jly UKoy nmokadars roj0BOH.

— Jlaxe ceryac Tl IPOAOJIKAEIIb YIPAMUTECH.

HmmepaTop MPOU3HEC SICHBIM T'0JI0COM:

— 4 He ynpsaM. YOpAMBIM 4eJI0BEK — 3TO THI.

— f yHUYTOXKUII IIATh TBOUX KapT PoxpeHus... — npousHec Jly YKoy ¢ 3aropeBIINMUCS IJIa3aMHu.

VimmepaTop 0wl otesiomieH. ETo pyku, nexaBIiye Ha MOOJI0KOTHUKE, CIerkKa B3OPOTHYIIU.

Huub 2K3HBI03 B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE BOCKIIUKHYIT:

— IIate KapT Poxpenus?!

HWmMnepatop npousHec:

— 41 mpuimen B pe3ugeHIuo Ykao, YTOOB TO3HAKOMUTLCS € TOOOM mobmuxke. 1 coesnast mar TOJIbKO
IJIST TOTO, YTOOBI POBEPHUTD Tebsi. K coxkameHuIo, Th He MOHSJI MOeTro HaMepPeHUs U PeLIn
YCIIOKHUTH MHE XXKW3Hb. HeyXesu Thl JyMaelllb, YTO s HUYero He MOry ¢ ToO0# cuenaTh?

— Ilouemy Barre BennyecTBo Tak arpeccuBeH? [IoueMy BEH He MOTJIA CECTb U HOPMaJIbHO



TIOTOBOPUTH? BEIna 1 He0OXOOUMOCTD eNaTh IIar, He3aBUCUMO OT IPUYHMHEI? — cripocuit LluHb
2KaHb103. OH OB 3M€Ch HE TOJIBKO [AJIT TOT0, YTOOH HalaAuTh X0POoIIre oTHoeHus ¢ JIy YKoy, HO u
[IJI TOTO, YTOOB! CTAaTh MUPOTBOPILIEM.

— [ToutenHb MacTep LluHb, BaM 37ieCh He4ero fejaTh. bygeT nydlile, ecu BH yipeTe. f HafeoCh,
YTO ONHAXK[HI, €CJIM Balllu KapThl PoxkaeHus OyOyT YHUYTOXKEHH], BBl CMOXKETe TOBOPUTE CTOJh XKe
IIpaBefHO, Kak U 51, — [IPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP.

— YauuTtoxeHn? — Lluab 2KaHbi05 OBl omeniomneH. Ero mocetusno o3apenue. OH nocMoTtpen Ha JIy
Yxkoy u npousHec: — Bpart Jly, He KaxeTcs iy TeOe, YTO THL... HEMHOT'0 IIePerHyJI MaiKy?

Jly Yxkoy Hu4ero emy He oTBeTun. OH MIPUTOTOBUIICS PA3[@BUTh ellle OfHY YIy4YLIeHHYIO KapTy
yMeHbIneHus. FiMes 0eso ¢ moYTeHHEIMU MacTepaMu, CUTyallus MOTJIa U3MEHUTHCS B JTI0O0M MOMEHT.
Henb3s OBLIO ITO3BONIUTE ceOe OBITL OeCIeUHEIM.

[unap 2K3HbI03 MOBEPHYJICSA K UMIIEPATOPY U IPOU3HEC:

— B&I BCe elle MoXKeTe BOCCTaHOBUThH CBOM KapThl PoxmeHus. [loueMy GBI HaM He OCTaBUTh 9TO [EJI0
B mportoM? YTo ckaxkere? Pa3Be BH He MOXKETe CHejlaTh 9TO Pafgy MeHs?

Cnosa Liuns 2Ksubi03 Oy pa3ymHbL. Ecnu 661 umnepatop Benukoro LluHs cyMeln BOCCTaHOBUTH
CBOM KapThl PoxXneHus, BO3MOXKHO, Bce Ob110 ObI X0po11o. OgHAKO [0 CUX IIOP OH TakK U He CMOT
BOCCTAHOBHUTH UX. Bce 3TO BpeMs OH OblI HEBepOATHO 3071. OH Ooibilie He oOpalllas BHUMaHUS Ha
Huus 2KsHb03. BMecTo 3TOT0 OH MOBEPHYJICA K JIy UXK0y ¥ IpOU3HEC:

— 4 He myMar, YTO TH AEHCTBUTEIHHO OCMENIUIILCS IPUUTH. [0 CUX TTOP aXke YeThIpe MOYTeHHBIX
MacTepa He 0CMeJIMBaIUCh IIPOTHBOCTOSATh MHE HAIIPSIMYIO.

unab 2K3HbI03 IPOU3HEC NTOCEPHE3HEBIIUM I'OJI0COM:

— BaM mydiile He aKTHBUPOBATH BHICIIYIO (OPMAIMI0. ITO HUKOMY He IIPUHECET II0JIb3HI.

UmnepaTop 00epHYJICS TOCMOTPE Ha HETO.

— TTouteHHbI# MacTep LIuHb, Y MEHS €CTh CPeCTBa, YTOOH! IUIIUTD BaC XKU3HH, HO S He Chesall
3TOT0, TIOTOMY YTO XOTEJI, YTOOHI BHI [iepKaIi JPYTUX MOYTEHHHIX MacTepoB B y3ae. He OymsTe
HeO1arojapHbIM.

— ... — lIunp XK3HB105.

[Tocne atux cnoB aTMOC(l)epa crasa eire 6omee HaHpﬂ}KeHHOI;I.



Jly UKoy mokadars rojoBOY U IPOU3HEC:

— B03MOXKHO, eCi THI IOTepsIellb ellle MSATh KapT PoXaeHus, TO HAKOHEI[-TO Y3Haelllb CBOe MECTO.

OH cobuparcst pa3faBUTh YIY4IIEHHYI0 KapTy YMEHbIIeHus. B KOHIle KOHII0B, 00671aCTh 30JI0TOT0
JI0TOCA HAaXOAUIacCh B OMIACHOCTH, U Y HETO He ObIJI0 BpeMeHH Ha MyCThie Pa3rOBOPHI C KMIIEPATOPOM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MMIIEPATOP XJIOIIHYII B JIaJOMIN.

YeTripe GUTYPHI BEIIETENU C YETHIPEX CTOPOH X OCTAHOBUJIMCH HAJl 3a71I0M MUCTUYECKOTO
CIIOKOHCTBUSI.

— KT0 nmocmen IIPOABUTEL HEYBAXKEHNE K Ero BeHI/I‘-IeCTBy'?

YeTripe GUTyphl MPU3EMITUIKCH ITepef 3aJI0M. Bce oHM ObIH 6€7T0BOJIOCEHIMU CTAPUKAMHU C TAKUMHU
xKe OenmbIMu O0pogaMu.

— YeThIpe cTapeliuHel ¢ ropel JIn? — LluHb 2K3HBI09 HAXMYPUIICS.

— Iuns 2K9HbBI03?

‘-IeTpre CTapefILHHHbI BRITTIAOEIIN KaK 6eCCMepTH]:>Ie, CIIyCTHUBIINECA B IAaPCTBO CMEPTHHIX.

Luub 2K9Hb103 C yIEIOKOM ITPOU3HEC:

— 4 He oxwupan, 4To YeTrIpe CTapefILHHHBI C TOPHI JIu ellle KUBHL.

KyH Bans nogomien kK Jly YKoy 1 4TO-TO IIpOLIENTall eMy Ha yxo, ordero Jly Yxoy crierka
HaXMypPUIICS.

Kak oka3asnoch, YeThIpe CTapeHIIuHbI C TOPHI JIu ObIIM U3BECTHHIMU KYIbTUBATOPAMU B MUPE
KyJIbTUBAIMK. XOOUK CITyXH, YTO OHU YIUIM B HEU3BECTHYIO 3eMJII0, YTOOLI TPOOUTHCS U CTATh
IIOYTEHHBIMU MacTepaMu. TakxkKe XOOUIM CIyXH, YTO OHU OBIJTM YHUUTOXKEHH YpaBHUTENIMU. OHU
yKe IaBHO akTUBHpOBanu 17 KapT PoxXmeHus, ¥ HUKTO He 3HAJI, YAYYIIUIACh U OHU 3a IMPOIIeNLINe
TOJIHL.

ViMmepaTop MOAHSJICS Ha HOTY U TPOU3HEC:

— CrapeuInHE, 0XanyucTa, IpHUCaXXUBauTeCh.



Bce OblTH YOWBIIEHE.

Y1006l 3aCTAaBUTh UMIIEPATOPA KCIIOJIb30BATh CIIOBO «IIOXKAIYHCTa» U OTOPOCUTE IIPECTUXK
MMIIepaTopa, KaK MOTJIM YeTHIPe CTapeUIIMHb UMETh HU3KYIO KyabTuBanuio? [axe Liuap 2K9HbI09 He
ymoCTOUJICS IOofoO6HOTr0 o6pamieHus.

HWmmepaTop CIIPOCHI:

— CTapefIIHPIHLI, CTaJIu JIX BBEI IIOYTEHHBIMU MaCTepaMI/I?

Ly MuHryaH, OOUH U3 YEeThHIPeX CTapEeUIIrH C TOPHI JIu, OTBETHUIT:

— W ma, u Her.

— XMm?

Bce ObLnM 03amadyeHsl IOOOOHLIM OTBETOM.

HWmmiepaTop IpOaOIKUI:

— 41 GBI He IPUTIACUT YETHIPEX CTAPEHIINH TIOKUHYTh TOPY, €CU OBl He 0OKa3ascsi B 0eCIIOMOIIHOM
CUTYalUH...

YeTrIpe CTapeUIINHEL C TOPHI JIX TOIBKO KUBHYJIH, HO HE CIIDOCUIIM O IIpHYuHE. MX rna3a BCOEIXHYNH,
KOT'[la OHU IIOCMOTpenu Ha Jly Yxkoy.

— Tt panun Ero BennyectBo? — 03amadeHHO cupocui Ly MuHryas.

Hy q}KOY BAOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO yIy4YII€HHAA KaPTa YMEHbBIIEHUS YK€ He BCEMOT'yIIIa.

YeTripe cTapedinuHel, ['ao YsH, yeThIpe CTpaXXHUKA U UMIIepaTop o0nagany riny0oKuMu
KyJIbTUBALIUSIMU.

HeyngusutenbHo, yTo uMepaTop Benukoro [{uls G Tak yBEpEH B cebe maXKe MOCE TIOTEPU MSATH
KapT PoxpeHus.
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