I'maBa 1331 OH e1e XKuB.

Ha 61eqHOM U U3MOXKIEHHOM JIKIle TOCIOXKY L1 MOSBUIOCH IIIOKKPOBAaHHOE BhIpaxkeHue. Pyka, u3
KOTOPOM BHICKOJIb3HYJIa Hallla, ClIerKa 3afpoxkara.

Co cnocobHocTsamu JIy Uxkoy unu gaxe Yxkao FOst oHM MOz OB JIETKO ITOMMATh Yallly C
nekapcTBoM. OHAKO, BO3MOXKHO, OHU OBIIM CIMIIKOM ITOTPSICEHHI peakiiuei rocmoxu Ly, 4To
3a0bBIIU 3TO CHOeaTh.

Oco3Has, 4To YTpaTuiia camoobnaganue, rocrnoxa Lu IIpOMu3HeCia APOXKAIIUM I'OJIOCOM:

— KOit’ap...

— Mawma, 4TO CIy4muiaoCch? — B 3aMelIaTenbCTBe cupocul Yxkao FOu, mbITasCh YCIOKOUTH CBOIO
B3BOJTHOBAHHYIO MaTh.

Il'ocmmoxa Lu crpocuna:

— Kaxk gonro s Oni1a 63 CO3HaHUI?

— Bonee tpexcot gHeu... — Yxkao IOu He cTan pacKpelBaTh €U IIpaBAy.

— 4 xouy yBupnets Ero Benuuectso... {1 xouy yBunets ero... — ['ocrioxa Ly oTomBUHYIIA ONEsIO U
TIIOTIBITaIach BCTATh C KPOBATH.

Jly UKoy nmokadars rojoBOY U IPOU3HEC:

— BrI He GouTech, YTO OH Bac yObeT?

F'ocmoxka Ly Ovina oirenioMiieHa. XOTS OHa OONITOe BpeMsl HaXxOOujach B KOMe, MHOTHE Belllx
3ameyaTieNnuch B ee MaMsATU U OCTaBUJIM Heu3rjlaguMele ciaenbl. B ToMm yucne u mactep [laBunboHa
3noro Heba 13 06s1acTi 30710TOT0 JIOTOCA.

Yzkao IOii mpebriBaj B 3aMemIaTebCTBE.

— Crapslil TOCIIOONH, Bbl 3HAETE MOIO MaTh?

Ha camom pene JIy YKoy He 3HaJ, BCTpeyasa v oHa LI3u TaHba0 paHblle Ui HeT. [Tocne
CTOJIBKUX JIET, IPOBEEHHBIX 3[I€Ch, OH BCTPETUJI CIIUIIKOM MHOTO CIIy4YaWHBIX ofen. Kak oH Mor
3aIlOMHUTH UX BCeX? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH IPOU3HEC:



— Tebe HYKHO CIIPOCUTH 00 3TOM Y CBOEM MaTepH.

Yxkao FOu Ha MraEoBeHue ycTtaBuicd Ha Jly Yxoy u nongaTtuicd Ha3an. Ha ero nune nosiBUiIoch
BHIPaZKEHUeE IoKa U HeBepus. «H-HeT... He MoxeT ObITh... OH MOH OTEeI?»

Uxkao Oit cierka moBepHysIcs, YTOOB TOCMOTPETD Ha CBOI0 MaTh. OH 0OHAPYKUII, UTO €T0 MaTh
IIPUTBOPSIETCS CIIOKOWMHOM, YKPaaKoU nornsaasiBad Ha JIy Yxoy. YeM Josblie OH CMOTPETI Ha CBOIO
MaTh, TeM O0Jbllle TPeBOXKUIICS. HeynuBUTEIbHO, UTO UMIIEPATOP TaK XOJIOMHO oOpalrascs C ero
MaTepbio! HeynuBUTEIBHO, YTO OH COBCEM He IIOX0XK Ha umieparopa! HeyauBurtenvHO, 4TO
MMIIepaToOp OTHOCHUIICS K HeMy XonogHo! YeMm Oosbiie 0H gyMas 00 3TOM, TeM OOJIbIIe TPEBOKUIICS.

Yepes HekoTOpoe BpeMs Yxkao FOu HakoHel] YCIIOKOUJICS U MBICJIEHHO B3HOxHYI. Ha camoM gerne,
MMIIepaToOp HUKOITIa He OTHOCUIICS K HeMY X0poIio. MnepaTopy faxe OBIJIO 11JIeBaTh, UYTO €T0 MaTh
moJnroe BpeMs OblNla MPUKOBaHA K IIOCTENH. B ero rias3ax 3To [ejaio uMIepaTopa
HEKBaNMUPUIIIPOBAHHBIM OTIIOM.

[To cpaBHEHMIO C HUM, CTOSIIIUY ITepef HUM CTapHK, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO CYPOBOCTH M XOJIOMHOCTD,
3HaJ goOpo ¥ 3710 U BHIIOJIHSJ CBOM o0elnaHusi. bojee Toro, oH OB MOTYIIECTBEHHON (QUTYPOH,
CTOSIIIIEH BEHIIIE TIOYTEHHBIX MAaCTePOB. MHOTHE JIIOOM MEUTa/IM IOPOJHUTHCS C TAKUM YeJIOBEKOM.

Yzkao Oit cHOBa B3moxHYI. OHU OBUIM KPOBHBIMU POICTBEHHUKAMU, U MEXKIY HUMHU He OBIIIO
rny00KOi HeHABUCTH, KaK OH MOT He IIPU3HATh ero?

*CTyk!*

Yxao KO omycTUncs Ha KOJNEHH.

— Orer!

— ??? — Jly Uxoy.

— ??? — l'ocmoxa Ln.

CnoBo «oTel» Ipo3By4asno u3 rinyouHsl cepana Yxkao FOs. Ha camom ferne, oH OB TaK TPOHYT, YTO
€ro rila3a IIOKpacHeu.

C mpyroit cropons! JIy Uxkoy Ovu1 omienomieH. KTo cMoXeT IPUHSTL BHE3AMHOE MOSIBJIEHNE ChIHA?
Iaxe eciu OB OH XOTEJI CBIHA, OH He JOJIKeH Obl 00pecTH ero mogo0HEIM 06pa3oM.

T'ocmoxa Iu cpocuma:



— HOi#’ap... UTo TH genaenis?

Yxkao HOu orBeTHm:

— Mawma, TebGe He HYKHO HUYETr0 00bSICHSTDH MITA CKPBIBATE. f1 y2Ke BEIPOC, ¥ TO9TOMY MOTY IIPHHSITh
9T0. ECTb T KTO-HUOYOB, KTO HE COBEPIIas OMUOOK B MOJIOLOCTHU?

— 7

Jly Yzkoy TOTEPSITI Iap Ped, YCIIBIIIaB 3TU ClioBa. «Ero rojoBa pa3bura?»

Xots JIy YKoy He ObLT TPOHYT €ro cjioBaMH, rocroxka L[y Orina gpyroro MmHeHus. OHa Oblna
cMyiieHa. bosee Toro, oHa OblJla UeJI0BEeKOM, KOTOPHIM 3a00THUIICS O CBOel penyTauuu. Kak oHa
MOTJIa IPUHSATH 3TO He00OCHOBaHHOE 0OBUHEHME, KOTOPOE Kapayiock cMepThi0? OHa C TPyIOM
IIOAHSJIacCh C IIOCTENIX U cxBaTuia Yxkao 04 3a yxo.

— Au! bonpao! — 3akpuyan Yxkao HOi.

— O yeM TBI roBOPULIL? Yel0BEK, KOTOPOTO g 3HAl0, IeMCTBUTENIHHO TI0X0XK Ha Moero 6arogeTens.
OpHako 9TO HEYTO APYyroe. ITO HE TO, 0 YeM THI lTogyMas! — Ipou3Hecsa rocrnoxa Lu.

— 3-3... — Uxao IO# Ovl1T 03amadeH.

Tocnioxa Ly oTIyCcTHIIa €ro yX0 U CUJIbHO 3aKalllsifia, ToXJIonaB ce0s 1o Tpyau.

JIy YKoy cipocuit:

— Brl OBI71M B 00/1aCTH 30JI0TOT0 JIOTOCA?

l'ocnoxa Ly xuBHYya. YCIOKOMBIIKUCE, OHA IIPOU3HECIA:

— Korpa Bo3HUKIIO HapyllleHe PaBHOBECHS, S OTIIPABUJIACh B 00/1aCTh 30JI0TOTO JIOTOCA, YTOOH
CIIACTH XU3HU HECKOJIbKUX OeTeH.

CHoBa nocmoTpeB Ha JIy UKoy, el IT0Ka3aa0Ch, YTO OH IIOTOMOK TOT0O 4ejioBeKa. OHa IT0YyBCTBOBaa,
YTO BCE MENWCTBUTEJILHO OBIJIO ITPeqHauepTaHo cyab00, aTo Obiyia Bojis Hebec.

— B ToMm yucne u pebenka u3 KinaHa Man? — crnpocun JIy Yxkoy.

l'ocnoxa Ly mOKMPOBAaHO BOCKJIMKHYIIA:



— Bam u3BecTHO 00 3TOM?!

Yxkao KOu npousHec:

— MamMa, 3a Te OHH, YTO THI Onlyta 6€3 CO3HAHUS, IIPOMU30IIJIIO MHOT'O coOBITHI. MHI BCEe 3HAaeM O TOM,
4YTO IIPOMU3O0IIIIO B PE3UAECHIINN MbsH.

l'ocmmoxa Lu OTIIPAHYIIA Ha3a[d, €€ r'jia3a 3aMeTaJIuCh 110 CTOPOHAM.

— Her, =er, HeT... UMnepaTop He otnycTUT Tebs! OH He OTIyCTUT Tebs!

Jly Ykoy cpocui:

— Kakoi cekpeT CKphrIBaeT UMIIEpaTop?

T'ocmoxka Ly ete 6osbiie pa3BOIHOBAJIACH, YCIBIIIAB 3TOT BOpoc. Ee pacuimpeHHbIe I'Ia3a
HAIIOJTHUJIUCh CTPAXOM, OHA 3aMaxajla pyKaMu U IIPOU3HeCa:

— 4 ne 3naw! He crnpamuBaiitTe MeHs! 4 He 3HAIO, He 3HAMW...

IericTBUTENBHO, TOCIOXKA 11y OblIa M3rHaHa B X0oJIOgHEHM ABOpel]. OHa Tak TsxKeno 3abosena, HO
UMIIepaTop Jaxe He 1103ab0Tuscsa o Hedd. TeM He MeHee, Y Hee He ObIJIO IPUYUH UCIBITHIBATD
nofo0HbIH ykac. OHM OBIJIM MyKeM U KeHOMU, U y HUX JaXKe OblJI ChIH. TPyAHO OBII0 MIPeiCTaBUTh,
YTO MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh €€ TakK 00SIThCS UMIIEpaTopa.

Ykao HOit Toxke OLLT 03amayeH.

B atot MmomeHT Jly YKoy ITOAHSI PYKY, B KOTOPOU paclBesl 30JI0TOX JIOTOC, KOTOPBIM OH HANUTAJl
002KeCTBEHHOU CHUJION.

LleneOHast 9HEPTus 30J10TOTO JI0TOCa Oblyla Mogo0Ha BOfle M3 rops4Yero UCTOUHMKA. Tersas 9Heprus
pas3uiIack Mo BCEMY Tey Tocnoxu L[y, moMoras et yCIIOKOUTBCS ¥ PacCerBasi ee CTpax.

Jly YK0y IPOU3HEC:

— OHa TOJNIbKO HeJaBHO O4YHYJIaChb. HYCTI: OHA BOCCTAHOBUTCS ellle HECKOILKO JHEH 1 CTa6I/IJ'II/I3I/IpyeT
CBO€ IICUXN49€eCKOe COCTOSIHHUE.



— Cmacu6o, ctapeit rocriogud. — Yxkao FOi noknonuncs JIy Yxkoy.

Jly YKoy pa3BepHYJICS U yILIE].

Kak TOIbKO OH IOJOIIeN K OBEPH, rocmoxka LIy cipocuna:

— Mory s yBUOETb 9TOr0 pebeHKa?

Jly Uxkoy cornacumics, mpexpae 4eM YUTHU.

Munmu ViHb OBITT 03aJjayeH IPUKAa30M CBOET0 VUUTETS.

«3a4yeM y4uTesb BhI3Ball MEHA? Kakoe OTHOIIIEHME KO MHE UMEIOT fiejla MaTepU U ChiHa?»

Oka3aBIIKCH BO3JIe KOMHATH FOCIIOXKY LIy, OH TUXOHBKO KaAILUISHYJI, YTOOBI COOOIIUTE O CBOEM
IPUOBITHY.

W3HyTpH pa3pascs HeXKHBIHM roJoc.

— Borpu.

MuHumy MHb paBHOOYIIIHO BOIIETT.

l'ocrozxka Ly wyBcTBOBaja cebs aydllle mocje UCLeIeHUs 30JI0THIM JIOTOCOM, TI03TOMY OHA JIETKO
nofHsach Ha Horu. Korpa oHa yBumena MuHinu MHs, ee riasa cierka pacUIMpuiInuch, a Ha JIuile
IIOSIBUJIOCH BHIPAsKEHUE II0Ka U BOJTHEHUS.

— CIIHIIIKOM MOXO0XKH... BB CIMIIIKOM IMOXO0XKH... — CO CJIE3aMH Ha Ija3ax HpOﬁOpMOTaHa OHa.

— TToxoxu? — Munmu ViHb ObIT 03amaueH. — He roBopuTe MHe, YTO BBl MOSI MaTh. S HE MTOBEPIO B
TaKyI HeJIelnoCTh! — IPOU3HeEC OH.

Uxkao KOt momgan mocmoTpen Ha Munmu UHs. «Ero BooOpaxkeHue ere 6oee Helnemnoe, 4eM Moe!»

T'ocmoxka 1Tz GBICTPO BRITEPIIA CIE3BI ¥ MPOU3HECIA:

— Her, s mpocTo B3BONIHOBaHA. f pama 3a KitaH M3H.



[To xpaliHeu Mepe, B KJlaHe M3H ellje KTO-TO OCTAJICH.

— He nbiTaiiTeck 00MaHyTh MeHs1. Mo¥ yu4uTelb, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ KYIIUJICS Ha 9TO, HO 5 He KYILTIOCh! —
Munmu UHb coesas mar Hasap.

[To ero MHEHHIO, B KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbe He OBIJI0 HUKOI'0 XOpolIero. Pa3pyuienue KjitaHa MaH u
cMepThb ero Opara, MaH IlIsHa, TPOU30MLIIK 110 BUHE CEMbH, KOTOPas Oblia nepen HuM. CaMble
0e3:KaJI0CTHERIE JTIOIKW HaXOOUIHUCh B KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbe. Tak ObI0 Bcerga. OTHOIEHWe rocmoxu Liu
BBI3BAJIO y HETO JIUIIH OTBpAllleHHE.

Yxkao FOu npousHec:

— 41 He moHUMalo. TH MEeHCTBUTENBHO TAK CUJIPHO HAC HEHABUIUIIL?

— Koneuno! — Munmm Mub mocmotpen Ha Yxkao FOs u npousnec: — Eciu OB He MOii yUuTeNb, Haxke
ecnu Obl y Tebst Oblla COTHS XKU3HeH B HEU3BECTHOM 3eMyie, Mo Pa3menuTesnbHbli Kpiok oTIIpaBUi
ObI TeOd B an!

Munmm Wub goctan PasgenuTtenbHbl Kpiok, X0m00H0 6/1€CHYBIINY MTOJ CBETOM.

Yzxkao IOit oTIpsgHY Ha3ad ¥ MHCTHUHKTHBHO MOOHSJI PYKY, YTOOH 3aIUTUTHLCS.

Kak Munmu Uub Mor youts Yxkao K0a? On goctan Pa3menutenbHbld KpIoK TONBKO AJIsT TOTO, YTOORI
Hamyrath ero. Bupms, uyto Yxkao FO# Tako# poOKUii ¥ YECTHHIHM, OH 'POMKO PAaCcCMesJICS U TPOU3HEC:

— I/IMHepaTop OaXe He OrjIdabIBaeTCsd, KOTr'a y'6I/IBaeT, TOTOa IMOYEeMYy K€ ThI TPYCI/IHIB?

Yxkao FOU Tak CUIIBHO CMYTHJICS, YTO €T0 JIUI0 IIOKPACHEeJI0 U OH IIOTEPSI Jap peyn.

l'ocmoxa lu orramuna Yxkao KOs Hasam ¥ mocMoTpesia Ha Munmy MHs.

— He rosopu Tak... OH Bce ellle XUuB.
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