EcTecTBeHHO, faXke NpuHIecca OyeT TOPAUTHCS CBOEH BHEITHOCTHIO, KakK U OOJIBITMHCTBO KEHIIIKH.
YBupes, uto Csi0 Xya CMOTPUT Ha Hee ¢ 6maroroBenueM, JIyH JIsiHb, eCTECTBEHHO, TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA
ce0s1 cuactnuBoi! OHa 3Haa, YTO KpacuBa, HO HUKOTa He HajoeaeT, KOTHa ee XBajsiT 3a
BHEIIHOCTE.

V3-3a ee pagocTu Bompoc, KoTopksi# JIyH JIssHb XoTena 3agath Cs0 Xya, 6611 3a6bIT! 3TO OBIIO
HebosnbmM 6rmarocimoBenreM ais Cso Xya, u3bexkartb 0TBeTa, IoueMy ee Hecyia AHb L[3uH.

Cups Ha Kparo ropsiuero uctoynuka, Cso Xya MeJIeHHO OIyCTHJIa IIpaByl0 HOT'Y B BOAY U OILlyIajia
TO, 4TO OBIIO Ha TOJTy TOPSTYero UCTOYHUKA. Bhisio OBl HEJIOBKO CIIOTKHYTHCSI O YTO-TO U IOJIYYUTh
elle OfIHy TPaBMy B TOT XKe IeHb. YOeIUBIINCh, YTO €€ HOT'Y HAIIlIM YTO-TO TBEPHOE, Ha YTO MOXKHO
HACTYIUTb, OHA MEJJIEHHO CTYNHUa B TOPSIYM UCTOYHUK, HE CHUMAs xajaTa. OHa He Obljla TaKOU
cMmeroit, Kak JIyH JIsiHb, KOTOpasi HOCUT TOJIbKO HUXKHee Oeflbe, KOTOPOe He 0YeHb XOPOIIO0
IIPUKPHIBAET TO, YTO MOIKHO OBITH IIPUKPHITO.

Cst0 Xya o06yierueHHO B3[IOXHYJIa, YOEPKKUBasi PyKaMy CBOM IJTaBAOLIUH XaJlaT IO BOIOM Ha YPOBHE
tanuu. TeMmepaTypa ropsiuero UCTOYHUKA ObIJIa, eCTECTBEHHO, TEellJlee, Y4eM B BaHHE, KOTOPYIO OHA
IIpUHKMalla paHee, U CKBO3HSIKA OT BeTpa Ha ee BJIaXKHOM K0XKe BO BpeMs IIPOTYJIKH ObLIO0
IOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH! y Hee 1mobekanu Mypallku.

- Korga MHe pa3spelaoT, s Bcerfia IIPUX0xXKYy Ciofa, YTOOh XOPOIIeHhKO OTMOKHYTS, - JIyH JISHB
BBITEPJIA JIUII0 MOKPHIM ToJioTeHLeM. Csio Xya ornspaenach u oOHapyXKuia, YTO B 9TOM MeCTe
OCTAJINCh TOJIbLKO OHHU. AHb 1I3uH 1 AHL BaHb OCTaBUIM UX OOHUX 0€3 ee BegoMa.

CrosiTh Ha pacKajieHHOM KaMHe OBIJI0 JOBOJILHO 00JIbHO, T09TOMY Csio Xya IOTBITarack HaTH MECTO,
yTOOBI CECTh, 2KeJlast CIIACTH cBou OemgHbie HOrd. OHAa COMHEBAJIACh, UTO C €€ HBIHeIIHUM POCTOM
CMOXKET CHUIeTh TaK, YTOOEI ee Iest Oblyia BBIIIE YPOBHS BOMHL.

- Yro TH nmems?" - Crpocuna JIyH JIgub, kKorga Cso Xya moneiTanach Halpsdb riia3a, YTOOk
3aryIfgHyTh B BOOY.

- Cs10 Xya X04eT HalTh MeCTo, T{le MOXKHO ITOCUAeTh. [IpuHIlecca ToXe HomkHa cecThb. OT XKapH Y
Te0s1 MOTyT 60JIETh HOTH."



JIumo JlyH JIgHL BHE3AIIHO CMOPIIUIOCH, Kak OyATo ee oTpyrani. - Csio Xya, Thl MeHS HeHaBUAUIIH?"

- 4ro?" Kak 3Ta MBIC/Ib IIPUIIIA €1 B rooBy? - KoneuHo, HeT."

- Tel He cepAuIIbCS, YTO 51 He CKa3asa Tebe, UTO 5 MpUHIlECca CTPaHbl ['yiHIuHE?"

[TpuHIlECCA, HA CAaMOM [iejie 3Ta MOJIofasi gy yKe 3Hasla, KTO B, KOT{la BBl IIPENCTAlIU Iepel 3To
JIeIX C MEJIOBHIM JIUIIOM U BaIltMM OeCIIIaTHBIM CEaHCOM 00MeHa MCTOPUSIMU.

HecmoTps Ha To, uTO JIyH JIsSTHb HE pACKpHIIa CBOIO TUYHOCTh IPUHIIECCH; OOQHOTO (DaKTa MOXUIIEHUS
B KaUECTBE 3aJI0KHUIIE ¥ OTIPABKHU B PE3UAEHIINI0 MOHTITY, a TaK:Ke MEJIOBOTO JIUIA, CKPHIBAIOIIETO
ee KpacoTy, ObIJI0 HOCTaTOYHO, YT0O0H! JI3 CSIOTHH MOHS, KTO OHA.

- Ecnu Ob1 KTO-HUOYAB U3 MOHTITY 3HaJ, KTO OHa Ha caMoM ferie, ¢ JIyH JISHb MOTiu OB IIJT0XO
o0oiiTrck. Ho 3T0 GBIIO CTPAHHO... TOYEMY KOPOJIb CTpaHbl MyHYKY HE PACKPBUI TUYHOCTE JIyH
JIfaHb CBOEMY NOBEPEHHOMY reHepainy MoHriy?

- Torma moyeMy THI Tak fajeka oT MeHA?" - Cupocuna JIyH JISHb O4eHb SMOLMOHAIBHO, €€ TPYAb
CUJIBHO B3[bIMaJiach U3-3a pe3Koro avixaHus. Cs0 Xya 30 BCeX CUJI cTapajiach He CMOTpPEeTh Ha
B3[BIMAIOIINECH IITYUYKY, IPUKPETJIEHHLIE K TPYIU IPUHIIECCEL

YBumnes KPACHUBYIO TaMy, 4€JIOBEK CTAHOBUTCSA U3BPAIIEHHEIM, JdaXKe €CJIK APyrasd CTOPOHA TOXKe
Jengu.

- [Ipunuecca ... - 3amMeTus, uto JIyH JISHb MPUCTAIbHO CMOTPUT Ha Hee, OHa OBICTPO MMOIPaBUiIack: - A
JIsSiHb, THI IPUHIIECCA, a g CJIyKaHKa. Mbl He JOJIKHH 3a0bIBaTh O CBOEH JIMYHOCTHU."

Cs0 Xya He xoueT ymupaTth! O, momoxkouTe, OBITH CITy>KAHKOM TPETHEro IPHUHIIA - 9TO TO XKe CaMoe,
YTO JOr0BapuBaThCSA O BCTPEUYE C CaMOM CMEPTHIO!



Korpa cne3wl moteknu u3 rna3 JIya JIgub, Cao Xya 3ananukoBana. O Het! [IpuHIiiecca nmaver!

Ho Csio Xya He cpa3y 6pocumnach ee yTelaTb. BMecTo 3T0oro 3Ta fjama Hadajla CpaBHUBATH 3Ty
IJIa4yLIyI0 KpacaBully C IJadyLMMU KpacaBUllaMU B ee IIepBOHaYaIbHOM MUpe.

Kaxk moxeT ObITh Takas Oombinast pa3uuna? JIs CH0TuH BUpena, Kak MHOTHE KpaCaBUIlkl CTAHOBUIIUCH
YPOANIUBLIMY, KOTHa IIJTaKalik, B TOM YHCJIEe U Ballla TOKOPHAs Cliyra. TOIbKO Ny4llre aKTPUCH MOT U
makKaTh 6€3 TOro, YTOOH UX JIMIIO He CTAJ0 KPAaCHBIM, KaK IIOMUOP, C HEIIPUBJIEKATETbHEIMU
ONYXIIMMHU IJIa3aMHu.

Cst0 Xya 6rIcTpO Xx710mHYIa cebs 1o ronose. Ceiyac ObIIO HE BpeMst JTI000BATHCS HOIIUHHOM
IJIavyInei KpacoTou!

- [IpuH ... HeT, A JIgHb, IOXKaJyUCTa, He Ij1ayb."

- Tel He x04ellb OBITH MOUM ApPyroM?"

- 9to Hempaspaa! 4 xo4dy OBITH TBOUM OPYrOM."

- [IpaBma?"

Csto Xya GBICTPO KUBHYJIA. BEITH IPYroM IIPUHIIECCH OBIIO HE TaK YK IJI0X0. MOXKeT OBITh, 1aXkKe eCTh
KaKas-TO I0Jb3a 0T 3TOro! [T0CKONBKY BCe yKe MOBEPHYIOCh TAKUM 00pa3oM, CTaTh APyrom JIyH
JIsHb B M000M cily4yae He uMeeT OOJIbIIoro 3HayeHus. Cs0 Xya He MOTIJIa He YyBCTBOBATh, UTO €€
Oynmyiee yxe OBIJI0O HECYACTHEIM HM3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA OBlla CITy>KaHKOM 0YeHb KPAaCHUBOTO IIPUHIIA.

OueHb KpaCHUBHIM IPUHI], KOTOPHIH O T04YTH Oecrone3eH!



B pOMaHe TOBOPHUIIOCH JIMIIbL O TOM, YTO TpeTI/IfI IIPUHIT OBLIT KpacCaBIEM, KOTOprfI HE€ 3aHHMaJICA
IIOJINTUKOM, IIpeanodYuTad IMpeaaBaTbCAd NCKYCCTBY U KHUT'dM. Y4eHoe OTHOIIIEHKE, HO OHO HE
IMOOXOOUIIO OJId IIPKUHIIA.

Jlyu JIssHb YOWBUTENIBHEIM 00pPa30M IepecTaa MiakaTh, He Tepsis HU CEeKYHMOBI, KaK TOJIbKO YBHUIENa,
yTto Csto Xya cornacunacs. JIuio JIyH JISHb clerka mopo30BejIo OT CjIe3, HO 3TO MOTIJIO OBITh U OT
JKapHI.

-Ho, A JIsHb, T€0ST MOTYT KPUTUKOBATh 3a TO, YTO ThI APYKUIIb CO CIYKAHKOM, - pepynpenuna Cso
Xya.

- A 9TO TYT KPUTHKOBATh? UeTBepTHIH OpaT maxe XKEHUIJICS Ha CBOEH CyXKaHKe!"

Yt0? YeTBepTHIY IPUHL XKEHUJICA Ha CBOEU CIIyKaHKe?

Csio Xya ObIyIa OUeHb YAUBIIEHA, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO €CTh ¥ APYrUe IPUHIIH. B poMaHe ymnoMUHAIOTCS
TOJIbKO TPU NPHUHIA cTpaHkl ['yitnuub. HacnenHsd npuHi ObUT TepBEeHIIEM, BTOPOU IPUHIT OBIIT
repoeM poMaHa, a TPeTU MPUHI] ObIJT CAMBIM KPaCHUBLIM MY>KUYMHOU B POMaHe.

B 3TOM pomaHe TOJIBKO MEePBEHIly UMIepaTopa ObIJI0 pa3pelneHo ObITh HAaCIeHBIM IPUHIIEM,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH He ObIT POKIEH UMIlepaTpuliel. ['TaBHas MpUYKMHA 3aKJTI0Yaaach B TOM,
yTOoOR n30eXkaTh (aBOPUTHU3Ma, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO OHU OBITM HE3aKOHHEIMU. MIMmepaTtop Ooree
PaHHETO MOKOJIEHHUS IPEeIBUOUT, UTO €r0 TOTOMKM He CMOTYT JiepXKaThk CBoe NUOUIO0 U pas3yM B y3[e,
KOTTIa PeYb 3aXOUT O XKEHIIHHAX U UX XUTPOCTSIX. BEITM HOBOCTH M3 OPYTUX CTPAH, TOe UMIIEPATOPEI
BBIOMpPAJIM HACJIeOHOTO IIPUHIIA B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT 0/1aTOCKJIOHHOCTH MaTepH.

Brlsio uCKITIOYeHUe IJ1s1 TepBeHIIa-HacleqHOT0 pUHIa. TOJIBKO B TOM CJIy4ae, eCJIU MePBhIH MPUHI
OymeT mpu3HAH HENPUTOTHEIM UJIM YMEPIIUM, TOXKHOCTb HACJIeHOTO NpUHIa OyeT nepefaHa
BTOPOMY TIPUHILY.

"He 6ecmokorics! Hukomy He OymeT mena OO TOTO, YTO TH MO#M ApyT. ECu KTO-TO MoCMeeT 3amnyraTh
TeOs1, I momory Tebe Haka3aTh ux!"



Kakas Benukas npuniecca! Csio Xya moctaBut Tebe "Jlauk"! (b "V")b

B xon1e Kouuos, JIyx JIsiHb Oblyia monHa cuacThs, a Cgo Xya He Hallljla MecTa, 4ToOsl cecTh. B
pe3ynbTaTe ee COCTOSTHUE YXYIUINUIIOCE.

OHa He MOrJIa MOIIeBeTUTh HoraMu! Kak MoXeT 3TOT ropsiuuil UCTOYHUK OBITh TAKUM OTIACHBIM?
Pa3Be oH He cnasutcs ucuenesuem?! (O00)°

Ee GGIIHBIG HOT'H OBUIM TaKHMH KPaCHBIMH, 9YTO OHa 0os11ach IIPUKOCHYTLCA K HHUM. Ee HoTH HE
YYBCTBOBAJIX 02KOr'a I10CJIe HECKOJIBKUX MUHYT HECHACTHOT'O CJIy4dad C YaeM, HO II0CJie TOpA4Yero
NCTOYHHKA OHa IMOYYBCTBOBaAJIa CUJIBHOE 2KXKEHHEe B HOT'aX.

- [Tomoxmu 3mecs, s MO30BY TpeThero Opata!" JIyH JIsHbL OLICTPO Hafie/la BEPXHIOK OMEeXy, Mpexae
yeM yM4aThCsl ¢ BaHb, KOTOpas MOSBUIACH TAK, CJIIOBHO V Hee Obllla aHTeHHA [IJIs ITpreMa CUT'Haja
6encTBus, octaBuB Cs10 Xya CUIETh IPSMO y TOPSUero UCTOYHKKA ¢ AHb 1[31H, OXpaHSIOIIEN ee.

Csi0 Xya xoTeJla 3HaTh... KaKOe OTHOIIEHNE ee TPaBMa UMeeT K TpeTbeMy npuHIry? [Ipexme yeMm oH
IPHUIET, el HyKHO ofmeThcsi! Ee omexkma MpoOMOKIIa U IIPUITKIIIA K Telly, He OCTaBIIss MecTa
BOOOpaxeHuo!

Heckonbko oTyasBimuch, Csi0 Xya B3Monuack: "cectpa AHb L[31H, MHe ObII0 OBl JTy4Ille O0eThCs
ceryac, BepHo?"

- [IpuHItECCa BeleNna MOJ0KOaTh 30ech. 1 mpuHecy TeOe BepxHIOI ofexkmay."

Bckope mocne Toro, kak AHb LI3uH yIrta, 4ToOB IPUHECTH el xanart, JIyH JISHb yKe BepHynIach C
TPETHUM IIPUHIIEM Ha OyKcupe!

A JIsiHb, HEYKeJu Thl X04elllb, YTOOL 3TOT TBOM APYT OcTasics 6e3 BCIKOr0 JOCTOMHCTBA?! ({} ODO)



[Touemy KaxeTcs, 4To TpeTuil mpuHIl OPOCUIT BCE, UTO OH MeJa, KOTHa YCIIBIIIai, YTO MaJeHbKast
TOpHUYHAS CTPaflaeT OT TPABMbI?
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