XyaH 3HaJI, 0 YeM JyMaroT OJIM3HEeIlH.

-"Heyzkenu BB AyMaJiy, YTO 9 OTKaXKyCh OTBe4aTh A0 CaMOI0 KOHIa?"

Pean u PoaH cpa3sy Ke KUBHYJIM, YTO 3aCTAaBUJIO XyaHa PaCCMesIThCS.

-"Xe-xe... Hy, B 0OBIYHBIX 00CTOSITENIHCTBAX 51 OBl TAaK He mocTymnua. OgHAKO 9TO BCe, UTO YTOMHO,
TOJIBKO He 0ORIYHEIE 00CTOSTENLCTBA."

XyaH IIOCMOTPEII Ha ONTM3HeI0B U CIIDOCHII.

-"CHauasa pacCKaXu MHe, 4YTO THl yKe 3Haellb. [Tocie 3Toro s pacckaxy o0 CBOeX pomiu."

Brnu3Helsl KUBHYIM, pacCKa3biBas €My O TOM, YTO UM yIaJoCh BHISICHUTh. KOHEYHO, OHU He CKa3aJH,
KaK OHHU TIOJIYYUIIX BCIO UHGPOPMAIIHIO.

-"[TorumMaro... Bo-nepBeix, He OymeT omuOKOM CKa3aTh, UTO CUTyalls He JOCTUTHET KPUTUIECKON
TOYKY B OuxKaiiliee BpeMsi. 9TO BCETO JIUIIb IPEATIOIOXKEHNE TOTO, KTO HabOII0jaeT CO CTOPOHHI.
TeM He MeHee, 1 CYUTALO, UTO [IpEeMHUK He IIOSIBUTCS B TeUeHUe CJIeQyIIIUX HeCKOJIbKUX JIeT. B
KOHIle KOHII0B, MMmepaTop He Tak yX IIJoX."

Poan TyT Xke cupocui.

-"3HayuT, UMIIEPaToOP OEUCTBUTEJIBHO yMUpaeT?"

XyaH paCCMediCsa IIPU 3TuX CJII0OBaX.

-"Ymupaet? Xa-xa-xa! Hy, 3To He 3HQ4UT, YTO THI IIOJIHOCTHIO OlIMbaeTeck. ITO BCE, YTO ST MOTY
CKa3aTh."

Poan npumtypuncsi. He coBceM HenmpaBuiabHO? YTo 3T0 3HaUuT? OH JEeMCTBUTENIBHO XOTEJT 3HATb.
[Tocme 3TOT0 OH CIPOCUI ellle KOe-4To.

-"Kak ThI flyMaells, KTO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB B30UET Ha TPOH?"

XyaH II0ZKalJl I1J1e4aMu U OTBETHII.

-"KTo 3HaeT? I/IMr[epaTop IIOKa He BhIKa3aJl HUKaKHuX npennhoeHHﬂ. HHaue Bl OB YZXKe BUOenn
HaCJIeJHOT' O IIPUHIIa U 1'IpI/IHU,'(3CCy'.II



OmHako oTBeT PeaHy He TIOHPABUIICS.

-"Hy xe, mpemMbep-MUHUCTP XyaH. Tl caMblii ONMM3KUit 4enoBeK K MMrepaTopy, Tak 4To y Te0s
MOJIZKHA OLITH XOTSI OBl Hesi, BepHO?"

Poasn, oueBupgHO, AyMaJll O TOM XKe, 4YTO 4 Peasn.

XyaH nocMoTpen Ha PeaHa u ynbIOHYICS.

-"Hy, g He cKaxy, 4TO y HEro HeT HUKaKuXx uneil. Ho jaxe oH moka He yBepeH."

-"KTo 9T10?"

XyaH nokaydaJ ['0JI0BOH.

-"OH MHe He CKa3aJj. {1 He nry. { OeliCTBUTENILHO He 3Hato, KTO 9T0. [IpoCTO y HEro Ha yMe TOJIbKO
ofHa uges."

Poan cnpocurn, KuBHYB.

-"¢l moHMMal0. 3HAUUT, THl AYMAEIb O TOM K€, UTO ¥ ['MIbOus anxuMukoB. CIedyIomui ©UMIepaTop
WM UMIIepPaTPHIla He TOSBATCS B OnuxKaliiiee BpeMs. Brl Obl Janu eMy gecsiTh net?"

XyaH KUBHYIL.

-"C y4eTOM TOro0, KakK UOyT fejla, 9TO HeUCTBUTENIbHO X0polllas OlleHKa."

Pean moGaBui.

-"B TakoMm ciy4ae, Ha Ybel T CTOPOoHe? IIpaBma M, YTO BHl IIPUMETE CTOPOHY TOJIBKO TOTO, KOTO
BhIOEpEeT umIepaTop?"

XyaH HEMHOTO ImoayMall, IIpexne 4eM OTBETUTE.

-"He coBceM. MiMmepaTop Ha3HAYUII MEeHS IIPEMbeP-MUHUCTPOM HE [JIST TOTO, YTOORI S CTall eT0
MapuOHETKOM. Mbl Ipy3bs, HO KOTla peus uaeT o OynyiieMm MMepun, y MeHst ecTb cBoGofa enaTh
BCe, UTO g X04y. ECNu 5 yBUXKY, 4TO €ro BEIOOD IIJI0X, S OTIPOBEPTHY ero. BEl MOIKHBI IOMHUTH, YTO
He TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, UTO UMIIEPATOP BLIOPAJl KOT0-TO, OH UJIM OHA CTAHET CIeayrImuM rocygapeM. OH
TaK¥XKe HyXmaeTcs B omoOpeHuu cobpaHusi. B To ke BpeMs ero BEIOOP JOIKeH OBl OBl IIOTyUYHUTh
IIpU3HaHUE OCTAJIbHBIX IIPSIMBIX KOHKYPEHTOB."



Pean u Poan kuBHynu. C ©MIIeprel TaKOT0 pa3Mepa pelleHne uMIepaTopa AeiCTBUTEIHHO OymeT
uMeThb 60biIof Bec. U Bce Ke OH He MOXKET IIPOCTO UTHOPUPOBATh BCEX OCTAIbHBIX.

Poan mocmoTpen Ha PeaHa u KuBHYJ. PeaH IOHST, YTO OH KMeJl B BUAY, ¥ IIPUCTYIINII K CIeyIoLen
YacTH IIJIaHa.

-"A ecnu s CKaxy, YTO CKOPO MOSIBUTCSI HOBBIM ITPETEHOEHT Ha TPOH? Brl OBl MHe moBepumu?"

BripaxeHue nuila XyaHa Ha CEKYHOY U3MEHUTIOCH, TPEXIE YEM OHO GBICTPO BEPHYIOCH K
HOpPMAaJIbHOMY .

-"HoBbi1 KOHKypeHT? O KOM THl TOBOPHULIBL?"

-"Kanmuua Cacamui."

-"KanuHa..."

XyaH Ha MF'HOBEHHE 3aAyMaJICAd Hall 9TUM MMEHEeM, IIpexXae 9eM CIIPOCHUTh.

-"Pa3Be 3T0 He UM IIPSIMOro MOTOMKa IIOJIyKPOBKH, KOTOPEI yMep?"

Pean kuBHYyII.

-"Umenno. Ho KanuHa He ymepna. OHa 04eHb XOPOIIO XkKuBa 1 6ogpa."

-"O! Teneps, Korga g mymMap 06 9TOM, MeCTO, I'lie OHa yMepJia, [eHCTBUTEIbHO HaXOJUIIOCh B PaliOHe
Balllel CTpaHHl LI35/1H. 3HAUMUT, OHa MHCIIEHNPOBala CBOI0 CMepPTh?"

Pean kuBHYyIIL.

-"BrI, KaXKeTcs, He 0YeHb YIUBJIEHHI."

XyaH pacCcMedliCsa B OTBET.

-"Hy, oHa maneko He mepBasi, KTO 9TO fejlaeT. B KOHIle KOHII0B, 3TO BOWHa 3a TpoH. U Bce Xke
Hexopo1ro o6MaHbIBaTh IMIIepaTOPCKYyI0 CEMbIO, TOHUMAEITh?"

Pean yneiOHYJICS, He CIULIKOM 3a60TSCh 06 9TOM.



-"Bce B mopsinke. EcTb omHa Bellb B MH(POPMAILUK, KOTOPYIO BBl MOXKETE IONYYUTh, KOTOPas He
ourm6oyHa. KanmuHa meicTBUTENbHO OblIa MUIIIEHbBIO M3-3a CBOEH IOJIYKPOIbHOU POmoCcIoBHOM. Ecu
OBl MBI HE BMEIIIAIUCh CITy4YalHO, OHA Oblyia OBl y2Ke MepTBa. ITO He JOJIKHO OBITH CIOPIIPHU30M [JIS
KOT'0-TO C BalllUM CTaTyCOM, YTO IIOTOMKH C TaKOU POJOCIIOBHOM CTAHOBSITCS MUIIEHBIO, BEPHO?"

XyaH He BO3paxKaJl IIPOTUB IIOATBEPKOECHU .

-"¢l moHKMMal0, YTO THI UMeellb B BUAY. ITO criocod Kanmuubl coxpaHuTh cebe xku3Hb. KcTatu, 9T0 0OHa
Imocjasna Bac croma?"

Pean kuBHYII, He oOpalllas BHUMAHUS Ha 3Ty JI0XKb. VX IIJITaH COCTOSIT B TOM, YTOORI caenaTh Kamuny
Clenymwolel UMIiepaTpullel, I03TOMY OHU HOJIKHEI ObIIM CHeNlaTh BUM, YTO OHa BCe CIIJITaHUPOBAsIa.

-"TloruMaro. A ¢ 4ero ThI B3471, 4TO ¥ KanuHbl €CTh IIaHC 3aHATh TPOH? OHa He UMeeT HUKAKOT0
BNUSHUSA. TO, 4YTO €€ CUMTAIOT MEPTBOM, TOXKE He ITIOMOXKeT."

3ateM Poan nmocMmoTtpes Ha XyaHa U CKa3all.

-"Bce oueHb mpocTo. Kak TOBKO UMIIEPATOP CHeIaeT CBOM X0, ero BnusHue OymeT ©UMeTh MaJjio
3HayeHus."

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BEIpaXKeHHUeE II0Ka MTOSIBUIIOCH Ha JTuIle XyaHa, KOT{a OH IOCMOTpes Ha OIU3HeIoB.
OnHaKo OH OBICTPO 3aMETHII C1a0yIo YIRIOKY, IOSBUBINYIOCS Ha NuIlax 0nu3Henos. OH, IpeMbep-
MHUHHUCTP, TTOIAJICS B UX JIOBYIIKY. BhIpaxkeHue ero uiia OBICTPO BEPHYJIOCh K HOPMATbHOMY, IpeXKe
YeM CKa3aTh HEeJOBOIBHEIM T'OJIOCOM.

-"Y Tebs xBaTaeT CMEJIOCTH TaK CO MHOM UTpaTh, TOHMMAaeIh?"

PoaH Bcerpia mymar, 4To UMIIEpaTop cAesaeT iar. Y Peana Toxke He OBIJIO MPUYMH COMHEBAThCS. Best
nH(pOpPMaIKs, KOTOPYIO OHU cOOMpasy A0 CHX IOP, HoIKHa Obl/la TapaHTUPOBATh, UTO OHU OyIyT
TOTOBH K 3TOMY. TeM He MeHee, HI y OJHOTO 13 HUX He ObIJI0 HUKAKOT0 IIOOTBEPXKAEHHUS... 0 CUX
mop. BreipaxeHnue nuila XyaHa, KOTOa OHU YIIOMSHYIH 00 3TOM, OBIJIO eMMHCTBEHHBIM
OATBePKOEHWEeM, B KOTOPOM OHH HYXKpaanuch. OTHEIHE OHH MOTJIA Pa00TaTh B 3TOM HAIPaBIEHUH.
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