Korpga Pean ymien, 4To6s moMo4b PoaHy ¢ Muccuei, MaTh Lig mpuBesia ee MOroBOPUTL B KOMHATY
Tynuu.

-"IIs1, m03BOJIb CIIPOCUTE. Tebe MeriCTBUTEIbHO HPABUTCS 9TOT MaIbuuK?"

Jluo La IIOKPACHEJIO, KOI'ma OHa ITOKa4adJid TOJI0BOM.

-"H-HeT, 3TO MPOCTO MOIUTHYECKUM 6paK, KOTOPHIY IIpHHECET M0Ib3y HaM o0ouM. BoT u Bce!"

ApHaHa B3OOXHYIJIa, I'IsA0s8 Ha BEIPA2KEHHUE JINIAd L.

-"f1 BCe ellle TBOSI MaTh, MOHUMAaEIIhL? Tl JENCTBUTENIBHO JyMaelllb, YTO CMOXKeIlb CKPHITh 3TO OT
MeHs? Ha caMoM fierne, s He AyMalo, 4TO BH [jeJlaeTe XOpOIyi0 paboTy, CKpPEIBas 9TO OT KOT0-Tu00 B
OAHHBIM MOMEHT. DTO CJIMIIIKOM OYEeBHIHO."

-"Jr0..."

L5 He 3HAasa, YTO CKa3aTh, IOKa ApHaHa HaCTaHuBalla.

-"ThHI 3HaEIlIb, YTO V¥ HAC C TBOMM OTIIOM OBIN ONMUTUYECKUl Opak. Ha camoM fese OOJBIITMHCTBO
YJIeHOB MIMIIepaTopcKoy ceMby OBITM UMEHHO TaKUMU. M Bce XKe s CYMTal0, YTO MHE IT0BE3JIO0,
IIOTOMY YTO TBOM OTel] 0YEHb XOPOIII0 KO MHE OTHOCUTCH. [[0/T2KHA MPU3HATHCS, YTO CO BpeMeHeM 5
nosobuna ero. Hy, MoxeT OBITh, OH [Ie/Ta€T 3TO U3-3a MOel COOCTBEHHOM ceMbH. 51, BEPOSITHO,
HUKOITIa He Y3HAI0 HaBepHsKA."

-"TsI MOY MyTafIui peOeHoK. Y TBOel CTaplileil CeCTPh TOXKe ObLJT TOMUTHYECKU Opak, KakK U y
TBOEro cTapiero 6paTta. Ha JaHHEIM MOMEHT TH €OUHCTBEHHas, KTO ocTasics. Ecnu 3ToT Opak KaKuM-
TO 00pa30M MIPOBAIUTCS, TBOM OTEI] B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HaAeT Koro-uubynb ais Te6s1. BoT Kak 3To
paboTaeT, U TH 9TO 3Haellb. Tak YTo, eCNu y Te0s eCTh KaKue-TO YyBCTBa K HEMY, S XOUY, YTOOBI ThI
IIOATBEPOXIIA 9TO MPSIMO ceryac."

K coxanenwuio, 1Is Monyana, He gaBasi ApraHe BbIOOpa, KpOMe KaK CIIPOCHUTh.

-"IIs1, THI CKa3asa, YTO 3TOT Opak OymeT BeIrofeH BaM 060uM. YTo 9T0 Oblla 3a cHesika, KOTOPYIO BB
BIBOEM 3aKJIIOUMIn?"

Llst mocMoTpesna Ha MaTh, IPEXKe YeM Ta Bce 00BsICHUIA.

-"TloHuMamw... [ToaToMy IIoHa4aly TBOX YUuUTe/Ib 3aMeTu, 4To PeaH, BeposiTHO, He OyHeT 3aCTaBlIsaTh
Te0s 4T0-1100 femnate. [1032Ke 0OH COrnacuics, 4To facT Tebe MOoIHyI0 CBOOOMY U HUKOTAa He
IIPUKOCHETCA K Tebe, 3a UCKIII0UeHNEeM TeX MOMEHTOB, KOT/la BaM HY>KHO UI'PaTh POJIb CYIPYKECKOH
napel. TeM He MeHee, 3TU MOMEHTH! ObUIM OBl He 00jiee 4YeM POCTHIMYU NOLENYSIMU U TOMY



OOOHBIMY BelllaMHi, BEPHO?"

E: KHBHYIJIQ, HE ITIBITAsACh 3TO CKPHITE.

-"YTO XK, 3TO OUEHb XOpoIlas caenka. He moxoxe, 4To cuTyaius ¢ 60pp00# 3a TPOH OyIeT DOJNro
CKpHIBaThCS OT Macc. PeaH x04eT IIOMOYb CBOEMY YUUTEJIIO 3al[UTUTh UX CEKTY, TaK YTO BCE B
nopspke. He moxoxe, 4To PeaH, Komalomuucs B 9To HHGOPMaIUY, YTO-TO U3MEHUT, TakK Kak Jaxke
Vimmepust Xpon yxe 6ojee uin MeHee 0CBEIOMIIeHa O TOM, YTO IIPOUCXouT. B mobom ciyydae,
HaMepeHHUs PeaHa ceriyac He MMEIOT 3HQYEHHUS, TaK YTO AaBail BEpHEMCS K TOM 4acCTH, KOTOpas MeHs
BOJIHYeT."

-"¢1 moHMMal0, YTO 37ech mpoucxomuT. TH Bcerga Oblla 04eHb ropga. Korga Pean cka3sai, 4To gacT
Tebe MoIHYI0 cBOOOMY, TH IMpHHSIa 9T0. Ho Korga oH IPOJOoJIKUI U CKa3aJll, YTO Y HEro HeT
abCOTIOTHO HUKAKOT0 MHTEpeca IellaTh YTo-Tub0 ¢ TOOOM, TH IPOCTO HE MOTJIa 9TOTO MIPUHSTE."

-"Ho ecTh opHa Belllp, KOTOPYIO 1 He IToOHKMMar. He moxoxe, 4To BE C PeaHOM Tak XOpOIIO 3HaeTe
Opyr gpyra. Kak momay4usoch, 4TO ThI Tak JIETKO 3aMHTEpecoBasiach uM?"

CmoBa ApI/IaHBI 3acTtaBunu Lo FHY6OKO 3aAyMaTbCA. B camowMm perne, KaK TeHb PeaHa Tak JIETKO
IIPOHHUKIIA B €€ cepuue? 3ateMm llsg Hauvana OyMaThb O TeEX HEMHOT'UX B3aMMOJIEICTBUSIX, KOTOPEIE Y HUX
ObLIH paHblIe. Hakonern, oHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO HaIlljJla OTBET.

-"MozXKeT OBITE... €ero MoIHOoe TpeHe0pexKeHe MOUM CTaTyCcOM? JTO TPYOHO BHIPa3uTh ciioBaMu. OH
oOpalaeTcss CoO MHOM, KaK C 00BIYHOM AeByIIKoU. [unbausa ®opMalui-HeliTpanbHas TEPPUTOPHUS, U
3mech Bce oOpalaiTcs Ko MHe HeOpexkHo. TeM He MeHee, g BCe ellle MOT'Yy JIETKO CKa3aTh, YTO OHU

M3MepSIOT CBOM CJI0Ba, YTOORI He o0umeTh MeHs. Ho PeaH... Pean coBceM mpyroi. Emy mpocTo... Bce
paBHO. MHTEpecHO, ToYeMy 3TO MeHd Tak IIpuBjIeKaeT?.."

Hy, Takue Bely, KakK KOPOJIH, MIPHUHIIECCH ¥ UMIIEPHUH, IIOUTH BEIMep/d Ha 3emye. Kpome Toro, xotst
JIIOMM Ha 3eMyie ¥ OBITM JajIeKH OT COBEPIIEHCTBA, OHU BCe 3Ke IIPOIIOBEI0BAaId PAaBEHCTBO MEXKIY
BCEMH JTIONbMHU. PeaH mpoxun Ha 3emiie BOBoe OOJbIe BpeMeHH, YeM B MUPE KYJIbTHBAIUH, II03TOMY
y HETro Bce elrle ObITA 3TU MEBIC/IH, TIe HUKTO He Obi aydirne gpyroro. OH 3HAJ, YTO B MUPE
KyJIbTUBAIMK BCE TIO-OPYTOMY, HO eMy OBIJIO BCe paBHO. BOT moyeMy ero cjioBa ¥ OeNCTBUS
BBITJISIIENTM TOpa3o 0ojiee HCKPEHHUMH, 4YeM y KTO-1ub0 mpyroro. [Iis Koro-To Bpome List, ¢ KOTopo
Tak 06palanuch C CaMOT0 POXKIEeHUs, IPUCYTCTBUE PeaHa meHCTBUTENIHHO HaBaJio it HOBOE YYBCTBO,
KOTOPOT'0 OHA HUKOTTIa PaHbIlle He UCILITEIBaNa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA IIPOCTO X0Tea OO0JIbIIero.

Ycnwimas oteet s, ApraHa He MOrJia He CIIPOCUTb.

-"To, 4TO THI XOYEeIllb, ¥ TO, YTO THI [IeJIaelllb, - 9TO IBE COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HbIe Belld, Te0e He KaxKeTcs?
Pa3Be TH He MOMKHA COCPEIOTOUYUTLCS Ha TOM YaCTH, KOTOpas IeldCTBUTENIbHO BaxkHa?"

LIs1 meyasibHO KMBHYJIA.



-"TIpocTtu, maM. {1 0CTaHOBIIOCh XU COCPENOTOYYCh Ha CaMOu cHesKe. MacTep yxKe TOBOPUII MHE, UTO
MIOYTH HU Y OOHOTO IIPHHIA UK MPUHIIECCH HET TaKUX IIaHCOB, KaK y MeHd. f momXKHa
COCPEeIOTOYUTHCS Ha BEIIIOJTHEHWH CBOEH YaCTH COTJIAlIeHHUS U IIePecTaTh OXKHUAATh 4ero-audo oT
Hero. CBoOofa, KOTOPYIO s MOJy4y, - 3TO TO, Ha 4YTO i [NOJKHa 00paTUTh BHUMaHuUe."

Apuana nmocmoTtpesna Ha Lls Tak, c10BHO Ta Oblla UAMOTKOM.

-"Heyenu Thl HACTOJIBKO Tyma? Pa3Be s TOJIBKO YTO He TOBOPUJIA, YTO ThHI AOJIKHA COCPENOTOYUTHLCS
HaA TOM, UTO MEeHCTBUTEIbHO BaXKHO?"

s moTepsina map peuu. He Takoro oTBeTa OHa oXupaaa OT MaTePH.

-"9710... YTO TH UMeelIs B BUAy?"

3aTeM ApraHa II0CMOTpesia Ha JIUIo LI ¢ cepbe3HBIM BhIpaKEHUEM.

-"Xum! Tel cama 3TO cKa3asa. [lo4Ty HY y KOro U3 IPUHIEB U IPUHIECC HET TAKOI'0 IIaHCa, KaK y
TeOs1. Ho s roBOpIO He 00 3TOi epyHOe co CBOOOXOM. f Melo B BUAY, YTO HU Y KOTO U3 HUX HET
BO3MOXKHOCTH KEHUTHCS Ha KOM-TO, KTO UM NEeUCTBUTEJILHO AO0POr. BOT THI 34€Ch, C TBOUMU
9MOLMSIMY, IIOYTH BLIPEIBAIOIIUMUCS U3 PYLOYU, U THI BCE ellle IPUTBOPSEIILCS, YTO OHU HE UMEIOT
3HayeHus."

HpOJIOJ'I}KaH, ApHaHa pa303/InIIacCh eiie OorblIe.

-"OTO meuCTBUTENLHO pa3apaxaeT. [loueMy paHblile MHe Tak He Be3J10? [loueMy HUKOMY U3 TBOUX
OpaTheB U CECTep Tak He MMoBe3y10? TBOM OTeI-0YeHb CTPOTHH YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIHM MPAKTUYECKH HE
MOXKeT JyMaTh HU 0 4eM, KpoMe Mmnepuu. TeMm He MeHee, OH ONpefielIeHHO He TaK YK IIJIOX 110
CpPaBHEHMUIO C APYTUMHU, TAKUMU KaK TBOU [Iefl, I03TOMY 51 X0Tejia Obl, 4TOOH y HETo OblyIa Takas ke
BCTPeYa, KakK y Te6s B IPOIIIOM."

L5 Oblyia MOTpsICEHA, YBUMIEB, UTO €e MaTh BefleT cebs moJoOHbIM 00pa30M. YCbilIaB BCe 3TO, OHa
OBICTPO OIYCTHIIA TOJIOBY.

-"Ho... HO..."

*Tax!*
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Hu ¢ Toro Hu ¢ cero ApuaHa IienHya LS Mo ciuHe, UCI0Ib3ys [IyXOBHYI0 DHEPTHio, YTOOH
y6emuThCs, 9YTO 3TO OymeT OOJbHO.



-"Upuotka! Ecnu TH 0efCTBUTEBHO IIPOMOJIKUIITL UCIIOIB30BaTh 3Ty IEPEMOBYIO CBOOOMY, UTOOR!
YVUTH OT CBOETO CYACThsI, 1 HUKOTHa Tebs He mpoiy. Hy u 94To ¢ TOro, 4To OH Ha TPHU T'ofa MOJIOxKe?
Koro aTo BonHyeT? Bo BCsikoM ciiydae, oH OymeT 60ee aKTUBHBIM B IIOCTE/IM B TEUEHHUE IIUTEILHOTO
BpEMeHH, TaK Kak OH OymeT Mojoxe."

JIuno g BCITBIXHYJIO, KOT'Id OHA YCIJIBbIIaJIa IMTOCIegHIOI0 9aCTh.

-"Mama!"

ApI/IaHa CepOouTo IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HEe B OTBET.

-"3aTKHUCH!"

-"a..."

s BooO111e He MOTJIa TONTH IPOTUB CBOEM MaTepu. Maso Toro, 4To y Hee OBbIsI0 OO0JIbllle BIAaCTH, HO U
BOCIIUTaHME ApHaHBI OBII0O HAMHOT'O BEIIIIE.

3aTeM ApuraHa [I0JIOXKWIa PYKU Ha Iiedo Lig u cka3ana.

-"I... 30ech DerCTBUTEIBHO €CTh IaHC, KOTOPHIM Tl HE OOJIXKHA IOTePATh. [109TOMy TH HOIXKHA
oTmaTh eMy Bce. Coenaii 9To [JisT MeHsI, CBOET0 OTIla, CBoux OpaTheB u cecTep. He BrIOpachHBait To,
YTO MBI BCE XOTEeJIM, HO He MOTJIHM IOJTy4YHTh. THl MOXKeEIIb MHEe 3T0 06emaTs?"

Lis He MoTJia He pa3phiiaThCs. B KOHIle KOHI[OB OHa IIPUHSJIa PelleHre U 9HEPTUYHO 3aKUBasa.

-"Jlagno! §1 06s13aTeNbHO pa3kirpaio BCe CBOM KapThl, YTOOLI HE YIIYCTUTH 3TOT IIaHC."

Apunana 007er4eHHO B3[JOXHYJIa U yIHIOHYIaCh.

-"Mama ropauTtcst To60m."

BHe3amnHo BrIpaxkeHue nuila ApraHbl K3MEHHUIIOCh, KOTla OHa IIepellia K HOBOM TeMe.

-"A Temeps HAM HYKHO 00CYIUTH ellle OOHY OTPOMHYI0 mpobiemy."

YBupeB nosegenne Apuansl, LI cpa3y moHsiIa, 9YTO 9TO HOMKHO OBITH YTO-TO CEPbe3HOe.

-"9-4yt0 3T0? UTO-TO CIy4YUIOCH B 6OpHOE 3a TPOH?"



ApriaHa nioKa4asa r0JI0BOU.

-"Xyxe T10ro."

Xyxke? MoxeT ObITb, UMIIEPATOP YMEP?

-"M&I MOMKHEI HalTH croco0 mouMaTth ceppate Peana!"

IIs1 uyTh He ymasa JIULOM Ha 3eMIII0.

-"U ato Bce?!"

ApuaHa IpuLypuacs.

-"Yro 3HauuT "Bce"? Ha KOHY cyacThe Moel mouepu. ITo npobieMa elle 6onee cepbe3Has, YeM
BoiiHa WMmnepuu. K 4epTy BCio 3Ty uyiib 0 60pbbe 3a TpoH!"

IIs motepsina gap peuu. Passe MMIiepaTopcKas ceMbsl He BCeraa ImpeBkille Bcero? [IoueMy 3To BOPYT
CTaJI0 TaKUM He3HauyuTeNbHEIM? OnHako Ll cpaldy noHsa, moyeMy ee MaTh Tak gyMaeT. Ee orern
ObL1 HacTosAIIUM 4YsileHoM MMmepaTopckoi CeMbH, a He ee MaTh. ApraHa IMPOUCXONIIa U3 APYTOon
cembu. bonee Toro, Aprana Toxe He IIpUHaIeXkana HU K OGHOMY U3 IOJYUHEHHBIX KJIaHOB. BMecTo
3TOr0 OHa IIPOKCXOAMIa U3 KilaHa TOPrOBLIEB U3-3a IIPefeioB CTONMULE. ECTeCTBEHHO, ee
IPUBSI3aHHOCTh K MiIMImepaTopcKo# ceMbe Oblsla He TaKOM OOIBINON, KaK y oTHa. Mnu, 4To elre
nyyiie, e mIpocTo OBLIO BCE PABHO...

3aTeM ApuaHa nnocMoTpesa Ha L.

-"IlyMaellsb, S He 3amMeTusa? ITOT MajbyuilKa Pead Tonbko nputBopsics! Ilouenyu, TbCTUBLIE
CJI0Ba-BCe 3TO OBIIO JIMIIL YIOBKOM. THI JTIOOUILL €T0, HO B JAHHBIM MOMEHT 3TO OIPefielIeHHO He TO
JKe caMoe C ero CTOPOHHI. [Ipuiiino BpeMs 06CYOUTh, YTO THI IOIKHA CHie/laTh, YTOOH TOMMaTh €ro
cepaue.”

[lexu Llg 3ambiany, KOrga OHa yClbllliaja CjI0Ba MaTepH.

-"T-Torma... Yto Xxe MHe menarn?"

ApwvaHa 3ayMasach Hafl 3TUM BOIIPOCOM.

-"OH MCIEeNUIT TBOU IIPaMbl, KOTOPHIE BEPHYIU Tebe KPacoTy Kak B ofiexk[e, Tak u 6e3 Hee. Th
oTIpeqieIeHHO KYCOK CEKCYaJIbHOT'O Msica, KOTOPHIHM BOJIKY C YOOBOJILCTBHEM Chesu Ovl. M Bce ke 3TOT
MallbYMK, KaXXeTCs, He Bo3paxaerT... KakK Xe Tak..."



-"Mam... A T He CIIULIKOM IpSAMOINHEeNHa?"

Apuana npourHopuposasa Lis, npoposixkas gyMath.

-"I'M... [Toxoxke, MBI MOXKEM MCIOIb30BaTh TOIILKO TOT XK€ IJ1aH, YTO U PeaH paHble."

-"ToT xke nau?"

LIst pacTepsIHHO TOCMOTpEIa Ha MaTh.

ApuaHa KUBHYJIa ¥ CHOBa IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha L.

-"Pa3Be 0H He roBOpHUJIa, YTO OH MOT Te0s OMIOHOTBOPUTH? [laBaliTe coeflaeM 3TO PeasibHBIM."

Benureii Pean He 3HAJ, 4TO €TI0 XIET.
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