Kanuna He 3Hana, ¢ 4yero HauaTh. CTaTh uMnepaTpuiei? - Kto?" OHa? Bo-mepBhIx, ThI OB TOTHA Hat
Oynmyiel uMIepaTpuile MuHKa nox 3an? Het, momoxmu! Uto oH uMen B Bumy nom CMepThio?

Opnako PoaH He fan el BpeMeHH IIOAyMarThk.

-"THI Ke He xouellb, YTOOH Mexay Mmnepuen Cacamun u Mmnepuedt Xpo Havyanack BoiHa, BEPHO?
Torpga oTBeT MPOCT: CTaHb clexyoilei MMmneparpuneii. Tel MoXxelb OBITh Ha JHE O0YKH, HO TH BCe
elre IpUHIleCcca C IpaBaMu Ha TPOH."

Kanuna u Manaka ObIu IMOTPSACEHEI 3STUMHA CJIIOBAMH.

-"Tlorogu, norogu, norogu! O yeM Tel roBopulllb? KOHEYHO, Y MEHS €CTh POJOCIIOBHAS CEMbU
Cacamun. OgHaKO y MeHsI TaKXe eCTh [10JI0BMHA PofocaoBHOM XpoJ! Takas mOIyKpoBKa, Kak s, He
MOXKeT B30UTH Ha TpoH. Bce MpUHIBI ¥ TPUHIIECCH BO3BMYTCS 3@ PYKH, YTOOB U30aBUTHLCSA OT MEHS,
KakK TOJIbKO 51 I0OKaXyCh UM yTPO30i."

-"HeT, BO-IIEPBEIX, I0YEMY THI BAPYT llepeaymasa? Bcero HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] Ha3af Thl Tak
COTIPOTHBIIANACH, UTO 5 UYBCTBOBAJI cebsi 00y301. ITO HE UMeeT HUKAKOT0 CMEICIIa Boobie!"

Pean, cmesice, mornmagun KaJ'II/IHy I10 TOJIOBE.

-"He oOpaitiat BHUMaHUS Ha meTanu. BaxHo To, 4yTo PoaH pemun nmomous Tede."

YTo XK, OHM YMPYT, €CJIM HUYEro He MPeanpuMyT. B Takoi cutyauuu mo0oe MHEHUE H3MEHUIIOCH Obl
B MIHOBEHHUE OKa.

3ateMm KanmHa “cKoca B3IrJIsIHYJIA Ha Peana, Impexnge 4eM CIIPDOCHUTE.

-"C KakKux 9TO IIOP 5 I03BOJISAI0 Te0e OBITh Tak OIM3K0 KO MHE?"

Ha nuuie PeaHa mossBUIOCH 03afaueHHOE BBIPpaKEHUE.

-"TsI BeOb Apyr Mamnakuu, He Tak nu? A gymar, Tebe Toxke IOHPABUTCS."

-"MoxeT ObITh, TEOE 3TO He HpaBUTCS?"

JInno KanuHel cierka mokpacHeso, Korjma OHa yBuUfela, 4To Manaka Mofolia K PeaHy, 4ToOk TOXKe
TIOTJIaguTh ee 1o ronose. OHa u Maaka ObIIM IIOYTH OJHOTO BO3pacTa, HO Masaka, Ka3aaoch,
COBCeM He 3a00TuIach 0 CBoeM uMuaKe. Ha caMoM fmene e, Ka3anoch, 0YeHb HPaBUIIOCh 0ATOBCTBO
Peana.



-"... He 3Haw... HeHaBUXY."

PeaH rpoMKO paccMesisicsi, IPOJoKas feaTh 9To. KoHeyHo, Kak Okl OHa HU MIPUTBOPSIIACh
B3POCJION, MBEHAMIATUIETHSISI IeBOYKa BCe elrle Owlia 6oyiee win MeHee PeOeHKOM.

Tem He MeHee, Kanuaa GRICTpO mpuImia B ce0s ¥ oKadaia FoJI0BOM, BO3BPAIIAACh K TeMe
pasrosopa.

-"HeT, 3a6ynp 00 aTOM ceiigac! d He Mory cTaTh uMneparpuleii. HeT HUKakoro crmoco0a, 4ToOsl 3TO
cpaboTtano. Mel He MOXKeM CpaXkaThCd IPOTUB BCEX OCTaIbHBIX TOTOMKOB. OHU yOBIOT Hac!"

Poan ¢rIpKHYI B OTBET.

-"YobioT TeOs1? MHe oYeHb XKaJlb, HO OHM y2Ke OYeHb XOTST 3TO cuenaTh. Pa3Be Base He mbITancs
cIenaTh 9TO MUHYTY Ha3apf? Thl y2Ke Ha IIyTH, OTKyAa HET Bo3BpaTa. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KTO U3
IIPUHIIEB UJIM TIPUHIIECC B30MAET Ha TpoH, pogociioBHast Xpoi 3aech, B Cacamul, OyoeT YyHUYTOXKeEHaA.
[To KpaiiHel Mepe, BEl BCce GyfieTe CTPOTO OTPaHUYEHHbl B CBOUX JIEHUCTBUSIX."

KanuHa He ymepKasacs.

-"¢] moHMMalo, 4YTO 3TO MPOU3OUAET, ECIU MPUHII JlTaMapec 3aiMeT TPOH, HO 3a4eM 3TO AelaTh
OCTaJILHBEIM?"

KoneuHo, He ychbiaB aHanu3a PoaHa, et Ob110 ObI TPYOHO MOHATH. B JaHHBIM MOMEHT OHa JyMaer,
4YTO OpPYyT¥e IPUHIE ¥ IPUHIIECCH HUYET0 IPOTUB Hee He UMEIOT.

3ateM Pean nocmotpern Ha PoaHa, IIpexX[e 4eM CIPOCUTH dyepe3 ux [lymeBHyo CBS3b.

-"TIpocTo 06BsICHY ¥ BCIo Teopuio. Eif Bcero gBeHaAlaTh, HO OHa OYeHb YMHa. 1 Bepio, YTO OHa
IIOMMET CBOe IO0JIOXKEeHMe, KaK TOJILKO ThI BEICKAXKeIllb Bce.

PoaH kuBHYI. ITO OB caMblil OBICTPHIM TyTh. KoHeYHO, PoaH omycTun cyuiecTBoBanue CUCTEMEI
CamoriBeta [lymiu 1 BCe, 4TO C HEU CBA3aHO.

Kanuna Oblia B 04uepegHOM pa3 MIOKUPOBaHa TeM, YTO ycibimana. OHa 3Hasa, 4To BCe, UTO CKa3all
PoaH, Ob110 TUIE €r0 COOCTBEeHHOM Teopuei. OmMHAKO OHA BCe elre Oblla IPUHIIECCOH
HWwmMnepatopckoii ceMbr. Kak Tonbko Poad 3aroBopus 0 TOM, Io4eMy HacTOsIUY MmiepaTop elle He
petun, KTo 6ymeT cnenyoumM MmmnepatopoM, KanvHa cpa3y moHsia, 4to PoaH, BeposATHO, mpaB. Ei
IOCTaTOYHO OBIIO BCIIOMHHUTD, KaK APYTHe MPUHILI U IPUHIIECCH C YUCTOU POIOCTIoBHOM CacaMu
OTHOCHUJIACH K HeM, YTOOBI IPUUTH K TAKOMY BHIBOLY.

-"UTo Xe MHe fesnaTh? .. {d NOHATUS He UMel0, KOTra KTO-TO MOXKeT HallacTh Ha MeHs. HeT, opyrue



JIIOX OT MTONMUTUYECKUX OpakoB ¢ MMmepuei XpoJsi, BEPOSITHO, B TAKOM K€ OMacCHOCTH, KakK U 5."

3aTteM PoaH 4TO-TO CIIpOCHIL.

-"T®I CrIBIIIIANIA, YTO Ha HEKOTOPBIX N3 HUX HAIlaJIX UJIX 9YTO-TO B 3TOM pone?“

KanvHa HeEMHOT0 TOpa3MbIC/IHIa U TYT XKe K0e-4TO BcrioMHMIa. He To 4T0oOR OHa He Morja
pacckasaTth O CTPAHHBIX COOBITHUSIX.

-"a. 1 cneiman, 4To asas [aHMOH Iomant B 3acafly, yCTpoeHHYo youiien u3 Opranu3anuu TeHeBbIX
KHeroB. OH HAMHOTO CTapllle MeHs, HO BCe ellle UMeeT II0JI0OBUHY CBOEX POJOCIIOBHOU 0T UMnepuu
Xpor. [TocKoMBbKY B KOHIlE KOHIIOB OH cOexkarl, s He Ipujaia 3TOMy 0Co00T0 3HaYeHUsI. XOOUuIu
TakKXKe CJIyXH, 4YTO KeHa yIpaBidiero MMmnepckoi KaHLensspue BHe3allHO CKOHYanach. f He
3HaJla ee, HO 3Halo, YTO OHa TOoxKe Onlyla KeM-TO U3 Xpoi."

Poan kuBnyII.

-"Tloxoxke, THI Obllla HE EMUHCTBEHHON. ITH IBOE, O KOTOPHIX THI TOJIBKO YTO YIIOMSIHYIA, - KaK pas3 Te,
0 KOM THI 3Haelllb. BeposTHO, uX OOJIbIIE B TOM XK€ CUTYallWH, YTO U Thl. BO BCSIKOM CiIy4ae, MBI yxKe
IO TBEPAUIIM TBOKM CTaTyC. Temeps HaM HYKHO IopaboTaTh Had Te€M, YTOOHI TH ITPEBpPATHIACh B
crenywoiuyo Mmneparpuny.”

-"Ax! Tel cepbe3HO rOBOPUILL? f He X04y TOBOPUTH 3TO JIFOAAM, KOTOPHIE CIIAaC/Id MHE XKU3Hb, HO BHI,
pebsiTa, CIUIITKOM C1a0kl, YTOOBI YTO-TO U3MEHUTH."

Ycnwimas ato, Pean paccMmesincs. KoHedHO, OHM 3TO 3HaU. PaHbIlle OHY [aXe Kal0BalkCh Ha 3TO
cectpe Opo.

-"Bce B mopsake. MHI Bce B OOHOM 100Ke."

9THU CI0Ba CHOBa 03afaduiu KaHI/IHy.

-"B omguoit nogke? Kak xe Tak? [loka TH He CBSI3BIBAEIILCS CO MHOM, BCce OymeT B mopsake."

Poan mokayan ronoBoi.

-"Tebe He HYKHO 3HATD ITO4YeMy. Bce, uTo Tebe HYKHO CHEIATh, 9TO HOBEPUTHCS HaM. Bormpoc B ToM,
TIOBEPUIIH JIX TH HaM, €CJIM MHI cieslaeM Te0s crenyloieli MmnepaTpuen?"

Kanuua 3apmana PoaHy elje OOuH BOIIPOC, BMECTO TOT'O YTOOBI OTBETHUTD Ha €rO0.



-"Tlogemy TBI MOMOTaeIlb MHE CTaTh UMIIepaTpulier? Tel caM 3TO CKa3as. ECTh IaHC, YTO MEPBHIT
IIPUHII TIPaB, ¥ MBI MOXK€eM CTOJIKHYThCS C HanageHueM MMnepuu Xpon. B Takom ciiydae, mOMOYb eMy
Ob110 OBl ITPAaBUIIbHO. Pa3Be THI He XOYelllb 3aIIUTUTh MMmepuio?"

Poana 3to 6onbiie He BonHOBasno. Mnepua? K uepty Bce 310! UTO TOJIKY OT 3TOTO, €CIU OHU YMPYT?
OT0 He UMeJI0 HUKAKOr0 OTHOIIEHHS K TOMY, KTO OBUT HellpaB WX IIpaB, HO OHa [OJIKHAa Oblla CTaTh
WmMmnepatpuried, 4ToOOR OHY MOTJIU CIIAaCTH CeO0sl.

-"KTO0 Xe He X04eT CTaTb MPUYNHOM BOCXOXKIAeHUSI MiMIiepaTopa Uild UMIIEPATPUIILI HA TPOH, BEPHO?
CkaxeM Tak, o1 Hac ¢ Peanom OyfeT ropa3fo Jydille, eCIu T 3aiiMelh TPOH BMECTO OCTaJIbHBIX.
KoneyHO, TH XOPOIIIO BO3HArpaaullhs Hac."

3aTeMm Masnaka o0Hsi/la pyKy Kanussl, mpexe 4eM CKa3aTk.

-"[loBepbcs Poany. OH 0YeHb TeMHEIHM, HO OUYeHb YMHBIN. EC/IM OH CKa3as Tak MHOTO, TO OIpPefesIeHHO
eCThb criocob cmenaThb 3TO."

Poan He Bo3paxas npoTus cj10B Manaku. Jlydine TeEMHOTa, Y4eM CMEpPTh.

KanvHa He MOTIa He UCIIBITHIBATE JIETKOW 3aBUCTH K TOMY, KaK CHUJIBHO OHa JOBEpSsijia CBOUM
OpaThbsaM.

-"Mamnaka..."

3aTeMm KanmHa HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MOJT4ajla, HUUero He rOBOps. YIUBUTEILHO, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 gaxe
PoaH He Bo3paxkars IIOl0KaTh ee. B KOHIle KOHIIOB OHa CTUCHYJIa 3y0Obl U KHBHYIIA.

-"Jlapuo! 4 cpenato ato! Ecnu 1 HUYero He caesalo, B KOHIE MeHs XaeT TolnbKo CMmepTs. Ho BaM
Jyd4Ille TIOHATH, UTO Y MeHs HeT HUKaKUX COI03HUKOB. Camoe Oosbliiee, s IOTy4Yy MOANEPKKY OTIIa.
Ho maxe aTo GymeT TPyOoHO, TaK KakK OH He ITOBEPHUT, YTO ¥ MEHS eCTh XOTh KaKOK-TO IIaHC."

PoaH, kazanocs, He BO3pazxKarl.

-"He Bomuyiicsi. Ecoiu Bce IOWET TakK, Kak s AyMalo, TO TBOM IIaHC IOSIBUTCS caM C060M B
OnmuzKaiiye HeCKOJIBKO JIeT. B 9TOT MOMeHT Te0e IIPOCTO HY2KHO CXBATUTH ero. PeaH, g u OecriedHas
IEeBYIIKA C TBOEM CTOPOHEI TIOMOTYT TeOe C OCTaIbHbIM."

Ha aToT pa3 gaxe PeaH Obln yOUBJIEH YCHBIIIaHHBIM. PoaH HUKAK HE TPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJI 3TOT IIAHC.

-"O yeM THI rOBOPUIIL? YTO 3TO 3a WaHC?"



Poan OTPUIIATEJIbHO ITIOKa4all TOJI0BO.

-"HeT cmEIcTia paccka3biBaTh Tebe 00 9TOM celiyac, Tak Kak s Toxke He yBepeH Ha 100%. Korma
IIpUneT BpeMs, TH y3Haelb."

Cka3zas 370, Poan nomyman npo cebs.

-"Crapuk, s mpeKpacHo 3Halo, UTO Th 3afyMaJl. Tebe nydiie He OOSITLCS 3TOTO, KOTTla IIPUAET BpeMs."

B KoHI1e KOHIIOB PeaH 1 ocTanmbHbIE CMOTJIM TOIBKO KMBHYTh. Eciiu Ob1 PoaH He X0TeJ rOBOPUTH, MaXke
Bor He cMmor 6bI 3aCTaBUTh €T0 OTKPHITH POT.

KanuHza rimy60Ko B3OOXHYIIA, IPEXKIE YeM CIPOCHUTE.

-"Y10 Ke MHe mesnaTh?"

Poan KUBHYI U C XOJIOGHOU yNIBIOKOM O0BSACHUI:

-"Korma nmpupeT BpeMsi, Tebe moHamo06saTCs Cuibl, 4TOOb 60pOThCS 3a TpoH. f He UMelo B BULY
rpy0OyI0 CHITy, HO THI JOJIKHA 0KA3aTh, UTO y TeOs €CTh TAJAHT U YM, YTOOHI CTATh KaHAUIATOM B
uMIepaTpuilsl. ECu TH He CMOZKeIb cie/laTh faxke 3TOr0, TO Th 0OpedyeHa ¢ caMoro Havasna. Xe-
xe... Haperocs, THI, 110 KpaliHe# Mepe, yBepeHa B CBOMX CHIax."

BuesamnHo Teno Manaku Ha 00Ky 3afpoxkano. Bckope oHa mocMoTpesna Ha KanuHy ¢ BEIpaxkeHueM
xkanoctu. OHa CJIOBHO CMOTpeJia Ha MePTBOE TeJIO.

-"Y-yt0? { 0YeHb yBepeHa B CBOUX CuiaX, SCHO? CKaxXu, YTO g OOJIKHA CAeJaTh B IIEPBYIO oyepenb?”

PoaH ymoBieTBOpEHHO KUBHYII U CKa3aJl.

-"Bo-miepBhIX... MHe HYyKHO, YTOOHI TH yMepJa."
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